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Be 
The FOURTH CALIPH. 


ILHERTO the Arabians have ap- Aur. 
peared to be folely intent on making Hegyra. 35- 


conquefts, and propagating and efta- silt al 
blifhing their enthufiaftic tenets by force of 
arms, through the whole extent of their 
dominions: But during the reign of the pre- 

fent Caliph, the fcene will appear to be to- 

ally changed. 

Though the Arabians were unanimous in 
profeffing the fame religion, yet its influence 
was not fo great as to prevent them from fall- 
ing into feuds and animofities, and even 
from breaking out imo open revolts: The 
dame of iedition was f ft lighted during the 
dmiuniftration of the «infortunate Othman, 
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and the di urbances increafed in the time of 
his fuccefior. "The Muffulmen pointed the 
{word at their own breafts : and thence arofe a 
{chi{m which being ftrengthened by time, {till 
{ubfafts among the followers of Mahomet. 
Such inteftine divifions might have intirely 
overthrown their weak and infant empile: 
but that mighty hand which at his pleafure 
difpenfes crowns and k.ngdoms, protected that 


people in his wrath, and made them his in- 
{truments for punifhing the fhameful lives of 


the Greeks, and the wicked behaviour of the 
Chriftians. 


a al The very day of Othman’s death, the 

meee eon ac- Whole city of Medina concurred in the choice 

climations of his fucceffor. “They did not give them- 
{elves time to deliberate, but nominated Ali 
with the loude{t acclamations. 

As this illuftrious Muffulman had formerly 
fought that dignity with the greateft eager- 
neís, it might have been reafonably concluded 
he would have accepted it with the utmoft 
pleafure; and yet when the deputies came éo 
notify his election to him, he ftarted many 
difficulties, declared he was not difpofed to 
take chargeof the Caliphate, and that he would 
rather {erve in the capacity of a vizir, if he 
might be appointed to that office. 

Upon this the deputies became more earneft 
In their intreaties, and exprefied the fenfe and 
defires of the whole hation in fuch ftrong 
terms, that at laft Ali promifed to comply ; 


upon condition, howfver, that he fhould be 
appointed 
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appointed in a full affembly of th eleciors: 
for he faid that they alone were invefted with 
the right of chufing a Caliph, and that any 
other kind of election would be uncontfti- 
tutional. 

it was no more than prudence in Ali to ob- 
ferve all neceffary formalities on that impor- 
tant occafion; fince he would thereby pre- 
vent his enemies from difputing his election ; 
which they would certainly have controverted 
had it been in any refpect defective. 

At this time there was a very ftrong party 
againit Ali; among whom were Aiefha Ma- 
homet’s favourite wife, Tellah, and Zobeir. 
Thefe were all his irreconcilable and impla-~ 
cable enemies, and in particular Atefha, to 
whom ke had done an ill office, which wo- 
men never forgive * : and indeed fhe always 
fhewed the moft inveterate hatred to him ; 











* Aiefha, though the beft beloved, was not the moft con- 
ftant and faithful of Mahomet’s wives. She was publickly 
called m queftion for being guilty of adultery. Ali was fo 
imprudent as to intermeddle in the affair and even to give 
evidence againft her. ‘Though Mahomet had fufficient cauf¢ 
to think her guilty, he wifely concealed his fentiments, and 
declated he thought the accufation was mere calumny ; nay 
he even went farther, he proved it by a revelation which 
came very epportunely in about a month afterwards to clear 
up his doubts. It is contajned at length in the 24th chap- 
ter of the Alcoran, intitled hght, on account of the elucid- 

tion *t gives in fo njce an affair.—-See alfo the tranfla- 
tion of the Koran by Sale, fol. 288-9, wheie the ftory that gave 
rife to this atcufation is inferte? at large: but it does not 
thereby appear that Ali had th leaft concern either in the 
accufation or prdfecution ; on the contrary, the charge is at- 
tributed to other perfons who are here exprefsly named. 
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Avi. and when a Caliph was to be elected, fhe had 


viegyra 35. 
Ch cer 2, {o managed as to get him excluded. 








a pretty numerous party. A third pretender 
had alfo entered the lifts, even in the life-time 


of the former Caliph, who had fome hopes 
of fucceeding, or at leaft of raifing great dif- 
turbances, if they fhould refufe to elect him. 
It was the famous Moawiyah governor of 
Syria, who from the importance of his poft, 
and by means of his immenfe treafures, might 
have occafioned the greateft troubles if they 
had given him caufe of difcontent. 

Ali, who perfectly well knew the {pirit 
and power of each of his opponents, 
perfuaded he fhould be capable of making 
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in Medina, they feared left the ir habitants Abt, 
of that city fhould have punifhed them for ir tag af 
their oppofition, before their friends could ~~~ ~>*?’ 
have been able to affift them. 
So foon as the election was over, the prin- 
cipal men of Medina cameto Ali’s houfe, and 
there offered to take the oath ef fealty to him ; 
but the new Caliph declin d accepting of 
their allegiance in priva and defired that a 
ceremony of fo much importance as the pay- 
ing of homage, might be performed in open 
mofque, and in a full affermbly of the peopie. 
On the day appointed for that folemnity 
Ali went in the morning tothe mofque, cloath- 
ed in a gown of thin cotton, a coarfe turban 
upon his head, his flippers in one hand, and 
a bow in the other inftead of a walking ftick. 
The Muffulmen came in crowds to do ho- 
m ge to their new fovereign; but Ali obfer- 
ving, before the ceremony began, that Tel- 
Jah and Zobeir were not prefent, fent and de- 
fired they would come thither. 











government. 


They both refufed it, and affured the Ca- 
liph that far from being defirous of enjoying 
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his poft, they would do all that lay in their 


'’ power to make him eafy in the poffeffion of 
“it, by {wearing with the greateft fincerity and 










on. 
The whole affembly, and Ali in particular, 
knew what little credit was to be given to the 
proteftations of thole two Muffulmen, but no 


perfon exprefied his diftruft, and they pro- 
ceeded to taking the oath. 


At the very time the ceremony was per- 
forming, fome perfon prefent openly made a 
fmart obfervation, which plainly fhewed what 
opinton they entertained of Tellah’s fair pro- 
mifes. It is neceffary to be obferved that it 
was a cuftom among the Arabians for the 
vafial to give his right hand to the fovereign 
m token of homage. Tellah’s right arm 
having been fhortened by fome wounds he 
had received in battle, when he came to of- 


fer it to Ali, he could not reach fo far as the 
others ; which occafioned one of the by-ftand- 


ers to fay, that it was a bad fign, and like to 
prove but a lame kind of bufinefs that was 
begun witha lame hand. How far this pre- 
fage was fulfilled, will appear from the fé- 
quel of Ali’s hiftory. 

Tellah and Zobeir now joined together, 
and refolved on the Caliph’s deftruction ; but 
before they proceeded to open force, they 
{trove to draw him into fome fnare, and erm- 


deavoured to deprive him of his dependants, 
and 
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and fuch as feemed the moft firmly attached = Att 


In a fhort time after he had taken poffef- ~"°*" >” 
Tellah and 


fion of the fovereign authority, they came Zóbcir per- 
to him, repeated their promiufes of obedience, fuade Ali to 


and made him freth offers of their fervice. avenge the 
death of Oth- 


After thefe general propofitions, they entered man. 
into the particulars of what they thought 
neceflary to be done in order to gain the 
hearts of the people. Amongit other things 
they infinuated that he ought to revenge the 
death of Othman, and they offered to affift 
hima with the greateft zeal in that undertaking, 
wherein, they faid, the honour and dignity 

of his poft was nearly concerned. 

What anfwer foever Ali fhould give to 
their propofal, they expected it would equally 
tend to his deftruction. If he had refufed, 
the public would have been confirmed in 
the fufpicions which had been artfully propa- 
gated that he had a confiderable {hare in the 
affaffination of the Caliph. On the other 
hard, had he confented to punifh the murder- 
ers and their accomplices, he would have in- 
eurred the hatred of all Othman’s enemies, 
who were very numerous and powerful, and 
who, in order to avoid a profecution, might 
take fech fteps as would be highly prejudicial 
to him, _ 

But Ali artfully eluded the difficulty. He Ali’s anfwer-. 
fhewed a great inclination to punifh Othman’s 
afiafiins; fpoke of their confpiracy as the 
blackeft attempt, and that it ought to be ri- 
poroufly punifhed; but he atthe fame time 
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reprefented to them how impracticable it 


would be, confidering the great number of 
the malecontents, who had all approved of 
the affaffination, and even advifed it; that if 
he punifhed thofe who had dared to lift up 
their guilty hands againft Othman, he mutt 
alfo of neceffity snflict a moft fevere punifh- 
ment on all the accomplices: which would 
not fail of exciting ieat difturbances, and 
perhaps even a civil war, which might end in 
the ruin of the ftate. 

He added, however, that if they could point 
out to him thofe who had actually ftruck Oth- 
man the fatal blows, or would undertake to 
find them out, he would not be wanting on 
his part, and would take care to punifh the 
guilty. 

As Tellah and Zobeir were unwilling to be 
perfonally engaged in fo important a matter, 
they no longer infitied on their propofal ; and 
departed, in all appearance, fatisfied with the 
Caliph’s prudent conduct; but in fact not a 
little difconcerted that he had efcaped the fare 
laid for him. 

The conduct of Ali, in ftriving at the be- 
gining of his reign to gain the affections of the 
people, and avoid every caufe of difturbance, 


efpecially at a time when all the members of 
the {tate feemed but too much inclined.to take 


violent meafures, was moft prudent. And 
had he afterwards behaved with the fame caue 
tion and wifdom as he fhewed in his anfwer 
relating to Othman’s affaffination, he mighe 


have 
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have reafonably hoped for fuccefs ; but he foon ALt. 

changed his conduct: and that Caliph who Hegyra 35 
was feetningly fo circum{pect in all his aétions 
which might win the good will of his fub- 


jects, inthe fequel took thofe very fteps which 
unavoidably brought on a civil war. 


Ch. ær. 6 





be over hafty in an affair of fuch importance, 
and to wait at leaft till he was more firmly 
e{tablifhed in his government. | 

This advice did not pleafe Ali, however he 
did not iffue his orders fo foon as he at firft 
intended to have done. The next day Al- 
Mogeirah made him another vifit, and the 
fame matter having been again brought on the 


tapis, Ali fhewed that he had ftill th 











proceed 
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ALI. 


egyra 35. 
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proceed according to his own propofal; for by 
putting in places of truft perfons he could rely 
on, he would doubtlefs firmly eftablifh his 
authority, end caufe it to be duly reverenced in 
all the provinces of the muffulman empire. 
In the midft of this conference Abdollah- 
ebn-Abbas chanved to come in, and Al-Mo- 
geirah departing to leave them together, Ali 
acquainted Abdollah with his defign to change 
the governors, and at the fame time told him, 
that Al-Mogeirah had at firt {trongly oppofed 
it; but that he had now altered his opinion, 
which was the caufe of the vifit he had juft 
paid him. 
Abdollah, amazed to find that the Caliph 
was infenfible of the dangerous fnare that 
Muffulman had laid for him, told Ali, he 
ought to weigh his{cheme well before he put it 
in execution; that the farft advice Al-Mogei- 
rah had given him was good, and worthy a 


zealous citizen who had the tranquillity of the 
ftate, as well as of his fovereign at heart ; 
but the laft was the council of a traytor, who 


probably had {ome intereft in raifing difturb-~ 


ances in his country. 

He added, that it was his opinion no changes 
fhould be made; and as he knew the Caliph 
had particularly in his eye Moawiyah, gover- 
nor of Syria, he infifted on his being conti- 
nued in his government? for as that 
man had a very ftrong party there, the dif- 
miffing him might occafion a general rifing of 


the 
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the people in his favour, and occafion the lofs ALS. 
of that province. oo ” 
Abdollah then told Ali that no truít wasto ` ` 
be repofed in Tellah or Zobeir, for it was 
manifeft they had traitorous defigns, and he 
was fure if any infurrection fhould happen they 


would be the firft to appe im arms again({b 
him to continue 



















w Hl do when ever you defire It.” 
Thefe fage remontftrances had no effect on Hegyra 36. 


the obftinate Ali, whobeing bent on the ex- Ci. Sr: 05, 
ecution of his purpofe, imprudently difmified 

all the governors, and by fo extraordinary a 

change raifed deadly feuds im the ftate, which 

cant¢@? him the greateft uneafineis during his 

whole reign. 

Thenew officers he fent out to the refpective 
provinces were Othman-ebn-Hanif, who was 
ordered to Bafforah; Ammarah-ebn-Sahal to 

Cufah; Abdollah-ebn- Abbas to Arabia Felix ; 
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about his bufinefs. Sahel did not chufe to 
difpute the matı and forthwith returned to 


Medina. 
Kais went into Egypt, where he was op- 
pofed by a party of the Othmanians, who re- 
fufed to fubmit to Ali’s government, till juí- 
tice was done on the murderers of Othman. 
The inhabitants of Bafforah and Cufah, be- 
{towed the like kind of treatment on their 
new governors, and would not even fuffer 
them to enter their territories, 
Abodllah eftablithed himfelf in Yaman, and 
was the only officer that fucceeded; but this 
was attended with no very advantageous conse- 
quences; for Yali, who was governor there, 
by virtue of a commiffion from Othman, çar- 
ried off all the money that was in the trea- 
fury, and haftening to Mecca delivered the 
treafure to Aiefha, ‘Tellah and Zobeic. 
Alirefufesto Thetwo latter retired from the Caliph’s* 
ord oo court, on his refufal to employ them at the 
the govern- time he appointed new governors. The one 
a fueef them fued for the government of Cufah, 
i the other for that of Bafforah (both which 
were places of very g eat importante} Ali 
who knew them too well to put any truft in 
them, gave them a denial foftened by a 


complement, he told them that he had no 
body 
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body about him of fo great capacity as they, Arr. 
or with whom he could fo properly confult Hegyra 39. 
in fuch emergencies as a new eftablifhed go- 
vernment was likely to be expofed to. He 
added, that their abode at court fhould not be 
{fo much loft time to them, that he would 
take an opportunity of rewarding them in 
proportion to their merit and fervices. 

Ali’s promifes produced no great effect up- 
on the two Muffulmen. They plainly {aw 
that the Caliph’s defign was to keep them near 
him, that he might be a witnefs to their con- 
duct, and perhaps with a view to make them 
refponfible for fuch difturbances as might 
arife at Medina. However, for a time they 
concealed their fentiments ; and fo foon as they 
heard that Aiefha was gone to Mecca, they 
asked leave to go thither, on pretence of per- 
forming the pilgrimage, which was granted. 
And there,in concert with the prophet’s widow, 
they raifed a formidable party, which the 
Caliph vainly endeavoured to quell. The 
money which the governor of Yaman had 
brought them was of fingular ufe in keeeping 
up a correfpondence, and gaining friends in 
all parts, and fo artfully did they conduct their 
plot, that in a fhort time all Syria broke out 
into open revolt. 

Amionett others they ftrirred up the Mota- They raife a 
zelites, that isto fay the Seperatifts; (bym t ag%int 
which appellation fuch as difputed Als elec- 
tion were diftinguifhed.) And they having 


by 
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Aur. by means of their emiffaries procured the bo- 


Hegyra 30. dy of Othman tobe taken out of the grave; 
Ch ær. 656. > : 








very advantageous ufeof it, fometimes it was 
fpread on the ņp»loit of the mofques, when 
the people affer.bled there; and fometimes 


it was carried in the army asa banner during 
their march thro’ the chief cities of Syria. 
This bloody fpectacle, daily expofed to 
open view, had a ftronger effect than the moft 
pathetic fpeeches. The Syrians; who were 
greatly indebted to Othrnan’s munificence, in 
a fury took up arms to revenge the death of 
their benefactor ; and only waited till the vic- 
tim that was to be facrificed to his memory 
fhould be pointed out to them. 
Ali applies to Ali having received information of the 


: ht we e « 
pcan else tranfactions in that province, wrote to Moa- 


himas Caliph. wiyah in very mild terms. Without mention- 
ing the feuds he had raifed in Syria, he only 
exhorted him to give a proof of obedience, 
by acknowledging him for Caliph, which he 
hoped he would the more readily refolve to 
do, as no illegal means had been ufed in his 
election, and as he had been chofen by the 
unanimous votes of the electors. 

Moawiyah, who well knew how Ali was 
difpofed towards him, was urmoved at his 
letter; he attributed the Calhph’s moderation 
to his want of power; and to fhew him how 
flightly he regarded his remonftrances, inftead 


ef returning him an anfwer, he infulted him 
in 
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in the groileft manner. About + iree months ALI. 
after Othman’s death, he called a mefienger Hegyra 36. 
to whom he delivered a packet fealed up, and er le HE Py 
directeca thus: ‘© Moawiyah to Ali.” Then 

giving him private inftructions, he fent him 

to Medina, together with Ab s meffenger, 

whom he had detained till that time. Ac- 

cording to his orders, he entered Medina in 
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of 


defiance and contempt, which called for a 


{peedy vengeance. 

However, the Caliph had fo much the 
maftery of his paffions, as to fhew no great 
change in*his countenance; he even dif- 
couried with the courier, and asked him what 
news in Syriac The meffenger anfwered, that 
there were fixty thoufand men in arms, who 
only waited for orders to begin their march. 
He added, that the firft appearance of the in- 
furrection was at Damafcus, where they had 
fet up Othman’s bloody fhirt as a ftandard, 
over the pulpit in the open mofque. 

Ali, unable to contain himfelf at this rela- 
tion, anfwered with great emotion, ‘‘Do they 
require the blood of Othman at my hands? 
i call God to witnefsIam not guilty of it, 
and hope he will affift me.”’ 

After fo plain an information, a war in 
Syria was unavoidable. But whilft he was 
endeavouring to guard againft a diftant enemy, 
a party was formed even in Arabia, which 
was by fo much the more formidable, as the 
famous Aliefha, the Caliph’s inveterate ene- 
my, was at the head of it. She was the 
main fpring, and as it were, the foul of that 
con{piracy againft Ali, and at her houfe the 
con{pirators affembled to debate on fuch mea- 
fures as were prope” to be taken -for-fecuring | 
the fuccefs of their plot. And there appeared, 


either perfonally or by deputies, the whole 
houfe of Ommiyah, who all concurred in 


the 
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the defign of revenging the death of Othman, Arı. 
who was one of their family. Te p 

As to the Ommiyans they feemed to have ~*~ >?” 
fome pretence to punifh the Caliph fo: tné 
death of their kinfman: they fir ce1ely thought 
that Ali was the perpetrat% of it; and no 
pains had been fpared to eonfirm them in 
that belief. But in refpeét to Aiefha, Tellah, 
and Zobeir, who headed the confpiracy, 
their conduct in that juncture, was an effeét 
of the bafeft treachery. 

If we may rely on the teftimony of Ebn 
Athir, an arabian writer, Aïefha and her two 
affociates were the real contrivers of, or at 
leaft accomplices in Othman’s affaffination 
They alone deferved to have received the pu- 
nifhment due to fo heinous a crime ; but by an 
uncommon ftretch of wickednefs they con- 
trived to throw the whole blame on Ali, that 
they might more furely deftroy him. Such 
was the virtuous Aiefha, fo highly boafted of 
by her countrymen, and fo well known in 
the muffulman hiftory, by the title of the 
“< mother of the faithful’? which might fure- 
ly have given her a difpenfation from appear- 
ing as an accufer of any of her children, even 
though they had been fignally culpable ; but 
it was certainly a moft infamous piece of 
treachéry- firft to commit a crime, and then 
to charge it upon another perfon, upon her 
fovereign, andif I may fo exprefs myfelf, upon 


the whole ftate, which was thereby expofed 
Vot: Il. C to 
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to fuffer all the ill confequences of furious 
and inteftine divifions. 

Their revolt having been agreed upon, no- 
thing remained but to fix on proper meafures 
for carrying it into execution; to which end 
conferences were held at the houfe of Aietfha. 
hat vindictive woman propofed they fhould 
forthwith march to Medina. She was for ta- 
king away the malady root and branch. 
Some others were of opinion that they ought 
to march into Syria, to join the numerous 
army which Moawiyah had raifed in that 
province. 

Thefe different opinions having been fully 
¢ebated and maturely weighed, it was not 
thought proper to follow either of them. It 
was obferved that almoft all the inhabitants 
ot Medina fided with the Caliph, and to fall 
on him there, would be attacking him in his 
{trongeft part. As to the march into Syria, 
it was faid, that as Moawiyah was {trong 
enough to maintain the poffeffion of his go- 
vernment, they might fafely leave to him the 
defence of that province. 

As the party did not come intoeither of thefe 
meafures, a third was propofed; namely, to 
begin their operations of war in thofe parts 
where they might have the greateft profpect 
of fuccefs, and forthwith to feize {fome ftrong 
places. ‘Tellah, who was at the meeting, 
propofed an expedition to Baforah, which he 
was of opinion they might eafily become 
mafters of, he having a good intereft in that 


city. 
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city. This {cheme was approved of, and the ALI. 
confederates were forthwith informed of it i aa a 
by proclamations made in the ftreets of Mec- = 
ca, and by a circular letter, couched i the 

following terms. 

« The mother of the faithful, Tellah, They afem- 
and Zobeir are going in perfon to Baforah. ae sori a 
Whofoever therefore is defirous of defending march to- 
his religion, and fighting voluntarily to re- wards Bafo- 
venge the death of Othman, let him come, see 
and if he has not the neceffary conveniences for 
the journey, they fhall be provided for him.”’ 

Their troops having been foon afiembled, 
they prepared for their departure. Aiïefha, 
mounted on a camel, headed the forces in 
their march from Mecca towards Baforah. 

When they arrived at a place called Jowab, A fingular 
they halted fome time’ to refrefh the troops, a E a j 
which ftep had like to have put an end to their march. | 
expedition. The dogs of. the villaye having 
gathered together, came running out, and 

barked at Aiefha for a confiderable time. 

This event appeared to her to be fo ill an 

omen, that fhe immediately asked, with great 
{urprize, what was the name of the place; 

and having been informed that it was called 

Jowab, fhe, quoting that verficle of the Koran 

which is often repeated in cafes of imminent 

danger, -‘* My fuppert is from God alone, in Alcoran, 
him do I truft, and unto him do I turn me.” cbap. 11th. 
declared fhe would not ftir a ftep further, and 


prepared to dif{mount from her camel. 
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The chicfs being greatly alarmed at a re- 
folution which would put an end to the en- 
terprize, earneftly intreated her not to aban- 
don thems; but the longer fhe reflected on 
that accident, the lefs fhe feemed inclined to 
wo forwards. She declared that fhe had 
heard the prophet fay when he was travel- 
ing with his wives, *‘ I wifh I had known it, 
and they fhould have lodged within the bark- 
ing of the dogs of Jowab;”’ that Mahomet 
had alfo formerly declared to her, that one 
of his wives fhould at a certain time be 
barked at by the dogs of the fame village; 
that fhe ought to take care of it, for fhe 
would then be in moft imminent danger. 

It was no eafy matter to eradicate fuch a 
kind of prejudice from the mind of a woman 
who from her infancy had imbibed enthufiaf- 
tic and fuper{titious notions: However the 
chief officers of the army, who were fen- 
fible of the ill confequences that might refult 
trom fo unlucky an accident, endeavoured to 
quiet the apprehenfions of Aitefha, by fuborn- 
ing fome peafants, who, for the lucre of a little 
money, agreed to afiert that it was a miftake 
to call their village Jowab, for it had never 
been known by that name, and they agreed 
to give it another, which probably was not 
fo ill boding. Upon tnis they forthwith re- 
turned to Atefha and informed her of the 
news. ‘They even caufed their witneffes to 
appear before her, who declared on their oath 
what they had piomifed to affert. But Aïefha 


had 
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had not yet got over her fears, and fle re- 





ALI. 


folved to lye all night at the village, that fhe Hegyra 36 
might have time to confider what refolution 


fhe fhould come to. 





fent them to a diftance from the camp, who 
returned full gallop, crying out quick, quick, 
yonder comes Aliand his troops. 
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This artifice fucceeded. Fear of the pre- The revolters 
fent danger prevailed over all apprehenfions appear before 


on account of the prediction; they all de- 
camped in the greateft hafte, and the fuper- 
ftitious Aiefha, nimbly leaping up on her 
camel, was foon foremoft of the company, and 
led them on fo briskly, that in a fhort time 





the government of that city in the room of 


him who had been appointed by the laít 


Caliph. Othman was therefore obliged ta 
. 4 return 


Baforah. 





The inhabi- 
tants are de- 
feated. 


Ammar af- 
{embles the 
Tnohabitants 
to fa@und their 
intentions. 
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return to iViecina; but as there were great 
divifions amongft the inhabitants, by.means 
of the party that had declared for Ali, he was 
recalled On which he returned to Baforah, 
entcred cn the execution of his office, and 
{trove to put an endto ine fedition. In time, 
perhaps, he might have prevailed; but by 
the pernicious cabals of Tellah, a party was 
always kept up which would by no means 
agree to an accomodation. 

When Atetha appeared with her army 
before the city, the new governor marched 
out at the head of his troops to prevent them 
from invefting the place; but as he was infe- 
ri9r in numbers to his enemies, he was de- 
feate1 at the frit onfet; and having loft 
about forty of his men in the fkirmifh, he 
was taken prifoner. ‘They treated him iñ 
the moft outrageous manner. ‘The Arabians 
had a great veneration for their beards, a 
greater injury could not (in their opinion) be 
done them than to cut them off: and Aiefha’s 
party, that they might add a kind of tor- 
ment to the injury, tore out by the roots, 
hair by hair, the beard and eyebrows of the 
unfortunate governor. ‘They kept him pri- 
foner during a fhort time, after which they 
fet him at liberty, as an example to all fuch 
as fhould dare to make refiftance. 

Whilft Othman was in confinement, Am- 
mar his deputy undertook the defence of 
the city, and prepared to face the enemy. 
But as he well Knew that divifions reigned 

amongft 
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amoneft the inhabitants of Baforah, he wis Avt. 
firít defirous to found how tney ftood af ‘oe 
fected towards their countrymen who were ~ ~~?” 
come in an hoitile manner to attack them. 
He therefore called the inhabitants to the 
mofque to hold a confultation. One of them 
{tood up and {poke in the following terms. ‘* If 
thefe people come hither out of fear, they 
come from a country where a bird may be 
fafe. If they make inquiry for the blood of 
Othman, we did not kill Othman: Where- 
fore take my advice, and fend them back to 
the place from whence they came; for furely 
the caufe of their coming hither 1s different 
from what they pretend.” 
That orator would probably have enlarged 
on the motives which he prefumed had en- 
gaged Aiefha and her confederates to un- 
dertake that expedition; but the people did 
not give him time. So great a tumult arofe 
that no meafures could be refolved on; 
and thereby it was perceived, that the inha- 
bitants were at great variance with each 


other. 


In the mean time Ajiefha and her train is Bepaterion 
drawing nearer the city, fome of the moft mo- Ne ie 
derate amongft the inhabitants went out to 
her, to know why fhe had raifed fuch great 
difturbances in her own country. Atefha, 
with a loud fhrill voice, harrangued the de- 
puties and all the reft of the inhabitants 
prefent in a long f{peech; but whether fhe 
did nat exprefs herfelf clearly, or whether 
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paílion prevented them from putting a proper 
conttruction on what fhe uttered, they differ- 
ed in opinion touching her difcourfe. “Some 
faid fhe had fpoken well, the oppofite party 
gave them the lye; and from words they 
came to blows. But the combat was not 
very dangerous, for they only threw the gra- 
vel and pebbles at each other. 

When the difpute was a little over, one 
of the Arabs approaching Atefha, fpoke to 
her in a very rational manner touching, the 
ftep fhe had taken. “O mother of the 
faithful,” faid he, ‘* the murdering of Othman 
was a thing of lefs moment than thy coming 
out from thy houfe upon this curfed camel. 
God hath beftowed on thee a vail and a pro- 
tection: but thou haft rent the vail, and fet 
the protection at nought. “Phe fame perfons 
that now are witnefifes of thy quarrelling 
here, will alfo be witnefles of thy death. If 
theu cameft to us of thine own accord, re- 
turn back to thine own houfe; if thou waft 
brought hither by force, call for affiftance; 
and thou fhalt find Muflulmen enough to 
conduct thee home with all honour and 
fafety.”’ 

Another of the inhabitants, with defign 
to upbraid the prophet’s wife for having, 
againít the modefty of her fex, put herfelf 
at the head of an army, came upto Tellah 
and Zobeir, and told them he perceived they 
had brought their mother with them, and 


afked if the officers and foldiers had not alfa 
brought 
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brought their wives to accompany them Arr 
upon that expedition. Hegyin 36. : 
This reproach bore hard on Atefha ana s Si i 
attie De- 


all her retinue; who at the fame time were, 
ween the re- 


far from being pleafed with the firft ha- volters and 


rangue. though they had not even a plaufi- te inhabi- 
angue, 5 y 3 tants of Bafo 


ble anfwer to give either to the one or the pah. 
other; infomuch that invećtives foon enfued, 
which were followed by blows. ‘The action 
was bloody, many being killed on each fide. 


The next day it was renewed, but the troops 


of Aiefha fuftained the greateft lofs. 
It may be truly faid, that hitherto the 


parties had fought without fcarce knowing 
why. Some of the moft difpaffionate of the 
inhabitants of Baforah, demanded a fufpen- 
fion of arms till the return of the deputies 
they were about to fend to Medina, to make 
a proper enquiry about the caufe of the pre- 


fent quarrel. 
Aietha and her adherents accepted the pro- The revolters 


in vain at- 








injurioufly treated at th 
rah, was ftill governor of that city, into 
which he retired after his enlargement, and 


which he was now preparing to defend in ths 
beig 
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ALI beft manner he could. To him they fent a 


Hegyra 36. mefflenger, requefting that he would come to 


Ch, ær. 66. ; : : a 
> their camp, in order to confer with Aiefha. 


But it may be reafonably fuppofed that con fi- 
dering the bafenefs of their late conduct, he 
had no inclination to put himfelf again into 
their power, by yielding to an invitation which 
he alfo concluded to be a freth inftance of 


their treachery. However it did not appear 
from the anfwer he 1eturned, that he enter- 






prodigies of valour 1 
them; but as he had not a fufhcient number 


And 


SQ 
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So foon as he was taken prifoner, word was a AL 
1 acfyra 20. ° 
fent to Aiefha, to know which way fhe Oi esc eek 


would pleafe to difpofe of him. The firft 


adjured her in the name of God, dnd the 


companions of the apoftle, not to kill him, 
the fentence was changed into forty {ftripes, 


and imprifonment. 
So foon as full poffeffion was taken of the 


new conquered city, Aiefha, together with 
Tellah and Zobeir, the leaders of the party, 
made their publick entry therein. They 
{trove to gain the affections of the people, 


and to prevail on them unanimoufly to declar 
againit Ali, whom they had devoted to de- 


{truction. 


We fhallnow return to Medina, where Ali The Caliph 
exhorts the 


was endeavouring to fix the inhabitants more jedin; 
` i Medinians to 
firmly in his intereft. He looked upon the rife up in his 


Medinians to be his firmeft friends ; for as defence. 
his election was the work of their hands, he 



















port it. 
a general affembly held in the mofque. 


loudly and warmly declaimed againft the pre- 
fumptuous defigns of the rebels, who refufed 
to acknowledge him as fovereign, and there- 
by manifeftly controverted their right of con- 
ferring the crown. He exhorted them not to 


dverlook fo great an infult, and affured them 
that 
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At. P that God would direét and help them in their 
Hegyra 36. nA 
Ch. ar. ogo. affairs. 


Though Ali was well beloved of the peo- 
ple, though they well knew he was fairly 
elected, and though he was allowed to be the 


be? orator of the age, yet his harangue was 
far from having the defired effect. Inftead 
of loud acclamations, and that readinefs which 
he expected his friends would have fhewn to 
take up arms without delay, and which was 
{o neceflary in order to prevent the {preading 
of the revolt; he had the mortification ta 
find an univerfal filence and backwardnefs 
among{t them, the fear of a civil war feem- 
ing to have tyed up their tongues, as well as 
srozen their zeal for his caufe. 
Ziyad-ebn-Hantelah, a perfon of emi- 
nent rank and diftinguifhed valour, was fo 
moved at the indifference {hewn by his coun- 


trymen, that he voluntarily {ftepped up to Ali 


and faid, ‘* Let whofoever will hold back, we 
will be forward.” 


This ftep of Ziyad made a ftrong impref- 
fion upon the minds of the whole affembly. 


They were inwardly vexed that they had 
not fhewn the fame courage. Infenfibly a 
murmur arcfe in behalf of the Caliph, and 
they feemed inclinable to join in his defence ; 
but many of them were prevented -by the 
reports which Ajïefha and her party had art- 
fully propagated touching the death of the 
laít Caliph, not that they generally believed 


him to be guilty of fo heinous a crime; but 
the 
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the very imputation of it made them back- Avi. 
ward to declare in his favour. Te a? 
" . © e. ols 5 Ve 
But this impediment was foon removed. 
Two of the religious anfars, who were doc- 
tors of the muffulman law, and held in great 
efteem on account of the integrity of their 
lives, ftood up in the midft of the afiembly, 
and loudly pronounced that ‘* The * imam 
Othman, matter of the two teftimonies, did 
not die by the mafter of the two teftimo- 
nies.-+-’? Meaning that Ali was not guilty of 
of the death of Othman. 
So folemn a decifion caufed all their fcru- 
ples to vanifh. Abu Kotadad, an anfar of 
great diftinction, drawing his {word and fhew° 
ing it to the people, faid, “The apoftle of 
God, upon whom be peace, girt me with 
this fword, which I have fheathed a long 
while; but it is now high time to draw it 
again{t thefe wicked men who are always de- 
ceiving the people.” 
All diftinétion of party being now at an 
end; and the inhabitants of Medina unani- 
moufly refolved to march out in defence 
of the Caliph; Ali, well pleafed with the 
favourable refolutions of the people, was 





Imam, in Arabic, fignifies a head or pontiff, and is the 
fame amongit the Mahometans as a bifhop or parith pricf 
amongit the Chriftians. “Chey gave the Caliphs the title of 
Imams, becaufe they were fupreme both in fpirituals and 
t mporals. 

+ The mafter of the two teftimonies, fignifies the Caliph, 
as head of the muffulman religion, which confifts in thefe two 
fundamental points: « There is but one God. Mahomet 
is the apottle of God.” 


defirous 
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ALT. defirous pf marchirg after A elha and hr 
ae ra 30: party, in hopes of preventing th rebel from 
-xr.656. : J 
getting poffeffion of Baforah; to whi h end 
he departed from the city at the l ead of 
about’ nine hundied men. But bei g im- 
formed at a place called Arrabdah, that it 
would be in vain, he halted the e, and fent 
exnre{ <s to different parts of his dominions, 
with orde.s that they fhouid fend him fpeedy 
fuccours. During his ftay there he alfo dif- 
patched Mahometthe fon of Abubecre, and 
Mahomet the fon of Giafter, withinftructions 
to treat with the inhabitants of Cufah, and 
to obtain from thematimely reinforcement of 
troops; but tneir embaffy was not attended 
The governor with fuccefs. The governor of Cufah * 
of Cufah re- ; z = Ə 
fufes to fena Who in the beginnirg of the troubles had 
íuccours to {fent him word that all was well in thofe 
the Caliph. parts, and acquainted him with the particu- 
lars of all that concerned him there, per- 
ceiving how the face of things was changed, 
and apprehenfive of the fuccefs of Aiefha 
and her affociates at Baforah, began to be 
in fufpence, and treated Alis envoys with 
great coldnefs ; and though they intreated 
him with the greateft earneftnefs, they could 
not prevail on him to declare for the 
Caliph. 
The deputies findiig that intréaties ftood 
them in no ftead, reproached him for his 
ingratitude and injuftice: but this only ferved 


* Abu Mufa. 


to 
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to difcover his ill-will towards Ali; for he 


declared with an oath, that the affaffination ial be 
ä i > 


of Othman {till hung over his own, as well 
as their mafter’s head; and they were re- 
folwed not to {ftir in che. quar rrel, unlefs com- 
pelled by abfolute necefiity, till they had 
cleared their hands of Othman’s murderers. 
The envoys being unable to obtain any other 
aníwer, fet out to join Ali, full of rage and 
vexation. 

They went to the camp at Arrabdah, ex- 
pecting to have found the Caliph there; 
but he had quitted it, and was marched 
nearer to Baforah, having been joined by 


a reinforcement which he tribe of Thai* 


had fent him under a chief named Satd-ebn- 
Obeid. And fhortly after, during his march, 
he received further fuccours fore the tribe 
of Afed, which infenfibly increafed his 
little army, and infpired him with the moft 
fanguine hopes of fuccefs in his defigns. 
ihe deputies who returned Fam Cufah, 
came up with him at Dulkhar, at the very 
time when Othman, the governor of Bafo- 
rah, came to wait upon the Caliph, and 
give him an account of what afted thiera, 
Ali, perceiving upon his vifage marks of 
die cruel treatment he had niet with from 
Aiefha and her attenéeants, pitied his mis- 
fortune, and publickly beftowed high com- 
nieeistions on his fidelity and conftancy 
The deputies he had fent to Cufah, then 
gave him an account of their negotiations. 
The 





ALI. 


6. 
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Arı. The behaviour of Abu Mufa touched him 
a a to the quick; however this infulting anfwer 
= "22° did not difcourage him; he fent other de- 
puties, who were as unfuccefsful as the for- 
mer; and upon their return, he finally re- 
folved toMend his eldeft fon Hafan thither, 
together witu Ammar-ebn-Yafar, (whom he 
appointed his colleague) with orders to make 
a frefh attempt, and to ufe all pofiible means 
for bringing over to his fide the governor 

and inhabitants of that city. 


Hafan nego- Abu Mufa received Hafan with great 
tiates with the > 


Cufans for marks of refpecét; but when they came into 
the obtaining the mofque to debate the matter, he oppo- 
oftaccours. ed it with the fame vigour as before, and 
exerted his utmoft to prevent the people from 
complying with Ali’s propofals. But things 
took a fudden turn; for a tumult beginning 
to arife in the affembly, Zeid-ebn-Sauchan 
{tood up, and produced a letter which he 
had received from Aiefha, commanding him 
either to {tay at home, or to come to her 
affiftance ; together with another to the 
| Cufians to the fame effect. Having read 
is atextin them both to the people, he faid, * Aietha 
e Koran. i 
was commanded to abide in her houfe, 
and we to fight till the fedition fhould be 
quelled. Now fhe hath commanded us to 
do her part, and hath taken ours upon 
herfelf.”’ 

‘ihe freedom with which Zeid had cen- 
fured the conduct of Atefha, provoked the 
cppotite rartv, who began to murmur and 

Urter 
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utter invectives, and a warm debate enfued : = AL a! 
but Hafan appearing inclined to {peak to —*8y" 39- 
the people, he aie by degrees fubfided, eee 
and filence having been obtained, he arofe, 
and {poke thus: ** Your monarch,” faid he, 
meaning the Caliph, ‘* requires your affift- 
ance, and itis both your duty and intereft to 
grant it him. Can you alledge any juft 
caufe for refufing it? Can any man truly up- 
braid him with having fhewn a covetous in- 
clination, or with having perverted juftice ? 
Will any amongft you fay, that he hath intru- 
ded himfelf into the Caliphat, or is unworthy 
of that digity ? The rebels, indeed, pretend 
they have taken up arms to avenge the death 
of Othman: but be not deceived, O ye 
men of Cufah; the avenging Othman is 
but a pretext, the dethroning Ali is their 
real defign. Ali, who was unanimoufly 
chofen at Medina, and to whom Tellah and 
Zobeir, that now head the rebels, took the 
oath of allegiance.” 

This harangue had a greater eftect than 
all the preceding negotiations. ‘The Cufians 
were moved at the perfecutions the Caliph 
fuffered. Hafan, who was attentive to all 
that paffed at the afiembly, plainly faw the 
temper of the people, and, by his affable 
and condefcending behaviour during his fhort 
{tay in that city, intirely fixed the inhabi- 
tants in his intereft. When he took his 
leave, he told them he was going to his fa- 


ther; that he would acquaint him with their 
VouL.Jdi. D good 
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"The Cufians 
raife troops 
for the Ca- 
liph* 
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good intentions towards him, and give him 
hopes they would be fpeedily carried into 
execution. The Cufians having exprefied a 
defire of marching forthwith in defence of 
their foverzign, Hafan declared how greatly 
he was obliged to them for their readinefs, 
and at his departure told them, that fuch as 
thoucht fit to follow him, would do an eí- 
fential fervice to the ftate, and he fhould 
think it an honour to march at their head. 

The promites of the Cufians were foon 
carried into effet, and about nine thoufand 
of them began their march. Halan, who 
was equally furprized and pleafed at the fuc- 
cefs of his negotiation, forthwith difpatched 
a mefienger to the Caliph, to inform him 
of fo happy an event. 

This important news filled Ali and his 
party with joy. The higheft encomiums 
were beftowed on the zeal of the Cufians ; 
and in order to fhew his gratitude, the Ca- 
liph marched forwards, and met and wel- 
comed them. He harangued the new re- 
cruits with his accuftomed eloquence; asd 
after having greatly praifed their valour, for 
which they had been diftinguifhed on fo 
many occafions, and particularly at the time 
they conquered Perfia, he addreffed them in 
the following terms, ‘in relation to the pre- 
fent pofture of affairs: 

« I have called you hither, (faid he) brave 
Cufians, to be witnefies between us and our 
brethren of Baforah. It is my intention to 

make 
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make ufe of gentle means, in hopes of bring- 

ing them to their duty without the fheddineg SS age om 
of muffulman blood. And if any amongft you. “~*~?” 
maintain a correfpondence, or have an in- 

tereit in the place, I intreat that you will 

labour with me in bringing abouc an ac- 
commodation ; for I here cope ty declare, I 

prefer peace to all the advantages that may 

be gained by arms: fince on which fide 

foever the fortune of war declares, the por- 

tion of the fubject is certain defolation.” 

The loud acclamations uttered by the 

people on the concluding this harangue, 
convinced the Caliph that he might rely on 

their favourable difpofitions. Ali therefore 

fhortly began his march to find out the 

rebels. 

On receipt of this news, Aicfha and her 
party in Baforah began to be in no fmall 
perplexity. But when they faw the Caliph 
appear with his army, and pitch his camp 
near the walls of the city, they feemed to 
be in a defpairing condition. The rebels 
having held feveral conferences in a very 
tumultuous manner, Tellah and Zobeir re- 

{folved to have an interview with Ali, in order 
to compromife matters upon the beft terms 
they could procure. 

Ali, who breathed only peace, readily Conference 
agreed to confer with them. At the firft between Ali 
interview the Caliph fpoke to them with ie eee: 
great moderation ; however in fuch terms as 
manifeftéd their infidelity and perfidioufnefs ; 

D 2 in 
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Atri. ina word, their rebeilion, for which he had 
ae ala oe not given them the leait caufe. 
—— ‘© Remember,” faid he to Zobeir, ** what 


pafied between the prophet, you and me, 
when ke afked you, if you did not love his 
dear fon Ali. You anfwered, Yes; and he 
replied, Notwithftanding this, a day will 
come when you fhall rife up againft him, 
and be the occafion of great miferies both 
to him and all the Muflulmen.” 

Zobeir, being equally moved at the mo- 
deration with which the Caliph fpoke to 
him, and the reproach of having been falfe 
to that friendfhip he had fworn even in the 
prefence of Mahomet, anfwered with a great 





flves to lay fhew of contrition: ‘* I well remember it ; 
down his and had I recollected my promile before, 1 
arms. would never have borne arms againft you.” 


Upon this he retired, and refolved that what 
turn foever affairs fhould take, he would no 
more oppofe All. 

But the envenomed Aiefha never ceafed 
till fhe had brought him back to the former 
refolutions fhe had inftilled into him: end 
that fhe might have no future caufe to fear 
the unfteadinefs of that Muffulman, fhe pre- 
vented his having any more interviews with 
the Caliph. And as Zobeir exprefied great 
uneafinefs on account of the oath of alle- 
giance he had taken to Ali at the time of his 
inauguration, * fhe bad him expiate his oath, 





æ Ockley, in his Hiftory of the Saracens, vol. II. fol. 42, 
fays, It was the opinion of fome that Abdollah, the fon of 
Zobeir, gave his father the hint. 

which 
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which he performed by *fetting a flave at aie a 
liberty. By means of this expedient, Zo- agit ey 
beir again joined the rebels, and bore arms 
againft Ali, at the battle which was fought 
fhortly after. 
All the conferences that had paffed were 
fruitlefs. In vain did the Calizh, who had 
reafon and juftice, as well as a numerous 
army on his fide, take meafures to bring 
about a reconciliation ; the turbulent Aiefha 
would not liften to his terms, and defeated 
all his meafures, tnfomuch that they were 
at laft forced to have recourfe to a decifive 
action. 
The two armies drew up in order of bat- 
tle, and lay on their arms oppofite each 
other. Atefha, in order to give vigour and 
courage to her friends, mounted her great 
camel, and was carried up and down the 
battle in a litter made like a cage. So foon 
as the fignal was given, both fides engaged 
with cqual fury and bravery. The battle 
was very bloody, and for a long time victory 
feemed doubtful to which party fhe fhould 
favour. But on the death of one of the 
rebel generals, Ali’s troops had a manifeft 
advantage. 
Tellah, one of the chief commanders, Tellah is kil- 
finding ‘the ardour of his troops greatly '¢- 
abated, ufed his utmoft efforts to encourage 














* ‘This was the method ufed by the Muffulmen to expiate 
an oath which they were unwilling to keep, or which would 
prejudice them to obferve. 


D3 them, 
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Aur. them. Merwan, who was then with Ali, 
ga i obferved him, and faid, ‘‘ Behold a traytor and 
= 23> murderer ot Othman, who, in hopes of bet- 
tering his condition, now appears the fore- 
moft arnonett thofe that feek to revenge his 
blood; but I fhall ftophim in his career.” 
And with thsfe words he let fiy an arrow 
which mortally wounded Tellah in the thigh. 
He was forthwith carried out of the battle to 
a houfe in Biforah, and his wound drefied, 
but he was foon fenfible he had not long to 
live. A fhort time before he died, he faw 















new the oath 


made to Al1.”’ 
out of His mouth than he expired. 
When this was told to Ali, he returned 


thanks, and faid, ‘* God would not cail him 
to heaven till he had blotted out the firft breach 
of his word by this laft proteftation of fidelity ” 
Lae gee of Aji wasat the fame time informed that Zo- 

eee beir, another commander of the rebels, had alfo. 
loft his life. It has been obferved. that after 
his interview with the Caliph he had fuffered 
himfelf to be feduced. by Atefha,. and had 
again taken up arms againft Ali; but as the 
two armies were on the point of engaging, he 
was feized with fome frefh fcruples, having 


been informed that a famous Muffulman 
name 
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named Ammar-ebn- Yiffler was in Aliscamp, ALI. 
and recollećting he had formerly heard Maho- in ra. 
met fay; that Yaffer wasfo greatalover of equi- 
ty and juftice, that the party he fhould efpoufe 
would be the honeft one; the idea io affected 
him, that he filently withdrew out ofthe battle, 
and went towards Mecca. Being come as far 
as a valley, croffed by a rivulet called Sabaa, 
he met an arabian detachment commanded by 
Hanaf-ebn-Kais, who had faded with neither 
party, and knowing they were ready to come 
to blows, was encamped there with his men, 
attending the fuccefs of the battle, with an 
intent to join the conqueror. 
It appears however from the relation of 
Miuirkoud, a perfian hiftorian, that Hanaf 
was much more inclined tothe Caliph than to 
the other party: for feeing Zobcir at a dif- 
tance, who was coming towards him, and to 
whofe treachery he was no ftranger, he asked 
his men, if there was nobody that would un- 
dertaxe to give him a good account of Zobeir? 

Amru-ebn-Giarmouz ftepping out under- 
took the commiffion, and immediately rode 
up to Zobeir, who bad him keep his dif- 
tance; but after a fhort converfation growing 
into greater confidence of Zobeir, they both 
alighted from their horfes. -Whilft they were 
converfing on what paffed in the Caliph’s ar- 
my, Zobeir cryed out, Salat, that ts to prayers, 
for the hour of prayer was come) and as he 
proftrated himfelf to pray, Amru feized the 
opportunity, and with one blow of his ci- 
meter fevered his head from his body. 


D 4 ‘That 
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ALY. That Mufflulman inftead of carrying the 


Hegyra 36. 
Ch. zr. 656. 


Ali troubled 
at Zobeir’s 
death, 





Caliph the head of fo confiderable an enemy, 
he fhould enhance the advantages the Caliph 
had obtained. But Ali, far from teftifying 
the leaft fatisfaction, could not help fhedding 





tears at the fight. He fpoke very harfhly to 
Amru, and even threatened him with hell, 
And he who had expected an ample recom- 
pence, was aftonifhed at fuch a rate to fee the 


m.tter take fo different a turn, that laying afide 


By the death of Te 
the utter defeat of the rebels, Ali’s victory was 


compleat. And he had no longer reafon to 
fear any oppofition from enemies in the heart 
of his dominions; Aiefha herfelf was made 
prifoner ; vain had fhe attempted to -efcape 
amongft the runaways; * her camel having 

beens 














So long as Aiefha’s camel ftood on his legs the hotteft 


of the battle was about him. ‘Taba fays that threefcore and 
ten 
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been hamiftringed in the heat of the action, 





fhe was obliged to lye upon the fal till the cho%e B26, 


battle was over, and there the Caliph had an 
interview with her. 


The conference began with mutual re- Conference 


proaches. However, Alvin the end treated her 
with great civility and moderation, and dimified 
her to Medina with a very good equipage 
commanded by his two fons. Ile required her 
to remain in her houfe, not to intermeddle 
any more with ftate affairs, and particularly 
not to join for the future in any faction, which 
would fpare her the fhame of reflecting upon 
herfelf for having been a fecond time the au- 
thorefs of fuch difturbances as fhe had alreaa7 
occafioned, to the great detriment of her 
country. 

After the departure of Atefha, Ali having 
given orders for collecting all the booty taken 
from the enemy, took a refolution to difpofe 
of it in fuch a manner as was likely to gain 
the love of all the army; for he directed that 
a *econfiderable part of it fhouid be divided 
amongft the reprefentatives of +} fuch of bis 
{oldiersas had been killed in the battle. And 
having conftituted Abdallah-ebn-Abbas gover- 
nor of Baforah, in a fhort time he departed 
from that city. 





ten men’s hands were cut off that held his bridle. And A1- 
efha’s litter was ftuck fo full of arrows and javelins, that it 
looked like a porcupine. Ockley’s Life of Ali, fol. 46. 

Æ Ockley fays all the booty. lbid. 

+ They did not exceed one thoufand, Ibid. 
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Aut. The Caliph went to Cufah, where he 
iggy MA fixed the feat of his emp`re. Meaning by 
AT that honourable mark of diftincétion t teftify 
refidence at his gratitude for tie fervices done h n bythe 
Cufah. inhabitants -of th city, to whofe 2 mt ne 


and valour, he conf ff dj he w i ebted for 
the victory he had juft obtain d. 

This great { cc h ving ende d Ali ex- 
acknowledge ceeding powe ful, le fe m d tob 10 longer 
a Ca- apprehenfive of at r olfato fiom Moa- 

tile wiyah; he wasu ithitg at tlat ine tò at- 
tack the govern * f Syria withop 1 fo ce, 
and oveilooki « t': indecent treatment he had 


received fromt a Muffulman, on account of 
a letter he had formerly fent hin he refolved 
to write to hima f.cond time ın hopes of pre- 
vailing with hin to ubm. o hisa hoity. 
Amru fides Moawiyah for a time decl ned to fend any 
with Moawi- fatisfactory anfwer. He was unwilling to 
pom take the leaft ftep without previoufly contult- 
ing Amru-ebn-al-As, that famous conqueror 
of Egypt, who having been appointed gover- 
nor of that province by Omar, had been 
deprived of, and afterwards reftored to it by 
Othman, and had been lately difmiffed from 
that poft by Ali. Moawtyah did not fail en- 
tering intoa ftrict league with fo confiderable 
a malecontent, and they in concert ufed their 
utmoft efforts to protract the diforders, that 
they might by degrees deprive the Caliph of 
the hearts of the people. Upon receipt, there- 


fore of Ali’s letter, Moawiyah communi- 
cated 

















the A RABI AWN 5 


cated the contents to Amu 
he would inform him of ! 
upon the matter. And he at the fame time 
affured him, that he was Ail bent on reveng- 
ing the death of the haan en Oraman, that all 
Syria entertained the faine de Bou, and that 
he would do what i in him lay to four them 
on. 

Amru was in Paleftine when he received 
Moawiyah’s letter: It gave him the moft 
fenfible pieafure to find that gover nor {trl per- 
fitting in his refointions to oppoie Adi Fie 
returned for anfwer that he foon propofed 
to fecond him, and heartily join in taking 
vengeance for has Caliph’ s death. 

He no longer bore in mind that Othman 
had formerly omitted no means of diicredit- 
ing him, and that fo foon as he was elected 
Caliph, he had deprived him of the govern- 
ment of Egypt, to which he had reftored 
him only on account of the then exic gency 
of affairs, andoi the great credit he was in 
anrongit the Egyptians. When Ahi afcended 
the throne, he forthwith again difimiffed him 
from that government, which {tep induced 
Anira to declare again{t him, and to join 
with Nioawiyih in that fatal union which filed 
the muffalman empire with inteftine di- 
vifions; and in the end deprived the Caliph of 
his crown and liie. 

The connections between Moawiyah and 
Amru, were greatly {trengthened by the vic- 
tory Ail had juit obtained. "They forefaw that 

ir 


ard. ai! dred 
is fentisments 
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Ary. 
Hegyra 36. 
Ch, zr. 656. 


Moawiyah 
brings over 
the Syrians to 
his party. 


ape HIs TO x FY of 
if they remained divided, the power he had 


gained by fuch an advantage would enable him 
eafily to cruih them both. But that by unit- 
ing their ftrength, the enterprize would be 
attended with much greater difficulties; and 
it might even be prefumed, that two chief- 
tains equally renowned for their conquetts, 
and skill in politics, might be able to coun- 
terbalance the Caliph’s authority, and in time 
effectually caufe his deftruction. 

During the time Moawiyah expected the 
arrival of Amru, he ufed all pofiible means 
to incenfe the Syrians againft Ali. He re- 
prefented him as the aifafiin of Othman, 
wiofe death he was concerned to avenge, not 
only as he was a defcendant from Ommiyah, 
as well as the Caliph, but alfo out of grati- 
tude for the fignal fervice he had done him in 
beftowing on him the government of Sytia, 
of which the new Caliph was bent to deprive 
him. 

It has appeared that Moawiyah had alseady 
raifed a confiderable body of troops mere 
than fufficient to have faced the Caliph, at the 
time of the firít difturbances in Medina: but 
Ali’s forces were fo much augmented fince his 
late victory, that it was unfafe to march out 
againít him, without having firft taken the 
utmoft precautions. Befides, Moawiyah was 
revolving in his mind an important fcheme 
which he could not carry into execution 
without a body of troops fufficient to fupport 
his ambitious defigns. 











For 
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For this caufe he ufed his utmoft efforts tg Att: 

gain the whole hearts of the people; and *'8y" 36: 
without making the leaft difcovery of thoe ` 
motives which were the main fprings of his 
conduct, he pretended that his only view 
was to revenge the death of Othman. The 
populace who had teftified their affeClion to 
that Caliph at the time his bloody garments 
were difplayed in public, gave frefh proofs 
of their regard for him when Moawiyah ha- 
rangued them on the fame fubject in the 
chief mofque of Damafcus. 
He loudly accufed Ali of having facrificed 
Othman to his ambitious views of obtainirg 
the throne. He afferted that the election of 
the new Caliph had not been confirmed by 
the voices of the people ; that he had com- 
mitted outrages on feveral of the Muffulmen, 
to force them to pay him homage; that Tel- 
lah and Zobeir having protefted againft his 
election, he had purfued them {word in hand, 
and having obtained a victory over thofe no- 
ble defenders of the blood of Othman, and 
the liberties of their country, he had pre- 
fumed to ill treat the widow of the prophet; 
that indeed he had not taken away the life of 
the mother of the faithful, but that his pre- 
tended moderation was owing to his appre- 
henfions -of ftirring up the whole nation 
again{t him: and in a word, that the trium- 
phant Caliph was preparing to march into 
Syria in order to deprive him of his govern- 
ment. 











This 
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Arr This fpgech, which he uttered with great 


Chee 656. vehemence, made an impreffion on the minds 

of his auditors, and a murmuring was heard 
in the aflembly which feemed to foretel the 
concurrence of the people. He fcized the 
lucky moment, and {till the more to move 
them cried out, ‘* Syrians, will you forfake 
me in fo juft a caufe? if I avenge the death 


of Othman by fhedding every drop of my 
blood (if need fo require,) fhall not I revenge 
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the death of your fovereign, who was your 








Damafcus at the head of a body of troops 
which he brought to join Moawiyah. It is 
afferted that this unexpected arrival had been 
artfully concerted by the two captains, with 
a view that the people, already deeply affected 
by Moawiyah’s fpeech, might by their accla- 
mations {hew their approbation of the {cene 
that was about to país in their prefence. 

So foon as Moawiyah was informed of 
Amru’s arrival, he defcended from the pulpit 
to go and meet him, and was followed by 
the whole affembly. On his way he tald 
fuch as were about him that Amru’s arrival 
was miraculous; and that he could not ac- 
count for hig having been fo expeditious: in 
this manner he advanced to the principal 
{quare, oppofite thé mofque, where he found 


Amru. 
The 
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The people were all in amaze to fee him, “4' 
fall proftrate at Moawiyah’s feet; but how ar aly 2° 
i ; i . er. 656. 
great was their aftonifhment when they beard ee 
Amru acknowledge him for* Caliph, and aceno rieda 
take the oath of allegiance to him. How- ed Caliph. 
ever the {pectators were too much warmed 
with what had already paffed, not to follow 
this example. In fhort, they proclaimed him 
with a kind of frenzy, and the whole city of 
Damafcus was filled with tumultuous acclama- 
tions in behalf of the new Caliph. ‘The 
news of this extraordinary inauguration foon 
reached all the other cities of Syria, and each of 
them envied the good fortune of DamatcuyY, 
which, by this event, would become the 
capital of the muffulman empire. He informe 
Ali was not long a ftranger to thefe extra- Ali of that 
ordinary emotions; but he muft have been ‘’*™ 
fenfibly touched at the infulting manner in 
which Moawiyah communicated the tranf- 
action to him. ‘That governor kept the Ca- 
liph’s courier at Damafcus till the time of 
the revolution, and when it had happened, 
he fent for the courier, and delivered to 
him the pacquet, which informed his matter 
of the fatal blow juft given to his authority. 
This refolution was by fo much the more 
formidable, as Moawiyah had gained the 
greateft reputation amang thofe he governed : 
befides, Syria was a very extenfive province, 























Abu’l Pharagius fays that they did not fwear to him by 
the title of Caliph, but only of Emir. 
7 and 
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Hegyra. 36. 
Ch. zr. 656. 
Ali marches 

againit the re- 


bels. 


He difcovers 
a well which 
furnifhes his 
troops with 
water. 
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and capable of receiving affiftance from fo- 
reigners, by means of its fea ports on the 
Mediterranean. 

Ali, without delay, ftrove to reduce the 
rebels to a juft fenfe of their duty by ufing 
gentle means; he promifed them a general 
pardon, andan act of oblivion, but all in vain. 
At length, negociations proving ineffectual, 
he found himfelf under a neceffity of taking 
contrary meafures, and of ufing force, to 
obtain that which moderation could not 
effe&t. He therefore departed from Cufah 
at the head of ninety thoufand men, and 
marched towards Syria. 

On his arrival upon the frontiers of that 
province, he halted fome time to refrefh his 
troops, greatly fatigued by their march. And 
there, according to the relation of arabian 
hiftorians, an extraordinary event happened, 
which greatly augmented the love and ref{pect 
they bore to the Caliph. 

In the place where Ali encamped, water 
failed him, and he {ent into the neighbour- 
hood to inquire out a perfon, who might 
{hew them a well or ciftern capable of fup- 
plying his army. ‘They brought before him 
an old hermit, whofe cell was not far from 
the camp ; and the Caliph having interrogated 
him, he anfwered that he knew of no more 
than one ciftern, which might contain about 
two or three buckets of water; but he àt 
the fame time give them to underftand, that 
there were means of finding greater plenty. 

Whereupon 
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Whereupon the Caliph replied, that he new Art. 
the ancient patriarchs bid Ci ped we'ls ti-i- Ps yra 36, 
abouts; but the difiiculty was to find them. a 

The hermit faid he had boun intorined by 
fome ancient men, that tncre We“ a well, 
but that the mouth of it was clofed by a 
{tone of an enormous fize; that no man 
knew where it lay ; and the tradition of the 
country was, that no perfon could find and 
open it, but a prophet, or one fent by a 
prophet. 

Ali forthwith caufed his men to dig ina 
{pot which he pointed out to them; and not 
far from the furface they found the huge 
{tone mentioned by the hermit, which the 
Caliph removed with the greateft eafe imagi- 
nable. 

The hermit furprized at the fight, fell at 
Ali’s feet, acknowledged him to be a pro- 
phet, and by way of confirming the eminent 
title he had beftowed on him, ran to his cell, 
whence he brought an old worn out parch- 
ment- which he faid was written by the 
hand of Simeon ben Safah, otherwife called 
Sinon, the fon of Cephas, one of the apoftles 
of Jefus Chrift, wherein there was an account 
given of the coming of the laft prophet, and 
the miraculous difcovery of the well, andtaking 
away the ftone, by his lawful fucceflor. ‘The 
credulous Miffulmen lodked upon the parch- 
ment as an authentic evidence which it would 
be criminal to difpute, and joined with Ali 
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Skirmifhes 
between the 
two armies. 
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in returning thanks to heaven for fo wonder- 
ful an event. 

After Ali had given his troops fome time 
for refrefhment, and taken water fufhicient 
for their ufe, he continued his march towards 
Seffein; where he knew the enemy’s army 
was pofted* The proximity of the two ar- 
mics did not occafion any memorable action 
during the {pace of a year; but after feveral 
fruitlefs conferences in order to an accomoda- 
tion between the parties, many {fkirmifhes 
happened between {mall bodies of troops on 
each fide, which were from time to time fent 
vut to fcour the country ; it feeming as if the 
two chiefs were afraid of hazarding a general 
engagement. 

However, in a {fhort time, as many men 
were killed in the + feveral {kirmifhes, as if 
a pitched battle had been fought. Ali loft 
t five thoufand men, the moft illuftrious of 
whom was Ammar-ebn-Yafiar, Ali’s general of 
of the horfe. He had been prefent wéth Ma- 
homet in feveral battles, at which he had.done 
him fignal fervice, and had acquired a great 
reputation amongít the Muffulmen: he Was 
about ninety years of age when he was 





















* That army confilted of eighty thoufand men. Ockley’s 
hift. of the Saracens, vol. II. p. so. 

+ It is reported that in the fpace of one hundred and 
ten days there were no lefs than ninety {fkirmifhes between 
them. Ibid. 

t Ockley fays, twenty five thoufand ; and though he {ro- 
duces no authority for the fame, yet, it is highly probable, from 
the nature of things, that his obfervation is right, Ibid. 


killed, 
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killed, and his death was greatly lamented by Ari. 





them all. che ao. 
Why. ær 057s 
Upon thedeath of Ammar, Ali with tweive | 
thoufand chofen men, fo fiercely attacked por, to gone 


Moawityah’s army, that he threw them into witi. Ahin 
the utmoft confufion. However, the Caliph, » = Be Geitis 
with a view to {pare the blood of his foldiers, ` 
challenged Moawiyah to a fingle combat, 
and offered that the conquerer fhould enjoy 
the whole: but the governor of Syria dc- 
clined the combat, {pight of the remoni{trances 
of Amru, who declared he thought the pro« 
pofal very fair, and that he could not avoid 
accepting it. But Moawiyah fhewed hime 
felf to be of a different opinion, for he 
faid that Ali never fought hand to hand but 
he killed his adverfary, and he had no incli- 
nation to undergo the fame fate. But Amru 
{till reprefenting to him that his reputation 
would be blafted by {uch a refufal, Moawi- 
yah in a rage at being fo hard driven, put an 
end to the difcourfe, and told Amen, he 
wanted him out of the way that he might 
afterwards enjoy the government himfelf. 

Moawiyah, not chufing to engage perfo- 
nally at the head of his troops, kept himfelf 
out of the reach of danger durine the feve- 
ral fkirmifhes that paffed between the two 
armies after Ali’s arrival. In thefe combats 
Moawiyah fuftained great lois; which, ac- 
cerding to the arabian hiftorians, amounted to 
forty five thoufand men. 


L a Ali 
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ALF. Ali being encouraged by the daily advan- 


Hegyra 37- tages he gained, was in hopes o! getting a 
Ch.ær. 657: Compleat vict hether tl xy fhould 
pleat victory, whether the enemy fhou 
refolve on fighting or ietreating: but Moa- 
wiyah having called a council to confider 
what meatures were proper to be taken in 
their prefent unhappy fituation, they be- 
thought themfelves of a ftratagem likely to 
raife divifions amongit Ali’s troops, and free 
themicives from the difficslty. 
Stratagem The expedient wu to fix books of the 
aaa ane. Koran on the points of their lances, and cry 
muf the Ca. OUt, ‘© Thisis the book which ought to decide 
l our differences ; and which prohibits the 
edding muffulman blood without caufe, as 
is now done.” Moawiyah greatly relying on 
the fuccefs of this artifice, put it to the proof 
during an action in which his troops were 
very hard prefed, and on the point of being 
utterly routed. He, at a proper opportunity, 
caufed the detachment, who bore the pikes 
I have mentioned, to advance; and fo foon 
as the Ihakians, in whom the chief ftrength 
of Ali’s army confifted, faw this, they gave 
over fighting, and 1equired that they might 
retreat. Ali did all in his power to re-animate 
his foldiers ; he reprefinted to them that it 
was only an artifice of Moawiyah and Amru 
(who he faid had no relation to religion 
or the Koran) and fuggefted to them by de- 
{pair; but fpight of his remonftrances they 
threw down their arms, and threatened not 
only to defert their general, but to deli- 
ver 








lipir’s troops. 
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ver him up into ihe hands of the enemy, if Arr. 

he did not cavie a retreat to be rorihwith 8ra 37. 
. fis Ær: OCF. 

four. ded. s 

Thus, by the tumultuous conduct of the 
bigotted Irakians, was Ali forced to retreat, 
at the very inftane he was on the point of 
eafily gaining a compleat victory. 

So foon as the battle was at an end, a ne- Propofal to 
gociation was fet on foot between the two ar- comand bo 
mies, to determine the difference In an amiica- the o mionof 
ble manner, fince it was not thought proper arbit ators. 
to decide the matter by the fword. It was 
propofed, that according to the meaning of 
the Koran, and the tradition of the apofile, 
the whole fhould be referred to the arbitra- 
tion of two men, the one to be chofen by 
Ah, the other by Moawiyah. 

This meafure having been refolved on, 

without Ali’s knowledge or confent, they 
afked him if he approved of the expedient. 
Ali coldly anfwered, ‘‘ He that is not at li- 
berty cannot give his advice; you mav ma- 
nage this affair in fuch manner as you think 
fit. It plainly appearing by the Caliph’s an- 
{wer, that he was in no wife fatisfied with 
the method propofed, they ‘who had begun 
the negociation, took every ftep in their 
power to terminate it; and of their own 
accord they-nominated as arbitrator for Ali, 
Abu Mufa-al Afhari, an honeft well meaning 
mah, but exceeding fimple. 

Ali had more reafons than one to difap- 
prove of him, for Abu Mufa had formerly 
2 Alt 
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fuffered h'mfelf to be drawn afide, and had 
forfaken the Caliph’s intere{t. He mentioned 


- his diflike of the man to the chiefs of the 
Jrakians, who had undertaken the manage- 


ment of the affair, and defired they would 
difmifs Abu Mufa, and appoint Abdollah- 


ebn-Abbas in his ftead: but he was an- 


{wered that he was his coufin german, 
and they would have none but fuch as fhould 
deal impartially between hitin and Moa- 
wiyah: He then nominate t Alifhtar, but 


they were refoived he fhould accept of Abu 


Mufa. 


On the part of Moe wiyah was named as 
arbitrator, the famous Amru-ebn-al- As, de- 
fervedly reputed the moit fenfible man of 
the age. “The two referees took a fecurity, 
figned by Ali and Moawiyah, and both the 
arinies, for themfelves and their families, 
that all fhould contribute to their affiftance to 
ratify and confirm what they fhould agree 
upon. 

So foon as the fecurity was figned, a treaty 
was drawn up, the title of which caufed 
much altercation. ‘The fecretary had begun 
it with thefe words. ‘* Ali, chief and com- 
mander general of the Muffulmen, agrees ta 
a peace with Moawiyah upon the following 
terms.” Moawtiyah shaving read the title, 
refufed to fign the treaty, and faid, “I 
{hould be a very wicked man indeed, fhould 
I make war on him, whom I acknowledge 


to be chief and commander general of all 
to 
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the faithful? Amru ebn-al-As alfo difput- = Atz. 
ed that title, and faid it ought to be blot- ti ra ae 
ted out. ` And on the other fide, Ali’s ad- ~" 5 737 


herents counfelled him by no means to give 
at up. 

Ali knew not at firft what refolution to 
take in the affair, but he {foon refolved to 
forego the title for the fake of peace, and he 
gave his reafons for fuch a refolution, ina 
conference he held on that fubject with 
Hanaf-ebn-Kais. 

« I remember, faid he, that when Í was 
formerly fecretary to my father in law Ma- 
homet, I drew up articles of peace between 
him and Sohail, who had revolted again{t 
him, in which I had intitld Mahomet the 
apoftle and meffenger of God. Sohail, fee- 
ing the title, refufed to fign the treaty, faying, 
if I had acknowledged your father in law to 
be the apoftle and meffenger of God, I 
fhould have had no peace to fign, for I 
would never have made war again{ft him. ił 
acquainted Mahomet with this difficulty, who 
an{wered me, ‘* Blot out the title forthwith ; 
it in no wife depends upon this treaty; time 
will manifeft the truth of it; and remember 
that a day will come, when you will find 
yourfelf in the fame calfe.” Ali therefore 
obferving -to Hanaf that he fhould advance 
the public tranquillity by foregoing the title 
on that occafion, declared that he thought 
himfelf under an obligation of complying ; 
and more efpecially as he was countenanced 


~ & by 
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The manner 
in which the 
two arbitra- 
tors aćt on 


that occafion. 
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by fo venerable an example as that of his 
father-in-jaw. 

So {oon as the difficulty was removed, the 
treaty was figned ; and ina fhort time Ali re- 
tired to Cufah, and Moawiyah to Damafcus, 
leaving each of them their army under the 
command of one of their generals, and as 
to things concerning religion they each ap- 
pointed an Imam. 

The authori given to the arbitrators 
having {pecified the * place of meeting to hold 
their conferences, they arrived there fome 
time after the departure of Ali and Moawi- 
yah. Amru, who well knew the genius of 
his partner, treated him with the utmoft ci- 
vility and refpect, and at laft had fo far infi- 
nuated himfelf into, and gained fo great cre- 
dit with Abu Mufa, as to perfuade him, that it 
would be utterly impracticable ever to bring 
matters to an accommodation without depo- 
fing both the competitors, and leaving the 
choice of a third to the people. 

This important article once fixed, they 
returned each to his camp, and on the day 
appointed for publifhing their award, the 
troops of Ali and Moawiyah advanced near 
each other, and a tribunal was raifed between 
the two armies, fram which each of the 
arbitrators was publickly to pronounce his 
award. 





* Dumat al Jondel, a place lying between Mecca, Cufah 
and Syria, Ockley, vol. II. page 56. 


There 
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There was a kind of polite contention ALI. 
between them, touching which oí the t TEn Psd 
fhould fpeak irik. Abu Mufa would Phrae a 
yielded the honour to Amru; but he had 
his reafons for declining it, and feemed io de- 
termined to give the other the preference, 
that at laft he was persuaded to accept it. 
Abu Mufa therefore firit afcended the tribun1l, 
and with a loud voice uttered thefe words: 
“© I depofe Ali and Moawiyah from the Ca- 
liphate, to which they both lay claim, in 
like manner as I take this ring from my 
finger :’’ and having made this declaration he 
immediately came down. 

Upon this Amru went up, and faid ** You 
have heard how Abu Mufa has on his 
part depofed Ali; I, on my own part, de- 
pofe him alfo; and I give the Caliphate to 
Moawtiyah, and inveft him therewith, in 
like manner as I put this ring upon my 
finger: and this I do with the greater reafon 
and juitice, as he is Othman’s heir and aven- 
ger,°and the worthieft of all men to fucceed 
him.’’ 

The friends of Ali, amazed at this extra- 
ordinary publication of t.:c referees, com- 
plained grevioufly of the conduct of Abu Mu- 
fa, who, by way of exculpating himfelf, ac- 
cufed Amru of not having performed the 
agreements made between them. From com- 
plaints they came to ill language, and Abu 
Mufa, afhamed of his conduct, and jiftly 
fearing Alr’s difpleafure, befides not thinking 

himfelf 
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himfelf fafe in the army, fled to Mecca: and 


the friends of Moawiyah, fenfible how ad- 


' vantageous this determination was to them, 
refolved to fupport this election of their chief, 
with all their might. 

Rife of the At this time began that fo famous fchifm 


fchifm be- | s 
em i. ç amongft the Mahometans when the two parties 


Muffulmen. not only curfed one another, but carried 
matters fo far as to come to a mutual folemn 
excommunication, which was always pro- 
nounced when they harangued the people in 
their mofques, and which was praċliíed a 
long time by the defcendants of Ali and Om- 
miyah, of which laft houfe were Othman and 


Moawiyah. 



























The ig Whilft thefe things were tranfacting in 
a“. ' Syria, with a view (as was pretended) of fet- 


tling the tranquillity of the muffulman ftate, 
Ali, to his great grief, found himitelf deferted 
by a fect, which till that time had appeared 
firmly attached to his intereft. “[heie feéta- 
ries were called Karejites, and were a kind 
of thorough enthufiafts, who acknowledged 


no authority but {fuch as might beft promote 
their intereft. 


After Ali had retired to Cufah, fome of 


the Karejites came to him; they reproached 
him for having referred that to the judg- 
ment of men, which ought to be-decided by 
God alone: that inftead of obferving the 
treaty he had imprudently entered into, ‘he 
ought to purfue his enemies, who were alfo 
the enemies of God, without giving quarter- 


Ali 
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Ali anfwered, that hiving plighted his faith, 





ALi. 


he thought him(felf obliged to keep it; and | ¢8y+3 37- 


that in fo doing he obeyed what the law of 
God prefcribed. But the Irakians replied, that 
there was no other judge or arbitrator be- 
tween him and Moawiyah but God alone, 
that what he had done was a fin, and that he 
ought to repent of it. 

Ali remonftrated to them with great 
warmth, that if it wasa fin, it lay at their 
own door, who had {hewn fo great in- 
conftancy and ftubbornnefs. He bid them 


army, he told them it was a meer artifice 
of the enemy, but that neverthelefs they had 
ceafed fighting without his orders ; and that in 
fhortit washighly injurious in them tourge him 
to break a treaty which they themfelves had 
forced him to fign, and which he could not 
contravene without being guilty of perjury. 
The rebels, not in the leaft fatished with 
thefe reafons, urged what they had further to 
fay by way of reply, and the conference ending 
in a quarrel, they openly revolted from Ali, 
and chofe for their captain Abdollah-ebn- 


Waheb, who appointed Naharwan (a town 
between Bagdat and Wafet, four miles eaft 


of the river Tigris,) for the place of their 
rendezvous. “hither came all fuch as were 
difcontented with Ali, of which there was 
a great number from Cufah, Baforah, and 


other parts of Arabia. 
Ali’s 


Ch ch « OS 7e 
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Ali’s thoughts were at firft fo totally taken 
up with Moawiyah, whom he confite ci as 
much the more formidable enemys that he 
took little notice of the new formed party: 
but hearing that they were twenty five thou- 
fand men ftroug, and had by dint of the 
{word propagated doctrines which were abfo- 
lutely contrary to the laws of Mahomet, he 
refolved to exterminate the fect. 

However, he firft endeavoured to gain 

them by gentlenefs, and to bring them b.k to 
their duty by good advice; but thete ineans 
proving ineffectual, he put himfelf at the 
head of a numerous body of forces, and 
marched out again{ft them, and encamped 
within fight of the rebels tents. 
Before he began the battle, he made ufe of 
this expedient, in hopes of bringing them to 
obedience : he caufed a ftandard to be pk nted 
at the head of his camp, with a writing fxed 
to the flag-ftaff, importing, that all {fuch as 
fhould come under it fhould have good 
quarter; and if any of them would return to 
Cufah, they fhould there find a fanctuary. 

He caufed the fame thing to be proclaimed 
by found of trumpet, and had the pleafure 
to find his ftratagem fuccefsful. The rebel 
troops foon difperfed themfelves; and of 
their numerous army only four thoufand men 
remained together : however, Abdollah wasre- 
folved with this fmall number to fignalize 
his bravery by a defperate attempt. He at- 
tacked Ali’s armies, notwithftanding the great 

inequality 























the ARABIA N 5 


inequality of numbers: but his rafhnefs was ALI. 
duly puiifhed, for he and all his mef{ were cut ria a 
in pieces, except nine only, which was the j 
very number Ali loft in the battle. 

This victory having re-united the Arabians Ah pr pares 
under the goverument of Ali, he thought * rey 
his authority was well eftablifhed, and would ‘a sins 
have marched againit Moawiyah immediately 
after he had won the battle, in hopes that the 
news of his great fuccefs might have ftag- 
gered Moawiyah’s party, and fmoothed the 
way to his gaining equal advantages in Syria. 

But his chief officers reprefented to him, 

that it would be proper to give the troops 

fome time for refrefhing themfelves, and 

making due preparations for a war, which 
threatened to be of long continuance. Ali 
followed their advice, and formed his camp 
at Nakilah, near Cufah. There his troops 
had time to recover their fatigue, and there 
his army was confiderably itrengthened by 
new recruits, whom he caufed to be well in- 
{tructed in difcipline, in order to fit them for 
the trade of war. 

Whilft the Caliph was making ready his 
forces to act againft Moawiyah, that formi- 
dable rival was ufing all poffible meafures to 
enable him to ftand his ground againft Ali, 
and to deprive him of the obedience of fuch 
of his fubjects as ftill remained firm in his in- 
tereít; in particular he {trove to raife diftur- 
bances in Egypt, which he brought about in 
a very artful manner. 








Egypt 
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ALEK Egypt fill continued faithful to Ali. Some 
AEE confiderable emotions had indeed happened in 
er. 658. A : Aakry 
that province at the beginning of kis reign ¢ 

the Egyptians had infifted that he ought to 

punith the affaffins of Othman; and he, un- 

willing to engage in fo nice an affair, having 

fhewn a great backwardnefs in complying 

with their requeft, they refufed to acknow- 

ledge Saad-ebn-Kais, whom he had ap- 

pointed governor over them, in the room of | 


Amru. 
Sand aa Their firft warmth being a little abated, 
Oii£ilion oO . T 
ei SORN Saad again returned to Egypt, and gained pof- 
ment in fefion of his government. That Muful- 
Egypt. man was a man of confummate prudence 





and known fidelity, and behaved in his poft 
with fo much caution and {kill, that though 
there was in the province a numerous party 
of men totally devoted to Moawiyah, he not 
only found means to maintain Ali’s authority 
without difpleafing his opponents, but alfo 
gained the good will of the greateft part of 
them. 
He is fuf- The artful Moawiyah forefeeing that all his 
petted ed Ali, practices in that country would be fruitlefs, 
ee ee whilft it fhould be under the conduét of fuch 
Moawiyah. a governor, refolved within himfelf to get 
Saad recalled. For which purpofe he caufed 
a report to be {fpread over all Syria, that he 
was very well fatisfied in refpect to Egypt, 
which he knew would declare for him in 
due time; that this governor was his friend 
and acted in concert with him, and therefore 


had 
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had not attacked the party of the Othma- Anf. 

nians; that he could the more rely en him, as ia 38. 
: . er. O58. 

he acted with uncommon prudence ; and 

that they might boldly truft him with their 


moít important fecrets, without fear of his 
difclofing them. 


This report being firft fpread with a pre- 
tende caution and referve, was foon propa- 
gated in all parts. Moawiyah, who had his 
{pies and concealed friends even in Ali’s 
court, found means to hint fufpicions of that 
governor’s mifconduct, which they attempted 
to make appear from his moderate behaviour 
to Ali’s enemies; in a word they omitted no- 
thing capable of giving the Caliph an ill im- 
preffion of him. 

The poft which Saad then poffeffed was 
too lucrative not to roufe the defires of the 
greedy courtiers, many of whom induftri- 
oufly {trove to forward the belief of this in- 
vidious accufation, with a view to ruin the 
governor, and enjoy his fpoils. By this ar- 
tifice was Ali deceived; they reprefented 
Saad to him as a falfe traytor. It was with 
great difficulty he could believe the accufation 


true; but they whofe intereft it was that he 
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Att. for from the change. Mahomet thought he 
oo. ie fhould reccmmend himfelf to Ali by treating 
cme "2"* all his enemies, and above all thofe of the 
faction of Othman, with the utmoft rigour. 

This imprudent zeal exafperated the Egyp- 

tians again{ft the new governor; even thofe 

who were Ali’s fafteft friends could not help 
condemning the rigour with which he treated 

the oppofite party. They forefaw with’ great 

orief that fuch a procedure would intirely de- 

{troy the Caliph’s inte: eit; and ina very fhort 

time the whole province was divided and at 

war with each other, and their diffentions 


and diforders were carried to the greateft 
height. 
Malec Shu- Ali, being {ípeedily informed how highly 


ec Ha soon prejudicial it would be to his intere{ft in Egypt, 


for, is poifon-{hould Mahomet be any longer continued 
ed. governor of that province, appointed Malec 
Shutur (fometimes called Ufhtur Malec) to 


fucceed him, and reftore his authority there. 
It is highly probable that Malec was a man of 
no inconfiderable abilities, and it feems that 
Moawiyah was afraid his arrival in Egypt 
might ruin his project, for fo foon as he had 
notice of the fending this new governor, he 
dealt with a countyman that lived upon the 
confines of Arabia and Egypt, at whofe houfe 
Malec Shutur was to lodge, to give him 
poifon in the entertainment he had prepared 
for him. ‘The peafant, who was a friend to 


Moawiyah, punctually executed his orders, 
and 















the RA BIA NS, 


and gave him poifoned honey tọ fup, of Aru 
which he died in the houfe. “shige oes 
Moawiyah having foon received the news, iga ae 
which he expected with the greateft impa- -m 3 — 
tience, difpatched in all hafte Amru-ebn-al- Moawiyah. 
As, with fix thoufand horfe, to take pofieffion 
of the government of Egypt in his name. 
That general marched with fuch expedition, 
that in a few days he reached the capital city ; 
where he joined Ben Scharig, chief of Oth- 
man’s party, who waited only for a favour- 
able opportunity to retaliate on the governor 
the injuries he had done to the Egyptians. 
The two chiefs joined their forces, and march- 
ed out in que{t of the enemy. 
Mahomet, who retained the title and au- 
thority of governor for Ali, till another was 
fent to fucceed him, had collected as many 
troops as he could, in hopes of bridling the 
rebels, but thofe troops were not numerous 
enough to enable him to withftand {fuch con- 
fiderable fuccours as were brought to them 
by Amru and Scharig: infomuch that having 
marched up to thofe two generals, to give 
them battle, ere they advanced farther into 
the country, he was beaten ; and, what added 
to his misfortune, he fell alive into hisenemys 
hands, who quickly flew him, and inclofing Mahomet is 
his dead body in the carcafs of an embowel- ees 
led afs, (to fhew their deteftation of him for 
the cruelties he had inflicted on them) they 


burned it to afhes. 
VoL. Il, EF The 
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The revolution of affairs caufed by the lofs 
of this battle, filled Ali with grief. He fent 
for Abdallah ebn Abbas, from Baforah, of 
which city he was governor, that he might 
enjoy the pleafure of his converfation, and 
that they might together take {fuch mea- 
{ures as were molt proper in the melancholy 
fituation of his affairs. 

It is a little amazing that Ali did not re- 
folve to make ufe of his numerous army, 
which was encamped at Nakilah, and had 
fully recovered their fatigue, and forthwith 
to march out again{t an active enemy, who 
loft not a moment, and who being already 
ma{ter of Egypt, was on the point of enlarg- 
ing his conquefts: but Ali wa{ted his time 
in ufelefs conferences and confultations. Moa- 
wiyah, who was watchful to take advantage 
of all opportunities, was no fooner informed 
of Abdallah’s departure from Baforah, than 


takes Baforahhe fent out two thoufand horfe, under the 


by furprize. 


command of Hadrami, who advanced up to 
the city, and took it by furprize. Abdallah 
had conftituted ‘Ziyad his lieutenant in that 
place : and the deputy not having troops fuf- 
ficient to with{tand Hadrami, abandoned the 
town on the arrival of the enemy, and informed 
Ali how very neceffary it was to fend him 
{peedy fuccours, that he might at teaft be able 

to keep the field. 
The Caliph without delay caufed a confi- 
derable body of trocps to march to his affif- 
tance 
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tance which arrived fo opportunely that a At f. 
Ziyad fought out Hadrami, engaged him near Be ae 
Baforah, and totally routed the enemy, whofe 
general was killed in the aétion. Upon this He is de- 
the city furrendered to Ali’s government, riage and 

- ete . . 1€ city re- 
who, being a little encouraged by this advar- garen. 
tage, forthwith fent away Abdallah to re- 
alluma the government, who returned to the 
city, and ufed his beft means to put it in fuch 
a pofture, as to prevent any future fur- 
prize. | 

This event happened in the clofe of the Hegyra 39. 
38th year of the Hegyra. Whe next year Ch. ær. agg. 
pafied without any confiderable adventures ; 
for the Syrians being weary of the war, un-~ 
dertook nothing againft the Arabians, who 
were unable to do inore than ftand upon the 
defenfive. — 

After a fhort ceffation, in the beginning Of Hegyra åo. 
the 40th year of the Hegyra, Moawiyah Ch. ær. 660. 
fignalized himfelf by new exploits. The Moav iyah 
private correfpondence he had kept in the becomes 

i 3 ; : mafter of He- 
province of Hejaz, induced him to form A jaz. 
refolution of fending a body of troops to that 
province, in order to feize upon its two prin- 
cipal towns, and by that means to open him- 
felf a way into Yemen, or Arabia Felix: 

= The conqueft of Hejaz by the Syrians was 

fo rapid, that it had rather the appearance of 
a journey than a military expedition. The 
Ar bians, who had full time to have put their 
towns in a proper pofture of defence, and pre- 

pare an army, had neither taken care of the 
© 2 one 
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ALT. 

Hegyra 40. 

Ch. zr. 660. 


one, nor provided the other ; infomuch that 
on the firt approach of the Syrians, the go- 
vernors of the chief places abandoned their 
pofts. Thus the generals of Moawiyah, with- 
out the leait difficulty, became mafters of the 
chief towns in that province, and in particu- 
lar of Mecca and Medina, whofe inhabitants 
were forced to take the oath of allegia.ice to 
Mioawiyah. 

Histroopsra. The Syrian troops having made prepa- 
vage Yemen. rations to invade the province of Yemen, 
Abidallah, governor of that country, marched 
out againft them with all the forces he could 
raife, in hopes of beating them on the fron- 
tiers, and preventing them from entering the 
province ; but the fuccefs did not anfwer his 
expectations: his troops were broke, and 
totally routed; and he was forced to fave 
himfelf by flight. Having, in his confufion, 
left behind him two of his fons, who were 
very young, they fell into the hands of the 
Syrians, who put them both toa very cruel 
death. 

Arabian hiftorians relate, that Ali was fo 
creatly affected with the unhappy fate of 
thofe two children, that he curfed the author 
of fo great an outrage, and begged of God 
to deprive him of fenfe and realon. And 
they add, that Arthan (for fo the general 
of Moawiyah, who had been guilty of that 
cruelty, was called) in a few years actually 
became a madman, and at laft died ina fit of 
rage and defpair. 








At 
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At the time the Syrians were in Yen:en, ALn 
Ali fent thither four thoufand Horfe, under Olt T 
the conduct of a captain, named Jariah, to ` iii 
purfue Arthah. But this fuccour was of 
no ufe to the inhabitants of the country; 
for fo foon as the enemy had entered it, they 
plundered it from one end to the other with 
the tmoft expedition, and retired with great 
precipitation; infomuch that they were re- 
turned to their own country by the time 
Jariah reached Yemen. 

Amidft thefe misfortunes a new calamity Okai! goes 

befel Ali, which the more fenfibly afflited Qian?" 
him, as it was caufed by his own brother. 
Okail, for that was the Muffulman’s name, 
was fo bafe to abandon Ali, and join Moa- 
wiyah, who received him with open arms, 
and affigned him a great revenue. Okail al- 
ledged no other reafon for his defertion, but 
that his brother had not maintained him {fuit- 
ably to his rank. 

At his very time a confpiracy was formed 

with intent to deftroy the two competitors 
for the Caliphate and Amru. The project 
was contrived by three of tHe Karegites, 
(men moft zealous for the advancement of 
their fect) who being met together at Mecca, 
fell into difcourfe on the battle of Naharwan, 
in which four thoufand of their brethren loft 
their lives. 

After having exalted the merit, and be- A confpiracy 
wailed the lofs, of thofe who were killed in oi ae se 
that battle, they debated amongft themfelves Sa Aedes 

F 3 what 
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Air. what had occafioned thofe inteftine divifions 
le es which had fo long rent the ftate ; and having 
aiii ' unanimoufly agreed that Ali, Moawivah, and 

Amru were the fole authors of them, they 
refolved to- difpatch them all, being firmly 
perfuaded that on the death of thofe three 
perfons, whom they called erroneous Imams, 
their country would be reftored to its afual 
tranquillity. 

Thefe Karegites were called Abdalrahman- 
ebn-Melgem, Barak-ebn-Abdallah, and Am- 
ru-ebn-Beker. And after having held feveral 
conferences, the firt of them undertook ta 
Zo to Cufah, and give a good account of Ali; 
the fecond engaged to do the fame in regard 
to Moawiyah ; and the third pramifed to make 
away with Amru. 
= Thefe three men having thus refolved to 
execute their defign, pitched upon the time 
of the folemn affembly of the Muffulmen at 
Mecca, when they might be fure the chiefs 

would not be from home, and wonld be 
more flenderly accompanied than ufual. The 
confpirators, with a view to {ccure the fuccefs 
of the enterprize, poifoned their fwords ; aftér 
which each man went his way towards that 
place where he was to ftrike his blow. 
Moawiyahis Barak arriving at Damafcus, gained admit- 
wounded, butrance as one of Moawiyah’s retinue ; and on 
er the appointed day, perceiving a favourable Op- 
portunity, he {mote him in the reins. This 
event threw the courtiers into the greateft 
con{ternation ; 
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confternation ; but the wound was not mortal; AL» 
and though the {word was poifoned, he had a ee, 40. 
fuch {peedy and effectual affiftance, that in ii 
fhort time he was perfectly cured, 

It is related that the furgeon who was 
called in to drefs him, having fearched and 
confidered the wound, gave him his choice 
either to have it cauterized, or to drink a po- 
tion th t would render him incapable of gene- 
ration. Moawiyah without heffitation chofe 
the latter, and had no other children than 
fuch as were born previous to his aflaffi- 
nation. 

As to the affaffin he was immediately Punithment of 
feized, for he neither {trove to conceal or de- tS *##in. 
fend himfelf, but readily confeffed the plot 
with fuch an unconcern as amazed thofe who 
were appointed to examine him. He was 
condemned to have his hands and feet cut off ; 
after which, further punifhment was inflicted 
on him, and it is faid he furvived the lofs of 
his limbs many years, and was married*. 

Amru-ebn-Beker, who had undertaken to Amru efcapes 
afflaffinate Amru-ebn-al-As, miffed his blow ne Shee a 
by an accident. For the latter having been si 
feized with a violent cholick on the day fixed 
for his affaffination, did not go to the mofque 


* It is related that one of Moawiyah’s friends, hearing in 
what manner Barak had been punifhed, and that he had ta- 
ken a wife, faid, it was by no means reafonable that the 
affaffin, who had prevented Moawiyah from having children, 
fhould have any of his own, and that he killed him with 
his own hand.- Ockley’s Hiftory of the Saracens vol. II. 


fol. 74- 
ra to 
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Att. to perform the office, but fent one of his 
pig tag 42- friends, whom he defired to officiate in his 
° ' 0 Read. The affafin not knowing him, and 

miftaking him for Amru, gave him a wound, 
of which-he dropped down @ead. The 
murderer, who did not fly the glace, was im- 
mediately feized, and being informed that he 
had killed Charijah, he faid, without th leaft 
concern, ‘‘ I defigned Amru, but God de- 
figned another.” 
Abdalrah- The third of thefe confpirators, Abdalrah- 
man entersin- man, was more fuccefsful in the execution of 
an his wicked defigns againft Ali, than his twu 
map, whoen- companions; for being arrived at Cufah, he 
in n hired lodgings at the houfe of a woman whofe 
in his defign É Š 
tokill Al neareft relations had been killed at the battle 
of Naharwan, and who on that account en- 
tertained a violent inclination of being re- 
venged on the Caliph. Abdalrahman having 
met with an opportunity of founding her in- 
clinations, which he found quite favourable 
to his defigns, frankly confeffed to ber that 
he was come thither with a full refolution to 
rid: them of the author of their misfor- 
tunes. 

The woman, pleafed at this refolution, 
promifed him her utmoft affiftance. Abdal- 
rahman, with a view to fix her more firmly in 
his intereft, made her an overture of mar- 
riage. She did not much decline the offer, but 
anfwered, that fhe required of the man who 
propofed to take her to wife three things as a 
dowry; namely, three thoufand drachmas of 

filver, 
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filver, a flave of each fex, and Alrs head. _ Av’. 
p : ’ z - Hegyra 40. 
Abdalrahman inftantly accepted he condi i. e. 


tions, and at the time appointed for executing 
his difign fhe joined with him two other men, 
named D swan and Shabib, to-bear him 
company, aid affift him in cafe of need. 
It is faid that Ali, during all the month of Ali's prefages 


Ram dan, in which he was killed, had fre- of his ap- 
proaching 


gue: prefages of his death, and had more death. 
than once dropped words to that purpofe, 
when he was in private with his friends. It 

was vifible to all about him that he was over- 
whelmed with the deepeft melancholy, and 

that he had great inward conflicts. He fre- 
quently talked to himfelf, and was once over- 
heard to fay, ‘< Alas! my heart, there is 
need of patience, for there 1s no remedy 
again{t death.” 

On that day which was to terminate the 
life of the unfortunate Caliph, he left his 
houfe early in the morning to go to the 
mofque Ashe croffed his court-yard, a great 
number of domeftic birds uttered loud cries, 
which being obferved by one of his flaves, he 
threw a ftick at them to make them quiet, 
but the Caliph faid to him, ‘‘ Let them alone, 
for their cries are only lamentations fore- 
boding my death.” 

The three affafflins waited for Ali at the He is affafii- 
door of the mofque, and as he was ready to ™#*4- 
enter, they feigned a quarrel amongit them- 
felves, and drew their fwords. Darwan 


made a ftroke at Ali, but miffed him, and the 
blow 
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blow fell on the gate of the mofque. Ab- 
dalrahmar ftruck him on the head, in the 
very place where he haa before received a 
wound at the battle of Abzab, which was 
fought in Mahomet’s time, and the {troke was 
mortal. 

The blow given, the three villains fled 
without being apprehended. Darwan crept 
home, where he was killed by a perfec lio 
had feen him with his fword drawn againft 
Ali, and Shabib ran away with fo much {peed, 
that he efcaped, and was never taken. 

As to Abdalrahman, he feemed at fir{t ter- 
rified at the thoughts of the crime he had 
committed, and ftrove to conceal himfelf in 
a corner of the mofque, but he was foon 
found with his fword drawn. For fome time 
that affaffin ftoutly denied the fact, but he 
fhortly afterwards openly confeffed it, and 
was brought before Ali, who delivered him 
into the cuftody of his eldeft fon Haffan, with 
orders to let him want for nothing, and that 
if he died of his wound, the murderer fhould 
not be put to a painful and lingering death, 
but fhould be executed at one blow. Ali 
died about the fifth day after he was wound- 
ed, and Ali’s commands were punétually 
executed*, As 


* This is the account given by D’Herbelot of the death of 
that aafin, which he probabiy took from Perfian authors. 
But Tabari and Abulpheda, authors of great note amongit 
the Arabians, relate it in a very different manner. A ul- 
pheda fays that his hand was firft cut off, and then his foot 
on the oppofite fide : that next they put out his eyes with a red 
hot iron, then cut out his tongue, and afterwards burned him ; 

to 
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As to the Caliph’s perfon, he had a very 
red face, large eyes, a prominent belly; his 
head was bald, but his beard thick, and his 
breaft hairy. His phyfiognomy was pleafing, 
florid, and youthful, and his countenance was 
ufually covered with a {mile. 

Amongtft the furnames or honourable titles 

weh the Muffulmen beftow on Ali, there 
are two principal ones, to wit, Wafi, and 
Mortada, or Mortadi.* ‘The firft of which 
fignines in Arabic, legatee, mandatary, ex- 
ecutor of a man’s will, and heir, that is of 
Mahomet. ‘The other means, beloved by, 
or acceptable to God; and even in his life 
time they called him Efed-Aliah-Algalib, the 
victorious lion of God. His followers have 
alfo given him other titles; the Shiites in par- 
ticular (who might be called his adorers) call 
him Faid-al-Anwar, the diftributer of lights 
or graces; and in Perfian, Shah Mordman, or 
the king of men. 

However, thefe great eulogies did not pre- 
vent his name, and that of all his family, 


to which he adds, the curfe of God be upon him. The 
account given by Abulpheua feems much the more probable, 
confidering the heinoutnefs of the crime, and the temper of 
that people. For though it is not impoffible that Ali might 
give {uch orders, yet itis fcarce credible that they were fo 
mercifully executed: but after what manner foever he was 
put to death, the hereticks conftder him as a martyr. 
Ockley’s Hiftory of the Saracens. vol. II. fol. 78. 

* From whence European travellers have corruptly cailed 
him Mortis Ali, which the readers have miftaken for his 
name. Ockley vol. IT. fol. 81. 
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Ara from being curfed, and their perfons excom: 
a 49- municated in all the moiques of the empire, 
. Ær. 660. — 
under the dominion of the houle of Ommi- 
yah, from Moawiyah to the time of Omar- 
ebn-Abdalaziz (the eight Caliph of that fa- 
mily) who fuppreficd this folemn male- 
diction. 
There were alfo fome other Caliphs-o 
race of Abbas, who exprefied a great averuon 
to Ali, and all his pofterity*. On the contrary, 
the Fatemite Caliphs of Egypt caufed his 
name to be joined with that of Mahomet, 
in the publication of the times of prayer, 


which they made from the minarets of 
their mofques. 
Place of Ali's Ali was buried near Cufah, and it is faid 
fepulchre. that his fepulchre was kept hid during the 
reign of all the princes of the houfe of Om- 
miyah, and that it was not difcovered till the 
reign of the Abaffians, which is fcarce cre- 
dible. However, in the year of the Hegyra 
476. A. C. 977, Samfam Aldoulat, a prince of 
the race of the Buians, who reigned at Bag- 
dat under the Caliph Thaï, built a fumptuous 
monument over it, which the Perfians gene- 
rally call Kunbud-Faid-Alanwar, the dome 
of the difpenfer of lights and graces. And 
though the tomb of Ali is fo well known to 
be near Cufah, yet fome of his fect believe 
him to be ftill alive, and affirm that he will 














* Namely, Motaded, and Motawakel, to whom they fay 


he appeared in a dream, and threatened them with his in- 
dignation. 


come 
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come at the end of the world, and fill the Aut. 
the earth with juftice. Others are {o extra- Fits ra ga 

3 — . er. bOO. 
vagant as to make him a divine perion. 
The more moderate, indeed, fay that he is 
not truly God, but that in many things he 
partakes of the divine nature. 

Ali is held in great reputation for wifdom Works of 

a ongit all the Mahometans. ‘There is ex- een ha 
tant ot his writing a centiloquium, or a hun- 
dred fentences *, which have been tranflated 
from the Arabic into Turkifh and Perfian, 
and the other languages of Upper Afia. But 
the. moft celebrated piece is intituled Jefr- 
we-Jame: it is written upon parchment in 
myf{terious chara€iers, intermixed with figures, 
wherein are faid to be contained all the im- 
portant events that have happened or fhall 
happen from the beginning of Muffulmanifm 
to the end of the world. Jaafer\Sadec has 
deciphered (in. fome manner) a part of this 
parchment, (which is depofited in the hands 
of Ali’s family.) As to the entire explication 
of it,” that in their opinion is referved for the 
12th Imam, who is furnamed, by way of ex- 
cellence, the Mohdi, or Grand Direétor. This 
Imam hath appeared amongft them: but 
they believe that God, having taking him un- 
der his protection at the time he was per- 
fecuted by the Caliphs ef Bagdat, carried him 














* There is likewife a collection of verfes under the title 
of Anwar Alokail, ‘and in the bodleian library is a large 
book of his nteénces. 

Ockley, vol, II. fol. 34. 
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Att. away into a place unknown to them, and that 








Hegyra 49. he will nor return till the laft day, in order to 
Ch. xr. 660. , > 
bring the whole world to embrace Maho- 
meti{m. 
Maxims of Befides the books we have mentioned, we 
Ah. find in authors many fentences and apoph- 


thegms under the name of Aii, which are ful! 
of good fenfe and inftruction, and clearly 


nife{t the rectitude of his heart. 
The author of Rabi Alakyar quotes the 


following, which 1s one of the moft inftruc- 
tive; ‘© He that would be rich without 
means, powerful without fubjects, and fub- 
jet without a matter, let him {erve God, and 
he will find thefe three things.” 

He one day madea reply, which might 
have been fufficient to have filenced all fuch 
as reproached him on account of the feuds 
and divifions which had prevailed in the {tate 
from the beginning of his reign. One of 
his captains having pertly afked him, why 
the reigns of Abubecre and Omar, hr prede- 
ceffors, were fo peaceable, and the reign of 
Othman and his own were fo full of troubles ; 
Ali wifely anfwered, ‘‘ The reafon is plain; 
Othman and I ferved Abubecre and Omar, 
during their reigns: and Othman and I had 
none to ferve us but you, and fuch as are like 

on." 
á There is alfo another maxim of Ali (in 
the book intitled Rabi Alakyar) which ftiikes 
at the conduct of thofe who, from a fpirit of 
party, in the fequel formed the fect of Alli. 
‘PE hofe 








the ARABIAN 5 


Thole fectaries, to diftinguith ghemfelves 
from the reft of the Muffulinen, wore a tur- 
ban of a different colour and particular fa- 
fhion, and alfo traced their hair after a manner 
quite different from the reft of the ditciples 
of Mahomet. ** “Take ereat care,” faid he, 

never to feparate yourfelves 1rom the fellow- 
i> 0" other Miuffiilmen; for he that 
feparates himfelf from them, belongs to the 
devil, as the fheep that leave the flock belong 
to the wolf; therefore give no quarter to him 
that marcheth under the flandard of fchifm, 
though he hath my turban on his head, for 
he car ies with him the infallible mark of a 
man that is out of the right way.” 

This fentence mauife: ly condemns thofe 
who vaunt themfelves for being of his fect, 
fuch as are the Perfians at this time, fome of 
the princes of the Ufbecks, beyond the river 
Gihon, and feveral mighty monarchs in the 
Indies; who, by putting on Ali’s turban, have 
feparated themfelves from the reft of the 
Muffulmen. 

Mlofain Waez alfo recites this pafflage of 
Ali, in his paraphrafe and commentary upon 
the Alcoran; ‘* God hath given to men two 
Imams, that is to fay two pontiffs, or media- 
tors between him and them: the firft is the 
prophet, who is gone arid is no more amoneft 
them ; the fecond which remains, and thall 
conunue always with them, is prayer, which 
they make to obtain pardon of fins.’’. 
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Thefe feétaries mutually beftow on each 
other the name of Shiites *, which properly 
fignifies a fcandalous reprobate fect; but it 
hath been particularly applied to the fectaries 
of Ali, who have from time to time raifed 
great difturbances in the muffulman empire, 
in order to fet on. the throne tne defcendants of 
that Caliph, to whom alone they offert the 
throne of right belongs. Of this frequent 
examples will hereafter appear, when we 
treat of the dynafties which they have for- 
med, under the feveral denominations of 
Alians, Fatimites, Edriffites, and Ifhmaelites. 
Ali, as it has been mentioned in the life of 
Mahomet, married Fatima, the daughter of 
that prophet. After her death he had feveral 
other wives, among whom he had fifteen fons 
and eighteen daughters. Fatimah brought him 
three fons, to wit, Haffan, Hoffein and Mohaf- 
fan, the latter of whom died in his infancy. 
The two former (as well as Ben Haniphiyah, 
Abbas, and Amru, his children by other wives) 
left pofterity behind them, and Haffian and 
Hofein, and their defcendants, are remarkable 
in the muffulman hiftory, on account of the 
eminent perfons they produced, and the re- 
volutions they occafioned in the feveral ages 
of Mahometi{m. 


















* The Arabians who call themfelves Sonnites, that is, ob- 
fervers of the tradition and orthodox, do not allow the name, 
but call themfelves Medheb ; that is, a feét which follows ap- 
proved opinions: and the fect of Ali call themfelves Adaliyah, 
which fignifies the religion of them that follow juftice, and the 


right fide. Ockley vol. Il. page. 88. 
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the ARABIA N S, Sr 


H A 5 5 A N 


The FIFTH CA LIP oH. 





ASS AN, eldeft fon the lat. Ca- Hecryra 4o. 


liph, was unanimouft, chofen to fuc- Ch. zr. obo. 


A 





cecu his cher. So foon as Ali’s friends per- ^ !refufes to 
ceived his wound to be mortal, they would 


have prevailed on hım to name a fucceffor ; 
but, befides the reafons he micht have not 


name a fuc. 
cefior. 


© 








Faffan having been thus appointed Caliph Haffanchofen 
without oppofition, the people fwore fealty iii 

to him, after he had taken an oath to ftand 

by the Koran, and the tradition of the apottle. 

But how great foever his fatisfaction might 

be to afcend the throne by fo univerfal a con- 

fent of the people, yet he foon experienced 

that he was very unfit to bear with dignity 

the weight of a crown. 


So mild and peaceable was his difpofition, Chara&er of 
that he had an averfion to all noife and tu- Hafan. 
VOL. il. Cà mult, 
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mult, and in particular to thofc of war. And 
as he rather inherited his fath-r’s piety than 
his valour, fo he feemed fitter for a mofque, 
than the command of an army. 

However he was foon forced to take up 
arms, on the entreaties of his fubjeéts, who 
earneftly reqcired that the war with Mos 
wiyah fhould be renewed. He thenerore 
began his march towards Syria at the head of 
a {trong army, precceded by twelve thoufand 
men under Kais, whom he appointed to com- 
mand them. 

Moawiyah having alfo taken the field, 
marched out to meetthe Caliph. Kais with his 
twelve thoufand foldiers (though greatly infe- 
rior in number to the troops of Moawiyah) 
acted with fo much prudence and condućt as 
to keep the enemy at bay, without rifking a 
battle; and fome fmart {fkirmifhes having 
pafied, Kais ftrongly intrenched himfelf, and 
quietly waited the arrival of the main army. 

In a fhort time Haflan joined dim, and 
preparations were made to attack the Syrians. 
But one of the Caliph’s men having been 
murdered in that juncture, and he propdfing 





to punifh the offenders, the troops mutinied, 


and the officers engaged in the difpute: Ina 
word, they came to extremities even in the 
Caliph’s prefence; and fo greatly were they 
wanting in refpect both to his perfon and dig- 
nity, that they violently threw him from his 
feat, andit was with difficulty he efcaped, after 
having received a wound. 





This 
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This accident having happened near Ma- Hassan. 
daien, (whither he had brought his army) Hegyra. 41. 


Ch. ær. 661. 
the Caliph retired to the caftle there, to fe- ii ha - 
cure himfelf from the fury of the mutineers. hi er oa 


But that ftep had like to have been fatal to daien. 
him: the governor’s nephew ftrongly incited 
his uncle to take away the Callph’s life, but 
he would not hear of fo bafe a propofal. 
The nephew would then have prevailed on 
him at leaft to take Haffan prifoner, and fend 
him bound to Moawiyah; but this he alfo 
generoufly refufed, urging the facred laws of 
hofpitality, the laws of honour, in a word, 
how fhameful a thing it would be, fo to be- 
tray the fon of the daughter of God’s apoftle. 
He therefore declared that he would not 
only leave the Caliph at liberty, but alfo pro- 
cure ‘him all the comforts and conveniencies 
in his power. 

The mind of Haffan was filled with dif- Hafan re. 
quietude. The infolence of his troops, the epee to abs 
contempt they would {hew for him thould~~ ~ 
he leave the infult unpunifhed, the danger 
he forefaw jn inflicting punifhment on the 
guilty, and moreover the great diflike he had 
to continuing a war, the firft events 











crifice his quiet, and much lefs to expofe his 
life to the hazard of war. 


G 2 Hoffein 
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FIAssan. Hoffein, his youngeft brother, to whom he 
ra eh 457 communicated his defign, ufed his utmoft 
"endeavours to prevent him from carrying it 
into execution: but though he remonftrated 
to him th great difparagement and refiection 
it would cat on the memory of their father, 
Haffan perfit din his refolution. He forefaw 
that by a voluntary abdication, he fhould 
make a friend of Moawiyah, wno out of 
gratitude would not fail amply to reward him 
for making fo confiderable a facrifice, which 
would enable him to pafs a quiet eafy life in 
{ome obfcure corner, a condition well befit- 
ting a man, who had neither courage nor am- 
bition. 

Moawiyah, who had fpies even in the 
Caliph’s court, was foon made acquainted 
with Haffan’s defign; and for that reafon he 
ordered his generals to make no attempt on 
the Caliph’s army, but to keep on the defen- 

five. In the mean time he fet his emiffaries 
to work, who fo artfully managed the in- 
trigue, that the treaty was concluded before it 
was publickly known to be in agitation. 
Conditions Haffan having thus fixed his refolution, 
eee wrote to Moawiyah; he informed him that 
Moawiyah the grief he felt to fee the faithful Mufful- 
in return for men expofed to the calamities of a ciyil war, 
the furrender- : š 
ingupthe he was induced to put an end to the dif- 
Caliphate to pute by facrificing his own intereft; that 
nina, he was determined to refign the. throne, 
and that in order to prevent a continu- 
ance 
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ance of the war, which might happen 
from the attempts of a new rival; he had 
refolved to refign it into his hands. He 
added, that as fo valuable a prefent merited 
fome grateful return, he had three conditions 
torequire of him; firft, that Moawiyah fhould 
give him all the money in the treafury of 
Cutah ; fecondly, a confiderable eftate in Per- 
fia; and thirdly, that Moawiyah fhould make 
no reproachful reflection upon his father Ali. 

As Moawiyah could not pay too dear for 
an abdication fo advantageous to him, he rea- 
dily granted the conditions*, and a treaty 
was forthwith drawn up, which was figned 
by both parties. This being done, Moawiyah 
and Hafan went together to Cufah, where 
the ceremony of the abdication was to be 
performed. 

A general affembly of the people was ap- 
pointed to be held in the chief mofque, when 
Haffan having mounted the pulpit, and 
given praife and glory to God for infpiring 
him with the means of reftoring peace to 
the Muffulmen, expreffed himfelf in the fol- 
lowing terms: ‘* Moawiyah contended with 
me touching the Caliphate, to which I had a 
a greater right than he; but I chofe rather 
to furrender it to him, and thereby {pare the 
effufion of muffulman blood. ‘The world is 


* Itis faid that Moawiyah refufed to grant the third arti- 
cle; upon which Haffan requetted that he would at leaft for- 
bear to make fuch refileCtions in his hearing; which Moawi- 
yah promifed, but did not perform. Ockley’s Hiftory of the 
Saracens. vol. ll fol, 9s. 
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Hassan. liable to changes, and even this affair alfo hath 
Liga iy ts, 2 time pfefixed for its duration* ”’ 
ae Thefe laft words had like to have raifed a 
quarrel. Mioawiyah interrupted the Caliph, 
commana d him to fit down, and told him 
it was impr dent to give the people to under- 
{tand that the ftep he was then taking might - 
be productive ot freth difturbances. 

Hafian, paffing over unnoticed this reproach 
of Moawiyah, coolly refumed his difcourfe, 
and clofed it with informing the people that 
he had three things to lay to their charge : 
firft, the murder of his father; fecondly, 
the affronts offered to his own perfon; and 

wio iai thirdly, the robbing him of his goods. For 

€e unans . . > 

refufe to give though Moawiyah had promufed him the 

the treafureto treafure of Cufah, they refufed to deliver it 

scien up to him, infifting that it was their property, 
and could not be alienated without their 
confent. 

Moawiyah This refufal of the Cufians was grievous to 

makes him = Ffaffan, and indeed Moawiyah could not but 

anes be highly diffatisfied with it. However he 
did not think fit in any manner to controvert 


their defign. For as he was poffeffed of the 











* It may be inferred from this account, that Hafflan volun. 
tarily made the above harangue. But Tabari El-Makin fays, 
it was Owing to a hint given to Moawiyah by Amru-ebn-Alas 
of the neceffity of fuch a teftimony of the abdication ; which 
being importunately urged, Moawiyah confented to it againft 
his own opinion, and fome authors fay hewas fo difpleafed with 
the clofe of Haffan’s fpeech, that he feverely chid u for 
prefine him to it, and others fay he was never afterwards 

cartaly reconciled to Amru. 


Qckley, vol. II. fol. 96. 
Caliphate, 
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Caliphate, which he had fo long aimed at, tHassan. 

his whole care was employed in efétabluihing mm Fap 
his power; and he freely affigned to Hafan ` 
a revenue of about three mill:ons per annum; 

to which he from time to time ədded very 

valuable pretents. 

Hafan departed from Cufah with Hofiein Hafan and 

his brother; they retired to Medina, where i aaa 
they lea a private and retired life. How- —— 
ever, Moawiyah ftrove to roufe them from 
their {tate of inactivity, when the Kharegites 
(thofe hereticks that gave Ali fo much dif- 
turbance) took up arms againft the new Ca- 
liph. He wrote to Haffan to march out 
again{t them, and to reftrain them till he 
could bring up his army. But Haffan an- 
{wered, that he had given over all public af- 
fairs in order to avoid war, and that if he had 
been inclined to fight at all, he fhould have 
made war again{t him. 

In this manner he paffed feven or eight Haffan’s 
years, that is to fay all the ret of his days, ¢eath. 
at Medina : he died in the forty-ninth year of 
the Hegyra, being but forty feven-years old. 

Itis afhrmed that his days were haitened by 
Moawiyah, who fuborned his wife to poifon 
him. It is alfo faid he was induced to commit 
that crime, to get rid of a promife he had 
made to Haflan, that he would not name a 
fucceffor during Haffan’s life, and would refer 
the clection to a certain number of perfons 
whom Haflan was to appoint, 

G «4 When 











83 


HASSAN. 


Hegyra 41. 
Ch. Ær. O01. 
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When Moawiyah had fixed himfelf on 


the throne, he formed a refolution of making 
the Caliphate hereditary in his family, and of 
naming Yezid his fon to be his fucceffor ; and 
in order to-avoid the reproaches of Haffan on 
account of 1 is breaking the conditions {tipu- 
lated between them, he refolved to put an 
end to that prince’s life. “Phat he might be 
more fure of fuccefs, he practifed with Hai- 
fan’s wife, and fo won her over to his ın- 
tereft by a feigned promife of marriage *, that 
fhe confented to poifon her hufband. 

The blow ftruck, fhe required of Moa- 
wiyah a performance of his promife, but he 
treated her requeft with contempt, and of- 
fered her a iarge fum of money, which fhe 
accepted of, for her pains. 

When the time of Haffan’s death drew 
near, his brother, who perceived he was 
poifoned, earneftly begged he would inform 
him who had adminiftred the deadly potion, 
and fwore he would take fuitable vergeance 
on him: but Hafan anfwered with treat 
calmnefs, ‘‘ O brother ! the life of this world 
is made up of nights which fpeedily vanith 
away: let the guilty wretch alone, till he and 
I appear together before God.’’ 

He directed by his will that his body 
fhould be buried near Mahomet -his grand- 


* Ockley fays that Haffan’s wife was fubarned by  ezid 
the fon of Moawiyah, who promifed her marriage ; but when 
fhe had murdered her hufband, he wifely refufcd to truft himfelf 
in her embraces., 


father. 
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father. Atvefha at firít coniented to it, but 
finding that the whole family of OỌOmmiyah 
oppoted it, fhe afterwards retracted her con- 
fent: fhe declared that the houfe where M ı- 
homet was buried was her property, and 
Haffan’s body fhould not be laid there, fo they 
jaid him in the common buryirg place. 

As his reign was of no longer duration 
than fix months, or thereabouts, {ome authors 
have not reckoned him among{ft the number 
of Caliphs. But I have followed Ebn-Athir, 
and other writers, who have not thought fit 
to omit him: for he a¢tually enjoyed the íu- 
preme dignity, and though his reign was 
fhort, yet he was as much a Caliph as any of 
thofe who poffeffed the throne many years. 

Haffan had many children *, the moft fa- 
mous of whom was Abdallah, whofe pof- 
terity caufed great difturbances in the mufiul- 
man empire. 

As to Hoffein, his branch was chief of the 
fect of Ali, becaufe it maintained poffeffion of 
the office of Imam +~, the principal ecclefiaf- 
tical dignity among the Mufiulmen. It is 
related of this Caliph, that a woman havin 

once prefented him with a bunch of fine 








*-Ockley fays fifteen males and five females.—He adds, 
thst. his wives were all remarkably fond of him, though he fre- 
quent'y divorced’ them, and married others. 

+ Some amongit the fectaries of Ali drew the defcent of 
the Ima .ıs from Abdallah, one of his children, who had a fon 
hamed Yahia, but the Perfians will have the fucceffion to pais 
from Haffan to his brother Hoffcin. 

Ockley vol. II. fol. 105. 
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Hassan. herbs, he afked her if the was a tree wo- 
Hegyra 41- man, fhe told him fhe was a flave, but that 
Ln. Ær 66L e 

the prefent fhe had made him was rare 
and curious. Hailan gave her her liberty, 
and {faid te thofe prefent, ‘‘ We have received 
this inftruction from God himfelf, that we 
ought to return to thofe who give us gifts,- 
fomething of more value than that which 


they give us” Meaning that this moral in- 
{truction 1s couched in the Koran, which 
the Muffulmen look on as the word of 


Csod. 3 


They alfo relate a wonderful inftance of 
his moderation. A flave having {pilled a 
difh of fcalding broth on him as he fat at 
table, inftantly fell at his feet, and repeated 
thefe words of the Koran, <‘ Paradife is open 
to thofe that govern their paflion”. Hafan 


anf{wered, Iam not in paflion. ‘The flave 
went on, “and to thofe who pardon offen- 


ces’; I pardon yours, faid Hafan. The 


{flave went on to the end of the verfe, which 
fays: ** God loves thofe above all who do 


good to fuch as have offended them”. Haf- 











Hafan A 

through devotion, fhould not be wiped off, 
nor the water which remains upon the body 
after legal wafhing; becaufe this wat ma- 


kes the face of the faithful fhine, when they 
appear in the prefence of God.” 
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Tne SIA TIH CALIPH. 





{eflion of that dignity, and rendered it here- 


O {oon aS Haffan had fok:imnly furren- MoAwIYAH. 
dered the Caliphate, Moawiyah took pof- Hegyra 41. 


Ch. sat 66i. 


ditary in his family, whereas it was before Commence- 
ment of the 


him elective. In his perfon began the dy- 
nafty of the Ommuyans, fo famous in the 





Dynatties 
the Ommi- 


arabian hiftory, which took its name from yans. 


Ommiyah, who was great*grandfather to 


Moawiyah. 
The father of this Caliph was named Abu- 


Sofian, and was one of the chiefs of the 
noble tribe of the Coraifchites, of which Ma- 


-= homet was alfo. When that prophet took up 
arms in defence of his doctrine, the Coraif-~ 
chites who were extremely averfe to it, took 
up arms alfo, and appointed Abu Sofian gene- 
ralififmo of their forces. 

That general fignalized himfelf on feveral 
occafions ; but in fpight of all his efforts, Ma- 
hamet was almoft ever victorious. At laft 
he was convinced of the truth of Mahomet’s 
pretenfions, and on the day of the famous 
v ‘tory of Bedre, he publickly embraced Ma- 


honpetifm. 
Bke example of fo confiderable a profe- 








lyte had the greateft influence on the reft of 


the tribe,. who, for the moft part, became 
followers 


of 
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followers of Mahomet. It is related that 
Abu-Sofian after his converfion, begged 
three things of Mahomet. The fift, that 
as he hid commanded the forces of the In- 
fideis again{t the poCeffors of the true reli- 
gion, he mi zht kow (in order to expiate his 
crime) comm.nd the army of the Faithful 
again{t the Unbelievers. In the next place 
he requefted that the prophet would appoint 
Moawiyah to be his fecretary ; and his third 
requeft was, that Mahomet would take to 
wife one of his daughters named Gafah. The 
two former petitions were granted, but Ma- 
homet excufed himfelf, and declined grant- 
ing the laft; alledging fome reafon, (which 
the arabian author has not mentioned ) why 
he could not legally comply with his requeft. 
Abu-Sofian was accordingly appointed com- 
mander of the troops, and Moawiyah to be 
Mahomet’s fecretary, in which poit he con- 
tinued many years. 

After the death of his father, Moawiyah 
gained fo great a reputation under the Ca- 
liphs, Mahomet’s fucceffors, that on the con- 
queft of Syria, he was appointed governor of 
that province; and during his government 
he gained fo many friends, and raifed his 
power to fo high a pitch, that at laft he 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Caliph in a 
moft irregular and unconftitutional marner. 
By means of his confummiate bravery and 
policy, he removed every obftacle in his way 
to the throne, and, fpight of the utmoft 

efforts 
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efforts of his enemies, he prevented any ill Moawrvan. 
effects that might have refulted frem the in- eet ey eee 
fufficiency of his ejection. jiii 

The beginning of his reign was difturbed neers * 
by an infurrection of the Kharegites, who ; A a 
were, as we have already obferved, declared rcéion of the 
enemies to all fubordination ; and who were Kharegites. 
not properly dealt with at their rife. Ali had 
indeed beat them; but had not effectually 
rooted them nut.. And as the weak conduét 
of the laft. Caliph was by no means calcu- 
lated to render him formidable, they were 
infpired with a frefh inclination to take up 
arms againit the government. 

Moawiyah, unwilling to fall into the fame 
fault which his predecefior had committed, 
made the moft fpeedy preparations to reduce 
a party, who fo openly defied his authority, 
and fent the Syrians out againft them. But 
the fuccefs did not anfwer his expectations ; 
the Syrians were defeated in feveral actions, 
and the Kharegites became more infolent, and 
were more to be feared. 

Upon this the Caliph had recourfe to the ana . 
inhabitants of Cufah, and the people of Irak, Ciel: Wain ae 
and intreated them to give a proof of their Cufah and 
fincerity and obedience to him, by oppofing ga 
a fet of wretches who fet at nought all law againt the 
and religion, and who being under no re- Kharegites. 
ftraint, had made war againft them without 
the .caft pretext, and might one day become 
matters of their country. 

















Thelle 
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Thefe remonftrances had the defired effect. 
The Cufians and Irakians took up arms, and 
marched out in battle-array again{t the Kha- 
regitcs. The latter, reflecting that the junc- 
tion of thofe troops with the Syrians 
would form too powerful a party to be re- 
fifted, made {cme attempts to prevail on them 
to remain neuter; and as they knew that 
the greateít part of them had acknowledged 
Moawiyah from no other motive than the 
hopes of extinguifhing the flames of civil 
war, and that they in no wife approved the 
manner in which he raifed himifelf to the 
throne, they fent to them a deputy, who 
took a very artful method to perfuade them 
that it would be moft prudent and advan- 
tageous for them, not to engage in the war 
they had declared againft Moawiyah. 

After many conferences had been held, 
the Kharegite deputy told them, that con- 
fidering their opinion of things, no preju- 
dice could enfue to them by their not en- 
gaging in the difpute: “For”, faid he, € is not 
Moawiyah our common enemy? let us there- 
fore make war upon him: if we kill 
him, you are rid of a tyrant, and if he de- 
{troys us, you will be free from all difquie- 
tude on our account”? 

The Irakians refufed to lend an ear to he 
advice of the Kharegites ; they though it a 
matter of the utmoft importance, and the 
bufinefs of every rational man, to join in 
the deflruction of’ a feét who ftrove to 
Be independant of law, religion and focicty. 

They 
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They therefore furioufly attacked them; and 
after feveral actions, in which each party 
gave the moít fignal proofs of valour, at laft 
a bloody battle was fought, which decided 
the fate of the Kharegites. “The Irakians 
gained a compleat victory, and the oppofite 
party was almoft totally exterminated. 


95 
NIOAWIYAH. 


Ficyyra 42. 
Chi. ær- 662. 


After the deftruction of this fect, Arabia Hegeyra 43. 


for fome time enjoyed a calm. However, 
little is to be met with in hiftory, worth ob- 
fervation, from the time of that battle to 
the forty-third year of the Hegyra. And even 
that year is remarkable only on account of 
the death of the famous Amru-ebn-al-As, fo 
renowned for his courage and {kul in the art 
of war. He was one of the firít heroes of 
Muffulmanifm ; and Mahomet ufed to fay of 
him, (as tradition goes) * That there was no 
truer muffulman, nornone more {tedfaft inthe 
faith, than Amru.” 

He was juftly celebrated by hiftorians on 
account of the quicknefs of his natural parts, 
his valour, his capacity, and his exploits in 
Egvpt; even the misfortunes he underwent 
furnifhed the writers of thofe days with a 
fubject for eulogiums. He died in his go- 


vernment of Egypt * in which he was con- 








* Amru was fent by Omar into Egypt, which he con- 
que d, and was made govesnor thereof. Othman con- 
tinue him in that poft four years, and then difmiffed him: 
upon = hich he retired, and led a private life in Palefline. 
After Othman’s death, he went over to Moawiyah on his 
invitation, and had (as has been already related) a confi- 
derable fhare in the controverfy between Ali and Moawi- 
yah. . 


tinued 


AY. 25. 66%. 


Death of 
Amru. 
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Moawiyan- tinued by Moawiyah, together withe poffef— 
Flegyra 43. fion and property of all the revenues of that 
Se shes ERs opulent province, on condition only of main- 


taining, at his proper expence, a fufficient 


Rife of Ziyad. 





named Ziyad, who had diftinguifthed him- 
felf amongit the Arabians for his abilities, 


matterly eloquence, and military exploits. 
He was the fon of Abu-Sofian as well as 


Moawiyah, but as his birth was illegitimate, 


an unknown perfon. 


He gave early proofs of what he 
one day be. 








“ It is faid, he durft not own him for fear of Omar's feve- 
rity. 


judge 
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judge of mankind, having once heard him Moiwiyan 
{peak in an affembly of the companions of Hesyr1 43. 
the prophet, with gieat force and folidity, ee Bes 
took much notice of him, and publickly faid, 

that had he been of the tribe of the Cori- 


ifchites, he would be fit to govein the Ara- 
bians. 


The Caliphs whom he f€rved did not fail 
to reward his merit. He above all other 
things diftinguifhed himfelf on account of 
his conduct in Perfia, at the time he was 


employed by Ali to tranfact fome public af- 
fairs in that extenfive province ; in the ma- 


nagement of which he fhewed himfelf to be 
matter of fuch rare talents, as foon acgulied 
him the greate{t reputation. 

When Hafan abdicated the Caliphate, Zı- He fdes with 
yad abfolutely refufed toa ‘knowledge Moa- 3° Alans. 
wiyah, though he was his natural brother. 

‘The regard he bore to the memory of Ali, 
his benefactor, induced him tc flight the 


new Caliph, and to join the party of the 
Aliana 
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MoawrivaH. dence with Ziyad, from the time he 
aie 43- had done him a piece of fervice in a matter 
a E great coniegquence ~, 
Nicgei:ah made fo good ufe of his friend- 
fhip with Ziyad, and offcred him fuch advan- 
tageous terms, that at laft they prevailed on 
him to join Moax.iyah, and acknowledge 
him as Caliph. -Iie was received at court 
with all poflibie marks of efteem and refpeéct, 
and his brother affured him that he would 
foon put him in a coadition of occupying the 
chief pofts of the ftate, without the leaft fear 
of being for the future reproached with the 
bafenefs of his original. 
He acknow- In confequence of this promife he cauféed 
ledges him for proper witnefies to be examined in an allem- 
his brother. Í 
bly of the people, to prove that Ziyad was 
his brother by the father’s fide +, and after 
a folemn and formal enquiry it was openly 
declared that he was the real fon of Abu- 














* Mogeirah was accufed of committing adultery. Ziyad, 
who was then Cadi or judge of the place wheie the crime 
was committed, either through favour, or for wan of legal 
proof, found means to acguit him, and caufed the wit- 
nefles to be feverely fcourged as calumniators. See Sale’s 
'Tranflation of the Koran, chap. 24th, entitled Light, fol. 287. 

+ The purport of the evidence was, that Abu-Sofian in 
the days of ignorance, before drinking of wine was made 
a fin by the Koran, travelling in Thayef, refrefhed himfelf 
at a public houfe, where he lay with Ziyad’s mother, then 
married to a Greek flave. ‘The old man that kept the 
houfe was alive, and gave evidence touching the coa vería- 
tion of Abu-Sofian *with Somyah; and his evide ce was 
fo fiong, that it would have amounted to a fufficjent proof 


in a cafe of impotency. 
Ockley, vol. II. p- 114. 


Sofian > 
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Sofian; and Moawiyah acknowledged him Moawrvan. 
to be his own brother, fprung as well as him- Foie ae 
{elf from the noble blood of the Coraifchites, si ci o 
and confequently capable ef enjoying the 

chief pofts in the ftate *. 

Moawiyah’s relations were greatly dif- 

gufted at and bitterly complained of this ftep, 
which at the fame time that it procured to 
Ziyad much greater honour and advantages 
than he could otherwife have expected, had 
brought on an enquiry highly difadvantagious 
to the character of old Abu-Sofian, (who 
had lived and died with a good reputation) 
as well-as a difparagement on the whole 
family. 
Moaawiyah difregarded the murmurs and 
complaints that were uttered on this account, 
and thought only of ufefully employing the 
great talents of Ziyad for the good of the 
{tate and the advancement of his own in- 
tereft. 

He immediately appointed Ziyad to be Hegyra 44. 
governor of Baforah, whither it was necef— ©? ær- 664. 
fary to fend without delay fome perfon of Ziyad is made 
refolution gnd ability, who, by a due exer- iomh a 
tion of his authority, might put a ftop to 
the diforders that had long reigned there. 
















* It was obferved by Abulpheda, that this was the firft time 
the oran was openly violated i a judicial way of proceed- 
ing 3 the child belonged to his legal father, the Greek 
flave th married his mother: And Mahomet has left it as 
a decifion in fuch cafes, «The child to the blankets, and the 
whofe to the ftone :” meaning, that the child fhauld be 
brought up, and the whore ftoned. 
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Abdallah-ebn-Amer had been lately removed 
from the government of that city, becaufe 
through too great a mildnefs and gentlenefs 
of difpofition, he had fuftered the country 
to be quite over-run with thieves and mur- 
derers. The Caliph fent in his room Ha- 
reth, who made fome attempts to remedy 
the evils caufed” bv Abdallah’s lenity; but 
they had taken fo deep root, that he could 
not potlibly pluck them up. At laft Ziyad 
was fent, as the moft likely man to draw the 
{word,and chaftife their infolence with exem- 
plary punifhments. 

When he arrived at Baforah, things were 
in fuch a condition that it was not fafe to 


tne city and walk the ftreets, efpecially in the night-time, 
i-s neighbour- which was full of tumult and bloodfhed. 


hood. 


He therefore called a general affembly of 
the people, and in a fevere f{peech * gave 
them to underftand, that he was provided 
of the proper remedies to put an end to the 
infolent crimes which were continually com- 
mitted there; but before he adminiftred 
them, he was willing to inform thofe who 
were guilty, that they would do well tg quit 
the city forthwith, for he would not fpare 
one that fell into his hands. 


* Ziyad had an excellent talent at fpeaking in p»bdlic, 
being reckoned the beft orator next to Ali, who had hat his 
equal. One of the polite arabians ufed to fay, t at he ne- 
ver heard a man {peak well, but he wifhed he ould have 
done, being in pain for him left he fhould flag, and ir- 
jure himfelf by fpeaking worfe, Ziyad only excerted, for 
the more he {poke, the more he excelled. 

He 
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He next publifhed an order, forbiddin g all Sioawryan, 
perfons, of what quality foever, to appear in (-sy" 44 
the ftreets or any public place after the hour ~ a 
of evening-prayer, on pain of death: and 
that his orders might be put in execution, he 
appointed a {trong guard to go the rounds,and 
put to death all they {hould find out of their 
houfes after that hour. 

This order might have been attended with 
inconveniencies, but as it was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary that fo great an evil fhould be 
remedied, it was rigoroufly put In ex- 
ecution. ‘Two hundred perfons were kii- 
led the firft night; and this fevere exam- 
ple made fo ftrong an impreffion on the in- 
habitants, that fcarce any perfon ftirred out 
of his houfe after the limited time; how- 
ever five were put to death the fecond night; 
but the third night paled with great tran- 
quillity, and not a man fuffered the penalty. 

Thus peace and fafety was reftored to the 
city, and thefts and robberies were no longer 


heard of. 

Moawiyah was the better pleafed to find Hegyra 45. 
that order was reftored in Baforah, as he was “a vial : 
apprehenfive his enemies would take advan- the i 
tage of the tumult and confufion which pre- infeveral pro- 
wailed there, to decry his government, or 0 
perhaps increafe their party by fending fome 
of their adherents for that purpofe to the 
city. The feverity, and at the fame time 
the prudence of Ziyad’s conduct in quelling 
the many diforders which he had found in 

ri. 2 Baforah, 
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Baforah, induced the Caliph to have re- 
courfe to him to b-ing about the fame 
advantageous change in Scjeftan and Cho- 
rafan, provinces of Perfia, and in Bahrein 
and Amman, provinces of Arabia. ‘The 
Caliph muft have entertained a very high 
opinion of Ziyad’S abilities, when he be- 
{towed on him fo many pofts at a time, 
one of which alone wouid have found full 
employment for the conimon run of men. 
Nor did the Caliph unadvifedly beftow 
thefe employments on him; for though it 
might be fuppofed that he would have been 
overwhelmed by a multiplicity of bufinefs, 
yet he was fuperior to it all: and the more 
they committed to his care, the ligkter was 
to him the burthen of his government. He 
was neither favage or cruel in his tem- 
per, though ke executed {trict juftice ; he did 
every thing in his power to maintain or- 
der, peace and tranquillity amongft the 
people; but at the fame time he governed 
in a defpotic manner, and would not fuffer 
the leaft flight of his authority, or difo- 


bedience to his commands. 


An example of this appears from the 


conduct of Hakem-ben-Amer, a mufful- 
man captain. That officer having been fent 
by Ziyad to take a place *, fucceeded ir the 
enterprize, killed a great number of the 
enemy, and brought off all the riches of 
the inhabitants; of which he immediately 


* Called mount Afhal, 





fent 
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fent advice to the governor. 
him back word, that the emperor of the 
faithful had commanded that all the gold and 
filver coin belonging to the booty fhould be 
laid apart, that it might be put into the 
treafury. 

This order being contrary to a decifive 
rule in the * Koran, where it is faid in ex- 
prefs terms that only a fifth part of the fpoil 
fhould be referved for the treafury, and the 
reft be divided amongft the captors, Hakem 
did not think fit to obey + ; but after having 
referved the fifth part, according to the text, 
he diftributed the refidue among{t his troops. 
Ziyad having been informed of this ftep, 
fent a perfon to arreft Hakem, and would 
doubtlefs have inflicted an exemplary punifh- 














* The eighth chapter of the Koran intitled the fpoils. 
This chapter was occafioned by the high difputes touching 
the divifion of the fpoils taken at the battle of Bedre, 
between the young men who fought, and the old men who 
had ftaid ur der the enfigns, the former infifting they were 
entitled to the whole, and the latter that they ought to have 
4 fhare; and to end the contention Mahomet pretended to 
have received orders from heaven to divide the booty 
amongft them equally, after taking out a fifth part for the 
treafury. See Sale’s tranflation of the Koran, chap. 8. fol. 139. 

+ He fent Ziyad word that the authority of the book of 
God was fuperior to the emperor of the faithful’s letter. 
For it is faid, that though the heavens and the earth confpire 
together againft a fervant of God who puts his truft in him, 
he will find him’a fecure place of refuge, and a means of 
deliverance. Having divided the fpoil according to the 
text, he evpected no mercy, and faid, O God ! if I may find 
favour in thy fight, take me. His requeft was granted, and 
he died quickly after. Ockley’s Hiftory of the Saracens, vol. 
FE fol. 119. 120. 
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And Ziyad fent Moawivan 


flegyra 45. 


Ch. ær. 005. 
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Moav tran. ment on him for his difobedience, had not 
Fa wr a. death {oon taken him away l 
a iiini To this frmneís and refolution of Ziyad 
the Caliph was therefore indebted for the efta- 
bliihment of his authority in many cities of 
the muffulman empie. He had the fame 
obligation to divers other commanders whom 
he fet over other places: but we are unable 
to give an hiftorical account of the events 
which muft have paffed during that time, 
fince the arabian authors have afforded us na 
hight in that refpect*. 
Fegvia 40. They have been fullas fparing even in re- 
negate gard to Moawiyah himfelf; they país cver 
os . feveral years of his Caliphate, in which they 
rahman, the {carce mention him, and what they fay is 
fon of Kha- very little worth notice. For example, all 
ray ~ s P% Wwe know of him in the 46th year of the 
Hegyra is, that having entertained a jealoufy 
of Abdarrahman, fon of the famous Kha- 
led, who (being no ways inferior to his father 
either in point of courage or conauct) had 











* This year died Zeid the fon of Thabet, one of Maho- 
met’s fecretaries when he di€tated the Koran. Heewvrote 
that copy which was ufed by the Imans at the command of 
Othman. Zeid was a man of the greateft parts of any of 
the age. He learned the Hebrew language in fifteen days, fo 
as to be able to read the books of the Jews. He learned the 
Perfian of one of Cofroes’s ambafladors in eighteen days : and 
he learned Æthiopick, Greek and Coptic of one of Mahomet’s 
faves. He was fifteen years old at the battle of the dit h. He 
wa» a moft pleafunt and facetious man at home, and the moft 
referved abioad. Once he faw the people coming from prayers, 
and he haitened to get out of the way like one that did not care 
to be feen. He ufed to fay, he that doth not reverence men, 
will not reveacnce God. Ockley, vol. II. p. 120. 


gained 
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gained the hearts of the foldiery, Moawiyah MoawiyvaH 
tampered with a chriftian fervant of his, A wi lay 46. 


under promife of a great reward *, to poifon 
his mafter, who was then in Syria, whilft 
the Caliph was employed in an expedition 
again{ft the Greeks. ‘The conditions were punc- 
tually performed on both fides; but the flave 
did not long enjoy the reward of his perfi- 
dioufnefs. ‘Che fon of Abdarrahman, who 
was alfo called Khaled, receiving information 
of his father’s murder, went from Medina 
into Syria, and killed the affaffin with his 
own hand. Upon this Moawiyah caufed 
Khaled to be imprifoned, and did not fet 
him at liberty till he had paid a pecuniary fine 
for the expiation of murder +- 














x & 666. 


In a {hort time another event happened at Ziyad infule- 





Cufah, which made a great noife. Ziya 
being at the mofque in that city, afcended 
the pulpit, and made a {peech to the people, 
which lafted till the hour of prayer. A Muf- 
fulman named Hejer (who was the ftricteft 
man then living in all things relating to 
the exercife of his religion) arofe in the 
midit of the affembly, and cried out Salah, 
to prayers, and began to chant them, even 
whilft Ziyad was fpeaking: upon which 
the latter was forced to come down and 












= ‘To remit his tribute, and give him the heutenancy of 
Hems. 

+ Thus is a common praétice in mahometan countries, 
paticilarly in Perfia, where the relations of the deceafed may 
take their choice, either to have the murderer put into their 
hands to be put to death, or elfe to accept a pecuniary fatif- 
faction. Vide Sale’s Koran, chap. II. fol. 21. 


join 


dq ed by the in- 
habitants of 
Cufah. 
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He informs 


the Caliph of s à : 
it, and retires Wrote a letter to Moawiyah, in which he ag- 


toBaforah. øravated the infult, informed the Caliph that 


Hejer was a man-who paid no regard either 
to his fovereign, or thofe invefted with his 
authority ; that if he did not fpeedily take 
proper meafures, the party of Ali would 
foon prevail in Cufah, and that Hejer was 


very capable of exciting the people to a 


revolt. 
Upon this Ziyad forthwith retired to Ba- 


forah, to wait for the Caliph’s anfwer, and 
left his lieutenant behind to manage public 
affairs in the beft manner he could during his 
abfence. But he foon received information 
what Hejer and: fome other inhabitants of 


Cufah had refufed to acknowledge his deputy, 
and ufed to throw duft at him when he was 


in his pulpit. 


H t » -. = $ » 
ap = This information obliged Ziyad to come 


feize there- back to Cufah; he had received the Caliph’s 
bels. orders to imprifon Hejer and his adherents, 


and calling an affembly of the people, ke 
mounted the pulpit, and made them a very 
fevere fpeech. He told them, that the gos 
vernment had too long winked af their info- 
lent and difobedient behaviour; and as they 
were daily trampling upon the Caliph s au- 
thority, by fetting at nought and infulting his 


lieutenants, it was high time to inflict an ex- 
emplary 
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emplary punifliment on the guilty, and that Moa — 
wra 26. 


he had received orders from the emperor of ig 


the faithful to fee the fame executed. 

Hejer, who was a zealous triend to the 
Alians, was fo enraged to hear Ziyad fre- 
quently give to Moawiyah:the title of em- 
peror of the faithful, that at laft he cried out 
aloud in the affembly, < God curfe thee, thou 
lieft”; and at the fame time he took up an 
handful of duft, and threw it in the go- 
vernor’s face. 

Ziyad with great prefence of mind con- 
tained his refentment; he cooly came down, 
went to prayers amongit the people, and 
quietly retired to the caftle. “The next day 
he {ent a party to take and bring Hejer before 
him, but he, fearing what would happen, 
had called his friends about-him and ftood on 
his defence, and a fmart fkirmifh eafued 
between them and Ziyad’s foldiers ; however 
they (who fought only with iticks and 
{tones) could not long hold out agaixft well- 
armed men; and feveral of the rzbeis having 
been put to the fword, the reft were intimi- 
dated, and Heyer with thirteen of his friends 
were taken, and being chzined hands and 
feet, were fent to Moawiyah to be pun:fhed 
fox having {poken reprouchiully of the Caliph, 
affronted his Emir, (Ziyad) and atlirmed 
that the government belonged of rizht to 
none but the family of Ali. 


(F 
D 


666. 


The Caliph called a council to deliberate Punithment 
on this affair, and opinions were divided, of the rebels. 


All 





1a 





MoawIVAH. 


Ficgyra 46. 
Ch. ær. 666. 
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All agreed that Hejer was guilty, but the: 

differed as to the manner of punifhing hun. 
Some were for putting him to death; others 
were for banifhing him and his adherents, 
and ditperfing them through the feveral pro- 
vinces of his extenfive dominions. ‘The for- 
mer opinion prevailed, through the preffing 
inftances of Ziyad, who in a letter he wrote 
to Moawivan told him, that if he had any 
thoughts of preferving his authority in Irak, 
or of keeping that province, he muft by no 
means think of ufing clemency on fo impor- 
tant an occafion: He caufed his letter to be 





' backed by fome of his friends at the Calzph’s 


court, and the fentence of death was pro- 
nounced. ‘The criminal’s head was cut off *, 
and feveral of his adherents were executed at 
the fame time: about fix of them obtained 
their pardon on the follicitation of fome of 
the chief men of the court, whom the Ca- 
liph could not deny f. 


{t 


* When Hejer came near the place of execution he beg- 
eed timc to wafh himfelf, which he always punctualay per- 
formed ; after which he faid two fhort prayers, and rifing up, 
faid, had I been afraid of death, I could have made them 
longer; but when he faw his grave ready digged, his wind- 
ing fheet fpread out, and the cxecutioner’s fword drawn, he 
was obferved to trembie. And being asked, if he had not 
faid that he was not afraid, he anfwered,, how is it pofftole 
to be unmovec at iuch a protpect ? The executioner bid him 
ftretch out his neck ftrair; he anfwered, he would not be 
amftant to his own death. Then his head was immediately 
{ítruck off, his body was wafhed, and he was buried in his 
chains, according to his own direétions. 

Ockley, vol II, fol: t26, 1 ==. 

+ Aicha fent a miL onger to intercede for Elejyer and the 
ether criminale, G45 lic. arrived too late: Whee Noawryah 

alters aads 
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It feems according to arabian authors, that Meawrtan. 


nothing pafied in the 46th and 47th years of 
the Hegyra more remarkable than the pu- 
nifhment of Hejer, and the poifoning the 
fon of Khaled ; for during all that time, and 
even for great part of the year 48, they re- 
late nothing worthy obfervation, either in 
refpect to the general hiftory of the Arabians, 
or to the Caliph in particular. 


Ga, ar. 666, 


Ch aTr: O98. 


They had however furely ample materials The Mufiul- 


to have worked upon, in giving an account of 


Conftantino- 


the preparations which Moawiyah made for ple in vain. 


the fiege of Conftantinople, to which city 
he fent a numerous fleet towards the end of 
the year 48. One would think that an ar- 
mament of fuch a kind would have been 
much more worthy the attention and in- 
guiries of hiftorians, than a number of infig- 
nificant things with which they have filled 
their works. 

We therefore only know in general, that 
Moawivah, who had formed a defign of 
raifing a fleet even whilft he was only go- 
vernor of Syria, had vigoroufly endeavoured 
to earry that defign into execution, fo foon 
as he attained the Caliphate. When he 
thought himfelf in a condition of keeping 
the fea, he equipped a fleet, which he fent 


afterwards vifited Aiefha at Medina, fhe faid to him from 
behind the curtain, what was become of your compaffon 
when you killed Hejer and his companions? I lofe that, 
mother, faid he, when I am abfent from fuch perions as you. 


to 
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Moawryau. to Conftantinople under the command of hie 


Hegyra 48. 
Ch. ær. C68. 


Death of 
Abu Jiub. 


Hegyra 49. 


Ch. zr. 669. fin 






Yezid. 


fon Yezid. 

They laid fiege to the city, which was 
of long duration, and unfuccefsful ; and thefe 
are the only important particulars that au- 
thors have thought fit to relate of it. In- 
ftead of giving usa circumiftantial account of 
fo important an enterprize, and which was 
fo long carried on as to have produced many 
great and important actions and events, they 
have been very particular in informing us, 
that three of the companions of Mahomet, 
notwithftanding their great age, went on that 
hazardous expedition ; that the army {fuffered 
extreme hardfhips intheir march, but were en- 
couraged by a tradition, no lefs than a plenary 
indulgence ; Mahomet having faid, ** The fins 
of the firft army that takes the city of Cæfar * 
are forgiven.” “That a famous muffulman cap- 
tain (one of the companions and wha was pre- 
{fent with Mahomet at the battles of Bedre 
and Ohod) named Abu Jiub, was killed 
during the fiege, and buried near the walls of 
the place +. 

The author who gives the moft circum- 
ntial account of the attempt upon Con- 














Expedition of {tantinople, relates, that Yezid at the head 


of a {trong army in a very fhort time took 


æ Jerufalem was then called the city of Czfar. 

+ A mofgque he. been fince raifed over his tomb, which 
is held in fuch veneration by the turks, that to this very day 
the emperors of the Ottoman family go thither with great 
ceremony to have their {words girt on upon their acceffion to 


ig throne. 


away 
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away from the grecian emperor, Armenia Moawr?au, 
and Natolia. He then pafied the Hellefpont, eo 42- 
and laid fiege to Conftantinople, and that the Aiii 
Greeks took no care to prevent his approaches. 
That they contented themfelves with appear- 
ing in a pofture of defence upon the ram- 
parts, and quietly fuffered the Arabians to 
{t and cover themfelves in the neighbour- 

ood of the city, the circumference and ex- 
tent of which was fo immenfe, that the 
muffulman troops could not compleatly in- 
yeft it. ‘That notwithftanding this difadvan- 
tage, the Grecians in no wife difturbed, their 
tranquulity ; and that the Saracens plowed 
and fowed the fields adjacent to the town and 
fuburbs, and gathered in the harveft with 
the fame facility they could have done in their 
own country. And that after having thus 
paffed two years, they formed feveral attacks, 
in which they loft a great number of men, 
and finally raifed the fiege. © 
During the time of that enterprize, great Inconftancy 
difturbances arofe in Africa, the inhabitants of the Afri- 


whereof feemed inclined to throw off the S*"* 
mufiulman yoke. 
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He builds the 
city of Kair- 
wan. 
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lat, but not without trouble, fixed the in- 
conftant genius of that people. After having 
fruitlefly ufed all the methods mercy and 
moderation could fuggeft, he refolved to 
make ufe of feverity, and thereby gained his 
point. He caufed a regifter to be kept of 
the names of all thofe who were the chief pro- 
moters of the changes in religion which fo 
frequently happened in that province, and 
gave orders that they fhould be all put to the 
edge of the fword: and he at the fame time 
iffued a proclamation, importing, that for 
the future he would act with the fame vigour 
again{t all fuch as fhould dare to abandon the 
religion of the prophet. 

The fears of death made a {trong impref- 
fion on the inhabitants of that country, but 
the better to prevent the ill effects of their 
inconitancy, and keep them in awe, he caufed 
the city of Kairwan + to be built, which 
city afterwards became the capital of the 
province of Africa (properly fo called.) For 








* In the soth year of the Hegyra died Mogeirah-ebn Said 
governor of Cufah. ‘The plague had raged there, on which he 
retired, and the peftilence ceafing, he returned and died of it.— 
He was an active man, and of good parts. He loft an eye at 
the battle of Yermouk, or, as fome fay, by looking at aneclipfe. 
He was accounted to be of the wrong party, and a chief of 
them. ‘They reckon five elders on Ali’s fide; Mahomet, 
Ali, Fatima, Haffan, Hoffein. ‘Their oppofites are, Abu- 
becre, Omar, Moawiyah, Amru, and Mogtirah. This year 
alfo died Rahya, One of the earlieft profeffors of Maho- 
metifm. Mahomet faid, that of all men he ever faw, Rahya 
did moft refemble the angel Gabriel. 

+ It was diftanced from Carthage towards the north eaf 
thirty-three leagues, and twelve froin the fea. 





this 
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this purpofe he chole a country veiy woody, Morwivan 
and full of ferpents and wild beafts, which as a 
had often done great mifchief: befides, the st ai ii 
woods had ferved as an afylum to the rebels 
during the time of their revolt; and the go- 
vernor had been greatly retarded and per- 
plexed in his march, when he purfued them. 
He therefore caufed all the trees in the neigh- 
bourhood to be felled, and they proved of 
fingular ufe to him m building the new city. 
There he fixed his refidence, and it be- 
came the center of his jurifdiction, and it was 
foon confiderable on account of its com- 
mverce, the number of its inhabitants, and 
the reputation it gained when the {fcien- 
ces flourifhed there. 

The Saracens alfo made ufe of it as a place 
of arms; there they depofited their riches, 
and alfo the booty they took from their ene- 
mies. And as it was remote from the fea, 
and bordering upon the defert, they were 
fecure trom the invafions of the grecian or 
roman navies; and indeed the governor had 
taken fuch precaution in fortifying both the 
coait and the avenues to the city, that no de- 

{cent could have been made there with any 
profpect of fuccefs. 

W hilft Okbad was eftablifhing the govern- Zi; ad atks for 
ment of Moawiyah th Africa, the famous Reg em 
Ziyad was employed in fubduing the Alians bia. : 
in the teveral places coinmitted to his charge. 

After having forced the Irakians to return 
to their duty and fubmit to the Caliph, he 

V Ote dil. I wrote 
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wrote a letter to him, to afk for the govern- 
ment of Arabia. The manner in which he 
expreffed himfelf in his letter, plainly fhews, 
that Irak was fo well fecured that there was 
no reafon to fear any future difturbances, 
and that he could with the fame facility fe- 
cure the peace and tranquillity of the reft 
of Arabia. ‘* My left hand, faid he to the 
Caliph, is here employed in governing the 
people of Irak: in the mean time my right 
hand remains idle. Give it Arabia to go- 
vern, and it will give you a good account 
of it.” 

Moawiyah, who was fenfible of how mush 
importance it was to him, to employ a man 
o capable of doing him fervice, immediately 
granted his requeft. The news of it being 
foon fpread abroad, was not very pleafing to 
all that heard it. Amongft others, this nọ- 
mination greatly alarmed the inhabitants 
of Medina, who were afraid of his rough 
and violent temper. One of them, named 
Abdollah-ebn-Zobeir, alluding to the ex- 
preffions made ufe of by Ziyad in his letter 
to the Caliph, publickly uttered this prayer: 
« O God! satisfy this right hand which is 


-idle and fuperfluousto Ziyad*.” It is faid that 


foon after this prayer Ziyad was feized with 
a. peftilential ulcer in ane of the- fingers of 


his right hand, and that he died of it, as he 


* There is in thefe words an elgant allufion to the name 
cf Ziyad, which fignifies in Arabic, abundant and fuper- 


Husus. 
was 
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was on the road going to to take pofieflion Moawivan- 
of his government. Authors fix his death Rega 53- 
in the 53d year of the Hegyra, and the 672d ii mel 
of the Chriftian æra. 

The fame year died the famous Gia- aea of Gia- 
balah-ebn-Aihan, the laft king of the tribe ae 


of Gaffan, who were arabian chriftians. He 
embraced Muffulmanifm in the Caliphate of 
Omar; but quitted it on account of fome 
differences he had with that Caliph, and re- 
mained amongft the Chriftians till his death. 


Moawiyah was fenfibly touched at the lofs Hegyra 54. 
of Ziyad: He was indebted to him for the ni 89) 


eftablifhment of his authority in all the pro- 
vinces of the muffulman empire; and if any 
malcontents {till remained, they dared not 


fhew their heads. 
The Caliph finding himfelf in peaceable He fixes the 
poffeffion of his dignity, fixed his refidence ae at 
at Damafcus. He thought this city was cus. 
worthy of being chofen as the capital, as 
it had gained the admiration of all mankind, 
on actount of its pleafant fituation, its ex- 
tent, the magnificence of its buildings, and 
the mildnefs and goodnefs of its climate. 
In order to render the city venerable ta He propofes 
the Muffulmen in particular, he refolved y a as 
that the very pulpit from which Mahomet a meagan 
had propagated Iflamiftn, fhould be brought 
thither. He hoped that by erecting fo pre- 
cious a relick of Mahometifm in the mofque 
of Damafcus, and afcending it himfelf, to 
perform the public se the people, ftruck 

2 at 
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at the fight of it, would have a ftronger at 
ta hment to his perfon, and pay a greater 
re~tid to his dignity. 

Hie therefore fent to Medina, and com- 
naand. d that the pulpit of the pro; het fhould 
be fo:ithw'th fent to him. The Medinians, 
alarmed at the Caliph’s defign, entreated 
that they would not deprive them of a trea- 
fure which was the only thing they had to 
comfort them, fince it was determined their 
city fhould be no longer honoured with the 
prefence of their fovereioen, as it had been 
ever fince the days of the apoftle of God. 

But their remonftrances were ineffectual,and 
the order imported that the pulpit fhould be 
brought away even by force, if need required. 
They thercfore prepared to execute the Ca- 
liphs commands notwithf{tanding the oppo- 
fition of the Medinians, when there imme- 
diately happened an eclipfe of the fun, which 
they all looked on as a prodigy, and as a 
manifeft indication of the divine difpleafure, 
for their prefuming to lay hands on the 
apoftle’s pulpit : and the metiengers of 
Moawiyah, terrified at an event, which they 
fuperftitioufly concluded to be a miracle, de- 
fitted from their enterprize. They therefore 
informed the Caliph of what had happened, 
ond received orders to leave the relick in the 
place where the prophet himfelf had fet it. 

In this year Moawtyah deprived Saéd of 





Bre the government of Medina, and reftored it 


to Merwan-ebn-Hakem, the former poffefior. 
But 
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Merwan to demolifh Saéd’s houfe, and feize 


all his effeéts in Hejaz. ‘The new governor 
acquainted Saéd with the purport of his or- 
ders, and told him he could by no means 
avoid putting them in execution: He even 
remonftrated to Saed, that if he had been in 
his (Merwan’s) place, he would have done 
the like, a governor being obliged to obey 
the commands of his fovereign. 

He was much furprized when Saéd in- 
formed him that he had received orders from 
the.Calipl#f at the time he himfelf was go- 
vernor, to treat Merwan in like manner, but 
in regard to the friendfhip that had fo long 
fubfiftted between them, he had ventured to 
difobey. In a word, he produced the Caliph’s 
letter, and told Merwan he had rather cho- 
fen to rifque the Caliph’s difpleafure, than 
feel the pain he muft have fuffered in ruin- 
ing his friend. Merwan readily acknow- 
ledged Saéd’s fuperior generofity, imitated 
him in his conduét, and gave over all thoughts 
of executing the Caliph’s order. ‘They both 
eafily perceived that this was an artful con- 
trivance of Moawiyah to fet them at variance, 
left their union fhould prove prejudicial to 
his authority. Merwan wrote to Moawiyah 
on this account, and he being not a little 
afhamed at his own ungenerous dealing, re- 


voked the unjuft command, approved of 


i 2 their 















ri? 


Chr. wr. 67 


But authors do not fay what was the caufe of Moawiyan. 
this change. The Caliph alfo commanded (7273 54: 


Je 
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Moawrtyan.their conduct, and affured them they might 
an -y depend on his friendthip. 
, er. 673. a 

| The {.me year the Caliph gave the govern- 

oe ment of the province of Chorafan to Obei- 

sor of Chars: dotiah, tic fon of Ziyad, who was then but 

fan. 20 * years old. ‘This extraordinary favour 

was beftowed on him for his behaviour when 

upon the death of his father he came to pay 

his duty to Moawiyah, and to give an ac- 

count of what had paffed in the feveral pro- 

vinces of which Ziyad had lately been go- 

vernor. That young Muffulman {poke with 

fo much good fenfe and judgment, and gave 

fo fatisfactory an account of the di‘pofitions, 

character, zeal and conduét of his father’s 

deputies, that the Caliph, amazed to find fo 

much merit in fo young a man, readily 

placed his whole confidence in him, and fet 
= him over a confiderable province. -+- 

eee the =Moawiyah had not the leaft caufe to repent 

ss the choice he had made. Obeidollah foon 

gained the affections of the people committed 

to his charge; and they boldly marched un- 

der his command, when he had formed a 

defign of attacking the enemies of the ftate. 

He paffed the river Gihon, otherwife called 


æ Ockley fays, 25 years. 

+ This year Moawiyah depofed Samrah, who was Zi- 
yad’s deputy over Batorah. When Samrah heard the 
news, he faid, <‘ God curfe Moawiyah: If I had ferved 
God fo well as I have ferved him, he would never have 
damned me to all eternity.” This much refembles the {peech 
made by Cardinal Wolfey when he was feized by order 
of Hienry the Eighth. Perhaps the Cardinal was indebted 
to this Arabian tor the though. 

the 
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the Oxus, and advanced as far as the moun- MoawIYAH. 


tains of Bochara. There he encountered the œ 
Turks, and giving them battle, he heat them, 
and put their forces fo totally to the rout, 
that their queen, who was in the action, 
loft one of her bufkins in the flight, which 
made the fortune of him that found it; for 
it was fo richly ornam€tnted, that it was 
valued at two thoufand pieces of gold. 


Obeidallah was preparing to pufh his con- Hegyra §¢. 


quefts with the utmoft vigour, when he 
was recalled by the Caliph, who had taken 
a refolution of fending him to Baforah to 


his govern- 


replace Abdallah the fon of Amru, whom ment, and the 
he was forced to deprive of that government, teafon why. 





on account of acommotion which happened 
in that city. One day as Abdallah was 
preaching in the mofque, a leading man of 
one of the tribes of the Arabians threw duft 
at him. ‘The governor, enraged at fo grofs 
an infult, caufed the Muffulman who had 
offended to be forthwith feized, and fol- 
lowing Ziyad’s example on a like occafion, 
he ordered his hand to be cut off, which was 
executed on the fpot. 

Some of the leading men in Baʻorah, and 
in particular the chiefs of the tribes, who 
were the governor's enemies, went to Moa- 
wiyah, and loudly complained of Abdallah’s 
cruelty, who had fo bafely treated one of 
the chief inhabitants of the city, without any 
proof of the infult he pretended to have re- 

1 4 ceived. 
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ceived *. And they entreated the Caliph 


to execute the law of retaliation upon the 
fovernor. 

The C: tiph, amazed at the warmth and 
eagerne{s with which the Baforians profe- 
cuted Abdallah, {ftrove to appeafe them by 
promifing to punifh him; he gave them to 
underitand they could have no retaliation 
again{t his deputy, but he would fine him. 
It foon appeared that this judgment was gi- 
ven only to pleafe the Baforians ; for Moa- 
wiyah privately gave order that Abdallah 
fhould pay no part of the fine, and it was 
actually iffued from the public treafury. 

The heat with which this aftair was 
carried on, plainly convinced Moawiyah to 
how great a degree the Baforians were dif- 
gufted with their governor. He forefaw it 
would be impofflible to continue him in his 
poft, without expofing him to freíh infults. 
He refolved therefore to recall him, and fub- 
{tituted in his room Obeidollah, the fon of 
Ziyad, who left Chorafan to the care of one 
Aflam, a worthlefs man, and very unfit for 
an employment of fo much importance. He 
was foon difmified, and Moawiyah appoint- 
ed Saéd, the Caliph Othman’s grandfon, lieu- 











Upon being applied to by the chief of the tribe, they 
told him Moawiyah would deal py him and his, as he had 
dealt with Hejer and his companions ; wherefore, added they, 
give it under your hand that you did the aétion indifaeetly, 
which he foolifhly complied with, in hopes of pacifying 
them ; and the mefiengers produced it to Moawiyah in 
fupport of their charge againit him. 


tenant 
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tenant in his ftead. In this place he gained Moawtyau. 
as great a reputation as Obeidollah hadalready neal aah 
acquired there, by adding new prov nces to oe 
thofe of which the Muffulmen were already 
in poffeffion *. 

Hitherto the government had been elec- Hegyra 56. 
tive, but the great fuccefs which had attended ba eee i 
Moawiyah in all his undertakings, from the procures his 
time of his elevation to the Caliphate, had = a pa m 
infpired him with a defign of rendering that pis fucceffor. 
dignity hereditary in his family. He had been 
long ruminating on this project, and at laít 
refolved to put it in execution, and to oblige 
the people to declare his fon Yezid his heir 
and fucceffor. For this purpofe he wrote 
circular letters to all the provinces; the Sy- 
rians and Irakians came in to the Caliph’s 
defign, and Yezid was proclaimed by them 
without the leaft oppofition. 

But it was not fo at Medina. Malek, who 
was then governor of that city, having at- 
tempted ło caufe Yezid to be proclaimed 
there, As prefumptive heir to the Caliphate, 
was ftrongly oppofed by the major part of 
the inhabitants, who were headed by Hof- 

{ein the fon of Ali, Abdallah-ebn-Amer, Ab- 
darrahman, the fon of Abubecre, and bro- 
ther of Aiefha, and Abdallah the fon of Zo- 


beir; who umanimoufly declared they would 

















Saéd paffed the river Gihon, formerly Oxus, went 
to Samarcand (afterwards the capital of the great Tamer- 
lane) and Sogd. Having there routed the idolaters, he went 
to Tarmud, which furrendered to him. 


never 
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Moawtyan. pever fuffer a dignity to be rendered heredi» 


Hegyfm 56. 
Chr. zr. 675. 


tary, which had been always elective amongtit 
the Muf almen. They reprefentedto him that 
the cro. n ought to be given by the votes of 
the people alone; and that it ought always 
to be conferred on the moft worthy, agreeable 
to the intention of the prophet and his fuc~ 
ceffors, who had never appointed, or fo much 
as named a perfon to reign after them. 

The Caliph having been foon informed 
of what pafled at Medina, in hopes of encou- 
raging the matter by his prefence, went 
thither in perfon, attended by a thoufand 
horfe, and had a long conference with 
Atefha on that fubject. We are not told 
the particulars of what paffed there ; but the 
refult was, that the inhabitants of Hejaz pub- 
lickly acknowledged Yezid as heir to the 
Caliphate. 

Moawiyah having thus fucceeded in draw- 
ing off the people from their chiefs of the 
oppofite faction, attempted to bring over the 
heads themfelves. He afcended the pulpit 
in the mofque, and having read the prayers, 
he made a very pathetic fpeech, to convince 
them how neceflary it was, for the fake of 
the public tranquillity, that fuch as had op- 
pofed Yezid’s ele<tion, fhould comply 
with the opinion of thofe who had fub- 
mitted to it. He employed his utmoft ef- 
forts to make them unanimous, bur all in 
vain ; for, fpight of all his remonftrances 
and threats, the adherents ftood their ground, 


and 
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and fhewed by their refolute anfwers that Moawiyran, 

they defpifed his menaces. or ie 
Though Moawiyah was vehem ntly en-~ “~~ i 

raged, and had a force at hand, ie dared 

not offer any violence to the opponents ; 


they were very confiderable amoneft the 

people, and even amongft thofe of a con- 

trary opinion; fo that the Caliph did not 

think it prudent to make ufe of compulfion. . 
After this, Moawiyah gave his advice to ea i ig 

Yezid touching his conduét when he fhould fie aka 


: of the charac- 
be placed on the throne, and told him whatters of the 


he had to fear from the chiefs of the oppo- acces’ seis 
fite faction. ‘* Hoffein, faid he, has a ftrong sid 
party, confifting of his own family, and 

many amongit the Irakians; they will con- 
tinually urge him to make war againft you, 

and perhaps he will comply ; but it will be 

rather from notions of honour, than through 
ambition: Therefore if by the fortune of 

war he comes under your power, remem- 

ber he is your relation; confider he is a 

perfon of fingular merit, and fet him at li- 


berty without the leaft hefitation. As to 
Abdallah, the fon of Amer, I think you have 
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MoawryaH into any cabal. But Abdallah ebn-Zobeir 
Hegyra 5 ; nee 7 S $ 
Cee an ar the mn you ought moit to fear; heis of 


an enter rizing genius, and capable of any 
undertaking ; he will attack you with the 
ftreneth of the lion, and the fubtilty of the 
fox: death alone can free you from fuch 
an enemy : therefore if ever he falls into your 
hands, cut him in pieces.”’ 

Moawiyah was highly pleafed that he had 
carried his grand point, and that an innova- 
tion of fo great i1mpo:tance as the appoint- 
ing a fucceffor to the crown in his life-time, 
had caufed no greater difturbances than thofe 
already mentioned. He thought his fon was 
fit to reign, but the opinion he entertained 
of his merit was without foundation. View- 
ing him with a father’s eye, he {pyed in him 
a thoufand peifections ; but paternal love 
made him blind to all his faults. 

Whatretarded Yezid was a profligate young man, wholly 
cia ioe fporti i d drinkin 
defignofcauf. ZIVEN up to fporting, gaming an Z. 
ing his fon to Lhe famous Ziyad knew him well; and 
pe acknow- having been confulted by Moawiyah at the 
edged his fuc- .. . é > : o 
cello: time that Caliph was revolving in his mind 
the defign of tranfmitting the crown to his 
fon, he did all in his power to divert his fove- 
reign from executing the project. Ziyad 
only objected how dangerous it would be to 
alter the fundamer tal conftitution-of the ftate. 
As to Yezid’s fitnefs and merit, he was cau- 
tious of being too explicit toa father; how- 
ever 1t appeared from what he faid, that he 
did not think Yezid would anfwer the Ca- 
liph’s 
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liph’s expectations, or that the choice would Moawivau, 
do honour either to the throne or the nation. er debi 7 bar 

Moawiyah was ftaggered by thef remon- © sila i 
{trances, and for fome years laid h s project 
afide : but upon Ziyad’s death, who was the 
only man that had taken the liberty of {peak- 
ing tu him touching his fon’s difpofition and 
qualifications, he refumed the defign; how- 
ever two years pafied after his return to Da- 
mafcus, before he fuffered him to perform 
the functions of the Caliphate. 

In this interval hiftorians rnake little men- Hegyra 58. 
tion of the Arabian empire; they only re- De-th fg 
late the death of the famous Aiefha, who efa and Ab- 
ended her days at Medina, and who during ¢#7742man- 
her life time had been treated with the utmoít 
re{fpect by the Mutiuimen *. ‘The fame year 
alfo died her brother Abdarrahman, who 
was one of the four that oppofed Yezid’s in- 
auguration. : 

The next year died Abu-Hureirah, who DeathofAbu- 
had been one of Mahomet’s chief confidants, Hureirah. 
The true name or pedigree of that Mufiul-Ttiegyra 59. 
man is not known, that which is above men- Chr. ær. 078. 
tioned being a nick-name, fignifying father of 
the cat, which was given him by Mahomet, 

n account of his fondnefs for one of thofe 
animals, which he always carried about with 
im. 


* We muft except the time when fhe expofed herfelf in 
the expedition againft Ali, as betore related. At other times 
fhe was called prophetefs ; and when any perfon {poke to 
her, it was generally by the title of Mother of the Faithful. 


The 
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Moawiyrau. ‘The 6oth year of the Hegyra was remark- 
bode e9- able for the inauguration of Yezid. He 
r. ær. 670. A . > 
was pu licly acknowledged as his father’s 
aig ne ing colleague, and took his feat as prefumptive 
ration of Ye- heir to the Caliphate. The ceremony was 
zid. performed with great pomp and folemnity, 
and the young prince received the compli- 
ments and allegiance of all the provinces of 


the empire from their refpective ambafia- 


dors. 
Blindfondnefs Amongft the reft came Al-Ahnaph, a vene- 


Plein ah table old man, Yezid’s uncle. He abode 
| fome time at the Caliph’s court, and the fond 
father being defirous that all the world fhould 
join with him in entertaining a good opinion 
of his fon’s capacity, defired Al-Ahnaph to 
difcourfe him ; and to give him a fair oppor- 
tunity of trying his parts, he left them fome 
time alone, with an injunction to tell him 
fincerely what he thought of Yezid. 

This was a very troublefome tafk to Al- 
Ahnaph ; he was not at all pleafed with his 
nephew’scapacity and character, and was con- 
fequently very unwilling plainly to fpeak his 
{entiments to his brother. He avoided itas long 
as he could, but when he was on the point 
of leaving Damafcus, Moawiyah reminded 
him of the injunction. The old man gravely 
and honeftly anfwered: «< If we lye, we are 
afraid of God ; and if we fpeak truth, we are 
afraid of you: you know beft both hls night 
and his day; his infide and his outfide, his 
coming in and his going out: it is our bufi- 

nefs 
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nefs to hear and obey : yours to give l{cneuo Moawryan- 


273 


to the people’. 

This was enough to have opened the Ca- 
liph’s eyes, as to the fuppofed mers of his 
fon; but that able clear-fighted man, fo fa- 
mous among his countrymen for his great dif- 
cernment, blinded by paternal fondnefs,enter- 
tained too favourablean opinion of him,which 
could by no means be eradicated. ‘Though 
otherwife a prudent man, he could not help 
frequently commending his fon for his ma- 
jeftic look, and expreffing in converfation 
the great opinion he had of his abilities for 
governing a potent empire. But unhappily 
for him, as well as for the nation, he was 
the only perfon of that opinion. 

It is related that in one of his harangues 
to the people ( after the public prayers ) he 
thus addreffed himfelf to the Deity: = O 
God ! If thou knoweft that I have fettled the 
government upon my fon, becaufe according 
to the bcft of my judgment I think him 
qualified for it, confirm it to him. But if 
I have done it out of affection, confirm it 
not.” 

Moawiyah began at that time infenfibly to 
decline ; he was advanced in years, and the 
fatizues of war, and thofe he had otherwife 
fuftained in order to g atify his ambition, 
had greatly weakened his conftitution. The 
laít {fpeech he made in public, was to this 
effect : “< I am like the corn that is to be 
reaped. I have governed you a long 

time, 









Chr. ær. 679. 
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Moaw1yau. time, till we are weary of each other ; both 
Hegyra 60. willing to part. I am fuperior to all thole 
Ch. zr. 6709. 
that fhill come after me, as my predecef- 
fors were fuperior to me. Whofoever loves 
to meet God, God loves to meet him. O 


God! I love to meet thee, do thou love to 








meet me! ” 
Moawlyah’s Shortly after this he was feized with a 
aia sie fainting fit, and was fenfible his end was 


approaching. His fon being then abfent, he 
called to him the captain of his guards, and 
another of his chief officers, and faid to 
them: Remember me to Yezid, and tell 
him this from me: ‘* Look upon the Ara- 
bians as your ftock and foundation, and 
when they fend any ambafladors to you, 
treat them with courtefy and refpect. Take 
care of the Syrians, they are firmly in your 
interef{t, to them you are indebted for the 
inheritance J leave you, and you may depend 
upon them whenever you are attacked by 
your enemies: but 1f you have occafion to 
employ therm out of their own country, fend 
them home again fo foon as they have done 
their bufinefs, for they become worfe by 
ftaying long abroad. Should the Irakians 
demand a new governor every day, oblige 
them, for you had better in fuch cafe part 
with your deareft friend, than: have an hun- 
dred thoufand {words drawn againft you. If 
Abdallah the fon of Zobeir attacks you, op- 
pofe him ; if he offers you peace, accept it, 

and 
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and be as {paring as poffible of the blood of Moawtyan. 
your fubjects.”’ ah = 
Moawiyah died in the twentieth year of a 
his reign, and about the feventy fifth year of Moawiyah. 
his age. When he was dead, Dehac the fon 

of Kais affembled the people in the mofque; 

and mounting the pulpit, with Moawiyah’s 

winding fheet, he fhewed it to the people to 

fatisfy them of his death: he then made an 
encomium upon him, and {aid the burial 

prayer over him. 

Such was the end of Moawiyah, a prince His chara¢ter, 
in great repute amongift the Muffulmen, on 

account of the many eminent pofts he pof- 

fefled. Having been fecretary to Mahomet, 

ħe was appointed governor of Syria, which 

he held four years under the Caliph Omar, 

and in which he was continued by Othman 

during the whole courfe of his reign, which 

was about twelve years; and four years 

more he kept Syria in his own hands by force, 
during bis difpute with Ali. So that the 
time of his government, and of his reign, 
was about forty years. 

Efe was of a merciful difpofition, and 
courageous: he was eafy of accefs, and all 
fuch as had any affairs to tranfact with him, 
could nat help commending his potite and 
affable behaviour. He was of a quick capa- 
city, thoroughly fkilled in the adminiftration 
of government, and mafter of admirable fa- 
gacity in difcerning the characters and merit 
of men. In refpect to his fon indeed, he 
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Moav' ys t-ejther did not, or would not know his true 


žit gyra 60. 
Ch. xr. 679. 
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cha “acter. 

Authors fpeak highly in praife of the 
noble generofity of this Caliph. They tell us 
that when he received vifits from perfons of 
high rank and quality, he ufually invited 
them to take any thing of value, or curious, 
belonging to him, that they had a mind to *. 

The {trict Miufiilmen were not a little 
offended at the richnefs of his drefs; for till 
his time the Caliphs had worn only woollen 
garments. But fo {foon as he became go- 
vernor of Syria, he began to make ufe of 
ilk, and ever afterwards was cloathed in rich 
and coftly array. He alfo lived in a very 
{plendid manner, and made no {fcruple of 
conftantly drinking wine, contrary to the 
ufage of his predecefiors, who had always 
looked upon that liquor to be abfolutely pro- 
hibited. 

This great prince fet himfelf above all the 
laws in order to attain the fovereign dignity 5 
he gained it without being indebted to an 
election, or the fufrages of the nation; by 
the help of Amru he took fuch prudent 
meafures that he affumed the title of Caliph 
by the fole affiftance and countenance of the 
votes of the Syrians, ípight of the nomina- 


















* He made a prefent to Aiefha of a bracelet worth 
100,000 pieces of gold. He prefented Haffan with 300,000 
pieces. To Abdallah the fon of Zobeir he gave 100,000. 
To Hoffein 100,000. ‘The like to Abdollah-ben- Jaafar. 
To Merwan the fon of Hakem, afterwards Caliph, 100,000. 
At another time he prefented Hafan with four millions. 
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tion of Hafflan, whom the Arabians had Moaw:van,. 
raifed tothe throne. And he fo managed his A neyra 60. 
rival as to caufe him to abdicate ın nis favour. maT 
His policy, being happily feconded by for- 
tune, raifed him to that amazing heighth, in 
which he fixed and maintained hinfelf, by 
the help of great íkill and talents. 
He may have been reproached, as an 
ufurper ; but it muft at the fame time be con- 
feffed, that he was a great monarch, and at 
leaft as worthy the empire as any of thofe 
who poffeffed it before him. He was fo 
fortunate as to extend the limits of his do- 
minions, and was the fir{t who tran{mitted 
the crown to his pofterity. To him alfo the 
Saracens owed the eftablifhment of the pofts, 
and the raifing a fleet, ufeful and noble im- 
provements, which fhewed the greatnefs of 
his capacity, and the extent of his genius. 

This Caliph was not learned, but he had Inclination of 
a natural tafte, which fupplied his want of oe 
{kill and, knowledge in the arts and {ciences ; 
and that tafte induced him to efteem and 
favour fuch as excelled therein. He had above 
all 2 fingular affection for poets, and gave 
them proofs of it upon every occafion that 
offered. Arabian authors relate (amongft 
others) two paflages, which it may not be 
improper to mention. 
An arabian robber being once condemned 
to have his hand cut off, was brought before 
Moawlyah, in order that the fentence might 


bé confirmed. ‘The criminal being in the 
K 2 Caliph’s 
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Moawryam-Calioh’s prefence, and reflecting on his great 
a le Ae love for poetry, :nade and repeated four verfes 
<n BF °79- on the fpot, which were very ingenious and 
beautiful; and Mfloawiyah was fo highly 
pleafed with them, that he forthwith par- 
doned the Arabian, and caufed him to be fet 
at liberty. 
This pardon raifeå the ereater admiration, 
as it was the fit fentence pronounced by a 
magiftrate amoneift the Mufiulmen, that had 
not been put in execution: for till the time of 
Moawiyah, the Caliphs had not prefumed to 
fhew favour to thofe whom the ordinary 
judges had condemned. 

The great fondnefs which Moawiyah Had 
for poctry, was alio of great ufe to a young 
Arabian in obtaining f{peedy redrefs for a cry- 
ing injury done him by the governor of Cufah, 
in forcibly taking from him his beauteous and 
beloved wife. ‘The wretched husband came 
to make his complaint to the Caliph, and ex- 
preffed his prefent condition in fo moving an 
elegy, that Moawiyah both moved and de- 
lighted with the bold and pathetic expreffions, 
and lively fancy of the young poet, put off 
the determination of all other bufinefs, in 
order to do him fpeedy juftice. He fent an 


expreis to the governor, and commanded 
him to refign the woman without delay: 
and in the mean timé he kept the husband 


at court, and treated him with great marks 
of refpect. 
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The governor returned a very extraordinary foswrran, 


anfwer, which fhewed the excefs°of his pal- + 3) 
k & 


w & » 


fion. He informed the meflenger that if the 
Caliph would permit him to retain her only 
twelve months, he would confent to have 
his head cut off at the end of that time: 
but the Caliph rigidly anfitted on her being 
given up, and fhe was brought before him. 

So extraordinary an-event excited the Ca- 
liph’s curiofity. He was defirous of fecing a 
woman whofe beauty was fo much talked 
of: onthe fight of her he found tnat fame 
had been far from over-rating her peri :ctions, 
and that her charms were capable oi inipiring 
each beholder with love. Bat when fhe 
fpoke, with her ufual politenefs and elegance 
of expreffion, he declared that he who had 
received fo many embaflies, and converfed 
with the greateft men of his country, never 
before heard fuch a torrent of eloquence 
as flowed from the lips of that charming 
Arabian. 

Moawiyah, in a tranfport of admiration, 
imagined he faw one of thofe divine women 
whom Mahomet has placed in his paradife, 
to adminifter to the pleatures of the blefied. 
He was never tired of liening to her, and 
continually afked her new queitions, that he 
might give her an opportunity of fpeaking. 
After a pretty long converfation, the Caliph 
afked her, (having purpofcly aflimed a ierious 
air) for which fhe had the greateft affcction, 
the governor or her husband? the fair 

K 3 arabian 
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Moawiya ara ian remaining fome time filent, Moa- 
Hegyra 60. wiyah thought he had put her toa ftand, and 
Ch.ær. 079° was beginning to grow angry, when _ fhe, 
with a modefty becoming her fex, anfwered 
him in verfe, full of fire and fpirit, in which 
fhe fhewed her great love and attachment to 
her husband, and begged fhe might be re- 
ftored to him. ‘* What a prodigy of wit and 
beauty you are! cried the Caliph in amaze; 
how highly would my kingdom be honoured, 
if you would be pleaied to {hare my throne! 
but fince you are refolved to return to your 
own country, I will not prevent you: go 
then, and if you would enjoy your happy 
husband without fear of fome frefh misfor- 
tune, keep clofe to your houfe: and if you 
muft go out, let a thick veil cover your match- 
lefs charms from the eyes of men.” 

The Caliph difmiffed the happy pair, to 
each of whom he gave the ftrongeft proof 
of his efteem and regard. He made them 
very rich prefents; and as the young Arabian 
had informed Moawiyah, that in endeavour- 
ing to recover his wife, he had {hattered his 
fortune, the Caliph made it up to him by 
beftowing on him double the fum he had ex- 
pended for that purpofe. The young poet 
and his fair wife returned to Arabia, where, 
they fhewed their gratitude to Moawiyah, in 
publickly acknowledging the goodnefs and 
generotity of that Caliph, who had beftowed 
on them fo many favours, 
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Shortly after this event Moawiyah died. Moawrvan- 
The city of Damafcus, which had been’ these ae 
place of his refidence, was the place of his ` = 
fepulchre, and there alfo were buried all the 
Caliphs of the dynafty of the Ommiuyans. 





Y E Ze I D. 


The SEVENTH CALCĽCIPH. 


E ZID, the fon of Moawiyah, was Yezrp. 
in the thirtieth year of his age when he Ayen 6o. 


afcended the throne. He was forthwith ac- 
knowledged lawful Caliph in all the Maho- The people of 


. = Mecca and 
metan countries, except the cities of Mecca Medina re- 


and Medina, the inhabitants whereof being fufe to ac- 
enraged at the flight Moawiyah fhewed them, a 
by difregarding their right to votes in the . 
nomination of a fovereign, they refolved to 
revenge the contempt of the father on the 
fon, and to ufe their utmoft efforts to recover 
their liberties and priviledges. 

They might poffibly have fucceeded in Hoffein and 
the?y attempts, had it not been for the factions Abdallah 


that divided them as tothe Caliphate. Hof- ara preno 


i : i : A -- fions to the 
fein the fon of Ali, laid claim to it as his Caliphate. 


birth-right. And Abdallah the fon of Zobeir 
had alfo his views and pretenfions ; and they 
were each of them fupported by a ftrong 
party,. which kept up their hopes. The 
leaft difturbance would have given them an 
opportunity of breaking out into an open 

K 4 revolt ; 
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the {ftate. 
The new Caliph did not remove one of 


the lieutenants and officers, which his father 


had fet over the provinces. On the contrary 
he wrote to them, and confizmed them in 
their pofts, informing them at the fame time 
of the right he had to the fovereign dignity, 
as being then folely poffefied of it by the death 


of Moawiyah. 
Yezid having been informed, that he had 


no reafon to fear any oppofition, fave only 
from Hoffein the fon of Ali, and Abdallah 
the fon of Zobeir, he particularly mentioned 
thofe two Muffulmen in a letter he wrote to 
Waled the fon of Otbah, then governor of 
Medina; and he commanded him to ufe his 
utmoft endeavour to make them pay their 
homage without delay. 

As there appeared no fmall danger in ex- 
ecuting fuch a commiffion relating to perfons 
of fo confiderable credit and power, Waled 
went to Merwan-ebn-Hakem and confulted 
him concerning the contents of it, Merwan 
was a perfon of note, whom Moawiyah had 
made ufe of on feveral occafions. We are 
not told why the Caliph fhewed fo little 
gratitude to him; but after he was appointed 
governor of Medina, he was difmiffed, as 


we have already obferved, and Saéd put ia 
his 
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his place; Moawiyah afterwards reftored that  Yezzr»p. 
government to him, and again deprived hin’ ee res 
of it in favour of Waled. —— 
This new governor therefore went to con- 

fult Merwan, who was of opinion that they 

fhould fend for Hoffein and Abdallah, and 
that they fhould not mention Moawiyah’s 
death, tillthey had inquired and difcovered their 
fentiments touching Yezid’s right to the Ca- 
liphate, a dignity in which he had been in- 
{tailed by his father, with the confent of the 
major part of the Muffulmen. He added, 
that the oath of allegiance fhould be then 
forthwith tendered to them, and if they re- 
fufed totakeit, their heads fhould be ftrnck off. 

In conformity to this advice, Waled fent 
amefiage to Hoffein and Abdallah, defiring 
them to attend him. ‘They anfwered the 
mefienger that they would come. But as 
they probably had fome fufpicion of Moa- 
wiyah’s death, they fufpeéted what would 
be requirgd of them, and took their meafures 
accordingly. 

Hoficin appeared the far{t at the governor’s They refafe 
houfe He had taken the precaution to be nek gid ona 
attended with a large body of his friends, i 
whom he placed about the door, with orders 
to come in if they fhould hear any diftur- 
bance. But this precaution became unnecef- 
fary by the manner in which he anfwered 
what Waled required of him. The TO- 
vernor having acquainted him with Moa- 
wiyah’s death, invited him to own his allegi- 


ance 
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ance to Yezid. MHboffein did not abfolutely 
refufe fo to do, but anfwered, that it was 
not fuitable to the dignity of Yezid that the 
homage due to him, particularly from a man 
of his diftinétion, fhould be paid in private 5 
for confidering the prefent fituation of mens 
minds, fuch homage might be one day dif- 
puted: that theréfore he confidered it as an 
act of great importance, which ought to be 
performed ina folemn afiembly of the peo- 
ple, which would render it more authentic. 
Waled, imagining that Hoffcin {poke his 
real fentiments, declared himfelf to be of 
the fame opinion, and firmly believing he 
meant to take the oath in a public affembly, 
he preffed him no further. Hoffein took his 
leave of the governor in order to depart. 
But Merwan, who readily faw through this 
pretence*, faid to Waled, ‘* If Hoficin does. 
not pay his alleigance before he goes away, 
I forefee there will be a great deal of blood 
{fhed between you and him ; let him therefore 
take the oath forthwith, otherwife ftrike off 
his head.” Hoffein having heard what Mer- 
wan faid, reproached him for his fanguinary 





















council, and leaping fuddenly out of the 


room, went to his own houfe. Merwan, 
finding he was gone, told Waled he was in 
the wrong to mifs fo fair an opportunity, and 


* It is related that Waled faw through the excufe alfo, 
but that he declined putting Hofein to death, either from 
principles of religion, or love to the family of Ali. Ockley, 
val. II. fol. 166. 

affured 
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affured him that he would never fee [Toffein 
any more; and indeed he foon refolved to 
go to fome place of fafety. 

Abdallah the fon of Zobeir was then fent 
for: he delayed time, and amufed the go- 
vernor by doubtful anfwers , and havin; fpeedi- 
ly formed a refolution, te departed from 
Medina with all his family, and moft valuable 
effects. 
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He chofe Mecca for the place of his They retire to 
afylum. ‘Thither allo Hoffein went for re- Mecca, 


fuge, with all his family, except Mahomet 
Hanifiah, the fon of Ali, who was confe- 
quently brother of Hoffiein, but not by the 
fame mother. 

Mahomet Hanifiah, whoat parting expreffed 
a moft tender affection and concern for 
Hoffein, advifed him not to venture himfelf 
in any of the provinces, till his friends were 
gathered together in a confiderable body, and 
then he might truft himfelf with them. 
And if ho was refolved to go into any town 
he fhowld prefer Mecca, whence he fhould 
immediately withdraw into the mountains, if 
he found the leaft appearance of any thing 
to difguft him. 

One would think it might have been more 
advifable for them to retire together, than 
for the one .to wandes in the mountains, 
where he would have run the hazard of 
wanting® neceffaries, and being taken by his 
enemies; but arabian hiftorians: relate this 


fact, without making the leaft mention of 
the 
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the motives (as indeed they have done in 
many other inftances) and therefore ‘we mutft 
' be fatisfied with their relation. 

Hoffein, having agreed on proper meafures 
with his brother, tenderly embraced him, and 
took the road to Mecca, where he arrived 
without the leaft accident. But Abdallah 
had not fo quiet and uninterrupted a journey. 
Amrou the fon of Said, who was then go- 
vernor of Mecca, endeavoured to prevent him 
from entering the city, for which purpofe 





he employed Amer the fon of Zobeir, and 
brother to Abdallah, but at the fame time his 
inveterate enemy, to march out with.a de- 
tachment again{t his own brother. Amer 


readily accepted the command, and went to 
meet Abdollah. ‘The latter boldly attacked 





which by the late event was confiderably 


augmented. 
Though Abdallah feemed to have intereft 


fufficient to carry his point, yet the prefence 
of Hoffein in Mecca eclipfed his glory: the 
former was loved and refpec¢ted, but Hoffein 
was poffefied of perfonal good qualities, which 
gained him the general love and efteem of 
the people. Befides, as Fati:ina his mother 


was Mahomet’s daughter, and confequently he 
Was 
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was the prophet’s grand{fon, he was held in 


the utmoft reverence. 
The governor of Mecca, a very able and 


underftanding man, was much embarafied 
by the prefence of two fuch troublefome 
guefts, But he was luckily foon extricated 
from the difficulty by an order he received 


from the Caliph. 
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Yezid, having been informed of Waled’s Amrou is 


remifsnefs in refpect of Hoffein and Abdallah, 


made go- 
vernor of 


removed him from the government of Me- Medina. 





dina, and gave it to Amrou-ebn-Said, who 
was governor of Mecca. And Amrou ac- 
cepted it with the greater pleafure, as it fur- 
nifhed him with a reafon for departing from 
a city, where the authority he had gained, and 
the refpect that had been paid him before 
the arrival of thofe two Muffulmen, was 
afterwards greatly diminifhed. 

Now though Amrou was firmly in Yezid’s 
intereft, yet, he was perfuaded that his ab- 
fence could in no wife prejudice the Caliph’s 
affairs, for as Hoffein and Abdallah had feve- 
rally a itrong party, he was in hopes their 
competition would at moft occafion only 
fome little divifions amongft the inhabitants, 
that the difficulties of coming to a refolution 
would caufe the principal matter to remain 
long undecided, and that the Caliph would 
have time to take proper meafures for efta- 
blifhing his authority, at the peril of thofe 
who were plotting to wreft it from him. 
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The Irakians 
offer the 
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In the mean time the fuppofed equilibrium 
between the two parties proved a mere 
chimera. MHoffcin had in fact a great fupe- 
riority, which was foon apparent from the 


crownto Hof- fteps which the people of Irak took in his 


fein. 


favour. Upon Hoffein all the Irakians had 
founded their chief hopes, and had ever de- 
tefted Moawiyah as a tyrant and ufurper. 
So foon as they heard of his death, they 
made not the leaft doubt of fucceeding in the 
defign they had formed of refloring the fa- 
mily of Ali to the throne. 

The Cufians fent a deputation, confifting 
of the principal inhabitants, to Hoffein to 
prevail on him to embark in their defign. 
« My lord, faid the deputies to him, we 
confider you as lawful heir to the Ca- 
liphate. Moawiyah, whom we deteft, is 
dead ; come therefore and refume a throne 
which is your juft right, and which that 
tyrant forcibly deprived you of. We ac- 
Knowledge you to be our fovereign; make 
the people of Irak happy by your prefence ; 
through our mouths they pay you homage; 
they intreat you not to abandon them and if 
you come amongegft them, you will not only 
meet with a cordial reception, but find men 
determined to hazard their lives and fortunes 
in your caufe.”’ | 

Hoffein was far from being difpleafed with 
this ftep, and expreffed his thanks tp the de- 
puties; however he obferved to them, that 


notwithftanding the great affurances they 
gave 
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gave him of fucceeding in the enteiprize, it 
was the part of a prudent manto ufe due 
caution and circum{pection in an affair of fo 
great coniequence, and attended with io much 
hazard. He promifed them that he would 
duly weigh their propofal, and take proper 
meafures with the utmotft expedition ; but he 
charged them to recommend it as his advice 
to the chief of thofe who had efpoufed his 
intere{t, to behave with great precaution, 
and to keep the matter a profound fecret till 
it was ripe for execution. 
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Hoffein having maturely confidered this Hoffein fends 


important and difficult enterprize, refolved to 


learn the dif- 


fend his coufin Muflim, a perfon he could rely pofitions of 
on, into Irak; and he gave him the neceflary the people. 


in{ftructions to found the inclinations of the 
people. <‘ If you find them,’ faid he, <‘ fo 
unanimous in my intereft, as they have been 
reprefented, and if they are {trong enough to 
make head againit fuch as may appear to op- 
pofe them, you may, without further orders, 
boldly lead them forth.’’ 

Miuflim departed from Mecca, accom- 
panied by two faithful Mahometans, who 
from their knowledge of the country were 
qualified to ferve him as guides, and by the 
correfpondence they kept up in thofe parts 
might be ufeful to him in the execution of 
his orders. But he had fcarce reached the 
borders of Irak, when he had the misfortune 
to lofe them both by maladies, which fud- 
denly put an end to their lives. 
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Yezip. So unprofperous a beginning difcouraged 
Aig iy o Mauflim to fuch a degree, that he was on the 
jaiii - point of giving over the undertaking. How- 
ever at lait he recovered his courage and came 

to Cufah, where he communicated his bu- 

finefs privately only to fuch perfons as he 

knew he could truft. And the matter was 

fo clofely and artfully conducted, that they 

reckoned themfelves fecure of eighteen thou- 


fand Irakians, who were ready to take up 





Noman’s ‘Though this fecret was imparted to many 
— tie perfons, yet it was a long time before it was 


difclofed, fo that Noman the fon of Bafchir, 


who was then governor of Cufah, had not 
the leaft information of it till the party was 
almoft ready to take the field. The moment 
he was apprized of the defign, he called an 
affembly of the people in the mofque; and 
afcending the pulpit {word in hand, harangued 
them to the effeét following: ‘‘ I find the 
{pirit of divifion and diforder is again gone 
forth ; and I am informed that the Irakians are 
about to take up arms in favour of the Alians. 
I would exhort you in particular to remain 
quiet {pectators of the difference. By fuch 
a conduct you will fecure your own happinefs 
and mine. But if I find that any amongft 
you fhall interfere, I {wear by the living God, 
and by this {word which I now hold in my 
hand, I will never pardon them; and I will 
fooner lofe my life, than be wanting in my 


duty to the Caliph Yezid.”’ 








This 
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This harangue, pronounced at a time YEZID. 
when aćtion would have been much more © i 
fuitable, did not make the defired impreffion 
on the hearers. One of the congregation 
convinced him of it, by telling him that this 
was a matter which required ftirring, but he 
talked like one of the weak ones. He an- 
{wered, ‘‘ That he had rather be one of the 


weak ones in obedience to God, than one of 

the {trong in rebelling againft him ;” and faying 

thefe words, he came down from the pulpit. 
Some Cufians being difcontented at the 


governor’s conduct, immediately complained 
again{ft him to Yezid: ‘They informed the 


Calish that the defign formed by Hoffein’s 
party of making an infurrection had been 
long difcovered, and they accufed the go- 
vernor of not taking proper meafures on fo 
important an occafion. 


The Caliph, who was highly difpleafed at Obeidollah 


the negligence and inattention of Noman, made go- 
vernor of 


forthwith difmiffed him, and put in his place Cufah in the 
Obeidollah, fon of the famous ‘Ziyad. He place of No- 
was already governor of Baforah; but they ™*" 
entertained fo good an opinion of his abilities, 

that they thought him equal to the tafk of 
governing both the places. 


Obeidollah went to Cufah fo foon as he 
received the Caliph’s orders. And as he had 
taken care to gain intelfigence of what fteps 
the Alians were preparing to take, he dif- 
covered that Hoffein intended foon to make 


his appearance in that city. 
Vot. II. L And 
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And his intelligence proved true, fo: Kin {~ 
lim, being well pizated with the fucceis ot 
his negociation, wrote to LTieflem to fet out 
immediately, for that nothing now was want- 
ing but his prefence. 

Obeidollah, fufpecting what would happen, 
was minded artfully to found the ditpofitions 
of the Cufians in che prefent juncture. He 
kept his defign profoundly fecret tl] the mo- 
ment he fet out, and privately caufed a report 
to be fpread in Cufah, that Filoffein would 
arrive there fuch a day. On the evening of 
that day he rode into the town, fo difguifed 
as to make them believe it was Hofflein him- 
(elf, for he wore a garment like his, and a 
black turban, fuch as the fon of Ali ufed to 
wear. Ashe paffed along he found a croud 
of inhabitants in the way, whom he faluted 
with great civility; in a word, he played his 
part fo well, that he was taken for Fiotie:, 
and he thereby difcovered that the Alians had 
a very confiderable party in the place. He 
received with great feeming cordiality greet- 
ings which were meant to Hofiein, and many 
times heard himfelf faluted by the title of ion 
of the apoftle. 

But the Cufflans were foon undeceived. 
Obeidollah went to the caftle, and fhortly 
afterwards arrived one hundred horfe whom 
he had chofen for his guard. He then difco- 
vered himitclf, and took meafures to fitiffe 
the fedition in its birth. In order to do it 
effectually, and with as little noile as pofiibic, 

hc 
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he refolved to fearch to the bottom of the 
intrigue. For this purpofe, having been 
informed Muflim was the principal agent in 
the affair, he employed one of his ofthcers 
to gain admittance into the houfe of that 
Muffulman, and to bribe fome of his fervants 
thereby to find out the fecret. 

The officer, who was well qualified for the 
unravelling an intrigue, prepared to put his 
maifter’s orders in execution. He made an 
acquaintance with fome of Mutlim’s family ; 
and as he pretended to be a zealous friend 
to the Alians, they made no fecret to him 
of what was tranfacting in favour of Hoffein. 
He difcovered that they ufed to meet in the 
night time to confult about that important 
affair; that they kept an exact regiiter of all 
fuch as were of the party, and alfo of 
the troops and money they were able to 
raife and contribute. But in order to be 
the more exactly informed of the particulars, 
he procured himfelf to be introduced to 
Muflim and told him, that being a great 
friend to the caufe in which he was then 
employed at Cufah, he was come to offer 
him a fuppiy of three thoufand pieces of 
gold. His name was forthwith inferted in the 
regifter, and he was inlifted among the num- 
ber of Hoffein’s adherents. From that mo- 
ment nothing was concealed from him, and 
he was foon in a condition of giving his mafter 


2 true and exact account of the forces of the 
L 2 Alians, 
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Vez; Alans; of their defigns, and even of the 
oy een, very hour they had fixed forthe carrying them 
. ar. 979 into execution. When he had gained as 


much intelligence as was for his purpofe, he 
fuduenly difappeared, and went no more to 


the houfe of Muflim. 
The unexpecied abfence of this man 


raifed great fufpicions in Miuflim, who being 
apprehenfive that he fhould be feized in his 
own houfe, left ıt, and went for fhelter 
to the houfe of one of the Emirs of 
Cuf:h, named Shaik, who was a fincere 
friend to the Alians. “Thither came the 
chief confidents of Muflim to confer on 
their defign: butas the governor’s vigilance 
and activity proved a great obftacle to the 
fuccefs of it, they refolved to affiaffinate him, 
the firft time they fhould meet him without 

his attendants. 
A project is An opportunity foon offered itfelf ; Obei- 
SE i A dollah propofed to pay a vifit to Sharik, who 
" was then dangeroufly ill: though his ficknefs 
did not prevent him from doing all in his 
power to advance the intereft of Hoffein: 
Sharik having been informed of the hour 
the governor would come to make the vifit, 
it was fettled that they fhould not mifs fo 
fair an opportunity of {triking the intended 
blow. Muflim undertook to perform it, 
and it was contrived that he fhould be placed 
in a corner of the room, and that he fhould 


fall on the governor when the fick man 
called 
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called for water, which was the fignal ap- 
I d for that purpofe. 


houfe of Sharik. 
After the governor had difcourfed fome 


time with the fick man, the latter called 
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Muflim lets 


flip a favour- 
able Oppor- 


for water. Muflim made a little ftir, but tunity. 


had not courage enough to ftrike the blow. 


In the mean time, one of.the governor’s 
fervants, who had attended him thither, ob- 


ferving what pafied, fufpected fome trea- 
chery, and having found means to give 
his mafter a hint of his fufpicions, he pre- 
vailed on him to leave the houfe without 
delay l 
= Hani waited on the governor to his houfe, 
and returning to Sharik’s chamber, he found 
him venting his reproaches on Mutflim for 
his cowardice; and Hani could not help 
doing the like. ‘< What an opportunity 
youhave miffed !” faid heto him ; “ you might 
this night have been potiefied of the caftle, 
L 3 and 
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Yezid. and I leave you to judge how great advantage 
oa e. that event would have been to Hoffein.”’ 

biii Sa Muflim could not but agree that, con- 
fidering the fituation of Hoffein’s affairs, his 
obfervation was very juft; but he excufed 
himfelf on account of a tradition which, as 
he had heard, came from the apoftle, who 
faid: ** The faith is contrary to murther, 
let not a believer murther a man unawares.” 
The execution of this previous project was 
fo neceffary to the fuccefs of the main defign, 
that-the excufe appeared to be very ill timed. 
And they were obliged to think of other 
meafures: but the governor on his part was 
not wanting; he without delay took fuch 
{teps as were the moft likely to put an end 
to their cabals. 

Sharik died three days after Obeidollah’s 
vifit, which was the beft thing that could 
have happened to him in that juncture; for 
the governor had caufed fuch ftrict enquiry 
to be made, that he difcovered the corref- 
pondence Sharik had kept up with the Ira- 
kians, as well as the rifk he himfelf had run, 
when he made the abovementioned vifit. 











One of Hof- Hani having been feized by order of the 
{einede 7” governor, it was foon known that the defign 


was difcovered. It was Obeidollah’s firft 
intention to have feized Muflim; but as he 
could not readily be found, he ordered Hani 
to be brought before him, concluding that 
the one would furnifh him with the means 
of eafily finding the other. 





When 
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When Hani appeared, the governor asked 
him what was become of Muflim. Hani Hegyra 6o. 
at firít pretended that he did not know; but eee ae ee 
having been confronted by one of the go- 
vernor’s attendants who had feen Muflim at 
his houfe, and had paid him money for the 
fervice of Hoffein, Obeidollah in a rage 
faid to him ‘* Tell me this moment where 
he is.” 
‘< I would not tell you,” replied Hani with 
great arrogance, ‘‘ though I knew ever fo 
well.” This infolent anfwer fo incenfed 
Obeidollah, that, unable to contain him- 
felf. he gave him a violent blow with his 
mace, which broke his nofe, and wounded 
him forely.. Hani in a fury attempted to 
{natch afword from one of the guards, but 
was prevented, and being fecured, he was 
forthwith fent prifoner to the caftle, and de- 
clared worthy of death. 


This event made a great noife amongft 
Ffani’s friends in the city. A report being 
{pread that he was murdered, a great num- 
ber of armed men flocked to the caftle, in 
order to revenge his death on the authors 
of it: but they were told that Hani was 
not dead, and that he was only imprifoned 
by order of the government, on which the 
croud difperfed. 

The governor affembled his Emirs and 
chief men under him, and went to the 


prifon to examine Hani; when fuddenly 
a great noife was heard on all fides. 
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The guard in the caftle ran to arms; and 
news was brought to Obeidollah that a body 
of men was m rching up to the caftle with 
colours flying, ; 

‘They were headed by Muflim, who, feri- 
oufly reflecting on what had pafied, refolved 
to declare himfelf openly, for he found that 
arms alone could fecure him from Obeidol- 
lah’s vengance. He therefore mounted his 
horfe, and appearing in the ftreets of Cufah, 
gave the fignal agreed on to be given when 
it fhould be a proper time to begin the infur- 
rection*® ; upon which he was foon joined 
by about four thoufand men, with whom he 
marched out of the city (under two co- 
lours, the one green, and the. other red) 
in order to furprize the caftle. He at the 
fame time difpatched an exprefs to Hoffein, 
entreating him to come and join him with- 
out delay. 

The governor gave out fuch prudent 
orders, and his troops fhewed fo much 
courage and firmnefs, that Muflim was dif- 
heartened, and dared not to go on with his 
enterprize. ‘The confpirators thus checked, 
Obgidollah fent feveral perfons of note and 
credit out of the caftle, who went amongft 
the people and diffuaded them from hazard- 
ing themfelves on fuch an account. 

Thefe remonftrances had fuch an. effeét 
that the Cufians in general, terrifiedeat the 












The words were, Ya menfour ommet! O thou that art 
helped by the people! meaning Hoffein. 
dangerous 
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dangerous fituation of thofe who had taken 

up arms, left the city, and {pread a panick Flegyra 6o. 
os Ch, zr. 679 

among Mauflim’s troops. There was even 

a Mufiulman who told that chief of the 


rebels, that he had beft get away, or he 
would repent of it. He at firft defpited 
fuch language, and expected each moment 
to be joined by the reft of his party in 
Cufah, to attack the caitle by open force ; 
but how great was his furprize, when he 
faw the ranks of his foldiers infenfibly 
thinned! all his men deferted him by de- 

grees, and at laft he was obliged to go and 

hide himfelf in the city, having no more of 

his adherents than thirty left about him out 

of the great number that had at firit joined 

him. 

The governor, who was highly pleafed 

to find that the rebels difperfed of them- 
felves, was in no great hafte to {eize Muf- 
lim; he fuffered him to take refuge in the 
city, but he intended fpeedily to punifh 
him for his rebellion: and he took no 
other ftep than the promifing a reward to 
any perfon that fhould difcover the traytor. 

Muflim, having re-entered Cufah, and Muflim takes 
finding very few friends in the city, con-*? sht- 
cealed himfelf during the reft of the day; 
about the twilight of the evening he de- 
parted without a guide, or any other perfon 
to afit or comfort him, fo fearful was he 
af trufting any one of thofe people, whofe 
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inconftancy he had fo lately and fo fatally 
experienced. 

As he was bent only on making his efcape, 
and knew not the country, or whither to 
go, he wandered a long time without find- 
ing any place where he could conceal him- 
felf. At laft, he faw a light at a diftance, 
and making towards it, founda lone houfe. 
Having knocked at the door, it was opened 
by an old woman, of whom he afked fome 
water to drink. He then informed her of 
the great fatigue he had undergone, and 
begged fhe would permit him to {tay the re- 
mainder of the night in her habitation 

The woman refufed to comply with his 
requeft, alledging that fhe had no place 
where fhe could lodge him: that fhe had 
but one fpare room, which was her fon’s ; 
but that fhe could not put any perfon into it, 
becaufe fhe expected her fon that very night 
from Cufah, whither he was gone on bu- 
finefs, and that fhe had fat up fo late in 
expectation of his coming home. 

Muflim, without being difcouraged at 
her refufal, reiterated his entreaties, and 
prefied her at leaft to give him fhelter under 
her roof till day-light. <‘* It is in your 
power, {faid he, “to do mea fignal fervice, 
which you will havo no caufe to repent of.” 
‘< But pray who are you, and what would you 
have me do?” replied the woman. Muflim 
then told her his name, and how the people 
had deferted him; which fhe no fooner 
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veyed him to the moft fecret and retired os 60. 


part of her houfe. And as he ftood in 
great need. of refrefhment, fhe made the 
beft provifion for him in her power, and 
ufed the beft means fhe could to enable him 
to pafs the night comfortably. 

Whilft the woman was thus employed, 
her fon came home; and obferving his 
mother to go backwards and forwards in an 
unufual manner, he afked what was the 
caufe of it. She at firít concealed the fecret ; 
but upon her fon’s great importunity, fhe 
owned to him, that Muflim having fled from 
Cufah, he had begged her to give him refuge 
at her houfe, and that fhe had with great 
pleafure admitted him. | 

The young Muffulman having heard at 
Cufah that the governor had promifed a re- 
ward to the perfon that fhould difcover Muf- 
lim, he refolved to take the benefit of it. 
After having refted a few hours, he pre- 
tended he had bufinefs at the city, and 
fetting out early the next morning, went to 
Obeidollah, and informed him of the dıl- 
covery he had made. 

Upon this information, the governor fent 
a party of fifty horfe, who furroundec 
the houfe where Muiflim was concealed; 
and he being informed of his danger, 
{natched his fword, and went to oprofe 
the horfemen who were then entering 
the doors. A yery brisk attack enfued, and 
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he behaved with amazing activity and cou- 
rage ; having killed fe. eral, and thrice driven 
’ the rcft of the party our of the houle. 

It was of fome advantage to Muflim, in- 
dependant of his courage, that the horfe- 
men had received orders to {pare him ; for the 
governor, who was defirous of going to the 
bottom of the conipiracy, had ftrongly in- 
joined them to take him (it poffible) alive. 
Spight of his ftout refiftance, he was at iaft 
overpowered with numbers, and grievoufly 
wounded; when the party clofing in upon 
him, he was difarmed ; and being bound, 
was mounted on his own mule, and carried 
to Cufah. 

The officer that commanded the detach- 
ment obferving Muflim to weep, told him 
that it did not become a man who was at 
the head of fo important and bold an enter- 
prize, and who had juift given fuch evident 
proofs of courage, to {hed tears. Muflim 
anfwered, that he wept not for himfelf, but 
for Hoffeins who, he feared, was on his 
journey to Cufah. He was fo moved at the 
misfortunes with which that prince was 
threatened, that he attempted to fend him 
advice not to proceed any farther, but to 
return to Mecca. For this purpofe he ap- 

lied to one of the horfemen, whom he 
judged to be of a more cou1tedus and hu- 
mane difpofition than his comrades, and 
having converfed fome time with him on 
the road, he gave him to underftand that 


he 
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he would be amply rewarded if he could 


procure fuch information to be given to Soil Da: 
Hoffein. The foldier promifed to fend a a 
mefienger accordingly, which he performed, 
but the mefienger did not do his part. 
When Mutflim arrived at the caftle, he 
found a great number of the Emirs, who were 
in the audience-chamber waiting for Obeid- 
ollah. It was no difficult matter for Muf- 
lim to perceive that the friends of Yezid 















fhould have no drink 


Hamin.* 

Though this outfet prognofticated nothing 
in favour of Muflim, he was far from being 
dejected ; on the contrary he fhewed great 
firmnefs and refolution. When the governor 
appeared he did not falute him; and fome 
that were prefent having taken the liberty 
of repreving him for it, he boldly anfwered, 
that if even Yezid were there, he fhould 
not think himfelf obliged fo to do, unlefs 
he would give him his life. 

Obeidollah being feated, with the reft of 
the Emirs, fharply reprimanded Muflim 
for raifing difturbances and divifions amongeft 
the people of Cufah, and of the reft of Irak, 
who were before that time peaceable and 
unanimous: ‘* The inhabitants of Cufah, 

















* A {fcalding liquor, which the Mahometans feign fhall 
be the drink of the damned in hell. 
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izio: and of the freit of Irak are ready to prove 


e 71209. | the contrary of what you aficrt,” anfwered 


’ > Muflim with great boldnefs: «* they have not 
forgot the cruelties of your father Ziyad, 
(which furpaffed even thofe of a Cofroes) 
who tyrannized over the people, and made 
the cities and fields to How with their blood. 
I came here, to fubject thofe wretched inha- 
bitants to the mild and equitable laws of 
a prince, who would have governed them 
according to juftice, and the book revealed 
to the prophet-f.” 

The governor, enraged at Muflim’s dif- 
courfe, treated him very roughly; and 
amongift other things told him, he was not 
{urely guided by the determination of the 
book, when he ufed to tipple wine at Me- 
dina. Muflim denied the accufation, and 
for the truth of his affertion appealed to God. 
At laft, after fome few other altercations, the 
governor pronounced fentence of death upon 
him. Having permiffion to make his will, 
Muflim whifpered one of his friends to 
whom he gave feven hundred pieces of 
gold, and begged he would take care ta pre- 
vent Hoffein from proceeding any further on 
his journey. One of the by-ftanders having 
overheard what Muflim faid, informed the 
governor of it, who declared that if Hof- 
{cin would be quiet, no perfon would dif- 
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would not {pare him. 

In a fhort time Oteidcllah caufed NMiuflim 
to be carried to the top of the caftle, where (200° 23 
he was beheaded. His head was firit thrown heed. 
down to the bottom, and his bedy after it. 

Hani was beheaded the fame day; but the 
execution was performed in the {ftreets of 

Cufah. ‘The governor lent both the heads 

to Yezid, with a letter containing a full 

account of that event. 

Whilft this bloody fcene was acting at Hoftin pre- 
Cufah, Hoffein was making preparations for pares for his 
his journey thither, expe¢ting to find thingsGian? = 
in a° moft favourable fituation for him. 

Befides the account which Muflim fent him 

at the time he propofed to take the caitle, 

he had received a great number of letters 

from the inhabitants of Cufah, earneftly 
requefting him to appear amongift them. 
They at the fame time fent him a lift of 
the number of thofe he might abfolutely 
depend on; which, according to an arabian 
author, amounted to one hundred and forty 
thoufand perfons. 

The earneft and repeated follicitations of 
his adherents in Cufah, and the great num- 
ber of friends he expected to find there, 
made Hoffein refolve to accept the invitation. 
He fent to Cufah a trufty friend, named 
Kais, to.give notice of his approach, and then 
made the necefiary preparations for his ce- 
parture, {pight of the prudent reinonftrances 
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of his friends, who diffuaded him fiom 
embarking in fo defperate an undertaking. 
Abdallah the fon of Abbas, an old man, 
venerable on account of his many eminent 
virtues and confummate prudence, vifited 
him in hopes to prevail on hirn to give over 
the defign. Hoffein was perfuaded he fhould 
not only fully. refute ail Abdaliah’s argu- 
ments, but alfo bring him over to his 
own opinion, by producing the letters he 
had received ; he looked upon thofe as fo 
many fure pledges of the fuccefs of his en- 
terprize: he added, with a tranfport of joy, 
that relying on the affiftance of heaven, he 
could by no means decline going, and put- 
ting himfelf at the head of fucha body of 
brave men, who were ready to {facrifice 
their lives and fortunes in his caufe. 

« I would readily concur with you in 
opinion,” replied the fage old man, ‘‘ if you 
were certain that the Cufians had taken up 
arms, killed their governor, driven out 
Yezid’s forces, and were abfolute mafters 
of the city, and the whole province. But 
are they not in the power of their, Emirs P 
are not his forces difperfed over the whole 
country to bridle the people? I wonder you 
cannot fee through the defign of the Cufians 
in giving you an invitation at fuch a junc- 
ture! they have invited you to embark 
with them in a war which they are ready 
to commence, through the turbulence of 
their difpofitions; and they will as readily 
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perfidy. Have you any fecurity that they gees 6o. 


will not even oppofe you? You will one day fee, 
that they who now {eem {o forward in your in- 
tere{t, will become your moft inveterate ene- 
mies: and of thisI could give you the cleareft 
proof, if you were difpofed to hear me.” 
‘Thefe remonftrances made no impreffion upon 
Hoffein, who conftantly perfevered in a de- 
fign, which was infenfibly leading him to de- 
{truction. 


MN. he. OFF. 


After this Abdallah the fon of Zobeir came Behaviour of 


to pay him a vifit, and held a long conference 


ALdatlah to- 


wards Flof-~ 


with him touching his expedition to Cufah. fein. 


It Was not either his defign or his intere{t to 
diffwade him from the undertaking: on the 
contrary, forefeeing that fuch a ítep muft 
be fatal to him, he was delighted to find him 
{o refolutely bent on taking it; for if Hoffein 
failed in his attempt, Abdallah would find a 
more ready way to the Caliphate, which he 
fecretly afpired to, but could entertain no 
hopes af attaining, fo long as Hoffein fhould 
be living. 

However, he mentioned his journey to Cu- 
fah as an expedient not very neceffary, or 
very ptoper for his promotion to the Caliphate. 
And the reafon upon which he grounded his 
Opinion was, that neither the inhabitants of 
that city, nor even thofe of the province in 
general, had any right of election to that dig- 
nity. He obferved to him that the people of 
Mecca and Medina were alone intitled to that 

Vor. Il. M pri~ 
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Yezip. privilege, and he had better abide by them, 

Hegyra 66. than endeavour to ftrengthen him flf by 
»#F-079- votes which night be afterwards difputed. 

Hoffein anfwered, that he could by no 

means refute to accept the offers of the Cu- 

fians: he owned, that the Mcccans and 


Medinians had always poffefied the right of 
election to the Caliphate; but that their want 
ef refolution to defend thr rights, had, 
doubtlefs, induced the Cufiat s to affume that 
prerogative; and that they certainly took fuch 
a tep with a view to fhake off the yoke of 
the Caliphs of the houfe of Ommiyah, who 
beftowed all their favours on the Syrians, to 
the lofs and prejudice of the people of Ara- 
bia. Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir feemed to be con- 
vinced by thefe reafons, and faid to Hoffein at 
parting, ‘‘ If I had fo numerous a body of 
friends, I would this moment put myfelf at 
their head, and make Yezid’s throne fhake.’’ 
Abdik Abdallah-ebn-Abbas, who had already 
Rtrives to di- given {fuch prudent council to Hoffe'n, could 
—_ sage not but fuppofe that his arguments had pro- 
terprize. duced fome effect on the mind of the fon of 
Ali; he therefore repeated his vifit, that he 
might know his final refolution. 

Hoffein ufed the fame language to Abdallah, 
as he had made ufe of to all {fuch as oppofed 
his undertaking the journey; and repeated 
the fame reafons he had urged in their former 
conference on that fubject. <“ If you are re- 
folved to go,” faid the old man, “< at leaft do 
not take your wives and children with you, 


for, 
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for, I fear your cafe will be lihe Othman s, 1r2rp. 
who was murdered, whilft his wiy s and = ri 60. 
children ftood looking on. Betides,’’ taid he, ` =o 
“© you have rejoiced the heart ot ‘\Ldallah- 
ebn-Zobeir, whom you ought to look upon as 

your rival; you will leave him behind you 

in Mecca, and he will foon be mafter of 

the whole province of Hejaz. He earneftly 

wifhes for your d parture; you are an ob- 

{tacle to his ambitious defigns; which he 

will openly avow the moment he fhall have 

no longer reafon to fear your prefence. And 

I fwear by that God, befides whom there 

is np other, if I was fure that my taking 

you by the hair of the head, and holding you 

till they came in and parted us, would bea 

means to detain you at Mecca, I would do it.” 

That zealous muffulman went ftill fur- 
ther. Ashe found that Hoffein was bent on 
departing the next morning, he ftaid with 
him the whole night, and never ceafed en- 
treating kim ferioufly to reflect on the fatal 
confequences that might attend his taking a 
ftep of fo great importance; but he had the 
mortification to find that he made not the 
leaft impreffion upon a mind fo ftrangely 
prejudiced, and he left him. 

Hoffein departed from Mecca with a com- Hoffein Ae- 
petent retinue confifting of his wives, his a 
children, and fervants, and fome friends that ~~~ 
followed his fortune, in the whole about one 
hundred perfons. He judged that this train 
would be fuffiicient, 
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Yezip. his arrival at Cufah, to have found all thofe 
Hegyra Go. under arms, of whom Muflim had: made 
Ch. ær. 6-9- mention in the letter he fent to invite him to 

that city. But the face of affairs there was 
entirely changed; for on the very day that 
Hoffein fet out, the unfortunate Muflim was 

executed. 
The governor Obeidollah, who was apprized of Hofifein’s 
i pe approach, fent out againit him a body of 
km S=" horie, confifting of 1000 men, under the 
command of Harro the fon of Yezid; who 
was in no wile difaffeéted to Hoflein’s inter- 
eft, and who appeared inclinable to behave 
towards him with great refpect and modera- 
tion, if he would have renounced, his defign. 
Harro being arrived at Afheraph, near the 
Euphrates, fent a party of his foldiers to the 
river for water; and ordered them, if they 
fhould meet Hoffiein, by no means to commit 
any violence againft him, but if need were, 
to affift him in getting fuch a quantity of wa- 
ter as might be neceflary for him and his 

train. 

Hoffeininvites Thefe orders were punctually executed. 
oe to join They met Hoffein,and behaved towards him 
= with the utmoft civility and refpect. The 
fon of Ali, deceived by thefe fair appearances, 
was in hopes of perfuading the detachment 
to join him; and he defired to fpeak with the 
commanding officer. Harro having been in- 
formed of his requeft, confented, and they 
held a pretty long conference, in which Hof- 
fein alledged the invitations of the Cufians 
as 
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as the reafon for his undertaking the expedi- Yezurp. 
tion, and that they waited ouly his pre.cnce Hegyia 6o. 
to begin their operations: he added, that con- e ee Byg 
fidering all things, the conduct of the Cuf- 

ans was not to be wondcred at, for he had 

aright to the Caliphate. He then alledged 

proofs in fupport of his title, and produced 

the letters he had received from the Cufians, 

who openly acknowledged the juftice of his 
pretenfions, and promifed to appear and act 

in fupport of them. And finally, he ex- 


horted Harro with his party to fubmit to and 
join him, rather than the defcendants of the 


houfe of Ommiyah, who maintained them- 


felves in poffeffion of the Caliphate only by 


exercifing a tyrannical authority over the 


Muffulmen. ; 


‘<< neither knew, nor doldetire to know, 
replied Harro, ‘* who are the perfons that have 
prevailed on you to engage in this undertaking; 
(which I muft confefs, feems to me a very 
defperate one.) Nor can I conceive what de- 
pendance you can make on the letters of the 
Cufians. We had no hand in writing them, 
nor have I any inclination to read them. All 
I can fay is, that my orders are to bring you to 
the caftle of Cufah, fo foon as I could meet 
you. ‘There you will have an opportunity 


to urge your reafons at large.” 
Hoffein declared he would fooner dye than 














caufed his detachment to wheel, ‘and by that 
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motion intercepted them. Hoflein ina rage 
uttered the ftrongeft imprecations * againft 
him. Harro anfwered, ‘*‘ If any other man 
had prefumed to fay fo much to me, I would 
have had fatisfaction for the infult. But Il 
have no room to mention your mother, with- 
out the greateft refpect.”” 

He then commanded his foldiers to with- 
draw and ftand at a little diftance, and told 
Hofkiin that he had no orders to ufe violence 
aczini him, but that he was commanded by 
no means to part with him, till he had con- 
ducted him to Cufah. ‘* However,” added he, 
<< let us take proper meaiures to prevent my 
being called in queftion, or expofed to any 
extremity on your account, and alfo to fecure 
you from violence. Write to Yezid and 
Obeidollah; I will write to them alfo. ` If 
you are the aggreffor, and begin the firft on- 
fet upon the Cufians, you may perhaps gain 
your point; but if you wait till you are at- 
tacked, you will perifh.”’ 
= Whilft he was yet fpeaking, four horfe- 
men appeared in fight, whocame from Cu- 
fah. Hoffein knowing one of them, who was 
called Thirmah, entreated Harro that he 
might be fuffered to come up to them; but 
that officer made fome difficulty in confent- 
ing, as he did not know what was their de- 
fign. As foon as they came up, Hoffein en- 





* In Arabic, the Colatka Ommoka, a common curle 
amongift the Arabians, and fignifying in Englifh, may your 
mother be childlefs of you. 


quired 
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quired of him touching the fituation of his 





affairs at Cufah, and received a moft melan- H-gyra Go 


cholly account of the pofture they were ın. 


« The nobility of Cufah,” faid he, ‘© are Hoflun: tld 


now again{t you toa man. It is true the hearts 


that hi. puty 


of fome of the inhabitants are {till with you; difuta 


but you may depend on it that to-morrow the 
{words of all will be drawn againft you. As 
for your meffenger Kais, whom you fent be- 
fore you to prepare the way, he was thrown 
headlong from the top of the caftle, by order 
of Obeidollah, for refufing to curfe you and 
your father Ali*.”’ 

“ I hope,” continued Thirmah, * you will 
not think of engaging in that enterpiize with 
{fuch a handful of men as now accompany 
you: for the plains of Cufah are full of horfe 
and foot ready to oppofe you. I therefore 
entreat you not to ftira ftep further; and 
if you will accept of a fafe retreat, I will 
conduct you to our impregnable mountain 
Aja, where I am fure they will not run the 
riíque of coming to attack you; and in this 
afylum you may remain as long as you fhall 
think fit.” 

It is matter of wonder, after having re- 
ceived an account of the defection of his 





* At this news Hoffein wept, and repeated this verfe of 
the Koran, « There are fome of them who are alieady dead, 
and {ome of them ftay in expe€tation and have not changed. ” 
He then added, « O God! let their manfions be in paradife, 
and gather them and us together, in the fixed refting place 
of thy mercy, and the del ghts of thy reward.” 
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chicf friends at Cufah, that Hoffein did not 





-- abandon a defign which could not but be fatal 
‘92° to him. And hehad a fair opportunity of fo 


doing, .s Harro, who ftill continued with him, 
would have fuffered him to retire without the 
leaft op rofition. But Hoffein perfifting in his 
refolution oi zoingto Cufah, and preparing for 
his march thither, Thirmah took his leave. 
In the mean time affairs took infenfibly a 
different turn. Obeidollah being informed of 
Hoffein’s obftinacy, changed his firft defign 
of having him brought to Cufah. He was 
apprehenfive that though the people had then 
declared againft him, yet through thefr na- 
tural inconitancy, they might turn in his fa- 
vour. He therefore difpatched a courier to 
Harro, with orders that he fhould conduét 
the fon of Ali to a certain country named in 
the difpatches, in which were neither cities 
nor fortreffes. And he commanded that 
Hoffein fhould remain there till further orders. 
In a fhort time that governor caufed about 
4.000 men to march under the command of 
Amer-ebn-Said, who arriving foon in the 
neighbourhood of Hoffein, fent one of his 


officers to enquire of him what brought him 
thither. 


Hoficin, who doubtlefs had by that time 
reflected on the little probability there was of 
fuccefs in his enterprize, returned an anfwer, 
which, if it had been given a little fooner, 
might have extricated him from his difficul- 
ties. He told the officer, that if the Cufians 

had 
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had not fent him repeated invitations to come  Y£z1D. 


but as he fince found they had changed their 
fentiments, and rejected him, he was ready 
and willing peaceably to return with his fa- 
mily and friends to his ufual place of refi- 
dence. 

This anfwer was highly pleafing to Amer, 
as it was likely to put an end to all difputes. 
That captain was firmly attached to Hoflein ; 
when Obeidollah ordered him to march, he 
even declined the command, and did not ac- 
cept it till the governor had feverely threatned 
him on account of his refufal. So foon there- 
fore as he was acquainted with Hofliein’s in- 
tentions, he imparted them to Obeidollah. 


egyra Or. 


and head them, he fhould not have left Mecca; = 


L ær. 680. 


But the governor, who at firft feemed as Obeidollah 


if he would be fatisfied with Hoffein’s re- 


requires Hof- 
fein to ac- 


turn to Mecca, had alfo changed his fenti- knowledge 
ments: and not content with the fon of a as Ca- 
Ali’s having dropped the defign, Obeidollah °P™ 





now reguired that he and his adherents 
{hould recognize Yezid to be lawful Caliph. 
He ordered Amer to bring the matter to a 
{peedy iffue ; and, in order to obtain by the 
means of force and neceflity that which he 
knew would never be granted with a free 
will, he ordered that officer in fuch a man- 
ner to furroynd Hofflein’s camp, as to cut off 
his communication with the rivers, a grie- 
vous ifconvenience in that hot and barren 
country. 
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The governors orders having been ım- 
parted to Hoffein, he {fent to Amer, and de- 
fired he would confer with him between the 
two camps. That officer confented to it, and 
came forthwith to the appointed place; Hof- 
fein, who ftrove to avoid acknowledging Ye- 
zid as Caliph, defired that one of the three 
following conditions might be granted to him. 
Either rit, that he might go to Damafcus, 
and make an agreement with Yezid. Or, 
2dly, that he might be permitted to return 
to Mecca. Or, 3dly, that he might be placed 
in fome garrifon, where he might make war 
on the Turks. 

Upon the account of thefe propofals Amer 
thought he might defer executing Obeidol- 
lah’s orders: he fent to inform him in what 
manner Hoffein was then difpofed to act, 
and to defire his directions in the matter. 

Obeidollah having examined Hoffein’s pro- 
pofals, was unwilling alone to determine 
what anfwer fhould be returned. He there- 
fore called in a muffiulman of note, called 
Shamer, and afked his opinion touching the 
terms that had been offered. Shamer told 
him, he thought the conditions were deceit- 
ful, and calculated only to gain time; and 
that Hoffein ought to be admitted to no 
terms, till he had fincerely declared his fen- 
timents as to Yezid, acknowledged him as 
Caliph, and taken the oath of allegiance to 


him. 
This 
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This opinion determined the governor Yezip. 
(who at firit feemed to iook on the propofals Hegyra 61. 
as reafonable) and he appointed Shamer hita- ©?- ær. 680. 
felf to communicate his refolutions to Amer, 
and to inform him that he fhould kindly re- 
ceive Hoffein and his friends, if they would 
comply with the conditions; but in cafe of 
refufal, that he fhould cut in pieces all fuch 
as fhould make any refiftance. And as Obei- 
dollah had reafon to apprehend that Amer 
would make fome difficulty in executing thofe 
orders, (as well from what had already paf- 
fed, as from the advice he received of the 


long conference between that officer and Hof- 
fein) he cormmanded Shamer, in cafe of 


difobedience of the general, to caufe his head 
to be {truck off, and to take the command 
in his ftead. He at the fame time gave par- 














two camps of Hoffein and Amer were fitu- 
ated, and communicated to the latter Obei- 
dollah’s orders. In confequence whereof an 


interview was held with Hoffein, who re- 
fufed to accept the terms offered him: the 
fons of Ali alfo feemed little inclined to ac- 


cept the letters of protection and pafiports of- 
fered by the governor, inveighing againtt 
him, 
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Combats be- 
tween Hof- 
fein’s party 
and the troops 
of Cafah. 
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him, and faying, that the protection of God 
was better than that of the fon of Som- 
miah*. Amer, finding that nothing could 
bring Hoffein to reafon, and that he fhould 
rifque his own deftruction in not obeying the 
Caliph’s orders, refolved to attack the fon of 
Ali. 

Hoffein made the beft preparations he 
could for his defence; and as the number of 
his men was very fmall, in comparifon to his 
enemies, he fo formed his difpofition, as to 
prevent being forced in his camp. He caufed 
his tents to be f{trongly corded to each other, 
and fo difpofed the ropes that the enemy 
could not get between them, and alfo in 
the night-time covered his flanks with a deep 
ditch, which was filled with wood and cane, 
to be fet on firein cafe of an attack there; fo 
that his camp was only acceffible in front. 
The next morning Hoffein drew up his 
little troop +4 in order, and appeared with as 
much intrepidity as if he had been at the head 
ofa numerous and well-difciplined army ; and 
if he was not immediately defeated, it was ow- 
ing to the conduct of Yezid’s officers, who, 











* Sommiah was a loofe woman, by whom Abu-Sofian, 
father of Moawiyah, had a fon named Ziyad, who was ac- 
knowledged by Moawiyah as his brother, tho’ he was ille- 
paos So that the imputation of baftardy fell direétly on 

iyad, rather than on Obeidoliah, who was only grandfon 
to Sommiah; but they reaped up the fhame of the father, 
in order to infult the fon. And befides, that manner of 
expreffion is not uncommon in the old teftament. 


t Coniifting only of 32 horfe and 40 foot. 
inftead 
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inftead of falling on with their whole body,  Y=:zıb. 
fuffered their foldiers fingly to fight hand to a 7 
hand with the foldiers of Hoffein: at leat, ` i 
fo Arabian hiftorians relate the matter, and 
we cannot contradict them, how unprobable 
foever their relation may be. 
It is in truth very aftomifhing to fee a body 
of troops near 5000 ftrong, commanded by 
an officer who would have loft his head in 
cafe of bad fuccefs, trifling away feveral days 
in accepting challenges, fighting duels, and 
tilting with a troop of about one hundred 
perfons, whom they had orders at the fame 
time to treat as rebels. 
Thefe fingle combats lafted three days, 
during which Hoffein’s champions diftin- 
guifhed themfelves, and almoft always were 


victorious. 
Amer, finding that he loft the braveft of Hoffein is 
his men in thefe combats, would not permit ALLEE 


them to accept any more challenges. He 
marched tp all his troops againft Hoffein, 
and. the affair was {foon over. However, 
many of Amer’s foldiers fell in the» attack. 
Hoffein’s men, refolving to fell their lives dear, 
behaved with the utmoft bravery; at laft 
their chief, having been wounded with a 
word on the head, and having received 


thirty-three other wounds, expired, covered 


with blood. Then thev cut off his head, in 
order to fend it to Obeidollah. 
A Cufian, named Haula, was chofen for 


that purpofe, As he arrived late at Cufah; 
he 
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‘caftle, and prefented the head to Obeidollah. 


The HIS TORY of 
he found the gates of the caftle fhut; he 


therefore went to his own houfe to pafs the 
night, and deferred waiting on the governor, 
till the next morning. He awaked his wife, 
who was in bed, and acquainted her with 
the caufe of his coming in fuch hafte to 
Cufah. *‘ Ihave brought with me,” faid he, 
“a rarity, upon which the Caliph will fet the 
higheft value.’’ His wife, eagerly afking what 
it was; ‘‘It is Hoffein’s head,” replied he. 
« Here it is; Iam commanded te prefent it to 
the governor.” The woman ina rage imme- 
diately leaped out of bed, not that fhe was 
terrified at the fight, for the generality of 
the Arabian women being accuftomed to fol- 
low the armies, were ufed to the moft bloody 
adventures: but Hofiein being, by Fatima 
his mother, the prophet’s grandfon, that rea- 
fon alone had a {ftrange effect upon the wo- 
man’s mind. ‘* By the only God,” faid fhe, 
‘< I will never lie again in the fame bed with 
the man who has brought me the head of 
the grandfon of his apoftle.” 
The Muffulman, who, according to the 
cuftom of his nation, had more wives than 
one, procured another, who was not fo dif- 
ficult, to fupply her place. But the poor 
woman reported, that fhe could not fleep all 
night, becaufe of a light which fhe faw 
{treaming up towards heaven from the place 
where Hoffein’s head lay. 

The next morning Haula came to the 



























He 
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He at firft viewed it witha brutal pleafure; 
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; : _ brought tothe 
prefent, took the liberty of reproving the go euvenar af 


vernor for his behaviour, and told him that Ċufah. 
he ought to have fhewedemore refpect to the 
head of Hoffein. ‘* For,” faid he, ‘‘ I have feen 


the lips of the apoftle of God upon thofe lips.”” 
Obeidollah was highly difpleafed at the re- 
proof, and told Zeid-ebn-Arkom, (for fo he 
was called) that had he not a reverence for 
his age, he would that moment have caufed 


his head to be ftruck off. 

When he confidered the difcourfe of this 
old man, he forefaw that Hoffein’s death 
would be laid to his charge; he doubted not, 
but that his enthufiaftic followers would 
frame a multitude of idle and ridiculous tales 
and fancies; which, tho’ defpicable in the 
main, would be of confiderable ufe in railing 
the credit of the faction of the Alians. 

However, he itill perfevered in the fame 
fentiments: and the manner in which he 


treated*the head of Hoffein, fhewed what 


thofe of his family muft expect: they were 
indeed all made prifoners in that juncture. 


Zeinab, Hoffein’s fifter, was brought to Conference 


the caftle, with Ali, fon of that unfortunate between him 


z - and Zeinab 
prince, anda daughter then young. Obel- Hofeins ’ 


dollah tréated ‘Zeinab with great haughtinefs. fitter. 


He exulted on the fuccefs of Yezid’s arms, 
and 
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life of Hof- 
fein’s fon. 





She faves the 
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and triumphed in the fall of Hoffein and his 


adherents. 


Zeinab, who was a woman of great un- 
derftanding, and of {till greater courage, 
plainly told Obeidollah, that God would cali 
him to judgment for his wicked dealings tg- 
wards the family of the prophet ; which eg- 
raged him much, and he replied with great 
heat and paffion; but having been reminded 


by one of his friends that fhe was a woman, 
and that it was beneath him to be offended 


at what fhe faid, he was pacified, and com- 


mended her for her good qualities. He 
owned fhe was a true daughter of Ali, who, 
he confeffed, was a man of great note 
amongft the Muffulmen, and eee famous 
for bravery, and his admirable skill in poe- 
try: an accomplifhment, which, as we have 
already obferved, was by the Arabians fet on 
a level with courage. 

But altho’ Obeidollah had been fo liberal 
in his praifes of Ali and Zeinab it did not 
prevent him from forming a refoJution of 
putting the young Ali (Hoffein’s fon) to 
death. Zeinab, who heard the fatal order 
iffued, that muft deprive her of a nephew 
fhe dearly loved, fued for his pardon, and 
even offered tod fuffer death in his ftead. ‘‘ If 
you have not yet drank deep enough of the 
blood of our family,” faid fhe to the gover- 
nor, € add to it mine.” QObeidollaheleemed to 
be ftruck at the uncommon affection fhe 


fhewed, and Zeinab continued to plead for 
her 
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her nephew in fo moving a manner, that at Y«ezrp. 
laft he was forgiven and difmiffed. This was Gesyra 61. 
the fecond time that child had run the rifque iiaii 
of his life; for at the time of his father’s 
death, he was doomed to deftruction upon 
the field of battle, but he was faved by an 
officer, and was afterwards called Zein Ala- 
bedin, which fignifies, the ornament of the 
religious. 
As to the unfortunate Hoffein, his body 
was buried in the plain of Kerbela, on the 
{pot where the battle was fought; and a no- 
ble maufoleum was afterwards erected over 
his grave. His head was firft fet up in Cu- 
fah, sand afterwards carried about the ftreets, 
to {trike the party of the Alians with terror, 
but that fpec¢tacle did not anfwer the. end 
which Obeidollah expected from it. 
The governor went from the caftle to the The governor 
chief Mofque, and afcending the pulpit, he tves the 


memory of 


reviled the memory of Hoffein, in a fpeech Hoffein. 
which began thus: ‘* Praifed be God, who 

hath manifeftly fhewn the truth, and thofe 

that follow it, and hath affifted Yezid the 
governor of the faithful, and his party, and 
deftroyed the liar, and the fon of the liar, 
Hofiein the fon of Ali and his party.” 

Thefe words fo highly provoked Ali’s The Alians 
party, that feveral of them rofe up in great "efent it. 
indignation, in order to depart. Amongft 
the reít, was a venerable citizen, who was 
blind of both his eyes, which he had loft in 
two feveral battles, and who ufed to continu 
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Yezip. in the Mofque, praying from morning till 
Hegyra 61. night. He hearing Obeidollah’s fpeech, cried 
Rone ak M out, ** O fon of Merjana*,”’’ faidhe, ‘‘ the liar, 

the fon of theliar, are you, and your father, and 
he who made you governor, and his father. O 
fon of Merjana, you kill the prophets, and 
{peak the words of honeft men.” 

The governor, in” rage, caufed the man to 
be forthwith feized; but fome of his party 
rofe, and refcued him from the guards. O- 
beidollah finding the ferment fo great, was 
unwilling to carry matters to extremity, for 
fear of creating a greater difguft by a nume- 
rous execution. However, in a few days, 
the blind man was taken and put to death, 
and his body hanged ona gibbet in the fquare 
before the Mofque. ‘This execution quelled 
the mutineers, whofe infurrection was dif- 








had fully glutted his 


vengeance, he fent the head of Hoffein to 
Damafcus, together with Zeinab and the reft 
of the family. He alfo fent a letter by the 
commander of the troops that efcorted them, 
to Yezid, in which he wifhed him joy of the 
victory gained by his forces, as well as of 


the utter extirpation of the oppofite party, 





* Obeidollah’s mother was called Merjana. 


of 
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of which, he faid, he had fent him plaun and - Yezrn. 
convincing proofs, | aoe. 
This letter did not meet with fo favour- _ 
able a reception as Obeidollah expected: Ye- O95 G23 
zid meant only to keep Hoffein within pio- cerdua, and 
r bounds, he was grieved at the news of” move? with 
his death, and could not help openly blaming vawens tn Tiot. 
the governor’s cruelty. ~ God curfe the fon feiw» family. 
of Sommiah,” faid he, fhedding tears: ‘* had 
Hoffein been in my power, I would have 
forgiven him: God loved Hoficin, but did 
not luffer him to fucceed in his delens.” 
The compaffion with which tne Caliph 
was filled, on hearing of the unhappy end of 
Hoffein, was extended to his whole family. 
Yezid ordered the wives and children of that 
ill-fated prince to be brought before him ; 
but he was moved when he faw them ap- 
pear in a mean and wretched condition, and 
repeating his imprecations on Obeidollah; he 
{aid in his wrath, ‘‘ God curfe the fon of 
Sommiah, if he had been the father of thefe 
women oftight he to have fuffered them to 
have appeared in fucha wretched condition f”’ 
The fight of young Ali feemed to affect 
him the more fenfibly. He travelled from 
Cufah to Damafcus with a chain about his 
neck; and in that condition was brought 
Before the Caliph. Yezid was then highly 
pleafed that he had not liftened to the cruel 
advice which had been given him by Ali; for 
on information being received at court, that 
he had haughtily refufed to exchange a word 
IN 2 with 
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Yez1p. with the officers of the efcort, during the 
eo ve - whole journey, one of the Caliph’s counfellors 
ee veprefented to him, that the young prince 
might one day become very formidable ; and 
it was neceflary to deftroy him, ‘‘ For,” faid 
he, “ no man would bring up the whelp of a 
cur who may one day bite his mafter.”’ But 
other counfellors who were more * humane, 
oppofed fuch a piece of cruelty, and their 

advice prevailed. 

When therefore that young prince ap- 
peared at court, the Caliph, moved at the 
wretched condition he faw him in, caufed 

him to approach, and fpoke to him with 
great affability. He concluded the audrence 
by faying to him: “ Your father would by 
force have deprived me of my throne; but 
God hath otherwife ordered.” Young Ali 
brifkly replied, with this verfe of the 4- Koran 
<< No accident happeneth in the earth, not 
in your perfons, but the fame was entered in 
the book of our decrees, before we created 
it,” 
Difpute be- The Caliph alfo entertained the wives of 
oh onic, Hoffein, and the reft of his family with all 
nab. - poffible civility and refpect. But a difpute 
fuddenly arofe, which had like to have proved 
fatal. A Syrian lord having taken a Hiking 























* The humane counfellorsfaid to Yezid; < O emperor of 
the faithful, do with them as the apoftle of God would do, 
if he were to fee them in this their condition.” Which moved 
the Caliph to compafiion. 

+ Koran, chap, 57. 
to 
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to Fatima, Hoffein’s youngeft fifter, who. Yezip. 
accompanied Zeinab, begged the Caliph would Hegyra6r. 
beftow her on him. Zeinab did not ftay ©" S 08o- 
till Yezid had returned an anfwer to the 
nobleman’s requeft, but remonitrated to the 
Caliph, that as the Syrian was of a different 
fect from her fifter, it was contrary to the 
law of the apoftle to give her to him: “S it is 
even out of your power” faid fhe, haughtily 
to the Caliph, “* to do it.” 

Yezid, enraged to fee fuch an attempt 
made on his authority, anfwered Zcinab, 
that it was in his power, and he would do 
it if-he thought fit. The daughter of Ali 
replied, that it was not in his power to force 
them to change their religion. ‘The Caliph, 
raifing himfelf from his feat, cried out in a 
fury, £ Is it fo then that you dare to anfwer 
me? it is your father and brother who have 
renounced the true religion.” Zeinab, with- 
out being difconcerted, replied in an ironical 
tone ; “ You pretend apparently to be in the 
right way; without doubt your father and 
mother were fo alfo.” The Caliph, who now 
grew more furious, was going to have treated 
her with very opprobious language, when 
Zeinab, who ftill preferved her ufual pride 
and grandeur, faid, ** ‘Though I am, my lord, 
a woman in- affliction, you are the com- 
mander of the Faithful ; and do you fo un- 
juftly abufe your power? thefe few words 
conveyed fo fenfible a reproach, that the 
Caliph blufhed, and was afhamed of having 


N 3 abandoned 
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Yezip.. abandoned himfelf to paffion, and thought he 


ip 01- could not make a better reparation for his 
om" fault than by fhewing now as much affability 
and politenefsas he before hadviolence andrage- 
He therefore gave orders to conduct Zeinab 
and her attendants to the warm baths, and 
foon after fent magnificent robes and various 

kinds of refrefhments. 


The Syrian lord, ftill hoping that the Ca- 
liph would interpofe his authority to obtain 
him Fatima, renewed his petition ; but Yezid 
gave him a tart denial, and bid him fpeak 
of it no more. 

Yezid’s af- By fo happy a change of the Caliph’s dif- 
pofition, in favour of this wretched fa- 
fons. mily, they were'amply provided of all necef- 

faries,and found the bitternefs of their paft mif- 
fortunes a little alleviated. Yezid lodged them 
all in his palace; and even grew fo fond of 
Hoffein’s two fons, Ali, and Amru, that he 
never went abroad without taking them 
with him. Khaled, Yezid’s eldeft fon, alfo 
became very intimate with them, and the 
Caliph took a fingular pleafure in feeing them 
play together. Being one day defirous of 
finding out the temper of Amru, who was 
very little, he afked him if he was willing 
to fight with his fon Khaled, ‘* why not, 
replied he with vivacity, ‘* give each of us 
a {word.”’ 

A Syrian lord who was prefent, beheld, 
with admiration, the courage and refolution 
of the child; but at the fame time reflecting 

that 
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that thofe rifing qualities might in time affeét  Yezıp. 
the peace of the f{tate, and that Amru, pur- itd des ee 
fuing the fteps of his father Hoficin might jima mini 
perhaps occafion a revolution, faid to Yezid, 

< Take care, and be affured that a ferpent 

always produces its like.” Yezid paid little 

regard to the prognoftics and abated nothing 

of his tendernefs to the child ; nor of his kind 

re{pects towards the family of Hoffein. 

The family of Hoffein having made a The family of 
long ftay at Damafcus, notwithftanding the Hoffein re- 
great kindnefs and civility with which the ni oe 
Caliph treated them, appeared defirous of 
returning to Arabia, particularly to Medina; 
where the wives of Hoffein were difpofed to 
fix their abode. "The Caliph, being acquainted 
with their defires, confented to them, and 
ordered every thing neceflary to be prepared 


for their journcy. 
When the Caliph difmiffed them, he 


fhewed great concern at parting, and em- 
bracing young Ali in particular, faid to him 
<< Write to me often, and vifit me when you 
conveniently can, and be affured that what- 

foever you defire fhall be done for you.” 
The whole family therefore left Damafcus, 
efcorted by a numerous detachment, which 
the Caliph had put under the command of 
an officer of: note, called Noman-ebn-Bafhir. 
He pundtually executed the Caliph’s or- 
ders, and behaved towards them with the 
utmoit civility and refpect all the way. 
When they approached Medina, Fatima, 
N 4 who 
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Yezip- who was thoroughly fenfible of that of- 


Hegyra 61.. ficer’s great politenefs, vigilance and care, 


Ch ær. 680. mid to her fitter Zeinab; this Syrian hath 
behaved fo kindly to us, that I think we 
ought to make him a prefent. Zeinab was 
of the fame opinion, but the difficulty was, 
what they fhould give him, for they were 
then pofieffed of nothing of any value, fave 
their bracelets. ‘* Let us then prefent them 
to him, faid the giri; Zeinab confenting, 
they took off their bracelets, and fent them 
to Noman with an apology; begging he 
would accept of them as a {mall token of 
their refpect for his courtefy. He modeftly 

refufed the gift, with this generous an{wer : 

« If what I have done had been only with 

a view to worldly tntereft, a lefs price than 

your jewels had been fufficient, but all that 

I have done was folely to pleafe God and to 

teftify the fincere regard I have for you and 

for all who are followers of the prophet.” 

He then took his leave of them and re- 

turned to Damafcus. 

This unfortunate family, being now re- 
turned to Medina, began to enjoy a tranquillity 
to which it had been a long time a ftranger ; 
yet not till after fhedding many tears for 
the cruel death of the unhappy Hoffein. 
ae Some authors afiure us that.the head of 
their accounts that prince was alfo fent back to Medina, 
ofthe place of and interred near his mother Fatima. Others 
ine mig fe- fay that it remained at Damafcus, and 
aaa was put in a place called <“ Bal-al-Fa- 

radis,” 
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tadis.” that is, ‘* The gate of the gardens.” Ye8zip. 

And that afterwards it was removed to Pa- Hegyra Or. 
; i i Ch. ær. 68a. 

leftine, from whence it was carried by the 

Caliphs of Egyptand buried at grand Cario, 

and a monument erećted over it, which was 


called *«* Mefchaid Hoffein,” or the fepulchre 
of Hoffein. 


But this account cannot be depended 
upon. Though it is certain that the fect of 
Ali have publifhed whole volumes of fables 
touching the fate of the head of Hofiein, 
and even touching the place where the reft 
of his body was buried, which we have 
already faid was Kerbela. And writers 
have given a long and particular account of 
the pilgrimages made to his tomb, and of 
the great miracles faid to be wrought there. 

The Perfians, who are of the feét of Ali, Veneration 
have to this day the greatef{t veneration for ra amie a pr 
that Caliph, and his two fons, Haffan and fein. 
Hoffein, whom they call the two lords. 

But they chiefly hold in reverence Hoffein, 

whom they confider as a martyr: he is as it 

were the oracle, the faint, or to {peak more 

properly, the idol of the nation; and they 

fay, that if Mahomet could return upon 

earth he would have caufe to be jealous of 

the great regard and efteem they pay to 

the memory of his grand-fon. 

The peace of the muffulman empire was Revolt of 
far from being confirmed by the death of pee A 
that prince. Abdallah the fon of Zobeir, 
who had never fubmitted to Yezid’s go- 


vernment, 
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Yezid. yvernment, declared publickly againft him 


Sigi a and by his conduct fhewed that Yezid had 


ERT Te in him a very formidable rival. 

acknowledg- Abdallah, who had acquired the efteem 
ed Caliph and good will of the Arabs by his attach- 
of Medina ment to the muffulman religion, and more 


ial fo by his mild and engaging behaviour, 
made fo prudent a management of their 
difpofition in his favour; that he obtained 
his ends ; and was folemnly declared Caliph 

of Medina and Mecca. 
After he was proclaimed Caliph, he ha- 
rangued the people, and taking advantage 
of the concern that was in general exprefied 








called to their minds the virtues and ex- 





cellent qualities of that illuftrious grandfon 
of the prophet, and drew a moving picture 
of the perfidy of the Cuffians, who had 
treated him with indignity after having in- 
vited him to come to them. And obferving 
the inclinations of the people of Medina 
and the great regard that they had for the 
prince’s family; he affected to fpeak of 
them with fuch refpect and veneration as 
had a very ftrong effect over the whole 
nation in his own favour. 

He acted in the fame manner at Medina, 
whither he went fhortly afterwards, and 
where he was received with the fame ac- 


clamations as at Medina. ‘The fpeeches he 
made 
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made in praife of Hloffein, recalled to their 
minds the love they had borne to that prince, 
and they were ready to avenge his death, by 
fhaking off the yoke that had occafioned it. 

Yezid was greatly furprized when he 
heard of this revolution. He wrote letters 
full of menaces againft Abdallah, and even 
{ent a filver collar to the governor of Me- 
dina, with orders to put it about his neck, 
and fend him thus to Damafcus. But Ab- 
dallah’s party was fo {trong that the governor 
dared not attempt to put the Caliph’s order 
in execution. 

Amru-ebn-Said, governor of Mecca, was 
alfo greatly embarafied, when he faw Ab- 
dallah publickly performing the functions 
of Caliph. He found it neceffary to act 
with the utmoft caution and circumfpection 
in fo critical a juncture. And finding he 
was not able to cope with the enemy, he 
had recourfe to diffimulation, and pretended 
that he only waited for the countenance of 











man of great repute, named Abdallah, the 
fon of Amru, who was famous for his pro- 


found underftanding, who ufed to ftudy the 
{tars, and alfo the writings of the Jews, par- 
ticularly the prophecies of Daniel, which he 
had carefully examined. The governor 
having fent for him, afked what was his 


opinion of what had happened at Medina 
and 


coniults 
touci.ing the 
rcvolt of Ab. 
dalah, | 
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Yeztip. and Mecca; to whom he boldly replied, 


aas m. that Abdallah would be king, and con- 
hd “tinue {uch to his death. 

This prophetic anfwer being fpreadthrough 
Arabia, thofe who were attached to Abdal- 
lah-ebn-Zobeir grew more bold, whilft he 
made ufe of every-means to preferve himfelf 
for the throne. In the mean time Amru, 
who was cautioned by this prediction, omit- 
ted nothing that was in his power to guard 

againit the defigns of the new Caliph. 
Yezid re- The enemies of Amru took this oppor- 
cache tape tunity to prejudice thofe who were near 
vernment. Yezid > whom they boldly accufed of negli- 
gence or cowardice for not having feized 


upon Abdallah when he firít revolted. Ye- 


zid, being enraged, removed Amru, and put 
in his place Waled the fon.of Otbah; who 
had no fooner taken poffeffion of his govern- 
ment, than he caufed a great number of 
the fervants and dependants of his prede- 
ceffor Amru to be imprifoned. Three hun- 
dred were feized on the very firft day; and 
their havirg been barely acquainted with the 
laft governor was enough to expofe a man 
to the violence and fury of Waled. 
So harfh a conduct difpleafed every one, 
and Amru thought the general difcontent 
was a favourable circumftance for prevailing 
on his friends to ftrike a blow he had medi- 
tated, and which could not fail of fuccefs. He 
fent a private meffage to the prifoners, in- 
forming them that he was going to Da- 
mafcus. 











Hegyra 62. 
Ch. ær. 681. 
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mafcus, to acquaint the Caliph with the _ ¥#2!D.- 
fituation of affairs; that if they chofe to ee Pag 
join him, they muft, by the help of their , i m 
numbers, break open the prifon. He affured Parka 
them that they fhould be duly fupported duét before 
in cafe of oppofition, and that they fhould he Lanpi: 
find ready in the ftreet a fufficient number 
of camels, to carry them to that city. 

Amru took the advantage of going to 
Damafcus, where he was well received by 
the Caliph, who neverthelefs reproached him 
with the little care that he had taken of 
his interefts in the late occurences. ‘‘ I be- 
feech you, commander of the faithful, to 
hear me,” replied Amru, “ That which is 
prefent” added he, ‘*‘ you can better fee 
than what is paffed, the Meccans and the 
Arabs of Hegiaz were fo very outragious, 
and affembled in fuch prodigious numbers 
to proclaim Abdallah, that the forces which 


I then had were not fufficient to attack them. 
On the other hand, Abdallah, who was 


jealous of me, was always upon his guard, 
and never appeared but with a great number 
of his friends to attend him. It is true, I 
affe&ted a great deal of indifference with 
regard to every thing that happened; but 
at the fame time I was watching for a fa- 
vourable oppartunity to fieze him. I very 
well faw, that notwithftanding his great cre- 
dit and his able politics, that he was embar- 


rafed in all his proceedings; for I had 
taken. 














1g0 The HIS TORY of 


Yeztp- taken care to guard all the avenues to the 
Hegyra 02. city, and none were fuffered to enter without 
' telling their name. ‘'Thofe whom I found 
were Abdallah’s friends, I difmiffed imme- 
diately without any further inquiry; as to 
thofe who appeared to have no connec- 
tion with him, I enquired the caufe of 
their coming to Mecca, and made them 
tell me where they propofed to lodge; and 
in confequence, I caufed all their fteps to 
be clofely watched ; you fee what I thought 
fit to be done for your fervice. And now 
you have’ fent Waled, the fon of Otbah, 
who, (if we may judge from the beginning 
he has made) will give you fuch an ac- 
count of his admiuniftratian as will juftify 
my conduct, and convince you of the fin- 
cerity of my advice.” 

Yezid was greatly ftruck at Amru’s de- 
fence, and owned it had furprized him. 
He expreffed great refentment againft thofe 
who had bafely done Amru fo ill an office, 
and obligingly told him, that he knew his 
enemies well, and was perfuaded there was 
not one amongift them that could be com- 
pared with him for probity ; he from that 
moment took Amru again into favour, 

defired him to continue at court, and treated 
him with great diftinction. 
ee Publick fame foon confirméd what Am- 
againt the ru had faid of the new governor Com- 
new governor plaints came from the feveral diftricts of 
of Mecca. Arabia, and at laft Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir 


wrote 


















Complaints 
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wrote a letter to Yezid, in which he com- Yezid. 
plained that he had fent a man to be go- erra a 
vernor there, who was abfolutely incapable `> `> 
of fo important a truft. And he at the 
fame time even gave the Caliph to under- 
{tand that he would recal Waled, and fend 
one in his place with whom he might treat, 
and who had the means ôf accommodating 
thofe troubles. 

This letter greatly furprized Yezid. He 
was pleafed to fee his rival acknowledge his 
power, and even to afk of him the exer- 
cife of it in the very city of which Abdal- 
lah had caufed him to be proclaimed Ca- 
liph. -As this letter alfo fpoke of a peace, 
which was what Yezid wifhed for, he im- 
mediately took the proper method to re-,, 4, a 
move the obftacles that oppofed it, and re- Othman in 
called Waled, and appointed in his place his place. 
Othman¥, a relation of his own. He was 
one indeed of but an indifferent underítand- 
ing, devoid both of fenfe and experience, 
in a word very incapable of unravelling the 
intrigues which then divided the empire of 
the Arabs. 

Othman fet cut for Arabia, and ftopping Othman af- 
at Medina, received the fubmiffion of fome e 
of them who acknowledged Yezid, which of the Me- 
he confidering as the act of the whole dinefe. 
nation, imagiried from thence the authority 
of that prince to be founded ona rock, and 











* The fon of Mahomet, and grandfon of Abu-Sofian. 
with- 
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Yezi. without further enquiry, he fent ambaffa- 
ng dag a - dors to Damafcus to aflure the Caliph of 
diemi the obedience of the Medinians. 
dete nines This embafly was more hurtful to Yezid 
tainacon- than all the plots that had already been con- 
a trived again{ft him. The extraoidinary ap- 

pearance of a court where the fovereign 
paid no regard either to religion, or even to 
common decency, was ample matter of 
offence to the ambaffadors. And in fact 
Yezid paffed his days in indolence and 
frivolous amufements: he mindéd nothing 
but fplendid entertainments, where, in con- 
tempt of the muffulman law, they drank 
all forts of wine to the utmoft excefs; and 
his evenings were ufually {pent in company 
of finging and dancing women, and in 
convertation with buffoons and other mean 
fellows. 

The medinian deputies were received 
with great pomp and civility. They con- 
tinued fome time at the Caliph’s court; and 
at their departure he made them confider- 
able prefents: but all he could do was not 
able to get the better of the great indigna- 
tion and contempt they had _ conceived 
again{t him. 

When the ambaffadors returned to that 
city, they did not in the leait {pare Yezid; 
on the contrary, they gave fuch a defcription 
of the debaucheries of his courte and in 


particular of his own diforderly life, as in- 
flamed 
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famed the people againft him. And they, poli 
being afhamed of obeying a prince who ee od 
they judged unworthy to rule over men, 
took advantage of the then reigning divifions 
to fhake off his authority, and in a private 
aflembly of the ambaffadors, and of fomée 
of the principal meneof Medina, after 
having expatiated on the caufes of complaint 
again{t that prince, they declared him un- 
worthy the throne, and depofed him-from 
the Caliphate. | 

Yezid was foon informed of the defcrip- Yezid orders 
tion which the ambaffadors had given of a. 
his perfon and conduct at Medina. In the bata is 
firft emotions of his paffion, he refolved to to be feized. 
fend a body of troops to Medina; to punifh 
the inhabitants of that city; but hearing 
that one of thofe ambafiadors, named Al- 
mundir, was gone to Baforah, and had 
there {poke of him full as injurioufly as the 
others, he determined to caufe him to be 
feized, and by punifhing him, to intimi- 
date his fellows. With this view he wrote 
to Obeidollah, who was then governor of 
that city, and commanded him to bind Al- 
mundir, and confine him ftriétly till further 
orders. 
e But his commands were not executed. The governor’ 
Obeidollah, who had* long entertained a ed oe 
friendfhip for Almundir, took medfures for means for Al- 
{ending his out of Baforah, without run- mundir to ef 
ning the rifque of incurring the Caliph’s “?* 
refentment; he advifed him (as the moft 

Vor. AL O certain 
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Almundir ex- 
claims again{t 


the Caliph. 
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certain way of fucceeding) to gain fome of 
the chief citizens, and then, after publick 
prayer, one day to reprefent that he came 
to Baforah on private affairs, which he had 
fuccefsfully terminated, and was defirous 
for urgent reafons to go to Medina; but he 
had heard that the governor had iffued 
orders that no perfon fhould depart without 
his leave, and he was then to entreat the 
aflembly that they would intercede with 
the governor that he mignt be permitted 
to go about his bufinefs. This fcheme fuc- 
ceeded, as it had been forefeen. The in- 
habitants Icudly required that Almundir 
might be permitted to leave Baforah. The 
governor at firft made fome difficulty; but 
he was forced to comply with their requeft, 
and he was delighted to have that feeming 
force put upon him, which at the fame time 
that it enabled him to fave his friend, proved 
his own fecurity again{ft the Caliph’s dif- 
pleafure. 

The arrival of Almundir at Medina, aug- 
mented the publick hatred againft Yezid. 
He confirmed all that the ambafiadors had 
already faid to the difadvantage of that 
prince; and confefied, that though he had 
received confiderable prefents from him, he 
could not help openly fpeakme his fenti- 
ments of a fovereign, who was a Mufful- 
man only in name, and neglected every duty 
of his religion; who gloried in his fcanda- 

lous 
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fous debaucheries, and by his example drew 

his whole court into the utmotft libertini{m. 
Yezid, being alarmed at his efcape, and 

vexed at the reports he had fpread in 
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tants of Mec- 


Medina, fent to that city Noman-ebn- ca and Me- 


Bafhir to quiet the people, and peifuade 
them to return to their allegiance. But 
Noman, did not fucceed: on the contrary, 
that envoy having threatened them with a 
body of troops, which he faid the Caliph 
would certainly fend amongft them if they 
perfifted in their rebellion, the Medinians 
made preparations to repel force with force. 
They acted in concert with the Meccans, 
and immediately appointed a general to 
command their army. Abdallah-ben-Mothi 
was appointed to head the Coreifchites, 
and Abdallah, the fon of Hantéla, com- 
manded the Medinians. 

However, before they entered upon action, 
another deputation was fent to Damafcus, 
which was attended with no better fuccefs 
than the former. Though Yezid made 
very valuable prefents both to Abdallah- 
ebn-Hintéla, and thofe who compofed his 
train, they did not think him more worthy 
the Caliphate, and the account they gave at 
their return of the Caliph’s perfon and court, 
was full as unfavourab?e as that which was 
given by the former negotiators. 





In this year the Medinians folemnly de- Hegyra 62. 
clared againft Yezid. They broke out in- ©” =r. 63a. 


to open rebellion, in a manner which bor- 
O 2 dered 
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dered on madnefs. When the people af- 
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him, their proceedings were tumultuous, 
a and without the leaft form or order. One 
ans cepole oof them rifing up, took off his turban, and 


Yezid. 
: threw it on the ground, faying at the fame 
time, “ I lay afide Yezid, as I lay afide this 
turban.” In a moment fuch of the afiembly 





. In another part 
of the mofque, a Muffulman pulled off his 
fhoe, and faid, “‘ I put away Yezid, as I put 
away this fhoe.” The Mufiulmen who were 
near him, alfo pulled off their fhoes and 


threw them down, repeating what he had 
faid. And thus was Yezid folemnly de- 


pofed from the fovereign power. 

They force It may be fuppofed that after the Me- 

ee: _. cena had proceeded thus far, they would 

Sees the aie: endeavour to compleat their wo k. Oth- 
man, governor of Mecca, who had rernained 
at Medina during all the difturbance, was 
driven out, and the whole family of Om- 
miyah, with all their friends and dependants, 
were fentenced to be banifhed. But inftead 
of obeying the fentence, they ftaid in Me- 
dina, and took refuge in the houfe of 
Merwan-ebn-Hakem, governor of the city, 
where the Medinians clofely befieged them. 
But as the Ommiyans confifted of about.one 


thoufand men, and as the governor was 
alfo 
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alfo provided of fome forces to defend him-  Yezıp. 
felf, it was no difficult matter to hold the Sali 4 
befiegers in play; and the Ommiyans had 
time to fend an exprefs to Damaicus, to in- 
form Yezid of the dangerous fituation they 
were in, and of the event which had oc- 
cafioned it. 

The Caliph, enraged at the revolt of the Amru re- 
Medinians, at laft refolved to put in execu- S p 
tion the menaces he had fo often uttered, troops fent 
of puniíhing their infolence. ‘To this end a, aaa the 
he held a conference with Amru-ebn- Sman. 
Said, who agreed there was no time ta 
lofe, and that a body of troops muít be 
fent to Medina. He even gave fome advice 
in what manner the enterprize fhould be 
conducted ; and the Caliph was fo pleafed 
with the methods Amru propofed, that 
he offered him the chief command of the 
expedition. But the latter excufed himfelf 
on divers accounts, and amongift others, 
that as the Meccans had concurred with 
the Medinians, the Coreifchites, which was 
one of the chief tribes of Mecca, would 
warmly engage in the war, and there would 
doubtlefs be a very great effufion of blood ; 
to which he could by no means contribute, 
as he was fo nearly related to the chiefs of 
that tribe. 

Yezid feemed convinced by thefe reafons, Yezid gives 

ó z the command 
and prefled him no farther. He {fent forto Melem. 
Meflem, the fon of Okb.d, an officer of 
great merit, who willingly accepted the 

O 3 command, 
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zm. command, though he was very aged and 
Hegyra 63. -infirm. But this he did rather with a view 
7 to fubdue the rebellious Medinians, than to 
relieve the Ommiyans, who had taken fhelter 
in the caftle. He maintained that they 
were cowards, and did not deferve to be 
aflifted, fince, being fo numerous, they had 
fuffered themfelves to be fhut up, inftead 
of cutting a way through their enemies 

{word in hand, and making a gallant re- 

treat. And he even propofed to the Caliph 

that he might halt near Medina, and not 
affi{t them till they deferved encouragement 
by exerting themfelves. 

But Yezid did not relifh this advice; he 
told Meflem his life would be a burden to: 
him if they were not fafe,. and therefore he 
muft extricate them whether they deferved 
it or not: but to avoid too great an effufion 
of blood, he commanded the general fo 
fummon the town on his arrival; to repeat 
the fummons the fecond day, in eafe they 
refufed to furrender; and to do the like the 
third day: after which he fhould ftorm 
the city, and give it up for three days to 
the mercy of the foldiers.. He neverthelefs 
gave particular directions touching young 
Ali and his family. <‘ I know,” faid the 
Caliph, ‘* that neither he, nor any of his fa- 
mily are concerned in the meafures of the 
rebels, wherefore be careful of their fafety, 


and {hew them the utmoft refpeé&.” 
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Thefe orders given, the Caliph reviewed  Y=zzıp. 
his troops, which amounted to twelve thou- rg ne ie 
fand horfe, and five thoufand foot, he in- `~" ; 
vetted Meflem with the command, and 
caufed him to march forthwith. 

The Medinians were not intimidated on The Medini- 
the approach of the Caliph’s troops. They few ae bn 
rejećted the fummons with contempt, and forced to fur- 
obliged Meflem to attack them in form.render. 
They for fome time made a bold and vigo- 
rous defence, but their chief officers having 
been flain in feveral attacks, and finding 
that they fhould foon be in want of provi- 
fions, they began to think of their fafety, 
and*propofed a capitulation. 

The general aníwered, that as they had 
refufed the offers he made the three firit 
days after his arrival, he would not re- 
ceive them but at difcretion; and the Me- 
dinians were reduced to fuch extremity, 
that they were forced to fubmit to the will 
of the conqueror. ‘They therefore opened 
their gates, and Meflem entered the city at 
the head of his troops fword in hand. 

For fome time no diforders were committed ; 
the general having commanded the foldiery 
to remain quiet, till he fhould give the 
fignal, and they continued under arms ex- 
pecting his orders. 
Meflem ufed that precaution, that he Als family 
might have time to fecure Ali, and the reft To 
of Hofiein’s family, as the Caliph had com- ; i 
manded. He therefore fent for them, and 

O 4 they 
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Yezip. they came before him full of fear, as men 
Hegyra 63. . that expected to be the firt victims immo- 
irre CRM Taed, to the Caliph’s fury; but they were 

agreeably furprized when the general treated 
them with great goodnefs and affability, 
{trove to quiet their fears, and gave to Ali, 
who was at their head, 
of efteem, and even of refpect 

















Medina is This done he- gave the fignal, and the 
sa city was given up to the fury of the foldiers. 
they got with child ; as to pillage, they made 
no diftinction; they plundered every thing 
that was valuable, and fet fire to what they 
could not carry away. 
ae am of Meflem, loaded with the fpoils of the 
TE Medinians, led his victorious army to Mecca, 
with a defign either to feize Abdallah, or 
feized on the road with a diftemper that 
carried him off almoft fuddenly. The com- 
Hofiein fuc- 


mand having devolved by right on a captain 
and befieces Named Hoffein, whom Yezid had appointed. 
Mecca. —  lHeutenant-general, he put himfelf at the 


ceeds him, 





head of the Syrian army, who continued 
their march, and fhortly appeared under 


the walls of Mecca, to which they laid 
iliege. 


The 
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The operations of the beficgers were not  * aars. 

attended with the fuccefs the general ex- ig Se ees 
pected. Abdallah, fince he had fixed his ~ 7> si 
refidence in that city, had caufed fome ad- 
ditional works to be ereéted, which rendered 
the approaches to it very difficult ; infomuch 
that Hoffein, who expected. to have taken 
the place after a very fhort fiege, had furi- 
oufly battered the wails near forty days 
without making any confiderable impreffion 
upon them. However he ftill continued 
the fiege, and pufhed on the works fo 
vigoroufly, that he fet fire to part of the 
city, and with his batterring engines de- 
{troyed the moft confiderable edifices. "The 
Syrians, encouraged by thefe advantazes, 
depended upon taking Mecca, and making 
it fhare the fame fate with Medina, buta 
piece of news arrived, which put an end to 
all hoftilities. 

Yezid was no more. ‘That Caliph died Hegyra 64. 
at Hawwarin, a city of Syria, in the territories ©? =" 683- 
of Hems, after having reigned three years Death of 
and fix months. So foon as the account of 74 
his death reached the Svrian camp, Hoffein Abdallah de- 
caufed the attack to ceafe, and demanded a sine nic: 
conference with Abdallah. The latter having coins ~ 
confented, was much furprized to hear awy. 
Hoffiein make an offgr of acknowiedzing 
him as Caliph, and joining him with his 
whole army. Having reflecied fome time 
on fo advantageous an otier, he di not 
think fit to truit Hoffein: he thankeu zhat 

officer 





Why the 
Muffulmen 
condemned 


Yezid. 





Perhaps he fufpected that Hof- 


{ein meant to enfnare him by fuch fpecious 


propofals. However it was, he returned 
into the city, and in a fhort time Hofiein 
caufed his troops to decamp, and, together 
with Merwan-ebn-Hakem, and thofe of 
the houfe of Ommiyah, who had remained 
at Medina with that governor, (where he 
protected them from all attempts of Ab- 
dallah’s party) marched into Syria. 

The fubjects of Yezid did not lameht his 
death. ‘That Caliph had rendered himfelf 
odious and defpicable on account of his 
luxury and debauchery, and efpecially of 
his irréligion. It could not be laid to his 
charge that he favoured one fect more than 
another. He equally defpifed them all, 


and took a pleafure in openly infringing the 
laws and cuftoms eftablifhed by Mahomet. 
He was the firft Caliph that drank wine 
publickly, and was waited upon by eunuchs, 
Befides, he was fond of dogs, for which he 
was reproached by the more fcrupulous Ma- 
hometans, who held that animal in utter 


deteftation. l 

He likewife drew on himfelf the hatred 
of the people, on account of two vices which 
{eem very oppofite, I mean, prodigality 


and covetoufneis, which he carried to the 
utmoft 
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utmoit excefs. Being greedy of the pro- 
perty of others, he often p 
honeft fubje&t of the money he had labo- 
rioufly gained; whilft, on the other hand, 
he lavifhed away great fums on women of 
a debauched life, muficians, and bafe cour- 


tiers, who meanly applauded him for his 


luxury and other irregularities. 
The only merit arabian writers allow him 


is, that he excelled in poetry*. ‘That talent, 
fo unlikely to make a fovereign refpectable, 
was, as we have obferved, held in great 
efteem by the Muffulmen ; it went hand in 
hand (if we may be allowed the expreffion } 
with bravery, and was a part of the enco- 
mium of the greateft captains. 

A tafte for poetry was inftilled into him 
from his infancy by his father Moawiyah,: 
who had married Moflem, Yezid’s mother, 
only becaufe fhe was an excellent poetefs. 
He ordered that in his fon’s education, thé 














fe qualities by which a fovereign’ 


the efteem and veneration of pof- 








œ Tt is faid by fome, that his chief talent lay in making a 
drunken catch | | 
of 
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of princes either pious, fuch as were the 
. four firft Caliphs, or liberal as Moawi- 
' yah; but when it was governed by a 
prince who had neither piety nor generofity, 
fuch an one as Yezid was, all would be 
loft. 

Though Yezid had poflefied ever fo many 
virtues, yet his having permitted the city of 
the prophet to be plundered and profaned, 
would have obícured them all. ‘That prince 
did not defign to confider that Medina had 
{erved as a retreat to the primitive Muflul- 
men, and that therein were carefully pre- 
{erved the precious remains of the founder 

both of the ftate and of his religion. ‘Thefe 
confiderations were not fufficient to reftrain 
his fury; and he allowed his foldiers to 
commit fuch outrages in the city, during 
three days, that devout Mufiulmen do not 
{cruple to fay, that God dealt with him as 
a tyrant, and cut him off in the flower of 
his age, as a judgment upon him for his 
prefumption. 

Under his Caliphate the Muffulmen con- 
quered all Chorafan, and put the {tates 
of the prince of Samarcand under con- 
tribution. Salem, the fon of Ziyad, who 
was then in the twenty-fourth year of 
his age, commanded upon that expedi- 
tion. 

Yezid left feveral children behind him; 
but mention is made only of Moawiyah, 
the fecond of that name, who fucceeded 

him, 
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him, and Khaled, who did not attain the Yezıp. 
} ,_ Megyra 64. 


Ch: at. 6282. 





O foon as Yezid was dead, his fon Moawrtran 


Moawiyah was proclaimed Caliph at ae 
egyra 64. 

Damafcus. He was aman of fo weak a cCh` ær. 683. 
conftitution, that his life could not be much 
depended cn. The bad example of his l 

i ; : . Moawiyah's 
father had in no wife influenced his educa- character. 
tion; and though he was the fon of a man 
who gloried in his impiety, he on the con- 


trary was very religious. He was of the 


{ect of the Alkadarij, a branch of the Mo- 
tazeli. Thofe fectaries afferted that all the 


actions of man depended on his free will ; 
whereas the other Muffulmen maintained, 
that God, by his determinate decrees, was 
the immediate caufe of all human actions. 
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Moawiyau folved to afk council, and know if he was 
i fit to fuftain the weight of government. 


Heg 64. i 
a oe 683. Fie therefore ient for a venerable Mufful- 


man, named Omar al-Mekfous, who had 
been his matter, and in whom he placed 
the greateft confidence. He propofed the 
difficulty to Omar, and afked him whether 
he ought to accept the Caliphate or not. 

Omar, who in all probability was de- 
firous of fetting before his eyes the im- 
portance of the truft in queftion, and how 
grievous a thing it would be if he fhould 
follow his father’s fteps, told him, that if 
he found himfelf able to adminifter, im- 
partial juftice to the Muffulmen, and to 
acquit himfelf of all the duties of that 
dignity, he ought to accept it; otherwife 
he could not in confcience take the burthen 
upon him. 

However, Moawiyah accepted the crown : 
but from that very moment he afcended the 
throne, his mind was filled with reflections 
on the engagements he had entered into, 
and he was conftantly employed in examin- 
ing if he was able to perform them. In 
fhort, he had fcarce reigned fix weeks, 


when he came to arefolution of furrender- 
ing the crown. 


e SETE To this end he convened the chief of-. 
j ‘ficers of the {tate, imparted to them his 


defigon, and acquainted them with the mo- 
tives to ıt. He told them, that when he 
firft entertained the thoughts of abdicating, 


he 





the ARABIAN S. 207 


he defigned to have followed the examples Moawiyvan 
of Abubecre and Omar, in taking meafures M 
for appointing a fucceffor worthy to rule id ra Oq. 
over them ; but fearing thofe meafures would l 
render him in fome fort accountable for the 





young prince remaining inflexibly fixed in 
the refolution he had taken, they were 


forced to defift. Moawiyah therefore made 
a folemn and formal abdication. As it was 
not poffible to proceed forthwith to a new 
election, the Damafcenes chofe a regent, 
whofe power was to continue till the ap- 
pointment of a new Caliph. ‘Their choice Dehac ap- 
fell on Dehac, the fon of Kais, who forth- as a 
with affumed the reins of government. = 
The family of Ommiyah were extremely 
irritated at this proceeding of Moawiyah. 
And as they fuppofed his abdication was 
owing to the advice given him by Omar 
al-Mekfous, they wrecked their vengeance 


on that Muffulman, and buried him alive. 
Moawiveh 
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Moawiyan Moawiyah did not live long after he had 
™ renounced the Caliphate. He led a very 
egyra 64. R i b i . 
Ch. ær. 683. retired life; having fhut himfelf up in a 
Death of Mo. Chamber, from whence he fcarce ever ftirred 
awiyah. till he died, fome fay of the plague, and 
others of poifon. 

This Caliph was furnamed Abu-leilah, 
that is, = father of night,” as well on ac- 
count of his love of folitude, as of his na- 
tural weaknefs of conftitution, which pre- 
vented him from appearing much abroad in 
the day time. 

Whilft that young prince, who was con- 
vinced of his inability to bear the weight ofa 
crown, to which he was juftly intitled, was 
taking meafures to free himfelf from the bur- 
then, greatdifturbances arofein Arabia, which 
did not prognofticate a quiet reign to the 
perfon that fhould be chofen at Damafcus 
to fucceed him. 


Abdallah, the fon of Zobeir, who had 
been proclaimed Caliph at Medina and 
Mecca in the days of Yezid, feemeed now 
to be eftablifhed in all the territories of the 
Muffulmen, Syria only excepted. And on 
the other hand Obeidollah, who was at the 
fame time governor of Baforah and Cufah, 
was taking meafures, which, though they 
did not feem calculuted to attain the Ca- 


liphate, were yet fuch as muft prove highly 
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He was at Baforah, when he received Fegyrs 64. 
adoice of Yezida death: he immediately —" ær. 083. 


mounted the pulpit, and having acquainted Obeidollah 


is acknow- 


the Baforians with it, he made them a ftudied ledged pro- 
fpeech, m which he fet before them all they tetor at Ba- 


had fuffered under the government of the iii 
Ommiyan Caliphs. He advifed them, how- 
ever, not totally to fhake off the yoke, but 
remonftrated to them, that as they were in 
every refpect the moft confiderable nation in 
the empire, they could eafily fubfift inde- 
pendant of others, and form a feparate ftate, 


till the divifions in Syria, touching the Ca- 
liphate, fhould be reconciled. For which 


purpofe he advifed them to choofe a perfon 
duly qualified to be the protector of their 








{tate : after which, if the Mufflulmen agreed 





protefting at the fame time that the oath 
fhould be no longer binding, than till all 
Vor. IL F things 
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Hegyra 64. things were fettled, and the Syrians agrecd 


Ae ar O83. : 
i upon a Caliph. 


ae iara d This done, he immediately fent a deputa- 


endeavours at , a : 
the fame ho. tion to Cufah to inform them of what had 


nour at Cu- paffed, hoping they would readily follow the 

a example of the Baforians. But things fell 
out quite otherwife,; the Cufians received 
the mefla2age with indignation, and infulted 
the chief deputy ; and though he was Obeidol- 
lah’s licutenant, they threw duft in his face, 
whilft he was haranguing the people. 

The inhabi- This event {taggered the Baforians. Having 


tants of Ba- „eceived advice of the averfion which the 
forah rife, and 


force him to Cufians had fhewn to Obeidollah’s propofal, 
retire. they repented they had fo precipitately tom- 
plied with it, and revoked the oath of fealty 
they had taken to him. Difputes ran fo 
high, that Obeidollah, finding he could not 
maintain his ground in the country, refolved 
to make his efcape, and he caufed a report 
to be fpread that he was going into Syria. 
But before he departed, he feized to his 
own ufe all the money which was then laid 
up in the treafury of Baforah, and which 
amounted to fixteen millions; part of which 
he divided amongtft his relations, and the re- 
mainder he kept to be employed in the pro- 
fecution of his defigns, which however he 
was forced to abandon. He offered large 
fums of money to fome of the tribes to en- 
gage them to take up arms in his behalf, 
but they refufed it; and indeed he had ren- 


dered himfelf. fo obnoxious by his cruelties, 
that 
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that even his own relations refufed to affift Hegyra 64. 

him. Ch. ær. 083. 
Finding Baforah too hot for him, he de- 

parted from that city, accompanied with about 

one hundred perfons. And it was happy for 

him that he tarried no longer; for the 

people, whom his enemies had {ftirred up 

again{t him, plundered his houfe and purfued 

him, but they could not overtake him. 
About the time of Obeidollah’s flight, Hof- Difturbances 


fein, general of the Syrian army, returned to 270" CF a 


Damafcus from the fiege of Mecca. Moa- fucceffor to 
wiyah, the fon of Yezid, had juft then abdi- Moawiyah. 
cated the Caliphate, and great ftir was making 
about the choice of a perfon to fucceed him. 
Hoffein readily confefied, that knowing Moa- 
wiyah’s inability, he had offered his alle- 
giance to Abdallah, the fon of Zobeir; but 
that he had refufed to accept it: that he 
feemed content with having been acknow- 
ledged fovereign of Arabia, and fhewed little 
concern touching what pafied in Syria. 
Hoffein afterwards held a pretty long con- 
ference with Merwan-ebn-Hakem, and the 
other Ommiyans who had accompanied him 
to Damafcus. He told them, that confidering 
the prefent pofture of affairs, they ought to 
think of fettling the government in Syria, 
and either fubmit to Abdallah, who would 
make no fcruple of accepting the Caliphate, 
when he fhould be called to it by the voice 
of the nation; or to fome other perfon, able 
P 2 to 
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Hegyra 64. to cope with Abdallah, who would always 


' prove a dangerous rival. 
Abdallah is Thefe remonítrances had like to have pro- 
excluded the yed of the utmoít advantage to Abdallah. 
Caliphate. Dehac, the fon of Kais, who commanded 
at Damafcus, was his faft friend; and even 
Merwan, whofe vote was of no {mall con- 
fequence, declined in favour of Abdallah. 
But in the interim Obeidollah being arrived 
at that city, fpoke with great warmth to Mer- 
wan touching the declaration he had made. 
He told him, it was a fhame that a perfon of 
his diftinétion, who was at the head of the 
noble family of the Coraifchites, fhould 
entertain a thought of fubmitting to Abdallah, 
the open enemy to his houfe. ‘Thefe re- 
monitrances were effectual, and they no 
longer thought of appointing him Caliph. 
‘The Batori- But whilft thefe fteps were taken to ruin 


ans invite him a a f ‘ : E 
to acceptof Abdallah’s interef{t in Syria, his affairs feemed 


it. to proíper more and more in Arabia. ‘The 
flight of Obeidollah, amongft other things, 
was fo advantageous an event, that it procured 
him the poffeffion of Baforah. ‘The inha- 
bitants of that city were altogether in tumult 
and confufion, and could not agree in the 
choice of a governor. After having {fuccef- 
fively elected feveral perfons to that office, 
and depofed them from it, they at laft wrote 
a Abdallah to take the government upon 
im. 

It is generally agreed that Abdallah might 


have attained the Caliphate, if he had a¢ted 
with 
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with due prudence and precaution; but the tiegyra 04. 


report which he unwifely fuffered to be pro- 
pagated immediately after Yezid’s death, that 
he had given orders to his lieutenant in Me- 
dina to exterminate the whole houfe of Om- 
miyah, induced the latter (who had before 
refolved to fubmit to him) to provide for 
their fafety, and retire to Damafcus under 
the guard of Hoffein and his troops. ‘This 
event proved highly prejudicial to Abdallah’s 
intere{t, and prevented him from being uni- 
verfally recognized in the muffulman do- 


minions. 


<a. 21. 083- 


However, he ftill enjoyed the title and pre- He is ac- 


rogatives of Caliph in a country of great ex- 
tent, and capable of forming a potent {ftate. 


knowledged 
Caliph in fe- 


veral provin- 


He was acknowledged by the people of ces. 


Trak, Hejaz, Yeman, and Egypt, and had 
even a {trong party in Syria. From whence 
feveral arabian authors have ranked him in 
the number of Caliphs, and place him next 
to Moawiyah the fecond. 

However, I have been induced, for feveral 


reafons, not to obferve the fame order. In 
the firít place, I thought it would be improper 
to break into the feries of the Ommiyan Ca- 
liphs, by inferting one who was not of the 
fame houfe. And as Abdallah was raifed to 
the Caliphate during the reign of Yezid, and 
enjoyed that dignity in the days of the fuc- 
ceeding Caliphs, till the time of Abdalmelek, 
I fee no reafon why he fhould be placed after 
either of thofe Caliphs. And finally, the 


rg reign 









MERWAN. 





The 


reign of that prince may perhaps be confidered 


‘ only as a fchifm among the Mufiulmen, 


which terminated with his life, fince im- 
mediately after his death, the feveral pro- 
vinces that had recognized him, again fub- 
mitted to the Ommiyans. I therefore avoided 
affigning him any perticular place in hiftory, 
and thought it would be fufficient to give a 
full account of the events that related to him, 
as opportunity fhould offer, under the reigns 


of the Ommiyan Caliphs. 





ER W AN -ebn-Hakem, was the 
fourth Caliph of the houfe of Om- 


pronounced again{ft the Ommiuyans. He ar- 
rived at Damafcus at the very juncture whep 
they were much embarrafied by the refolu- 
tion which Moawiyah the {fecond had taken, 
of abdicating the throne he had=fo newly 
poffefled. The reader has already feen, that 
as the Syrrans could not agree in opinion, 


they 
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they chofe for their regent Dehac, the fon Merwan. 


of Kais, a man famous for his abilities, his Hegyra 64- 
Ch. ær. 683. 








firt Caliph of the Qmmiyans was not ex- Ea for Ab- 
tended to all thofe who belonged to that“® ^" 
family. Though he loved and honoured the 
immediate defcendants of Moawiyah, yet 
when the crown was about to país to a col- 
lateral branch, he changed his fentiments, and 
openly declared for Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir. 
Yet, fpight of all his intrigues, Merwan 
was elected, and took the moft {fpeedy mea- 
{fures to reduce to obedience all fuch as dif- 
puted his authority. Dehac, who expected 
fuch a ftep on the Caliph’s part, was not 
wanting on his fide. The power he gained 
during his regency, had raifed him a {trong 
party, who immediately took up arms under 
his conduct. Merwan alfo levied troops, and 
marched out to attack his enemies, who had 
taken poft in the plains of Damatcus. 
A fingle battle put an end to the difpute. He is defeat- 
Dehac, the author of it, was killed in the ed, andkilled. 
action: the greateft part of his troops were 
cut in pieces, and the reft totally routed and 
difperfed. ‘This compleat victory proved a 
folemn confirmation of the choice made of 
Merwan to be Caliph: his army proclaimed 
him on the field of battle, and brought him 


back triumphant to Damaticus. 
Fä But 
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MERWAN. But the pleafure he received on account of 


ra i a64. fo fignal a victory was foon abated, when 
iii they brought him a lift of the number of 


his enemies that had fallen in the action. 
That generous and humane prince, grieved at 
fo great an effufion of muffulman blood, 
could not help crying out, ‘f Alas! that I, 
who am an old man, and next to nothing, 
fhould be forced to bring armies together to 
deftroy one another!’’ the {laughter was 
indeed amazing, but in all probability not fo 
confiderable as is related by arabian authors, 
who fay that eighty thoufand men were flain 


in that battle. 


seper is Merwan returning to Damatcus after “his 
holethe Ca. Victory, went to dwell in the pala¢e where 


liphate for Moawiyah ufed to refide, and began to con- 
¥ezid's fon. trive the means of eftablifhing his authority. 


The chief men of the ftate came there to 
confer with him on proper meafures to be 
taken for fettling the fuccetfion to the crawn. 

It had been ftipulated, previous to the election, 
that he fhould not tranfmit the government 
to his pofterity, but that on his deceafe it 
fhould devolve of right to Khaled the fon of 


Yezid. And the better to fecure the fuc- 
ceffion, it was thought advifable that Merwan 


fhould take to wife Yezid’s widow ; whereby 
he would become a kind of guardian to the 
young prince: and the people entertained fo 
favourable an opinion of his probity, as to be 
perfuaded that he would perform the con- 


ditions, and be true to the intereft of the 
orphan. 
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orphan. Merwan, who had readily fub- Merwan. 
{cribed to every article offered, previoufly to oe at F 
his attaining the throne, made fome difficulty ` i 
in putting on new fetters, by complying with 

the propofed marriage: however, his friends 

having urged to him that by fucha refufal 

he would alienate the affections of the 

Syrians, who would thence conclude that he 

defigned to leave the crown to his own 

children, to the prejudice of Yezid’s pofterity, 

he yielded to their remonftrances, and thereby 
confented to hold the Caliphate only as a 

truftee. 


However, he endeavoured to eftablifh him- The Emef- 
felf upon the throne, in like manner as if it fans acknow- 


had been his abfolute property. By the a a an 
death of Dehac, he was freed from a formi- Noman to 
dable enemy: and in a fhort time perifhed death. 
another, named WNoman-ebn-Bafhir, who 
was governor of Hems. ‘That Muffulman 
was become a zealous adherent of Dehac; 
but when he received the news of his defeat, 
he fled away with his wife and family. ‘The 
Emefiians, who had at firt fided with him, 
immediately changed their meafures ; and with 
a view to regain the Caliph’s favour, purfued 
the fugitives, and having overtaken them, 
they cut off Noman’s head on the fpot, and 
brought his family back prifoners to Hems. 

Merwan, being convinced he had no more Merwan fub- 
to fear from the remains of that faction, re- dues Egypt. 
folved to march into Egypt, where his rival 


Abdallah had a ftrong party, which was 


continually 
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Merwan. continually increafing by the great dilligence 
F Er ra ka of Haffan-ebn-Malek his lieutenant. He 
=n r923: fent before him Amru-ebn-Said his relation, 
with a numerous body of troops under his 
command. ‘That general executed his orders 
fo expeditioufly, and with fo much {fuccefs, 
that at the beginning of the campaign all 
Egypt was fubdued. He drove out Ab- 
dallah’s lieutenant, and fhortly aftewards rout- 
ed Musab, brother to Abdallah, who came 
againft him with an army to fuccour Egypt. 
That victory brought on the total reduction 
of the people of that country, fo that it 
became unnecefiary for Merwan to go thither. 
Amru returned triumphant to Damatcus, 
to receive the reward due to his bravery. 

But whilft Egypt was withdrawing itfelf 
from Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir, in order to fub- 
mit to Merwan, diiturbances arofe in other 
provinces, which did not promife a quiet 
reign to either of the competitors. 

Cnorafanre- “The people of Chorafan, who had ac- 
i wile de- knowledged Yezid, refufed to fide with 
clare for - 
cither of the Merwan; not that they had abated of their 
competitors attachment to Mufulmaniím, but in confe- 
tothe Caliph- > 
ey quence of a refolution they had formed of 
remaining neuter, during the continuance of 
the difputes touching the Caliphate : infomuch 
that until the Muffulmen fhould be agreed 
in choice of an imam, they appointed Salem 
the fon of Ziyad, who was th a their go- 
vernor, to be regent of the country. His 
regency was undifturbed. Salem, who was 
naturally 
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naturally a lover of peace, carried a very Merwan. 





were of another kind. The Cufians, who oe ene 
were naturally of a fickle difpofition, after ana 
having by turns embraced and abandoned 

the party of Ali, had at lait (as the reader 

has béen already informed) compleated their 
treachery, by their conduct towards the un- 
fortunate Hoffein, of whofe death they were 


the caufe, by refufing the fuccours they 
had promifed to fend him. 


When they ferioufly reflected how much 
they had been wanting, both in point of 








But before they put 
their defigns into execution, they held 


many conferences and confultations, to agree 


on the manner of conducting fo important 
an undertaking. 


For that purpofe an affembly was held 
of all the chief of the fe&t, who were ve- 


nerable for their rank, years, piety, and ex- 
perience 3 
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perience ; amongft whom appeared Soliman- 
ebn-Sorad one of the companions of the 


ak et prophet ; Mofabbib-ebn-Nahbah, Ali’s moft 


intimate friend; Abdallah-ebn-Said, Ab- 
dallah-ebn-Wali, and Rephaah-ebn-Shad- 
dad. ‘The conferences there held were a 
new incitement to the zeal, or rather the 
fury of the Cufians again{ft the enemies of 
Ali. Amongit other things, feveral very 
pathetical fpeeches were made, which all 
tended to demonttrate the bafenefs of their 
proceedings in abandoning Hofiein ; to fhew 
that for their unfaithful dealings towards 
him, they were contemned and detefted by 
all honeft Arabians; and that they could no 
otherwife wipe off the difhonour, but by 
commencing and effectually carrying on a 
war, at the hazard of their lives and fortunes, 
againít the enemies of Ali, Haflan, and 


Hoffein. 

This was pretty clearly pointing out the 
Ommiyans, againft whom, in fadt, they 
refolved to march forth without delay: 
and circular letters were fent throughout 
Arabia, containing their motives to the 
defign, and fixing the number of forces 
and fums of money which the refpective 
provinces were to raife and furnifh for that 
grand expedition. Inethofe letters were alfo 
mentioned the day and place appointed for 
the rendevous and mutter of the troops. 
This enterprize, or to fpeak more properly, 


this revolt, was called <‘ The holy war: 
a 
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a denomination which did not a little con- “IER wan. 
tribute to augment the numbers of thole er eri 
that engaged in it. Arabja was all in a i 
flame: nothing was talked of but raifing ol 

troops and money; and each man was de- 

firous of contributing to the expence of a 

war, 1n whic it was pretended, religion 

was fo deeply concerned. 

Thefe circular letters were wrote by Soli- 
man-ebn-Sorad, who was looked upon as 
the life of the enterprize, and the chief pro- 
moter of the league. He was alfo appointed 
general of the army. But his appointment 
raifed great jealoufy, and was ftrongly op- 
pofed by a famous captain named Almoktar, 
who in the interim arrived at Cufah. 

That illuftrious Muffulman, who was The hiftory 
the fon of Obeidah, had diftinguifhed him- 9f 4!moktar. 
felf in the army from his youth, and bore 
the marks of many honourable wounds, 
proofs of his bravery. He had always ef- 
poufed the party of the Alians; however, 
he was accufed of not having a¢ted with 
becoming zeal and vigour in behalf of Haf- 
fan, durjng the firft campaign which that 
Caliph made for the fupport of his authority : 
but he recovered their efteem, on account of 
the great pains he took to advance Hoffein’s 
intereft at the time of the revolt at Cufah. 
He entertained at his houfe Muflim, who 
(as has been already obferved) was private 
agent to Hoifein, and he was fecretly con- 
fulted on all affairs relating to that prince, 

but 
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but {till he aéted with fo much precaution, 
that it was a long time before the g vernor 
fufpected him of being concerned in the 
con{piracy. At laft, Obeidollah having re- 
ceived fome information which made him 
doubt of Almoktar’s fidelity, queftioned him 
at their next meeting, touching his fecret 
practices; and the latter having returned a 
haughty unfatisfactory anfwer, the governor 
{truck him over the face with his ftick, and 
beat out one of his eyes; after which he 
he committed him to prifon, where he was 
detained until after the death of Hoffein. 
Yezid, then the reigning prince, having 
given exprefs orders that he fhould be fet at 
liberty, Obeidollah obeyed, though with the 
utmoft reluctance : and as he doubted not 
but Almoktar would feize every opportunity of 
revenging the injury done him, the governor 
informed him, that if he was found in the 
city after the expiration of three days, his 
head fhould pay for it. 

Almoktar made the beft of his way to He- 
jaz, brooding in his mind the means of taking 
vengeance for the cruel outrage which Obei- 
dollah had commited on his perfon. He 
came in a fhort time to Mecca, and offered 
his fervice to Abdallah; but to his great fur- 
prize he did not receive fo cordial an anfwer 
as he expected. However, he ftill continued. 
in that city, in expectation that Abdallah 
would reflect on the matter, and give 


a more favourable reception to his offer. And 


he 
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he often ufed to fay freely to his friends, Merway. 

«< Abd llah has more occafion for me, than ziar ag 9 

I have f r Abdallah.” te 
Spight of Abdallah’s great indiffence, Al- He offers his 

mkotar ftaid with him fome months. But f'vice to the 

finding that bdallah did not repofe any con- commander 

fidence in hin nor employ him in any con- of their forces. 

fiderable poft, he refolved to go to Cufah, as 

the time of the plot again{ft the Ommiyans 

was in agitation. As he was informed of 

the fituation of the affairs of Ali’s party, 

he found they only wanted a man of their 

Own opinion to head them. He therefore 

propofed to go and offer himfelf for that 

purpofe, though he well knew that the Cu- 

fians had appointed Soliman to be their ge- 

neral. But the mean opinion he enter- 

tained of that officer, induced Almioktar 

to believe he fhould meet with no difficulty 

in fupplanting him, and that the command 

would fall to him of courfe. | | 

But things did not go fo fmoothly as Al- La rial 

moktar imagined, and he met with difficul- raifes him up 

tres and oppofitions which almoft made him enemies. 

defpair of fuccefs. When he came to Cu- 

fah, he called the party together, and told 

them, he was come from Mahomet-ben-Ha- 

nmifiah*, who had commanded him to aid 

them with his council. and with his fword. 


































* Mahoms he fon of Ali, was commonly called Ben Ha- 
nifiah, or the fon of Hanifiah, who was one of Ali’s wives; in 
order to diftiguifh him from the other children which Ali had 
by Fatima the prophet’s daughter. 

| The 
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Merwan. ‘The arrival of fo famousa captain at firít raifed 
ney 64. the fpirits of the Cufians; but his eonduct 
om ©*3" in regard to Soliman foon created h#m many 
enemies. He fpoke contemp ab:y, of that 

general, and reprefented him s aman unfit 

for military command, and who wanted 

both fkill and experience to c ndućt fuch an 
enterprize. He confefied, that he was indeed 

a good politician, and an excellent counfel- 

lor: in a word, that he would makea very 

good figure in the cabinet, but was by no 

means capable of giving the neceflary orders 


at the head of an army in the heat of 






















in 

cff tial blunder, which would induce the 
fe& to difmifs that general; and that u 
the firft lofs they would have recourfe to hin 
to command the army. E 
But the continuagce of Almoktar in the 


e rife to fome fufpicions: whether 
_ Soliman's 











He ís accufed 
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defign of forming a party to feize Cufah, Merwan. 
and the whole province. Hlegyra 64. 


He was taken pei 683. 
to c ftody, and brought before the tribu- — ` 
mal of Ab lallah-ebn-Yezid, then governor 


of the plac , whom they would have per- 
fuaded to end Almoktar to prifon bound in 
chains. governor alledged, that he 
ought not to deprive a man of his liberty, 
who was only taken up on fufpicion ; but the 
accufers raifed fo great a clamour, and were 
befides fo numerous, that the governor was 
obliged partly to comply with their will. 
Thus, without any other proof than a tumul- 
tuous accufation, Abdallah caufed Almok- 
tar to be imprifoned; and all he could do 
in his behalf was to fpare him the fhame 
and trouble of being put in irons, as his ene= 
mies had required. 


During the tumult which was caufed by Hegyra 6s. 


this affair at Cufah: Soliman had put him- why eS 


| The ardent 
felf at the head of the tr oops, and prop ofed defire of the 


fhortly to march in order toattack the Om- people for war 
miyansin Syria. But when he had reviewed abates. 
the army, he was filled with furprize: for 
it was.far from being fo numerous as he ex- 
pected to find it. The great ardour fhewn by 
the people to revenge the death of Hoffein was 
all at once abated, infomuch that moft of 
the provinces had fent no troops at all, and 
óthers had fent but a {mall number, in com- 

Hon of what they had engaged to provide. 
t appeared, by examining fhe rolls, that 
one province in particular, which had un- 


Vor. II. Q dertaken 
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MERWAN. 


Hegyia 65s. 


Ch. zr. 684. . 
4 gave him the greate{t uneafinefs, 


the coldnefs and indifference of he Cufrans 
themfelves, who had been the 
ward in promoting the taking 
A confiderable number of tì 
appeared the moft active, ftaid at home, 
either from the natural ficklenefs of their 
difpofition, or through the intrigues of Al- 
moktar, who, it was faid, had drawn off 
ten thoufand of the Cufians, and prevented 
them from joining Soliman. 
The general, greatly difconcerted at, the 
{mallnefs of the numbers, contrived an ex- 
pedient which he thought could not fail of 
fucceeding with people of fo odd and capri- 
cious a difpofition, (whofe fancies were ea- 
fily ftruck with any thing uncommon,) and 
of procuring him a fpeedy recruit. He {ent 
meffengers forthwith to Cufah, with orders 
for the Muezins or public cryers, to ery aloud 
in all the ftreets, and in the chief mofque, 
‘© Vengeance for Hofifein.”’ 

His orders were executed, and protluced 


the defired effect. ‘The cry roufed up the 
Cufians. ‘They, with a kind of madnefs, 
ran to arms, and with the utmoft precipi- 
tation marched to the place of rendezvous. 
Soliman was a little encouraged t the fight 
of Zach a reinforcement: inf much that 
with the fuccours which he {tril expected to 


receive from Madayen and Baforah, he reck- 
oned 

















Soliman revi- 
ves it. 
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oned that he fhould be foon in a condition of Merwan. 
marching into Syria. He had already fixed tip ba o: - 
the pla eof his operations, which were to~ ` “7 i 
op nw t emafiacre of Obeidollah, whom 

they looked apon as the chief author of Hof- 
fein’sdeath after which he propofed to em- 

ploy his who force againft the Ommiyans, 

in hopes of cutting them all off. 

But after having waited near amonth, he 

had the mortification to find that the troops 
they promifed to fend him would not come. 
This news, which was bad enough in itfelf, 
became {till worfe by the fatal effects it pro- 
duced in his army. His troops were dif- 
couraged, and more than one thoufand fol- 
diers deferted: 

Soliman, being apprehenfive that this 
example would fpread, refolved to put his 
troops upon the march, and fo to keep them 
continually employed. In this manner he 
advanced to the field where Hoffein was flain 
and buried. ‘There he made fo pathetick 
a fpeech to his army, concerning the death 
of Hoffein, and the misfortunes of the Cu- 
fians in being acceflory to it,that allthe troops 
fell on their knees, implored god’s pardon 
for the crime they had committed, and 
made a folemn vow to {fhed the laft drop 
of their blood, to avenge the death of 
Hoffein, and by that facrifice to obtain re- 
miffion fron! heaven for having fo tly 
abandoned the grandfon of the apoftle of 


God. 
Q 2 
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MERWAN. Soliman was fo highly pleafed with the 
che mh -difpofition and temper of his troops that 
we ©" he refolved to march forthwith agai ftt e 
enemy, notwithftanding the fri na advi e 
he had received from feveral , erfons, and 
particularly from Abdallah-ebn- Yezid, go- 
vernor of Cufah, who h?w g difpaffio- 
nately confidered the ftate of affairs, fent 
an exprefs to Soliman, begging him not to 
advance any further, and advifing him even 
to return to Cufah, and waitfor amore favour- 
able opportunity. That governor had probably 
received intelligence of the numerous for- 
ces which Merwan was fetting on foot ; and 
in confequence of his information had fent to 
intreat Soliman not to perfevere in an under- 
taking which muft inevitably be unfuccefi- 
ful, on account of the {fmall force he had 
under his command. 
= The general communicated the governor's | 
letter to a council of war ; but he at the fame 
time gave them to underftand he {ftrongly 
{ufpected that the advice was given with no 
other view than to employ his forces in be- 
half of Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir, to whom the 
governor was a ftedfaft friend. _ 
The whole council were of the general’s 
opinion, and he immediately wrote an an- 
{wer to the governor of Cufah, in which he 
returned him thanks for his ind advice, 
b ld him he could not prefu e fo much 
as barely to.mention to his tra ops a return to 


Cufah ; that they were refolutely bent on re- 
venging 
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venging the death of Hofiein ; that the event Merwan. 
was in the hands of providence, and he el hai p 
could v no means think of reftraining their ` ~ 7 * 
a dour. 

Soliman began his march immediately Soliman de- 
after the eparture of the courier, and cap a 
advanced wfth his army to Mefopotamia. 

He halted in the plains of Ainwerdah to 
perform a public ceremony, the celebra- 
tion of which was the caufe of his de- 
{truction. He had already propofed to his 
officers and foldiers to depofe the two Ca- 
liphs Merwan and Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir, 
and to place one of Ali’s defcendants on 
the throne. The propofal having been ac- 
cepted with the loudeft acclamations, and the 
moft extravagant marks of approbation, he 
deferred puting it in execution till he had 
reached the enemy’s territories ; the plains of 
Ainwerdah feemed to him a place proper 
for his purpofe. He therefore caufed the 
troops to encamp, and, regardlefs of thofe 
precautions which prudence required him to 
take, more efpecially as he had entered an ene- 
my scountry, his whole thoughts were em- 
ployed on the pompous preparations for a 
ridiculous ceremony, which was attended 
with a moft fatal cataftrophe, 


The Syrian army came almoft unexpec- He is furpri- 


tedly in fight. Obeidollah, who well koca Tone a 
that his dea h was to be the firft ftepto rds Syrian aiy. 
executing the hloody defign formed aga A, 


the Ommiyans, had obtained of Merwan the 
T com- 
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Mrerwanx. command of his forces: and the Caliph 


— Ap thought he might fafely truft his defense in 
a. ær. 924 the hands of a man who had fo great p-aíonş 


not to {pare his enemy. 

Obeidollah appearing therefore at the head 
of his army, at the yery time Solin an’s troops 
were in the midft of their mirt and jollity, 


























fucceffor. 2 tivit 


refolved to caufe 
ta be-proclaimed 





he now, without fcrup cs 
his own fon, Abdolmelik, 
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the chief nobility of Damafcus; and they Merwan. 
brought over the people, fo that he fecured i i 9 
the thi to his fon. Khaled was no fooner~ ~~ = 
informed of the defign, than he complained 
to the Calign, and with the greateft warmth 














Merwan reigned about ten months. His 
enemies commonly called him by the name 


of Ebn-Tarid, that is fon of the expelled, 
becaude Mahomet had banifhed his father 


Hakem for divulging a fecret. He continued 
in exile during the reigns of Abubecre and 


Omar, and his being recalled was objected to 
Othman as a great crime, infomuch as he 
thereby tc2k upon him to reverfe a fentence 
which th vrophet had pronounced. 


QA ABDOL- 
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ABDOLMNM ELIK 


The TENTH CALIPH. 
BDOLMELIK, th fon of Mer- 


wan, was raifed to the throne im- 
Ch. er. Ghd mediately after his father’s death, and was 
Abdolmelik’s 2110 inaugurated to the government of Syria 
indifference and Egypt. Authors relate that when he 
forthe Ca- received the news of his proclamation, he 
UERR was fitting with the Koran on his lap. He 
received the news with great tranquillity, and 
even with a kind of indifference. That 
prince was fenfible, that the days of peace 
and retirement were at an end, and that, im- 


merfed in the hurry of affairs which always 


attend a crown, he could no longer hope 
to enjoy his beloved amufements, reading 
and meditation. ‘* Divine book,” cried he 


folding up the Koran, and laying it afide, 
« I muft now take my leave of thee.” 


wi ee So foon as he had taken poffeffion of the 
mage to Jeru- throne, he took proper meafures to fecure 


falem, inftead his power, and fubdue the rebels, who were 
ortharta  ftill formidable, efpecially in Arabia, where 
iol Abadllah-ebn-Zobeir held out again{ft him, 
and ufed his utmoft erdeavours to maintain 



























his party ; 
and 
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and as people would be infenfibly accuf- 43porme- 


tomed o fee Abdallah perform the functions  “7*- 
of a fo Hegyra 65, 


eign, he refolved to prohibit Ch ær.6ĝ PA 
thoíe pilgrimages. But as it might prove 
of dangerous confequence totally to abolifh 
a religious cuftom, without fubftituting to 
it another, capable of amufing the people, 
he inftituted the pilgrimage to Jerufalem, 
and caufed the chief mofque to be confider- 
ably enlarged, that it might contain a more 
numerous congregation. Inftead of the black 
{tone which the Muffulmen ufed to go with 
great devotion to kifs in the Caabah, at 
Mecca, the Caliph caufed Jacob’s ftone * 
to be placed in the mofque at Jerufalem. 
This expedient fucceeded to his utmoft 
wifh, and the Syrian Muffulmen foon went 
in crowds to the pilgrimage of Jerufalem, 
which was fo much the more convenient, 
as the city was at no great diftance from 
therm. Befides, as this exercife of devotion 


had noveky to recommend it, the people 
performed it with a kind of enthufiaftic 
fervency, and fhewed at leaft as much zeal 
in goin® to kifs Jacob’s ftone, as they had 
formerly done to kifs the black ftone. 
Abdolmelik at the fame time raifed a 
body of troops, and made other due pre- 
parations, as. well to @ppofe the ambitious 
defigns of A dallah, who was ftill endeavour- 
ing to incre © his power, as to baf} 







































€ See the life af Omar, vol. I. p. 224. 
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AppormE- attempts of Almoktar who had fet all Arabia 
TANE Be. in a flame, with a view to aven e the 
Ch. ær. 684. Alians, and exterminate their epn es. 


iti’ Almoktar, who had been imprifoned at 
foe ax Eber i the requeft of Soliman’s friends, was re- 
leafed ío foon as the defeat and death of 
that general were fublickly known. The 
moment he was at liberty, he refumed his 
former defigns, and put himfelf at the head 
or the Alians in order to hunt out all fuch 


as had been any way acceflary to the death 
of Hofiein, 
He fearches This difquifition was made with fo much 
— base ., heat and fury, that many perfons loft their 
Hoffein’s lives who had no fhare in the death of that 
death. prince. They did not {tand upon proof; 
fufpicion alone was a fufficient foundation 
for pronouncing the fentence of death. 
The chief victims of that bloody expe- 
dition were Shamer, who was faid to have 
let fly the firft arrow at Hoflein; Caulah, 
who had carried his head to Obeidollah, and 
Amer, who commanded the army fent 
againft that prince. The two fons of Amer 
alfo perifhed on that occafion, he* caufed 
their heads to be ftruck off, and fent them 
to Mahomet-ben-Hanifiah, then chief of 
Ali’s family. 
Hegyra 66. He treated with ftill greater- ruelty Adi, 
Ch. ær. 685. the fon of Hathem, who was accufed of 
t z plundered Hoffein on the field of 
battle: Almoktar caufed hin to be flead 


alive. Thefe bloody executions lafted fome 
E time 










































time, and ail that could be found to have ABDOLME- 


contributed to the death of Hoficin, were Sion ES 
Geftroy d with variety of torments. Ch cer 685. 


But Almoktar was obliged to fufpend his 
executions, in order to provide for his own 
fafety. He had two powerful enemies to 
deal with, of whom he, had equal reafon to 
be afraid. He was threatened by Abdallah 
who prefided in Mecca; and he alio well 
knew that the Caliph had fent out a body of 
Syrian troops, which were on the point of 
entering Arabia. They were indeed ciicfy 
deftined to attack Abdallah; but thevs: was 








on Almoktar of- 
fers hisaffif- 














that he was ready to march forthwith to his 
affifttance. Abdallah, who had great reafon 
to fufpeét Almoktar, anfwered, that he was 
ready to accept his offer; but it muft be on 
condition, neverthelefs, that he would caufe his 


Whole army to acknowledge him as Caliph. 
Almoktai who had no thoughts of com- He fends a 
plying with fuch a condition, refolved to aćt body of 


troops to fur- 


openly againft Abdallah, and to endeavour A 


furprize him. ‘To which intent he fent a lah. 
bedy 
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body of troops to Medina, under the com- 
mand of Serjabil, to whom he gave the ne- 

= ceflary orders for carrying his defign into 
execution. 

Abdallah having received advice of the 
{tep taken by Almoktar, {fent alfo a body of 
forces to Medina, under the command of Ab- 
bas-ebn-Sahel, whom he gave orders clofely to 
watch Almoktar’s motions, and to ftrive to 
difcover his defign: to receive his troops in 
cafe they appeared ready and willing to ferve 
him again{ft the Syrians, but to deftroy them, 
if he fufpected they entertained the leaft 
treacherous defigns. 


‘Conference Abbas having marched into the neighbour- 


bet 1 th : su 
eee hood of Medina, met Serjabil, who was 


ofthetwoar- alfo approaching to that city. He had a con- 
sich ference with him, which proved to his fatif- 
faction ; for having afked him if he did not 
own himtelf to be Abdallah’s fubjeét, Ser- 
jabil readily anfwered in the a 
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reíolved 
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refolved to deftroy Serjabil, and overthrow A8DOLME- 


> - LIK. 
his troops ; however, he concealed his defign, Merasi: 


and pretending not to be furprized at his an- Ch. ær. 685. 
{wer, he told him, he was much in the 

right to obey his orders, but that for his own 

part he muft march up to Abdolmelik’s army 

{o foon as his troops were a little refrefhed. 


In the mean time Serjabil was greatly Abbas fur- 


; prizes Ser- 
diftreffed for want of provifions, and Abbas, e f 


generoufly fent him as much as he wanted. and cuts them 
Plenty being thus fuddenly reftored to the ! pieces. 
foldiers, who had been almoft itarved during 
their march, they forthwith left their ranks, 
and ran backwards and forwards for water 
and other things neceffary to drefs_ their 
provifions. 

Abbas perceiving the diforder they were 
in, feized the opportunity of {ftriking the 

















them. The general did all in his power to 
rally and face the enemy; but he was killed 
on the fpot, and all that were about him 
were cut in pieces. However, Abbas re- 
{trained his men in the heat of the purfuit, 
and gave quarter to a great number of Ser- 
jabil’s foldiers, whom he afterwards fet at 





was then at Mecca. He acquaintea hi 





with the difafter that had happened, ane 
tol 


of 
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z. enable him {peedily to repair it, if.he would 
put himfelf at the head of a numerous army; 
which the Cufians had promifed to fend in 


a very fhort time. 





eae Mahomet was unmoved at Almoktar’s of- 
fecute ta fers. He led a guiet wnoffenfive life at 





elaimto the Mecca with the reft of the Alians his kinf- 
Caliphate. men; and fo far were they from raifing any 


difturbanee, that they always perfuaded their 
friends to peace. Mahomet thanked him 


for the zeal and affection he fhewed to 














his family; but at the fame time aflured him 
he had not the leaft intention of having re- 


courfe to 








cularly to abftain from fhedding blgod. 

Almoktar, who expected a very different 
kind of anfwer, was greatly perplexed when 
Mahomet had acquainted him with his re- 
folutions. He did not think fit to commu- 
nicate to the Cufians the lettet he had re- 


ceived ; on the contrary he told them, that 
Mahomet had commanded hin: to do fthat 
which is right, and reje@t infidelity mid 
pe oufnefs. He therefore continued to 
act of his own authority in an ffair in which 
he was difclaimed by the perfon who was 

chiefly 
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chiefly concerned ; and he affernbled a great 
body of malcontents, who readily joined in 
raifing difturbances under pretence of re- 
venging the death of Hoffein, and reftoring 
the Alians to the throne. 

Though Abdallah was thoroughly acquain- 
ted with the difpofitions of Mahomet and his 
family, and well knew they had no fhare in 
the troubles which then reigned in Arabia, 
he yet thought himfelf obliged, in point of 
policy, to facrifice them for the fake of his 
own fafety. "They were indeed quiet them- 
felves; but on pretence of their right and 
title, plots were continually forming by am- 
bitious’ and turbulent men: he therefore 
cruelly refolved to deftroy them. 

He caufed Mahomet-ben-Hanifiah and 
his family, with about feventeen of the 
principal Cufians, to be feized, and impri- 
foned in a certain inclofure, where {ftood 
the famous well of Zemzem *. He required 
them to acknowledge him as Caliph within 
a certain limited time; and threatened, that 
in cafe of their refufal, he would put them 
to death, and burn their bodies to afhes, fo 
as not the leaft mark might remain, capable 
of furnifhing a pretext fər future com- 
motions. 

Thefe me: ces were not capable of fhaking 
the conftancy of the Alians. ‘Though Ma- 





















e The Mahometars alledge, that the Zemzem is On the 
fame {pot with the {pring which the angel difcovered to Ha. 
gar, when fhe went into the defert with her fon [fhmael. 
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Axspvoime- homet-ben-Hanifiah had fo much to fear 


a , from the fury of Abdallah, yet he preferved. 


Ch. ær. 685. His ufual tranquillity of mind ; and patiently 
refigning himfelf to the will of providence, 
he left the event to heaven. But it was not 
fo with {ome of his fellow prifoners ; they 
found means to elude the vigilance of the 
guards, and wrote a letter to Almoktar, in 
which they acquainted him of their dan- 
gerous fituation. 

Almoktar That captain inftantly took meafures to 

fendsout fet them at liberty, and he ordered the 


lef then, troops he fent out for that purpofe to march 


in {mall detachments one after the other, as 
well to avoid fufpicion, as on account of the 


conveniency of the foldiers on their route. 
At the head of thefe detachments he placed 


an Officer of diftinction called Abu-aljodali, 
who prefied on with the utmoft {peed towards 
Mecca, having with him only feventy horfe ; 
but they were all men of approved valour. 
When he was affured that the feveral bodies 
had reached the places appointed ror them to 
halt, and that they could eafily and ipeedily 
join him on the firft fignal, he advanced to 
attack the inclofure of the Zemzem, where 
rifoners. 
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hef$ of their numbers, he defpifed them; As»Sorme- 
and thought the guard would be fufficient to o se 
repulfe them. And they behaved very re- Chior. bik 
folutely, infomuch that Aljodali feigned a 
retreat, and came to the place where he could 
give the appointed fignal to the other detach- 
ments who lay there m ambufcade. The 
whole body having joined their commander, 
Aljodali made a frefh attack, and fell on fo 
furioufly, that the guard could not withftand 
it: He was on the point of entering the in- 
clofure of the Zemzem, but Mahomet ran 
out and entreated him not to fuffer fo facred 
a place to be polluted with Muffulman blood 
on his account. 
In the mean time Abdallah arriving to fuf- Abdallah’s 


tain the guard, threatened Aljodali that if ge 


he did not retire with his troops, he wonld he is taken 
inftantly cut them in pieces. But Aljodali, prifoner. 
flufhed with his firft advantage, boldly an- 


{wered, that if all the prifoners in the Zem- 
zem were not forthwith releafed, he would 
fall on the Meccans, and deftroy them to a 
man. And Abdallah not feeming difpofed 
to comply, the order for the attack was given ; 
his troops were defeated, and he himfelf 

was taken prifoner. 

The Mecéans having fallied out in defence Abdallah and 
of Abdallal N the combat had like to have Mahomet are 
been renewed with greater fury than before, SPEEN 
when Mahomet-ben-Hanifiah awe a and 
by means of gentle intreaties, at lait pre- 
vailed on the generals to reftrain the troops: 


VoL. II. R and 
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AzspoimeE- and the tumult being a little appeafed, they 
Ba held a conference, and entered into an accom- 


H 66. : j ‘ 
ch cer. 68 ¿. modation ; 1n confequence of which Abdallah 





Almoktar Whilt Almoktar: by the affiftance of his 


mana put generals, was thus extricating the Alians from 
the army of the dı 
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in attempting to ford a river. QObeidollah Asnporme- 
was taken prifoner during the heat of the ats 
action, and was foon doomed to die. ‘hey analy bia 
dealt out to him the fame meafure as he hada — >? 
dealt to Hofiein; they cut off his head on Obcidollah is 
the field of battle, and forthwith fent it to Þebeaded. 
Almoktar, who was then at the caftle of 
Cufah. Thus fell that implacable enemy 
of the Alians, who, as well on account of 
his enthufiaftic notions in religion, as of his 


cruel dealings, was held in utter deteftation 


by all fuch as had the leaft regard to the 
memory of Hoffein. 

The death of Obeidollah was not fuffi- Hezyra 67. 
cient- to fatisfy the vengeful defigns of Al- aie ES Seen 
moktar again{t the enemies of the houfe of Toa l 
Ali: he commanded a frefh fearch to be fein see 
made in Cufah and the adjacent places, and the Cufians 
wherever any of them were difcovered, he ¿Y Pis cruel- 
put them to death without mercy. The ` 
people highly complained of thefe barbarities, 
and being enraged at the fight of fo much 
bloodfhed, the fame Cufians who had marched 
under his colours with a courage bordering 
on frenzy, were the firft to complain of his 
tyranny and barbarity. 

Mufab-ebn-Zobeir having been fent by They prevail 
his brother /ibdallah to Baforah, the Cufians on Mufab to 


= . 1: | take up arms 
applied to yim for afiiftanmce and redrefs. again him. 
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Abporsi-. foon as he could affemble a body of forces 
e fufficient for that undertaking. 
Ch or Gee. In confequence of this retolution he wrote 
to Mohalleb, who was his lieutenant over 
Perfia, commanding him to come forthwith 
and join him with fupplies of men and money ; 
and Mohalleb obeying the fummons, they 
joined their forces and marched towards 
Cufah. 
Almoxtar 1s Almoktar was no tooner informed of that 
cae {tep, than he marched out of the city at the 
head of his forces, flattering himielf that he 
fhould get the better of Mufab with the 
fame eafe as he had fubdued Obeidollah ; but 
things took a different turn. The two armies 
met, and a bloody action enfued, in which 
both parties fought not only with the utmoft 
bravery, but even with a kind of obftinate 
fury. The victory was long doubtful; but 
at laft Almoktar’s troops gave ground, and 
were thrown into diforder. “That general 
ufed his utmoft efforts to rally them, but 
without fuccefs: and finding it impoñible 
longer to make head againtt an enemy, whote 
courage feemed to increafe in proportion to 
the advantages they gained, he retreated with 
his beft troops into the caftle of Cufah. 
ee Mufab purfued him, and laii fiege to the 
of naea place. Almoktar, by his valou; and activity, 
killed inan animated his foldiers, who made a moft gal- 
attack. lant defence. Even the want of provifions 
did not abate their courage, and they fuftained 
famine, and refitted the attacks of the enemy, 
with 
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with equal refolution. But at lait Almoktar Astor uE- 
having been killed in an attack, his lofs drew ,, shag” 
on that of the place, and the garrifon fur- ag ager 
rendered at difcretion. 
Mufab made a cruel ufe of his victory; he 
put the whole garrifon, which amounted to 
about feven thoufand men, to the fword. 
But this piece of vengeance was far from 
equalling the cruelties executed by Almoktar 
on all fuch as he knew or fufpected to be 
enemies to the houfe of Ali. He never par- 
doned one of them; and authors affert, that 
he deftroyed more than fifty thoufand men, 
without reckoning fuch as were {lain in the 
feveral battles he fought. He was killed in 
the 67th year of the Hegyra, and was then 


67 years old. 
The defeat of Almoktar would have been 


a lucky event for Abdolmelik, had not his 

rival Abdallah been the occafion of it. For 

though by that victory they were both freed 

from avery enterprizing foe, yet it was of 

infinitely greater advantage to Abdallah, who 

having thus got rid of fuch an enemy, was 

in a much better condition of extending his 

power in Arabia, and even of making at- 

tempts beyond the frontiers of that province. 
Abdolmelik, therefore, having no other Hegyra 68. 

means left bat to join all his forces in order Ch. zr. 68- 

to fubdue fo potent a competitor, made the Famine ix. 

utmoft preparations for marching into Arabia ; Syria. 

but his defigns were rendered abortive by a 


terrible famine which then raged in Syria: 
R 3 and 
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Aspotme- and the diftempers which ufually attend ıt 
L = 
ind carried off fo great a number of men, that 
Heevra 68 ‘ ae 3 
Ch. ær, 687. Abdolmelik was not in a condition, at leaft 
during that year, of engaging in any confi- 
dGerable enterprize. 
Hegyra ĉo. The next year the Caliph put himfelf at 
Ch. zr. 638. . ; . 
the head of his treops, with a defign to 


Amru revolts attack Abdallah’s army, which was ftill com- 
from the Ca- 


liph. manded by Mutfab his brother, the conqueror 
of Almoktar. When Abdolmelik departed 
from Damafcus, he appointed Amru the fon 
of Said to be governor of that capital; but 
{o foon as the Caliph was marched to a con- 
fiderable diftance, Amru began to cabal, and 
formed a {trong party, by means of Which 
he made himfelf mafter of that city. 
The ne ig So foon as Abdolmelik received advice of 
ad,” ~ this treafonable act, he returned to Damaf- 
cus, and at his arrival faw to how high a pitch 
Amru had carried his difobedience. That 
rebel appeared at the head of a body of 
troops ready to oppofe the Caliph. And the 
latter preparing to reduce him by force, the 
Damaicenes were on the point of cutting 
each others throats, but the women ran out 
with their children in their arms, and throw- 
ing themfelves between the contending parties, 
with loud cries earneftly fupplicated both the, 
Caliph and Amru not to fhed the blood of 
Muffulmen, but rather to unite in oppofing 
the common enemies of the nation. Amru, 
being moved both at their cries and remon- 


ftrances, and having alfo reflected on the 
rafhnefs 
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rafhnefs of his undertaking, confented to 
lay down his arms: and fome Syrian lords 


247 


ABDOLME- 
LIK. 


Hegyra 6g. 


having undertaken to fupprefs the inturrection, Ch ær. 628 


Abdolmelik confented to an accommodation, 


without feeming to require the leaft repa- 
ration for the outrage which Amru had com- 


mitted again{t him. 


But ftanding in competition for a crown iS Treachery of 
a crime never to be forgiven; and in a few the Caliph to- 


days Abdolmelik fent for Amru, faying, he 
had fomething to communicate to him. At 
the time he received the meffage, he was in 
company of his wife and a few friends, who 


diffuaded him from trufting himfelf in the 
Caliph’s hands. But he would not liften to 


their advice; he even refufed to take any 
weapon with him, or even to be accom- 
panied by any guard: but having ftumbled 
as he went out at the door of his houfe, he 
thought it was a bad omen; he therefore re- 
turned, girt on his fword, and put on private 
armour, and he alfo confented that about one 


hundred of his friends fhould attend him to 
Abdolmelik’s houfe, which they performed 











wards Amru. 
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ABDOLME- any notice of it: he went on, and entered the 


LIK. 


Hegyra 69. 
Ch. ar. 688. 


Caliph’s apartment. 

That prince gave him a moít gracious re- 
ception; he placed Amru on the fame couch 
whereon he fat himfelf, and fpoke to him 
with great civility and feeming cordiality. 
After a pretty long converfation, he ordered 
one of his fervants to take off Amru’s fword, 
and he feeming unwilling to part with it; 
« What,” faid Abdolmelik to Amru, ‘*‘ Do 
you fo wrongfully fufpect me as to fit in my 
prefence with your fword on, and efpecially 
when you fee I am unarmed ?” 

Amru feemed a little difconcerted at thefe 
words of the Caliph, however he complied, and 
gave up his fword. ‘The next moment Ab- 
dolmelik turning towards him, and viewing 
him with great difdain, told him, that when 
he was fir{ft informed of his revolt, he had 
made an oath, that if he ever got him into 
his power, he would put him in chains. In 
vain did Amru befeech the Caliph to confider 
that he had voluntarily put himfelf into his 
hands, and that fo unreferved a conduct 
feemed to entitle him to be treated with 
more humanity: but Abdolmelik drew the 
fetters from under his cufhion, and cau- 


fed them to be fixed on his hands and 


feet. 

The Caliph, not content with the mor- 
tifying condition to which he had reduced 
{o famous a captain as Amru, infulted him 
(till farther by blows, and dragged him fo 

| violently 
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violently againft a couch, that he beat out AsDoLmME- 
two of his fore teeth, which fell on the, r ites 
ground. Some authors affert, that the Caliph ce kh 
taking up the two teeth in his hand, and 

fhewing them to Amru, faid to him, “ I 

am fure, from what has happened, that 

there will never be a fincere reconcilation 

between us.” From that moment he refolved 

to {trike his head off, and the muezin having 

at the fame time called to evening prayer, 

the Caliph went to the mofque, and left 

the execution of Amru to his brother Ab- 

dolaziz, the fon of Merwan. 

Abdolaziz was preparing to execute the 
bafe affice he was appointed to perform, but 
Amru feeing him approach with his drawn 
{word, told him with great miuldnefs, that 
he hoped he would not difhonour himfelf 
by committing fo odious an action, and en- 
treated him to refer the perpetration of it 
to fome other perfon, who was not fo nearly 
related to him. Abdolaziz was fo moved at 
this reprefentation, and the intended fact ap- 
peared to his imagination in fuch odious 
colours, that he threw away his fword, and 
left the room. 

When Abdolmelik returned from the Amru is kil- 
mofque, he was furprized to find Amru {till led by the 
alive. He therefore refolved to be the ex- ~*P” 
ecutioner of his own fentence ; he called for 
a lance, and therewith ftruck his enemy a 
violent blow, but it did not penetrate He 
repeated the ft ke but.without effect, far 

Amru 
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Aspoirme- Amru had a coat of mail under his garment ; 


een ES: which Abdolmelik perceiving, he faid with 


Ch. ær. 6858. 


a f{edition. 





attend the Caliph to prayers. In a fhort 
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amufe and employ the flaves; and in the Asporme- 
mean time his guards beat off John and his preo, E 

> .11° cgyra oog. 
friends, who preffing on, and killing and Ch. ær. 688. 
wounding all they met, were attempting to 

force their way into the interior part of the 

palace. In this rencounter, John was taken 

prifoner, and fentencede to have his head 
{truck off on the fpot. But Abdolaziz en- 
treated the Caliph to defer the execution, 
that he might not be reproached with having 
in the fame day put to death two of his coufins 


who were of the Ommiyan family 









concerned in the infurrection. 
tinued in confinement about a month, at 
which time the Caliph held a council to decide 
their fate. He was for putting them to death ; 
but the major part of the council having 
reprefented to him, that thofe people being 
almoft all his near relations, łt would be 
better to give them their liberty, on con- 
dition, however, that they fhould quit Damaf- 
cus. ‘This advice took place; the Caliph 
banifhed John and his friends, without ap- 
pointing any place of exile: he permitted 
them to go where they thought fit, even to 
Mufab-ebn-Zobeir his enemy, but they were 
at the fame time informed, that if they bore 
arms in Mufab’s fervice, and fhould happen 
to be taken prifoners, they would be treated 


as rebels. 

















John 
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AspoLME- John and his friends, little expecting to 


Heowen Gq, Þe treated fo mercifully, with great joy com- 
i home 0 plied with the fentence of banifhment, and 
retired into Irak to Mufab-ebn-Zobeir, who 
was ftill in arms to fupport the rights of his 
brother Abdallah againit the attempts of 


Abdolmelik. 
Hegyra 70. ‘That Caliph endeavoured to eftablifh his 


Ch. ær. 689. power in Arabia, notwithftanding the great 
Abdolmelik credit and intereft which the two fons of 
oe the Zobeir had gained in that province, which 
proved great obftacles to his defign. To this 
intent he refolved to negociate a treaty of 
accommodation with the Greeks, who had 
made an incurfion into Syria. Abdolfmelik, 
not being able to face them, and at the fame 


time effectually continue the war in Arabia, 


chofe to treat with the grecian emperor, who 
confented to retire, in confideration of the fum 


of fifty thoufand ducats, which the Caliph 
agreed to pay him yearly, 
But this accommodation was far from 
being eafily brought about, almoft ąll the 
whole 7oth year of the Hegyra being em- 
ployed in concluding it. So foon as that im- 
portant affair was ended, Abdolmelik, having 
no more to fear from the Greeks, was folely 
employed in preparations for the war in 
Arabia, which however he could not pro- 
fecute till the 71{t year of the Hegyra. 
Hegyra 71. As he had formed a refolution of march- 
Ch. ær. 690. ing in perfon, and heading his troops, he 
put to death all thofe that had been concerned 
if) 
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in the revolt with Amru. Ina fhort time Asporms- 
he was ready to begin his march, but the RNE 
Syrian nobility did not approve of his engag- 62%"? 71. 
ing in this expedition, and ftrongly oppofed ,,_ a A 
it; though they at the fame time agreed it preparations 
was abíolutely neceflary the war fhould be for marching 
carried on in Arabia. 'Fhey wifely remon- 320 ek 
{trated to him, that it was to be feared many - 
malecontents were ftill left, who might take 
advantage of his abfence to raife difturbances 
in the capital. Befides, as the event of war 
was very uncertain, they urged the great 
grief he muft feel in cafe he fhould be de- 
feated ; and to what danger the Ommiyans 
in gerferal would be expofed, if he fhould be 
killed or made prifoner. 


To this the Caliph anfwered, that though 
their reafons were very ftrong, yet he could 
not follow their advice, fince the war in 
Arabia muft be managed in a particular kind 
of manner. He obligingly told them, that 
if no more had been necefiary than to place 
at the head of the army a general of confum- 
mate bravery and experience, he fhould have 
met with no difficulty in finding many fuch 
in Syria, and he would then with great 
pleafure have yielded to their requeft: but 
added he, in order to attack Mufab with 
fuccefs, arms and militgry fkill alone will not 
fuffice ; cunning, artifice, and fubtilty muft 
be put in practice ; in which refpect I cannot 
well rely on any other perfon, and therefore 


my prefence is abfolutely neceflary, for I 
fhall 
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ABDoLME jhall then fee all that paffes with my own eyes, 


Tapaa and fhall be able to make the moft of all 


Ch xr. 690. advantages that offer. 
Abdolmelik therefore fhortly began his 


march to join the main body of his army, at 
the place of general rendezvous. He had 


fent before him ore of his captains, named 
K haled-ebn-Afid, and other emrffaries, to Ba- 


forah, with orders to endeavour to form a party 
there, and bring over to his intereft {ome of 
Mufab’s chief friends. He had in the mean 
time wrote feveral letters to the leading men, 
and particularly to Ibrahim-ben-Alafhtar, full 
of large promifes in cafe they would join him ; 
but Ibrahim remained faithful to Minufab. 
He even delivered to him the Caliph’s letter 
fealed up, for he had not deigned to open it, 
not doubting but that it contained propofals 
which would not quadrate with his way of 
thinking; and indeed Abdelmelik promifed 
him no leis than the government of Irak, if 
__ he would come over to his party. 
ee Abdolmelik received no anfwer from Ibra- 
enemy, and him s but he received advice that Mufab 
defeats them. was making hbaíty marches towards him, 
with intent to give him battle. ‘The Caliph 
went out againft him with the greater con- 
fidence, as he was at the fame time informed 


that Qmar-ebn- Abdallah, and Mohalleb were 
not then with Mufab. Abdolmelik dread- 
ed the prefence of thofe two officers, who 
were men of great courage and conduét. 
When he found therefore that they were 

abfent, 






































the A RA BILAN Sz. zrg 


abfent, he faid to his generals, “ I think I Asporme- 

may depend upon gaining the victory, as peou 

Mutab will have nobody to help him.” Tes Bac 
The two armies joined battle at a place 

called Mafken, and the action began almoft 

as {foon as they arrived there. Ibrahim-ebn- 

Alafhtar, Mufab’s faithrul friend, gave the 

firft charge on the Syrians, and fought with 

great bravery ; but he was repulfed by Ma- 

homet-ebn-Haroun, an adverfary of equal 

bravery. Ibrahim renewed the attack and 

did wonders, and his valour at laft proved 

fatal to him; for having expofed himfelf 

with the utmoft intrepidity, he was killed 


on thé ípot. 

The lofs of the general brought on the de- 
fitruction of Mufab’s army; the horfe took 
to flight, the Irakians abandoned him, fo that 
a total rout feemed inevitable. Mlufab ama- 














rtune s: 





fit of defpair, ‘“ O Ibrahim! but there is no 
Ibrahimfor me to day!’’ He {trove however to 
conceal his grief, and ufed his utmoft efforts 
to encourage and rally his troops. Per- 
ceiving his forlorn condition, he was defirous 
of faving his fon Ifa frem the danger.  I{fa, 
though but fifteen years old, had behaved 
with all the bravery of a veteran. Miufab 
perfuaded him to go to Mecca with the 


utmoft fpeed, and acquaint his uncle Abdal- 
lah- 
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AspoLtME- lah-ebn-Zobeir with the perfidioufnefs of 


“the Irakians ; but Ifa would not leave him. 
Hegyra 71. 


Ch. ær. 690. T hat young Muffulman advifed his father to 
attempt a retreat to Baforah, in the beft or- 


der he could, and remonftrated to him that 
it was the moft likely expedient for retriev- 
ing his loffes, whith would be impoffible, 
fhould he, in the prefent fituation of affairs, 
obftinately perfift in making head againft the 
enemy: but Mufab, who looked upon a 
retreat to be difhonourable, anfwered him, 
<< No, my fon, it fhall never be faid amongi{t 
the Coreifh, that I took a ftep which fo near- 


ly refemblesa flight.” He therefore return- 
ed to the charge with fuch of his troops as 


had the courage to follow him ; and his fon 
Ifia threw himfelf into the thickeft of the 


battle, to conquer, or rather to die with his 
father. 


It is faid that during the engagement Ab- 
dolmelik (who highly honoured and efteem- 
ed his enemy, on account of the,gallant re- 
fiftance he made) fent to Mufab, and offer- 


ed quarter to him, and the remains of his 
troops, if he would furrender. Bute Mufab, 
though reduced to the laft extremity, boldly 
anfwered, “< That fuch men as he did not 
ufe to quit the field, till they were conquerors 


or vanquifhed.” ‘The battle was therefore 
continued, but it was of no long continu- 


ance. Miufab fell in this laft attempt, his 
fon having been firft flain before his eyes. 
The remains of his troops were foon difperf- 


ed, 
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ed, and the Caliph gained as compleat a A8poime- 
victory as he could with. B pesmi 
; , ecyra Fis 
So foon as this battle was over, Cufah Ch ær. 6go. 
opened its gates to the conqueror, and ail = l 
Irak made their fubmiffion to him. The ory kab 
Caliph fignalized his entrance into the capi- mits to the 
tal by acts of clemency and generolity. He iam de 
pardoned John, (Amru’s brother) though he 
merited death for having joined Mufab, af- 
ter he had been fet at liberty by Abdolme- 
lik. John, out of gratitude, took the oath of 
allegiance to the Caliph, and heartily engaged 


in his fervice. 
The Caliph having been informed of the 


great {traits to which the Cufians were re- 
duced, he brought a great quantity of pro- 
vions with him, which he caufed to be 


diftributed amongft the people. He alfo 
made a f{plendid entertainment at the caftle 


of Cufah, to which he invited the chief 
officers and perfons of note in the city. 
At this time and place Mufab’s head was 
brought to the Caliph by a Syrian foldier, 
the man who had killed that general in the 
late engagement. Abdolmelik offered him 
one thoufand ducats as a reward; but the 
foldier (with a greatnefs of foul uncommon 
eamonegift men of his rank) refufed the gift, 
faying, ‘* That he did not kill Mufab in 
hopes of a reward, but to revenge his own 


particular quarrel.” 


When Mufab’s head was brought to the Supérfi « 
eaftle, an obfervation was made by an old &bdolmelik, 


VoL. II. S officer, 
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Aspowme- officer then prefent amongft others, which 


LIK. 


Hegyra 71- 
Ch. ur. 690. 


Abdallah ha- 


rangues the 
Meccans on 


the death of 
Mutfab. 


greatly moved the Caliph. He faid, he very 


well remembred that was the third head 
which had been brought thither. ‘That he 
had feen the head of Hoficin prefented to 





it funk deep into the Caliph’s mind: he 
looked on it as a prefage to fome misfortune 
ready to befal him in that place, and in or- 
der to avert the ill omen, he not only de- 
parted from the caftle, but commanded it to 


be forthwith demolifhed. ` 
The news of Mufab’s death having foon 


reached Mecca, Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir, his 


brother, (who greatly deplored his lofs} 
made a fpeech on the occafion to the people 
of that city. In this harangue he highly 
commended Zobeir their father, and fet be- 
fore them the virtues, piety, and great at- 
chievements of that illuftrious Muffulman. 
He concluded his difcourfe in a manner likely 
to prejudice the Meccans in his favour. Af- 
ter having exaggerated the bafe and perfidi- 
ous dealings of the Irakians, and 1n particu- 
lar of the men of Cufah, he, by way of con- 
traft, expatiated on the noble and unfhaken 
fidelity of the inhabitants of Mecca, who 
had fought with fo great perfeverance in 
defence, of the truth. He affured them he 


fhould always entertain a grateful fenfe of 


their generous dealings with him ; and as it 
was 
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was probable that the Syrian troo.s would Asporms- 
foon lay fiege to Mecca, he vowed ‘*istt if aa — 

i egyra 71. 
he could not repulfe them, he wuu. lofe Chr. ær. 6go. 
his life at the head of his beloved \feccans. 

But whilit thefe people were daily giving 
frefh proofs of their attachment to Abdali, 
Abdolmelik’s party was gaining fticng*h in 
the other parts of Arabia. So {foon as 
Mohalleb, who was Mutfab’s lieutenant, 
heard of his general’s death, he came and 
took the oath of allegiance to the Caliph, 
and the fubmiffion of that officer proved a 
very valuable acquifition to him. 

That captain was then employed in quel- The Azara- 
ling the diforders committed by the Azara- ts revolt. 
kites in feveral provinces of Arabia. ‘The 
Azarakites were a branch of the Motazeli, 

.and, like them, refufed to fubmit to any 
authority, either f{piritual or temporal. They 
had kept the field about three years, and 
committed all kinds of outrages and cruelty. 
For a long time Mohalleb had frequently 
come to blows with them ; but the actions 
that had happened were far from being de- 
cifive, and the {mall advantages he gained, 
had only enabled him to prevent them from 
extending themfelves fo far as they propofed 
¢o do. 

The death of Mufab gave them time to 
breathe, and even to recover new {ftrength, 
by means of the refolution which Mohal- 
leb had taken of fubmitting to the Caliph. 
The homage of fo famous a captain met 

5 2 with 
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with a gracious reception ; and Abdolmelik 
had taken Gare, at the time he difpofed of 


`. feveral great pofts to the chief men of his 


court, that the new convert fhould not re- 
pent the ftep he had taken. He gave to 
Bafhar, oneof his brothers, the government 
of Cufah ; Khaled had that of Baforah, and 
Mohalleb was appointed lieutenant of 
Ehwaz, which is part of Kufiftan, and he 
was befides fuperintendant of the taxes raifed 
in that province. 

In a fhort time Abdolmelik returned to 
Syria. ‘The war again{t the Azarakites was 
again taken in hand,and Khaled was appoint- 
ed to carry iton. He fent his brother Abdo- 
laziz againft them at the head of a body of 
troops: but the event was far from jufti- 
fying his choice of a general. Abdolaziz 
was totally defeated, and his wife, who ac- 
companied him inthe expedition, was taken 
prifoner. ‘The capture of this woman, who 
was very beautiful, raifed great difputes 
among fuch of them as claimed a right to 
her ; and one of their chiefs, being greatly 
difpleafed that a ferious quarrel fhould arife 
on fuch an account, to end the difpute 
{truck off her head. 

Abdolaziz, who was exceffively grieveds 
as well at his defeat, as the lofs of what he 
held fo dear, had the additional mortifica- 
tion te find, that the misfortune was attri- 
buted folely to him. ‘The Caliph’ plainly 
told Khaled fo in a letter he wrote in anfwer. 




















to 
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to one fent him by the latter, with the par- Aspormr- 
ticulars of the laft fatal battle. Abdolmelik “3 aie 
blamed him for having trufted the command Ch. fons l 
of the troops to a perfon of fo little experi- 

ence. He afked him what was become of 
Mohalleb, and why he did not think of 
employing a captain fo renowned for his pe- 

netrating judgment, and for his courage and 

{kill in the art of war. He concluded his 








letter with recommending it to him to re- 
cruit his troops, that he might again march 





Khaled was not a little mortified at the or- 

der which the Caliph had given him; how- 

ever, he complied with it, and fent to Mo- 

halleb to come and join him without de- 

lay. ‘They concerted together fuch mea- 

fures as were proper to be taken in order to 

oppofe *the rebels with fuccefs, and their 

forces being ready, they began their march 

to meet the enemy. 

They came up withthe Azarakites near The Azara. 

the city of Ehwaz, to which place they kites are bea- 


had advanced. Mohalleb, obferving that‘ 


the enemy had a confiderable number of 
{hips on the river, 












ed him, and fet them on fire, that they 
might not be made ufe of by the Caliph’s 
D 3 troops 
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ABDOLME- troops againft them. ‘They then {treneth- 


| Se) ee 
Ficoyra 72. 
oh. ger: OSI i 


Hejage folli- 
cits the com- 
mand of the 
army againit 


Abdallah. 


ened themfelves in their intrenchments, 
where they continued near twenty days, 
{pight of all the attempts that were made to 
draw them to battle. At lait they marched 
out of their {trong hold, and one of the moft 
bloody engagements enfued, that had been 
feen in the memory of man. The Azara- 
kites, after having ftood the attacks of their 
enemies with the utmoft bravery, were at 
lait forced to give ground, and foon were 
put to a total rout. Some troops were fent 
in purfuit, who made a terrible flaughter of 
all they could come up with, and followed 
the reft even into Perfia. 

‘This victory, together with the other ad- 
vantages Abdolmelik had gained, enabled 
him to make preparations for fubduing Ab- 
dallah the fon of Zobeir, the only enemy 
that held out againft him. ‘That ftout Muf- 
fulman fill maintained himfelf on the throne 
of Mecca, where he affumed the title of 
Caliph, and feemed refolved not to part with 
it whiift he lived. 

Abdolmelik therefore joined all his troops 
in a body, in order to attack his rival, and 
gave the command of his army to Hejage, 
one of the moft eloquent, as well as warlike 
captains amongi{t the Arabians. He had 
follicited that command of the Caliph, and 
promifed him fuccefs in the enterprize on 
account of a dream. ‘* One night,” faid he 
to Abdolmelik, <“ I dreamed that I had —_ 
tne 
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the fon of Zobeir, and flayed him ; therefore ABDOLME- 
LIK. | 











q 
dallah, appeared to the*Caliph a good omen 
of fuccefs in the enterprize: he readily con- 
ferred on him the command of his troops. 


till he dies, though he fhoul 


der the ruins of your City. 
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which great courage and refolution were 
fhewn on both fides ; however, the Meccan 
troops were generally worf{ted. ‘Thefe ad- 
vantages did not prevent the Syrian general 
from collecting, during his march, fome con- 
fiderable reinforcements, which were fur- 
nifhed by the goverrors of fome of the pro- 
vinces, in purfuance of the Caliph’s orders. 
Hejage being provided with fo large a 
body of troops, fet down before Mecca, and 
invetted the place. He foon began his at- 
tacks with great fury, but without fuccefs, 
on account of the gallant defence made by 
Abdallah’s troops. The fiege continued 
eight months, andthe Syrians had been able 
to make fo little progrefs, that they began 
to murmur at the exceflive fatigue they were 
forced to fuftain. And indeed the weather 
was become fo tempeftuous, that the foldi- 
ers, who were expofed to its inclemency, 
could no longer bear jt: but it was ftill worfe 
when a dreadful ftorm of thunder and light- 
ning came on, and lafted many days, by 
which twelve of the Syrian foldiers were 
Killed. 
By that accident their courage was entire- 
ly funk. ‘They were perfuaded that heaven 
difapproved their undertaking, and that the 
death of thofe twelve foldiers wasa fure pre- 
fage of what would befal the reft, if they 
obftinately continued the fiege, 


Hejage was much difturbed at this event; 
not that he was fo weak or ignorant as tp 


believe 
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believe the thunder was any more than the 4®pDotmE- 
effect of a natural caufe: but the queftion |, — 
was, how to undeceive and encourage his ter- cn ee has 
rified troops, which was no eafy tafk. Happily 

for him, the next day another ftorm arole, 

and the lightning killed fome of Abdallah’s 

men. Hejage did not mifs fo fair an oppor- 

tunity: = You lee,” iaid he to his foldiers, 

‘© that the lightning does not {pare your ene- 

mies any more than you. But the diffe- 

rence between you is, that you are obedient 

to God, and they difobedient.” ‘This fhort 
harangue had its effect, and the Syrians re- 

newed their attacks with frefh vigour. 

But what chiefly contributed to their Abdallah is 

marching up boldly to the enemy, was the aeaa el 
inteliigence they received of the great con- — 
fufion which prevailed in the city. Abdal- 
Jah’s troops began to defert, his friends 
abandoned him, and even his two fons, 
Hamzah and Hobeid, came to the camp 
and demanded a conference with Hejage, 
in order to procure conditions for them- 
felves. 

Abdallah, who was almoft worn out by Hegyra 73- 
the fatigues he had fuftained during fo long ©” =- 092- 
a fiege, was utterly dejected to fee himfelf A>daltah’s 
thus abandoned on all fides, and on the a cain 
point of being forced to yield to the enemy. himto hold 
One perfon alone {trove to roufe his courage :°"* 
it was his mother, a woman of an undaunted 
{pirit, and remarkable for her great zeal and 
devotion. She was grand-daughter to the 

4. illuftrious 
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AspoLrmE- illuftrious Caliph Abubecre, and her con- 


LIK. duct had been always fuitable to her noble 
Serene Diri 
Car. zr. 692. i 





That couragious woman, though then 
ninety years old, had preferved all her fenfes, 
and had ftill a noble refolution of mind fupe- 
rior to all events. She had been confulted in 
all matters relating to the defence of Mecca ; 


but fhe redoubled her care when fhe found 
her fon in fo defparing a condition. She 
accompanied him to the ramparts of the 


city; fhe caufed refrefhments to be brought, 
which fhe diftributed to him, and alfo to 


the foldiers that defended the breach. Her 


prefence, her affiftance, and her councils, 
for fome time kept up the courage of the 
Meccans; but the defection of fo many of 
the principal officers as daily deferted to the 
enemy was aterrible blow, -which deprived 
the general of all refolution and judgment. 

He imparted to his mother the terrible 














fituation he was reduced to; and being fen- 
fible that with the few troops he had left 
he could not long oppofe the enemy, he 
afked her if it would not be advifable to fur- 


render, that he might obtain the better con- 
ditions. 
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<< Tt is better to die,” faid fhe, €‘ than to neglect Arporme- 


one’s duty.”’ E 
The courage and refolution of Abdallah ar beds 
feemed to be on a fudden reftored by the dif- 
courfe of his mother; and when fhe had 
made an end of fpeaking, he warmly afiured 
her, that the generous fenttments fhe had then 
exprefled, were the fame as he had enter- 
tained to that very day; that he was not fond 
of the world, or defirous of life; and that 
zeal to religion and the honour of God, were 
the only motives to his rifing up againft the 
Caliph. He added, that he was refolved to 
die, rather than accept any terms from the 


enemys He begged her not to grieve im- 
moderately at an event, which he knew 


would rend her heart, fpight of her great 
refignation to the will of God: but that 
fhe would reflect that her fon had never 
walked in the ways of the wicked, nor done 


any thing for which he could be juftly re- 
proached. “< O God! thou knoweft,”’ faid 


he, ** that I do not fay this in my own juftifi- 
cation, but that my mother may be com- 
forted after my death.”’ 

He would then have inftantly gone to the 
ramparts, at once to put an end to his life and 
exploits; but before he departed fhe gave 
him a draught with mufk, to increafe his 
courage. She affured him, that if he was 
killed in fight, he would die a martyr. Ab- 
daĦah anfwered, that he was not in the leaft 


afraid of death, but he was apprehenfive of 
being 
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Asvoime- being afterwards expofed to the infults of his 
ee enemies; to which fhe couragioufly replied» 
Ch. zr. 692. ` The fheep, when once killed, does not feel 

the flaying :’’ upon which fhe difmiffed him. 
Abdallah is Abdallah therefore went out to oppofe the 
killed in an . : 
eee, enemy; and encouraging his troops, he put 

himfelf at their head, and made fuch a bold 
attack on the enemy as greatly amazed them. 
He killed a great number with his own 
hand, and by the affiftance of the troops that 
accompanied him, he repulfed and even over- 
threw, in the ditch of the town, all the 
troops that came to fupport the firft body. 
But at laft the great multitude of affailants 
obliged him to retreat in his turn; and the 
enemy gaining ground, ftep by ftep, the brave 
Abdallah ftill faced them, and flew many 
more before he was furrounded. ‘That great 
man had now no weapons left but his {word 
and lance, however he {ftill held out fome 
time. He retired to a part of Mecca, where 


he could be attacked only in front, and de- 
fended himfelf, to the terror and aftonifhment 
of his enemies. ‘The Syrian foldiers, not 
daring to approach him, and having no more 
arrows to fhoot at a diftance, they threw at 
him bricks, tiles, and ftones, and whatever 
elfe they could find, till they made him ftagger 
It is related, that when he felt the bloot 
trickle down his face and beard, he repeated 
this verfe of an arabian poet: “ The blood 


of our wounds doth not fall down upon our 
heels, 
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heels, but upon our feet:’? meaning that A8Dorme- 

he had not turned his back upon his enemies. o oon, 
At laft, after having defended himfelf as Ch ær. ies, 

long as he could, he funk under the blows of 

the Syrians, who fell on him, put an end to 

his life, and cut off his head. ‘The news of 

his death was inftantly carried to Hejage, who 

fell down and worfhipped. 


Thus fell the famous Abdallah, after 
having borne the title of Caliph tn Mecca full 
mine years. MHiuftorians praife him upon ac- 
count of his courage, but they at the fame 
time agree that he was exceflively avaricious ; 
which gave rife to a common faying amongft 
the Arabians, ** That before Abdallah-ebn- 
Zobeir, there never was a valiant man but 
he was alfo liberal.” 

After the death of Abdallah, and the fur- 
render of Mecca, all Arabia, except fome 
{mall bodies of rebels, fubmitted to the Caliph 
of Syria, and took the oaths of allegiance to 
him in the prefence of Hejage. 

‘That general employed the following year Hegyra 747 
in eftablifhing Abdolmelik’s authority; and Ch- =r. 693. 


in order to gain him the affe€tions of the Hesjage re- 
news the pil- 


image to 
ecca. 












































number of devout Muffulmen, and pilgri- 
mages 
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Asporme- mages became more frequent than they had 
Mii been for many years. Abdolmelik himfelf 
Ch. ær. 693. took a journey thither, and feemed well 
pleafed with the alterations Hejage had made. 

He caufesthe The Caliph, fhortly after the taking of 


reft of the a . 
m 4 ay. Vecta, Gave a proof of his gratitude to that 


mit tothe Ca- general, by adding the governments of Hejaz 
liph. and Irak to thofe of Chorafan and Sejeftan, 


which he already pofiefied. And Heyage, 
in return for the Caliph’s favour, took all 
poflible meafures to fubdue the feveral bodies 
of rebels, who from time to time took up 
arms againft Abdolmelik. He is indeed re- 
proached with having exercifed the utmoft 
feverity and moft excefiive cruelties, and 
particularly at Medina, where it feemed as if 
that general had refolved to cut off all the in- 
habitants, or force them to quit the city. 
He alfo exercifed the fame feverities and 
cruelties againft fuch of the Irakians and 
Baforians as dared to rebel again{t the Caliph ; 
and, fpight of the clamours and fecreé practices 
of the confpirators, he had either thee pru- 
dence or the good fortune to fubdue all’ the 
enemies of Abdolmelik. 
Hegyra 75. But the greateft oppofition that Hejyage 
Ch. ær. 694. ever met with was begun by one Shebid a 
Frefh revolt Karegite, and Saleh, another fectary. They» 
eieh, the had formed a confpiracy to affaffinate Abdol- 
melik at Mecca, at the time he made a pil- 
grimage to that city. They came there to 
execute their defign; but hearing that it was 


difcovered to the Caliph, they fled away 
| with 
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with the utmoft precipitation. And far 
from fubiımitting, they railed a body of ti oops 
and putting themfelves at their head, com- 
mitted great ravages in Mefopotamia, a pro- 
vince which was then governed by an old 
officer named Merwan. 

That governor havinge received advice of 
the infurreétion, refolved to quell it. But 
finding the number of the rebels was fo {mall, 
he de{pifed them, and fent {fome detachments 
out againit them, which, though they were 
more numerous than the confpirators, were 
far from being able to deal with them, for one 
of their men was as good as twenty other Ma- 
homet&ans: and in fact the troops that were 
fent to oppofe them, were almoft totally 
routed, and their commander was killed in 
an ation that happened. ‘That victory 
greatly encouraged Shebid and his affociate ; 
they made new levies, and their troops, which 
had before confifted only of infantry, were 
now partly mounted, and formed a body of 
cavalry, by means of the horfes which they 
took from their enemies in the laft battle. 
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Hejage, enraged at the infolence of the Hegyra 76. 
rebels, fent out a body of troops under the Ch. ær. 695. 
command of Hareth-al-Hamdani, with or- The rebels 


ders to ufe his utmoft endeavours to deftroy 
the whole party. That officer came up with 
them at a place called Modbage, near Mautfil, 
the capital of Mefopotamia; he attacked 
them almof as foon he came in fight ðf their 


army, and pufhed them ío furioutly, that 
Saleh 





- lofe a battle. 
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Anvotme- Saleh and a great number of his chief of- 
aiia ai ficers were killed at the firít onfet. Shebid 
C lon. had alfo like to have loft his life in the action. 
He was beat from his horfe, and narrowly 
e{caped being trampled on by his own cavalry, 
but his men luckily carried him off. So foon 
as he was remountêd, he continued the fight 
with the utmoft ardour; but finding his 
troops confiderably weakened by the lofs he 
had fuftained at the beginning of the action, 
he refolved to retreat to an empty caftle which 
was near the field of battle; and this they 
performed in fuch good order, that the enemy 


dared not to attack them in their retreat. 
They are in- Hareth forthwith invefted the caftIe, and 
ve * ~~ refolved to deftroy them all. He commanded 
| a great quantity of wood to be brought, and 
laid at the caftle gate; he then ordered his 
men to fet it on fire, and go to reft, fup- 
pofing the entrance of the caftle would be fo 
well guarded by the flames, that the rebels 

would not attempt to make their efcape. 
They fally Shebid, who wifely confidered that he 
out, and cut (hould not be able to defend himfelf againft 
army in. fo great a force, in the morning came to a re- 
pieces. folution of endeavouring to extricate himfelf 
from the difficulty that night; he {poke to 
his men, who readily agreed to ftand by him 
in the enterprize. Necefiity made them induf- 


trious and inventive ; they found means of 
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midft of their camp, cutting all to pieces Aspormez- 
that they came at. Al-Hamdani caufed an Heera s 
alarm to be founded, and with a few troops Ch ey. el 
that he got together attempted to ítop their 

progrefs, when his men were all put to the 

{word by the enemy, and the general him- 
felf was ftruck downs but immediately re- 
lieved by thofe about him; and as he was 
but flightly wounded, he was refolved to 
make a pufh in hopes of repulfing the enemy ; 
but this attempt was of no ufe, and occa- 
fioned the lofs of fome of his bravef{t men. 
The reft fled with great confternation and 
confufion, and the general with difficulty 
e{caped with his life. 

This victory {welled the pride of Shebid, 
and rendered him more enterprizing than he 
was before: and though his troops were far 
from being numerous, he thought himfelf 
in a condition of engaging with any force 
that could be fent out again{ft him. He 
became „terrible even to Hejage, who having 
marghed in perfon to fubdue that rebel, was 
fo -roughly handled in feveral rencounters, 
that he was forced to give over his attempts, 
and fend for reinforcements, to prevent that 
formidable adverfary from gaining an ab- 
folute fuperiority. He retreated to Baforah, 
and left Shebid mafter of the field. 

So {oon as Hejage was marched away, 
Shebid had the affurance to attack Cufah with 
the few troops then under his command. 


However, he made himfelf matter of the 
Vor. Ii. T place. 
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AspoLĮmE:- place. 'Thither Hejage marched, when he 
EA had received the reinforcements he reauired, 
Ch. ær. 696. Nis army then amounting to fifteen or fixteen 
thoutand men. Shebid, who had not above 
fix hundred men with him, was fo rafh as 
to join battle with Abdolmelik’s general; and 
he was punifhed for his temerity; for the 
action being begun, neither his own valour, 
nor the intrepidity of his troops, could enable 
him long to withf{tand fo fuperior a force. 
Ficjage de- 'The rebels, however, made a moft gallant 


feats them.  refiftance; but Shebid feeing many of his 
brave{t foldiers fall, and his brother, and 
even his wife, having been flain before his 
eyes, he was forced to betake himfelf to 
flight, with the remains of his troops. He 
retired to the frontiers of Perfia, where he 


was greatly harafled by a party of Syrians, 
who loft a hundred men, whom Shebid 


Shebid is After fome time 
drowned in 


the Tygris. 









, the Syrians, 


His body 
and his head | 
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Hegyra a dangerous commotion arofe, occa- 
fioned by a grudge between Hejage and a 
captain named Abdarrahman. 

Hejage, who intentely hated him, had ma- 
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Flegyra 82: 





Ch. ær. 7or. 


ADdarrah. 


licioufly plotted his deftruction, and fent him manis ac. 
with an inconfiderable force againft the knowledged 





heart of their country. Abdarrahman af- 
fumed the command; but having received 
private information of Hfejage’s barbarous 
Intentions towards him, he foon acquainted 
his troops, that they were fent on the expe- 
dition purpofely to be made a facrifice. The 
officers and foldiers, being enraged at the bafe 
and malicious dealings of Hejage, vowed 
revenge ; and renouncing all obedience to 
Hejage, they immediately acknowledged Ab- 
darrahman as governor of Irak, and took the 
oath to him in that quality. 
This done, to the great fatisfaction of Ab- 
darrahman, he marched towards the country 
of the ‘[urks,: with a view only to conclude 
a treaty with the fovereign of that country : 
after which he returned into Irak, where he 
made «no fecret of his intentions to attack 
Hejage, and revenge his perfidioufnefs. The 
latter having been foon informed of Abdar- 
rahman’s defign, refolved to prevent him, 
and marched out toaneet him with a very 
numerous body of troops: but, fpight of that 
precaution, Hejage was beaten in the firft en- 
counter; and Abdarrahman marched his vic- 
T 2 torious 





























Turks, with orders to tarry the war into the Ta or 


He concludes 


a treaty with 
the Turks, 


and gains fe- 
veral advan- 
tages over 


Hejage. 
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ABDOLME- torious army to Baforah, where he knew 
Heevra 82, his enemy was detefted. 
Aggy 701. The inhabitants received him with fuch 
Heisacknow- Loud acclamations, as muft have been very 
ledged Caliph pleafing to him; and in the heighth of their 
at Baforah. tranfports, they not only renounced all obedi- 
ence to Hejage, as their governor, but they 
even went {fo far as to throw off all allegiance 
to the Caliph, and proclaim Abdarrahman 
in his ftead. 
And alfo at Hejage, who well knew the confequence 
Sutal, of giving his rival time to eftablifh his au- 
thority, hazarded another battle, and was 
beaten as before. Abdarrahman, being re- 
folved to pufh his advantage, marched to 
Cufah, the inhabitants of which city were, 
he found, greatly enraged againít Hejage for 
his tyrannical behaviour towards them. The 
inhabitants of Cufah therefore followed the 
example of the Baforians, and Abdarrah- 
man was in like manner proclaimed in both 
cities. Hejage, vexed to the higheft degree 
to fee his reputation fullied by having been fo 
often beaten, refolved to have another trial, 
in hopes of wiping off fo mortifying a dif- 
grace. | 
Hejage ga- He gathered together as many troops as 
thers together he could. His rival did the like on his part, 
ee Disk with much greater fuccefs, for Hejage 
by his cruelties having alienated the minds 
of the inhabitants from him, they chofe ra- 
ther to lift under the banners of Abdarrah- 
man, who either really was, or feemed to 
be, 
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The two armies having began their march, 
came in fight of each other at a place called 
Dairkorrah, where they entertained fuch ap- 
prehenfions of each other, as to omit no pro- 
per means for their fecurity. "They covered 
their reípećtive camps with ftrong entrench- 
ments, to avoid being furprized ; and the 
armies remained almoft three months in the 
fame pofition. However, they were far from 
being idle, for fcarce a day paffed without 
fome action between parties, and fome bloody 
{kirmifhes, in which the advantages were 
nearly equal. But at laft a fkirmifh happen- 
ing between two detachments, and frefh 
troops being continually fent from the two 
armies in fupport of their refpective friends, 
the action became general, and proved fatal 
to Abdarrahman’s party. His troops were 
totally routed. That general endeavoured 
in vain to rally them, he was borne down b 


a torrent of fugitives, and obliged to mix 
himfelf among{ft them in order to efcape the 


enemy. 
T 3 














Abdar- 
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ABDOLME- Abdarrahman fled tor refuge to Sahan, 
aih: where he was ioon feized by a body of horie 

Hegyra $2. a - i 

Ch. ær. zor. fent out to purfue him ; but Zentil, king of 

a oe the Turks, who had conceived a great frend- 

is taken prifo- {hip tor that general from the time they con- 

ner and relea- cluded the lait treaty together, came to his 

aed Oy 2 Fang aiftance d refcued him. Hejage wa 

ofthe Turks ailiftance, andr jag sno 
fooner informed of it, than he fent a mef- 
fenger to ZHentil, and demanded Abdarrah- 
man to be delivered up, threatening, in cafe 
of refulal, to enter the king's territories with 
his victorious army, and put all to fire and 
{word. 

Zentil, who was not in a condition to re- 
hit fo powerful a force, and that comméand- 
ed by a general who ufually went fo refolutely 
to work, was greatly embarrafled what an- 
{wer to return. He was unwilling to have 
upon his hands fuch an enemy as Hejage, 
and it pained him greatly to think of deliver- 
ing up a friend, to whom he had promifed 

Abdatrahman an afylum in his dominions. In fo critical 

— hm- a juncture, Abdarrahman himfelf put an end 

elf. : 

“io to the whole difficulty. “Chat general, fear- 
ing each moment that he fhould be given 
up into the hands of an implacable enemy, 
who would infult him under his misfortunes, 
and put him to a fhameful and cruel death, 
threw himfelf from the top of the houfe 
which Zentil had appointed for his refidence. 
After the death of that rebel peace: was by 
degrees reftored in Arabia, and the people 

| unani- 
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unanimoufly acknowledged the Caliph of Asrporme- 
Syria as their fovereign. T e 

Hejage, covered with glory, began to tafte Choy “ae 

the fweets of peace, and took due meatures Heino. -_ i 
to eftablifh Abdolmelik’s power in all the the city of jj 
provinces of Irak under his government, Vaer. 
He then builta city onthe Tygris, which he 
called Wafet, an arabic word, that fignifies 
middle, and he named it fo, becaufe ıt 
{tood on a fpot of ground at equal diltance 
from Cufah and Baforah. 

Abdolmelik did not live long to enjoy the Hegyra 85, 
fruits of the peace with which his fubjects =% ær 795. 
were then blefled. He died in the 86th ee 
year of the Hegyra, and about the 2oth year — 
of his reign, aged about 60 years. Ebn 
Athir, an arabian author, relates that the 
Caliph was feized with a diftemper which 
his phyficians declared would be mortal, if 
they gave him any thing to drink. But his 
thirft increafed fo violently, that he was un- 
able to forbear, and commanded his fon 
Waled to give him fome water. Waled, 
who loved his father, refufed to comply in 
confequence of the orders of the phylicians. 

The Caliph then requefted the fame thing 
of Fatima his daughter, but his fon pre- 
vented her, by holding her in his arms; 
whereupon Abdolmelik told Waled in a 
paffion, that if he did not let his fifter go, 
he would difinherit him. Upon this Waled 
was forced to yield, and the Caliph had no 
fooner drank the fatal draught he {fo eagerly 

a 4 required, 
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AspormE- required, than he inftantly fainted, and died 


LIK. 





owing to any of thofe good qualities which 
he poffiefied before he attained the crown. 


However, he was fo fortunate as to have ex- 
cellent commanders, by whofe means his 
undertakings were attended with the greateft 


fuccefs. 
He is accufed of extreme avarice, on ac- 


count of which he was nicknamed Rafh- 
al-Hejer, that is to fay, ‘* fweat of a ftone.” 
He was alfo called Abul Zebad, which fig- 
nifies, ** father of flies,” by reafon of his 
breath : itis faid his breath was fo noifome, 


that it killed all the flies that fettled on his 
lips. 

"ite left four children, who enjoyed the Ca- 
liphate one after another; to wit, Waled, 
Soliman, Yezid, and Hefcham. It is related, 
that the fortune of thofe children was told 
him by a Muffulman, named Saad, a man 
excellently fkilled in the interpretation of 
dreams. ‘The Caliph dreamed one night 
that he urined in the moft facred part of the 
temple of Mecca, and this dream happening 
four times fucceflively, Saad, who was con- 
fulted on that account, foretold that four of 
his children fhould fucceffively poffiefs the 
throne. 

Tt 
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It is aflerted that he was the firt who A®votme- 
coined money in Arabia: before which they 5 i 
egyra 86. 
made ufe of Greek and Perfian money. Ch. ær. 706. 
Abdolmelik caufed the following infcription ee 
m e m l 
to be put on his coin, ‘“* Say there is one coins oe 


God.” ‘The Caliph ufed to begin thus the money. 
letters he fent to the Greek emperor, who 


complained of it as an innovation, and de- 
fired he would alter it, otherwife he threa- 
tened he would fend them fome coin with 
fuch a mention of their prophet upon it, as 
they fhould not very well like. Abdolme- 
lik, enraged at the menace, and refolving 
not to alter the form of his letters, prohibit- 
ed the grecian money, and ftamped fome 
coin to be current in his own dominions. 
And this was the origin of the firft coin of 
the Arabians. 








W A. L E D. 


ELEYEN TBE CALIPH. 


Ais B.D, tie eldef{t fon of Abdol- Waren. 
melik, fucceeded his father, and af- Hegyra 86. 
cended the throne immediately after the ion. Aen POG s 


death of that prince. ‘Tho’ this Caliph did ee 


nothing in perfon, yet he is very famous on jn the reign of 
account of the great conqueits made by the Waled. 
Arabians during his reign. ‘They enlarged 

their dominions to the Atlantick ocearr by the 


{treights of Gibraltar: they entered merami 
an 
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and com@quered the fouthern provinces of 
Hegyra 86. Spain*  ‘Fhey at the fame time putfhed 
Ch ær. 705; their conquefts towards the Eaft, where they 
fubdued the greateft part of the Indies on 
this fide the river Ganges; then northwards, 
where they made themfelves matters of Ko- 
uarefm,, Tranfoxana, Vurkeftan, and other 
rayvinees. 
Hegyra 88. Th f@ laft conquefts were owing to the 
Ch. ær. 797- valour ef Catibah-ebn-Mouflim, a famous 
sean sn? captain, and the firft Arabian that entered 
fclf mafter of Kouaref{m in an hoftile manner. He had been 
Kouarefm. appointed governor of Chorafan, a country 
adjaining to that province; and having pafied 
fome time in eftablifhing fome good osder in 
the countries over which he prefided, he 
formed a defign of immortalizing his name, 
by extending the limits of the Arabian em- 
ire. 
á He pafied the river.Gihon at the head of 
a formidable army, and without much difh- 
culty paffed the frontiers of Kouarefm. 
However in attempting to advance further, 
he met with greater obftacles ; the people 
took up arms in defence of their country. 
But Catibah fo animated his troops by the 
example he fet them, that the Kouaref{mians 























* El Makin, an arabian author, relates that in the 93d 
year of the hegyra, one of Waed’s generals feized Andalufia 
and the kingdom of ‘Toledo, and brought to the Caliph the 
tahle of Solomon the fon of Navid, which was made of a 
re ef gold and Gjver, with three rows of pearls 
round it. 








refitted 
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refitted in vain, and were forced to fubmit  “4"*?- 
to the yoke. reg th = 22 

This victory did not fatisfy the general: ` *” 
finding the people were idolators, he at- 
tempted to convert them to Llamifm, and 
prevailed. Catibah purfued his advantage, 
pafied the Oxus, andentered Tranfoxana, a 
province of Turkeftan. Majurek, king of 
that country, was furprized by fo fudden an 
inroad, and being unable to affemble a body 
of troops fufficient for his defence, he ficd 
for refuge to the famous city of Samarcand, 


the capital of his dominions. 
Catibah purfued him thither, and invefted Catibah be- 


á fieo d 
the city; but he was forced to turn the pakes Samar- 


fiege into a blockade, for want of machines cand. 
to batter the place. Having clofely con- 
fined the inhabitants, and prevented their 
communication with the country, he refolv- 
ed to make an affiault on fuch parts of the 


fortifications as he judged to be the weaketft. 
d: the inhabi- 


He enters 
"Tranfoxana. 












A they 
boldly appeared on their ramparts, and fre- 
quently rallied and abufed the befiegers. 
Amongít other of theiretaunts, Catibah was 
told that the befieged faid, ‘* ‘The place would 
never be taken, till it was taken by a camel- 


driver.” 
Th 











He introduces 
and eftablifhes 
the mahome- 
tan religion 


there. 
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The general had no fooner received the 
information, than he fell proftiate and re- 
‘turned thanks to God for fuch good news. 
His officers, amazed at the action, afked 
him what advantage he thought could ac- 
crue from the raillery of the befieged : 
« Tam appointed,” faid he, “< to conquer 
this city; for I remember that when I was 
very young, being of a very dull genius, 
my parents often told me, I was fit only for 
a camel-driver.’ 

The courage of the troops was raifed 
by the fanguinenefs with which Catibah 
formed his defigns, and by the great refo- 
lution with which he iffued his orders on 
this extraordinary occafion; though they 
wanted almoft every thing neceflary for the 
fiege of a place, they found means to fupply 
the defect by their great valour and activity, 
and at laft they reduced the inhabitants to 
fuch ftraits, that, to avoid a ftorm, and to 
prevent the city from being plundered and 
totally ruined, they demanded to capitulate. 
Catibah contented to receive them on éerms, 
and they agreed to pay a yearly tribute of 
one thoufand denarii of gold, and three 
thoufand flaves. 

That general, who was very zealous for 
the propagation of Muffulmanifm, refolved 
to deftroy the idolatrous worfhip which then 
prevailed in the city, and to eftablifh the 
mahofnetan religion in its ftead. He con- 


defcended to intrucat them himíelf, and was 
{o 
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fo fuccefeful in his endeavours, that all the 
idols were broken down, to introduce the 


worfhip of one God. He appointed Imams 
to cultivate the feeds of the relizion which 
he had fown in their hearts: and in a fhort 
time he caufed a ftately mofque to be ere¢t- 
ed, where Iflamifm was openly preached ; 
and the inhabitants became in the fequel 
devout obfervers of the law of Mahomet. 

Whilft Waled’s generals were enlarging 
his dominions by the conqueft of diftant 








at YV OF co 4 ? 
es c2 
+ A 
~ * : ua 
A * . p 
5 . 
. y . } 
> 4 
=) . = 
F ; z 
7A > 
5 = 


Hegyra 88. 
Ch. er. 707 





Waled caufes 
mof{ques to be 
erected in ma- 


provinces, where they planted the maho- ny cities. 


metan faith, the Caliph was employed in 
building magnificent mofques at different 
places, in honour to the memory of the 
apoftle of God, that the people, ftruck with 
awe at the majeftic appearance of thofe edi- 
fices, might entertain a higher veneration 
for the doctrine taught therein. 

Waled founded a mofque at Damiafcus, 
which was a building worthy a king, and 
to render it more fpacious, he caufed the 
church of St. John Baptift, then belonging 
to the Chriftians, to be pulled down, and 
made ure of the ground to enlarge his own 
mofque. Some authors fay, that he offered 
the Chriftians 50,000 crowns, if they would 
furrender their church; but that they having 
refufed to fell it, he teok it from them by 
force, and caufed it to be demolifhed, with- 
out paying them any confiderati for the 


fame, 

















At 
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At the time he erected the mofque at 
Damafcus, he ordered that at Medina to 


' be rebuilt, in which he expended immenfe 





{fums of money. He was refolved to fpare 
no coft for the imbellifhment of a city, which 
had ferved Mahomet as a place of retreat 
from the fury of his enemies, and in which 
he ended his days, after having laid the 
foundations of one of the moft extenfive 
monarchies in the univerfe. 


Nor did the Caliph forget Mecca, which 
He 





fhould think fit, and ftand in need of, for 


the building of the mofque. 
The work was forthwith taken in hand, 


and a great number of houfes, the property 
of private perfons, were thrown down, to 
form an immenfe fquare, in which they laid 
the foundation of the edifice. But in doing 
this, they met with great oppofition, parti- 
cularly from fome ancient Muffulmen, who 
were grieved to fee them depart from the 
plainefs and fimplicity ufed in the days of 
the prophet, to erect buildings of a new 
fancy, f med according to the rules of art, 


and with a ftatelinefs and coft which — 
€ 

















the ARABIAN S. 


ed to prognofticate a {udden relaxation in Watep. 
difcipline and manners. Heoyri 80. 


But thefe complaints did not put a ftop to 
the undertaking, and in a {hort time mag- 
nificent buildings reared their lofty heads, in 
places where formeily ftood thofe antique 
ruins which had been thé habitations of the 
firft patriarchs of Muffulmanifm. Hiaifto- 
rians have given us the following account and 
defcription of the mofques built by Waled. 

Thofe great edifices confifted of quadran- 
gles, the outfides whereof were adorned with 
three or four rows of galleries, in which 
two men might walk a-breaft. Each ftage 
of thofe galleries was fupported by pillars, 
whofe fhafts were very {mall, and between 
the pillars were ftone balconies, with open 
rails and ornaments. ‘The chapiters of the 
columns were alfo ornamented in the fame 
tafte. At each corner of the mofque was 
a polygon tower of admirable architecture. 
From the top of thefe towers feven or eight 
Muezins, ufed twice a day to cry out Allah, 
Allah, &c, the fignal that the hour of 
public prayer was at hand, and that the peo- 
ple fhould prepare for it by ablutions, and 
other ceremonies enjoined by the law. The 
mofques erected by Waled have generally 
ferved as a model for thefe fince built by the 
Mahometans. 


Waled not only founded houfes for the fer- Hegyra go. 
vice of religion, but he alfo from time to time Ch. ær.-709. 
caufed inftructions to be given to the people 
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Watepd. of the conquered provinces, who were in 
ey syra 90- general idolaters. But his averfion to the 
(= 7927 Heathens, in no wife equalled the hatred he 
His hatred to bore to the Chriftians, and efpecially the 


the Greeks. Greeks. He prohibited his fubjeéts from 


making any further ufe of the greek tongue, 
though it had before been taught in the 
{chools, and employed to many purpofes 
through the whole extent of his dominion, 
and though it was the language in which all 
publick and juridical acts and proceedings 
were written. Shortly after which he de- 
clared war again{t that nation, who had given 
him frefh caufe of difpleafure by affording a 
{helter to the Armenians, who had*rebelled 
again{t him. 

He declares His army entered Greece, and having ra- 


ee la ara vaged part of the country, advanced to the 


roman provinces, where they made themfelves 
mafters of fome places of no great ftrength. 
The Caliph had ordered his troops to march 
into Afia-Minor, but his generals advifed him 
to countermand the order, left they fhould be 
{urprized by the enemy. Befides, his foldiers 
were {fo loaded with plunder, thatethey had 
enough to do to carry it into Syria. 

Hegyra 91, The next year the Muffulmen entered 


. &e. cous 
G ee, ; o. Galatia, without meeting with any confider- 


7i1.&c. able oppofition from the Grecians, whofe 
Divifionsin empire had been long rent by inteftine di- 
Greece, vifions. The throne was then become a prey 


to the ftrongeft. The ufurper committed all 
kinds of cruelties on the prince he dethroned, 


and 
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and in his turn received his punifhment tn 
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kind from a new competitor, who deprived HERNA oes 
oc. 


hin of the crown. 
Thus Juftinian the fecond was dethroned 


by Lecntius, who cut off his nofe, and fent Troubles in 
him into exile. Leontius in his turn was de- the Grecian 


pofed by Abfimarus, Who banifhed him to a empire. 


monaftery, after having done with him in 
like manner as he had with his prede- 
ceffor. Juftinian having been re{tored to 
the throne by a new revolution, that prince 
gave a loofe to his natural barbarity ; he com- 
mitted unheard-of cruelties on his fubjects, 
and even carried his brutality fo far, as to 
invent new kinds of punifhments to torment 
fuch as had incurred his difpleafure. The 
princes who fucceeded him were for the moft 
part inhuman monfters, who are remarkable 
in hiftory only for their vices. 

Such was the ftate and condition of the 
Grecian empire. The people, (who are com- 
monly too apt to follow the example of their 
governors in doing evil) gave themfelves up 
to infidelity, debauchery, and all forts of 
crimes. Unable to defend themfelves again{t 
the attempts of their enemies, they employed 
the forces they had on foot, only in fupport- 
ing factions, and inteftine war, which caufed 
the devaftation of cities and provinces, and 
the fhedding the blood of citizens. Befides, 
their frontiers were unguarded, and their 
cities which lay neareft to the erfemy de- 
fencelefs, and as it were invited them to ex- 

Vou. L U tend 
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Difagrecement 
of authors as 
to Waled’s 
character. 
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tend their dominions, without battle and 
without fiege. 

It muft however be confeffed that the 
Grecians, animated perhaps by remembrance 
of their priftine valour, did fometimes endea- 
vour to roufe themfelves from their indolence, 
and {hake off the yok® of thofe who boldly 
advanced into the very heart of their country, 
in order to inflave them; but thefe were 
feint attempts, and like a tranfitory flame, 
which is fuddenly extinguifhed; infomuch 
that though the Muffulmen were ftrongly 
repulfed on fome occafions, yet they returned 
to the charge. ‘Thus they attacked the Gre- 
cian empire at feveral times, and at laft fhook 
its very foundations, as will appear in the 
fequel of this hiftory. 

The rapid fuccefs of the Muffulmen dur- 
ing the reign of Waled, gained that prince 
the titles of victorious and conqueror. Not 
that he any way perfonally contributed to 
them ; but he was fo lucky as to be provided 
of excellent generals, who, being favoured by: 
fortune, and guided by confummate expe- 
rience, fucceeded in almoft all their enter- 
prizes: the glory of their atchievements re- 
dounded on the Caliph. And that prince is 
famous in hiftory, as if he had always headed 
his troops, and their {tccefs had been folcly 
owing to his bravery, or skill in the art of 
war. 

As to his perfonal qualifications, authors 
differ widely in the account they give of 

them. 
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them. Syrian writers beftow on Waled the Waren. 
higheft commendations, and look on him to Hegyra 92. 
be the greateft of the dynafty of the Om- © = 711. 
miyans. Arabian authors, on the contrary, 

defcribe him to have been violent, unjuít, 

cruel; in a word, worthy the name they 

beftowed on him, of Pharaëni Ommiyah, 

that is to fay, the Pharaoh of the houfe of 
Ommiyah ; alledging that this prince had 

all the bad qualities of the Pharaoh of Egypt, 

who reigned in the days of Mofes. Others, 

when they name that Caliph, always add an 


invective or malediction. There is one, for 
example, who never calls him otherwife 


than Waled-nam-peled ; that is, Waled whofe 


name is abominable. 


He died in the g6th year of the Hegyra, rig 96. 
: , £r. 796s 








chre of the little gate.” The fame author 
fays, that. this Caliph was tall, that his com- 
plexion was very brown, and his face much 
pitted with the {mall pox, and that he was 
flat-nofed, but that he was otherwife a per- 
fonable man. ‘They make no mention of 
his children, but fpeak of his wives: alledg- 





given 


only to the Arabian Muffulmen fince the time 


of Omar the firt, was beftowed by Chriftian 
authors on all {fuch as profefed Mahometi{m, 


O 2 as 
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Hegyra 96. as well in Arabia, as in Syria, and the other 
Ch. ær. 715- countries under their government. 
Several ftories About a year before Waled’s death, the 
concerning Ommiyans loft the famous Hejage, who had 
—— rendered himfelf fo formidable to their ene- 
mies during the reign of Abdolmelik. Ara- 
bian authors alfo fay that he had a great fhare 
in thofe exploits, which rendered the Ca- 
liphate of Waled fo illuftrious ; but, inftead 
of giving a particular account of his great 
feats and gallant atchievements, they relate 
fome incidents and {ftories, which are of little 
confequence to the hiftory of the Arabians 
in general, and only ferve to illuftrage the 
greatnefs and fingularity of the genius of 


that eminent man. 
It is related, that this general being one day 


a hunting, and having loft his company, 
met with a wild Arab, who knew nothing 
of him. By way of amufement he afked 
the Arab, what fort of man that Hejage 
was, of whom they talked fo much in their 
country. ‘I never faw him” anfwered the 
Arab, ‘* but he is a very crue} wicked man.” 
Hejage, a little furprized, faid to him, ‘* How! 
doft thou not know me?” the Arabian having 
anf{wered in the negative; ‘* I muft tell you 
then, friend,” replied Hejage, “4 that Lam the 
very Hejage you have been {peaking {o ill of.” 
The Arab, without the leaft concern, asked 
Hejage in his turn if he knew him; and he 
an{wered no. ‘* I muft inform you then,” fard 


the countryman, “€ that I am of the family of 
“opel, 





















































the ARABIAN S., 


Zobeir, whofe pofterity are all fools three Hegyra 96. 
days in the year, and this is one of them.” © =t- 715 
Though Hejage was very fevere, and even 
cruel, he could not help laughing at fo in- 
genious a come-off; and, far from punifhing 
the Arab for his indifcretion, he civilly asked 
him the way to find out his companions. 

On a like occafion he came to the entrance 
of a wood, where a fhepherd was feeding 
his fheep. As he galloped thither, the noife 
frighted the flock, and they fcattered and 
ran away. ‘The fhepherd in a fury began to 
curfe the perfon who had fo {cared his fheep, 
Hejage heard him, and inftead of fhewing 
any gefentment, he civilly faluted the fhep- 
herd, and wifhed him peace. The Arab, 
regardlefs of his civility, anfwered in a rage, 
that he wifhed him neither peace nor bleffing. 
Hejage, pretending not to underftand him, 
begged he would give him fome water to 
drink, for he was exceeding thirfty. The 
Arab told him, there was a fountain near, and 
he might alight and help himfelf; for he 
was neither his fellow nor his man, to do him 
{uch a piece of fervice. 

Hegage took all in good part, and did as 
the fhepherd bad him; and being returned, 
he afked the Arab whom he believed to be 


the greateft and moft excellent of all men? 
s Mahomet” anfwered the fhepherd. ‘** And 


what fay you of Ali ?? added Hejage. ‘The 
Arab anfwered ‘* his excellency cannot he 
fufficiently exprefled in words.” Hejage con- 

U 3 tinuing 
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tinuing the difcourfe, afked what he thought 
of Abdolmelik, (then reigning Caliph) and 
Hejage, his general, governor of the two 
Arabians. ‘The Arab was filent, and feemed 
unwilling to anfwer; but on being preflied, 
he anfweied, that he looked on Abdolmelik 
to bea bad prince. ‘‘eWhy ío?” {aid Heyjage. 
= W hiy” replied the Arabian, ‘*‘ becaufe he has 
fent us for a governor, the moft wicked man 
under the heavens.” 

Whilft he was ftill fpeaking, a bird flew 
over their heads making a fort of noife, 
which the Arab had no fooner heard, than he 
looked {ftedfaftly on Hejage, and afked him 
who he was. The general was defirows to 
know the reafon for his curiofity. ‘* The 
bird* which flew by,” faid the fhepherd, 
‘© told me there was a company of people not 
far off, and that very likely you are the chief 
of them.” He foon found he was not mif- 
taken ; for Hejage’s company inftantly came 
up, and exprefied their great joy at finding 
him again. He foon departed, and carried 
the Arab with him, who having then no 
doubt to whom he had been {peaking with 
fo much rudenefs and indifcretion, would 


willingly have been difpenfed with from 


* ‘There were people amongft the Arabians that pretended 
to underftand the language of birds, which they faid had 
been known amongft them ever fince the time of Solomon and 
the queen of Sheba, who had a bird called Huddud, or the 
Houp, who was the meffenger of thcir amours. 


taking 
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The next day Hejage ient for him at 
dinner time, and made him fit down at his 
table. ‘The Arab, before he began to eat, in- 
itead of the grace commonly ufed by Muf- 
fulmen, faid: ‘* God grant that the end of 
this meal may be as fortunate as the be- 
ginning.” 
This grace was taken notice of; but He- 
jage made as if he had not heard it. Whilft 
they were eating, he afked the Arab if he 
remembered the converfation that pailed be- 
tween them the day before. ‘This queftion 
frichted the Arab, who thought he was likely 
to pay dear for the honour of fitting at fo 
great a man’s table. Hejage immediately 
added, ‘“ You muft abfolutely chufe one of 
thefe two things, either to acknowledge me 
for your matter, and then I will retain you 
in my fervice, or elfe to be fent to Abdol- 
melik, to whom I fhall give an account of 
all you have faid of him. 
‘The Arab, encouraged at the propofal 
made him by Hejage, of entring- into his 
fervice, inftantly anfwered, with the fame 
freedom of language he had ufed at their firít 
interview : ‘* There is a third way you may 
take, which feems to me to be much better.” 
« What is that?” faid Hejage. ‘‘It is,” faid the 
Arab“ to fend me home, and that youand I may 
never fee each other any more.” Hejage was 


{fo well pleafed at the ingenuity of the an- 
Uaa {wer, 
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fwer, that he gave the fhepherd ten thoufand 


Ch. ær. 715. drachms of filver, and fent him home ac- 


cording to his defire. 
The behaviour of Hejage on another occa- 


fion, plainly fhewed what he was. An of- 
ficer having been condemned to die, amongft 
many other perfons taken prifoners in the 
battle which Hejage gained over Abdarrah- 
man, the general, to gratify his cruel in- 
clination commanded the execution to be 
performed in his prefence. One of the pri- 
foners, juft as he was going to be executed, 
defired leave to {peak with him; and it being 
granted, the officer addrefied Hejage in thefe 
terms: ‘* It would be no more than an act 
of juftice, my lord, to grant me my pardon ; 
for I well remember that Abdarrahman 
having once reviled you in an exceflive man- 
ner, I told him he was highly to blame, and 
I have ever fince been at variance with him.” 

Upon this Hejage afked him, if he could 
produce any witnefés to prove his having fo 
blamed Abdarrahman ; and the officer named 
another prifoner, who was fentenced to un- 
dergo the fame punifhment. He caufed the 
perfon to be brought before him, and on his 
examination, finding the fact was true, he 
pardoned the officer. He then asked the 
witnefs, if he had alfo taken his part at the 
time Abdarrahman was fo loudly inveighing 
againit him; the undaunted man fiercely an- 
{wered ‘‘ I didnot.” <‘ And why did you not ?” 


replied Hejage, with great warmth. 
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account of the unheard-of cruelties he com- 


mitted, either in the army, or in the places 
under his government; fo that he was much 
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Hegyra 96. then I muft die, and you are fo dex- 

“"-='-715 trous in your predictions, I will fend you 
before me to the other world, that I may 
make ufe of you at my arrival there.” He 
accordingly ordered his head to becut off, and it 
was done upon the fpot. 

Death of That general died *thortly afterwards, aged 

Hejage. only 54 years. His death happened in the 


g 5th year of the Hegyra, and the 714th year 
of the Chriftian æra. 
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The TWELFTH CALIFPH. 


F TER the death of Waled, Soli- 
man-ebn-Abdolmelik, his brother, af- 
cended the throne, and fignalized his acceffion 
ne E to the crown by acts of clemency and hu- 
accefion to Manity, which gained him the illuftrious 
the throne by furname of Mlefitah-al-Kair, that is, € chief 
pina = ce- of good, or of goodnefs.’” He fet at liberty 

oi all perfons that were imprifoned for debs, or 


petty crimes and offences. And this grace 


he beftowed without affording the leaft caufe 
of complaint; for he difcharged the debts 
out of his own purfe, and accommodated 
matters in the other cafes, to the fatisfaction 
of all parties. Soliman was not only admired 
for his humane difpofition, he was alfo re- 
markabte for the foundnefs and refinement 
of his undérf{tanding, and for being one = 
tne 


SOLIMAN. 


Hegyra 97. 
Ch. ær: 716. 
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the beft orators of the age. On the very Soran 
day of his proclamation he made a fpeech, Hegyra 97 
which, on account of its loftinefs of fenti- oat ee pee 
ment, and elegance of expreffion, gained 

him univerfal applaufe, and gave his fubjects 

a high idea of what they might expect from 

fo accomplifhed a prince. 

And it appeared in the fequel that they He difmiffes 


had not formed a wrong judgment of their tne DAG gO- 


vernors, and 


fovereign ; the Caliph in all his actions fhewed appoints pro- 
an uncommon greatnefs of mind, a fincere Per men in 
affection for his fubjeéts, and the utmoft re- S” 934 
gard to the good of the ftate. In the time 
of the Caliphs his predeceffors, the gover- 
nors of provinces had for the moft part, like 
fo many leeches, unmercifully fattened on 
the blood of the wretched inhabitants. So- 
liman fpeedily remedied the diforder. He 
difmiffed fuch as were not fit for their pofts, 
and appointed in their ftead men of merit, 
who were neither ambitious nor felf-inter- 
efted, and who had no other view than the 
good of their prince and the happinefs of his 

pie. 
Pe Soliman at the fame time refumed the Hegyra 98. 
defign of marching againft the Greeks, and ©”: ær- 717- 
of attacking them even in Conftantinople He befieges 
their capital. With this view he equipped a tinople. 
fleet confifting of a ggeat number of fhips, l 
and traníported two hundred thoufand men, 
whọ, marching over Thrace, formed the fiege 
of that metropolis. Whilft they wére car- 
rying on their attacks by land, fifteen hun- 


dred 
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SoLIMAN:; dred arabian fhips, loaded with all forts of 
one "a 95: ammunition and provifions, appeared in fight 
wt, JI. i as 
of the city, and cut off all hopes of relief 

by fea: and it was towards the fea the Sa- 

racens intended to form their principal at- 

Bad fuccefs of tack againft the place. But whilft they 
ee edi- were making preparations for it, Leo, fur- 
named the Ifaurian, who then poffeffed the 

Grecian throne, fent out a number of fhips, 

filled with a combuftible called the greek 

fire, which threw the arabian fleet into the 

utmoft confufion. The Muflulmen, .who 

were ftrangers to the effects of that fire, 

which burns all it faftens on, even in the 


mid{t of the water, were a{ftonifhed to fee 
feveral of their fhips confumed in an in- 


ftant. 

The troops who carried on the attack by 
land, were no fooner informed of the `da- 
mage done to their fleet, than they broke up 
the fege with the utmoít precipitation, to 
get on board the fhips that remained, before 
they were deprived of all means of fafety. 
They failed to the Thracian Bofphorus, 
whence they went to Solernum, where they 
wintered. But through a feries of mif- 
fortunes, which f{eemed to attend the Mut- 
{fulmen in their late enterprize, the feafon 
was fo exceflively rigorous, and ‘the earth fo 
covered with {now during the whole winter, 
that the greateft part of the Muffulmen army 


perifhed with cold and want. 
This 
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This lofs did not difcourage Soliman; he Sverrmas 
made frefh preparations, and refolved he eS ra gd. 


would the next year attempt to take Conftan- 
tinople, {pight of all refiftance. “The Maho- 


{ends afecond 


metan forces were therefore embarked on fleet, which ıs 
board a numerous flees, confifting of large ¢eftroyed. 


{hips and lighter veficls, which fet fail for 
that city. This fecond attempt was ftill 
more unfortunate than the farft. ‘The em- 
peror Leo, encouraged by his fuccefs the laft 
year, fitted out and preparcd a great number 
of the fame fort of fire-fhips as had already 
proved fo ferviceable, in hopes of burning 
the new fleet to afhes. ‘The very winds 
feemed to declare in favour of the Greeks, 
for the Saracens were no fooner under fail, 
than a furious tempeit arofe, which wrecked 
all the large fhips on the coaft of Thrace. 
The lighter {hips weathered the ftorm through 
the skilfulnefs of the mariners: but at the 
very time they thought all danger was paft, 
they wete boarded by the Grecian fire-fhips, 
whg burned a part, and took the remainder 
of their fleet, and all the Muffulmen were 
cruelly flain. 

The Caliph was extremely grieved at this 
fatal event. His fpirits were dejected, and 
he fell into a kind of confumption, which 
brought him to the grave. The taking of 
Conftantinople was his favourate {cheme ; 
and he had ío fet his heart upon that erterprize, 
that the great advantages gained by his gene- 
rals in other countries were difregarded. 

Yezid- 
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SOLIMAN. Y ezid-ebn-Mahaled, one of his moft ex- 
Rr an perienced commanders, had conquered Geor- 

0 C gia, a province of ancient Hyrcania. Having 
The Muflul- totally fubdued the country, he left there a 


men become 


maftersof  fuflicient body of troops to keep the inhabi- 
Georgia. tants in awe, and marched towards Tabar- 
eftan, to make himfelf mafter of that pro- 
vince. But this new enterprize was at farft 
unfuccefsful. Akfhid, who was fovereign 
of that country, marched up to him, gave 
him battle, and gained the victory. The 
inhabitants of Georgia, having been informed 
of Yezid’s defeat, revolted, and cut in pieces 
the troops which the Muffulman ge eral had 


left in the garrifons of that country. Yezid, 
enraged at their revolt, and refolved to inflict 
a fevere punifhment on them for their de- 
fection, concluded a peace with Aktfhid. 
The Tabareftan monarch, who heartily de- 
fired to fee the Saracens at a greater diftance 
from his territories, readily complied with 
Yezid’s terms, and even gave him as eonfider- 
able prefents as he could have made to a 
victorious enemy. He beftowed on him a 
large fum of money, a great quantity of 
faffron, aud four hundred flaves, each of 
which prefented the general with a turban of 
coftly filk in a falver difh. 


Yezid, having thus 4greed on terms with 
that prince, marched into Georgia againft 
the rebels, and offered them battle. Their 
chief, named Marzaban, declined accepting 
it, and fhut himíelf up in a ftrong hold, 

expecting 
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expecting that Yezid’s army would be de- Sotiman. 
ftroyed, if he ventured to befiege him ; but Hegyra 98. 


the event did not anfwer his expectations. 
The Saracen general invefted the place, and 
in a {hort time he began his attacks with fo 
much vigour, that he was foon mafter of the 


town, when he inftantly put to death all fuch 
as were mott active in the rebellion. Marza- 
ban and his chief officers were hanged on 
the fpot, and four thoutand of the moft fedi- 
tious were put to the fword. 

The conqueft of that province, and the 
other advantages which the Muffulmen 
gained at the fame time, might have afford- 
ed confolation to the Caliph for the ill fuc- 
eefs of his defigns upon Conftantinople ; 
but he had the misfortune at the fame time 
to lofe his favourite fon Ajub; which lofs 
renewed his former grief, and fo greatly 
affected his mind, and impaired his health, 
that he was perfuaded all the art of the phy- 


ficians could not reftore him. 
From that time he thought of fetting his 
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affairs in order, before he departed this life 54,6 be his fuc- 








chief care, he was refolved, without delay, 
to name a fucceffor, from whom they might 


meet with the fame regard and affection, as 
he had always fhewed t® them. 


As Soliman left no male children, the 
crown {fhould in courfe have defcended to 
Yezid his brother, who was alfo a fon of 


Abdolmelik ; but as he found Yezid was not 
pofiefied 





and as the good of his fubjects had been his ceffor. 
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poffefed of thofe qualifications which form 


- a good fovereign, and gain him the hearts 
CARI of the people, he without hefitation excluded 
him from the throne, and named in his 
ftead Omar-ben-Abdalaziz his coulin ger- 
man. 

But this nomination was not openly made, 
it was even induftrioufly concealed till after 


his death. A few days before he died, he 
fent for Rhaja his vizir, and ordered him 
in his prefence to prepare a writing, im- 
porting, “ That having the good of the em- 
pire at heart, and having maturely delibe- 
rated on the meafures proper to be taken in 
order to attain fo defirable an end, ‘he ap- 
pointed Omar-ben-Abdalaziz to be his fuc- 
ceffor, he being the moft worthy to afcend the 
throne, and that after his death, Yezid 
fhould poffefs the Caliphate.” 

He figned the writing, and caufed it to 
be fealed before him; and to prevent any 
alteration being made in his limitation of 
the crown, he caufed the chief Muffulmen 
to be affembled, and told them he had 
thought of a fucceffor, but that the perfon’s 
name muft be concealed till after his death, 
and afked them if they would confent to his 
nomination. ‘They all complied, and took 
an oath to acknowledge for their fovereign 
the perfon he had thought fit to appoint. 

This appointment of a fuccefflor was one 
of the laft acts of the Caliph’s life : he died 


at Marbek, acity of Syria, in the forty-fifth 
year 
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year of his age, after having reigned about Sotrman. 





death to a pleurify ; otherstoafurfeit. The 
latter opinion feems the beft founded, as all 
authors agree this prince was excefflively vo- 
racious ; on which fubject they relate ftories 
which are highly imprubable. 

Amongft other authors there arë fome 
who affert, that he fometimes eat for break- 
faft as much as three roafted fheep would 
weigh; and that he afterwards dined in 
aie with his nobility, and eat very hear- 
tily. And it is in general allowed, that he 
daily eat one hundred pounds of victuals. 

This Caliph was a fall lean man, of a fair 
complexion, an agreeable countenance, and 
was fomewhatlame. MHuiftotians never men- 
tion him without the higheft commenda- 
tions: they defcribe him to be a man of 
moft exalted and generous fentiménts, un- 
wearied in his applicatiofi to procure the 
good and happinefS of his fubjects ; ina 
word, as one of the greateít princes that 
ever governed the mahométan empire. 





















three years. Some authors attribute his Hegyra 99- 
Ch. zr. 718. 


In the teign of this prince we have an Rife of the 
account of the rife of the Barmecidez, a fa- Pamecidæ. 


mily which will make 4 great figure amongft 
the Muffulmen tn the hiftory of the Caliphs. 
It is thus related: a Perfian, named Jaffar, or 
Giaffar, who was defcended from the ancient 
kings of Perfia, left his country on account of 
the civil wars which raged there, fled for 
fhelter to Damafcus, and implored Soliman 


VoL. II. X. to 
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to afford him an afylum in his dominions. 
When he was introduced to that prince, the 
Caliph ona fudden turned pale, and com- 
manded him to leave the room, believing 
he had poifon about him. Soliman fufpeét- 
ed it by means of two ftones which he al- 
ways wore on his asm; they were fet in 
manner of a bracelet, and always made a 
little noife by iftriking again{t each other, 
whenfoever any perfon came near the Ca- 
liph with poifon. 

Jaffar was greatly aftonifhed at the Ca- 
liph’s fudden indifpofition, as well as at the 
order he had received to depart. But he 
foon found, by what was rumoured about 
the court, that fome perfon at the audience 
was fufpected of carrying poilfon ; upon 
which he forthwith cleared up the matter: 
he told the courtiers, that the Caliph was 
not in the leaft danger of any defign againft 
his life: that fince the laft revolutions which 
had happened in his country, he had al- 
ways been provided with it; that having 
been long threatened by his enemies with 
an ignominious death, he had taken that 
precaution to avoid their cruelty; and to 
that end had caufed a ring to be made, in 
the bezil of which was contained fo fub- 
tile a poifon, that by fucking ever fo {mall 
a quantity of it, he was fure of dying on the 
fpot, and thereby depriving his enemies of 
the pleafure they expected in putting him 
to death. | 





This 
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This eciairciffement quieted the whole Sotiman. 
court : Jaflar appeared again before the Ca- al So 
liph, and was afterwards highly in favour 
with that prince. Soliman received great 
benefit rrom the wholefome advice the Per- 
fan gave him; amongít other regulations 
which he caufed to be made in the mufful- 
man empire, he prevailed on the Caliph 
to call in all the fpecie, and to coin money 
with much lefs alloy than had been ufed in 
the coin before current in his dominions. 
Jaffar was made fuperintendant on that oc- 
cafion, and ina fhort time the money had 
acquired fuch a degree of finenefs, that in 
all future operations and attempts, they 
could never attain the fame perfection. 

As Jaffar had occafion many times to re- 
late at the Caliph’s court the particulars of 
the revolutions that had happened in his 
tountry, and to mention how often he had 
been on the point of having recourfe to the 
poifon contained in his ring, he frequently 
made uie of the word Barmek, which fig- 
nifits in the Perfian tongue, ‘* to fuck.” 
The Syrians hearing that word fo often re- 
peated, formed it into a furname for Jaffar, 
whoftn they commonly called Jaffar Barméki. 
From whence his defcendants, and in gene- 
ral all fuch of his family as came to fettle in 
Syria, were called Barmekide. At leaft, fo 
Tawarik, an Arabian author, relates the 
matter. 


xX 2 OMAR 





O 





A R 





II. 


The THIRTEENTH CALIPH. 





Omar II. O foon as the death of Soliman was 
Hegyra 99. made public, the vizir Rhaja affembled 
Ch. ær. 718. 


the chief lords of the muffulman empire, 
and laid before them the writing which the 
late Caliph had entrufted him with. It was 
read over, and immediately Omar-ben-Ab- 
dalaziz, whom he had nominated to be Ca- 
liph, was unanimoufly proclaimed, and feat- 
ed on the throne, where they paid him the 
homage due to hrs new dignity. 
Omar's love From the very moment of his advance- 
to Amphcty- ment, he gave proofs of his love to modefty 
and fimplicity; his conduct was diametri- 
cally oppofite to that of the firft Caliphs of 
the houfe of Ommiyah, who were fond of 
luxury and magnificence. When the prin- 
cipal, officers of ftate, and other perfons 
waited on him, in order to attend him with 
the accuftomed ceremonies to the chief 
mofque, where he was to be inaugurated, 
they offered him the fineft horfes in his pre- 
deceffor’s ftables, that he might make choice 
of fuch a number as he thought proper for 


fo auguift a ceremony. Omar refufed them, 
and went on foot with his train to the 


mofque. When he returned, they would 
have conducted him ta the palace appointed 


for 
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for the Caliphs ; but he declared he would Omar II. 
not leave the houfe he had ufually dwelt in. eee 29: 
Some of the principal Muffulmen cenfur- ionia iai 
ed him for his conduct, and told him, they 
could not conceive why he fhould refufe to 
inhabit a palace which the Caliphs, his pre- 
decefiors, had thought themfelves bound to 
refide in. <‘* I would not,” faid he, ‘* in- 
commode either the relations or fervants of 
my predeceffor, who now dwell there: 
more efpecially as my own houfe affords me 
all the conveniences I ftand in need of.” 
This modeft behaviour of the Caliph, 
which could flow only from a good heart, 
was far from being generally approved: on 
the contrary, the courtiers, who were fond 
of pomp and fhew, were, for the moft part, 
excefflively difguited at it; but he on no oc- 
cafion funk more in the efteem of his fub- 
jects, than on account of his conduct to- 
wards the friends and defcendants of Ali. 


He ref?ored to that family the lands called He reftores 


Fidac, which had formerly belonged to = — = 


them: Mahomet gave it as a portion to Fa- Alians 

tima his daughter, on her marriage with 

Ali. Omar appointed a receiver of the rents 

of that eftate, and directed him to pay the 

fame in equal portions to all fuch of the 

Alians as were then living. ‘This favour, 

fhewn to a family which the Ommiyans 

mortally hated, caufed great heart-burnings 

and complaints; but the Caliph difregarded 
X 3 them, 
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Omar Il. them, and foon took a ftep which feemed to 

—— 99°. be of much greater confequence. 
au 719 It has been already fhewn that in the 
oa fuppreffes reign of Moawiyah, the firft Caliph of the 
ee race of Ommiyah, the name of Ali was 
gaint Ali. folemnly profcribed, and that in all public 
affemblies of the people, curfes were de- 
nounced again{ft his whole family. This 
cuftom had been conttantly obferved, ever 
fince the acceffion of the Ommiyan family 
to the throne. Omar refolved to fupprefs it, 
and took the following method to bring it 

about. 

He imparted his defign to a Jew, with 
whom he concerted a converfation that was 
to pafs between them in public, in order to 
bring about what he had refolved in favour 
of the Alians. ‘This done, the Jew appear- 
ed one day at court, at a time the Caliph 
was furrounded by a great number of the 
principal nobility. Omar having perceived 
him, civilly took notice of him, as being a 
man of note in Damafcus, and afked him 
if he had any requeft to make. The Jew 
anfwered, that he was come to wait on him 
about an affair of great importance; that he 
had a favour to beg of him, which was, that 
he would give him his daughter to wife. 

Omar, affecting great furprize, haftily 
anfwered, “ How! what mean you by 
fuch a requeft; are not you of a different 
religion?” «< Did not Ali marry the daugh- 
ter of Mahomet?” replied the Jew. ‘* He 

| did, 





the ARABIAN S. 211 


did, but the cafe is widely different,” faid Omar II, 
Omar; ‘“ Ali was one of the faithful, and Hegyra 99. 
the commander of the faithful.” << What!” SP 55 7'13- 
returned the Jew, ‘* was Ali one of the 
faithful? why then do you daily denounce 
curfes againft him in your mofques ?” 

Upon this Omar, turning to the chief 
courtiers who were then about him, ‘* It 
lies upon you to anfwer this Jew,” faid he ; 
«< for I muft confefs he has fo puzzled me, 
that I know not what to fay to him.” The 
courtiers feemed intirely at a lofs for a reply ; 
and the Caliph finding them filent, faid to 
thofe prefent: ‘* Since it is fo, I from this 
day fupprefs that public form of malediction, 
and inftead of it fhall be ufed this verfe of 
the Koran: ‘** Lord, pardon our offences, 


and pardon alfo our brethren who profefs 
the fame faith with us.” 


This extraordinary change immediately The samp 
raifed great difturbances, and efpecially aa, 
amongft the Ommiyans, who were vexed to 


fee a prince of their family prefume to abo- 
liffe a form which the firft Caliph of their 


houfethad eftablifhed, with a view to procure 
that peace to his defcendants, which they 
could not hope to enjoy, but by depriving 
the Alians of all means of forming a party. 
By degrees the difturbances on this account 
{eemed to be at an end; but it was no more 
than the effect of the profoundeft diffimu- 
lation, to which the Caliph, as wiil appear 
jn the fequel, became a facrifice. 


A The 
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extraordinary preparatfons to be made. 


isis a When the proper feafon of the year for 
b fi oe Con. taking the field was come, he caufed Merwan, 


ftant nople his general, to march towards Conftantinople, 
tea fuc- at the head of a very formidable army 
Merwan invefted the city, and pufhed on his 
attacks with great vigour. But the Greeks 
made a moft gallant defence, and the be- 
fiegers loft a confiderable number pf men. 
The fyrian general, apprehending the fiege 
would be a work of time, wrote to the 
Caliph for a fupply of troops and provifions, 
Four hundred fhips of war, well provided, 
were forthwith fent under the command of 
Dehac; and Merwan received advice that 
this powerful fuccour would be difembarked 


on the coafts of Thrace. 

But, unhappily for the Saracens, the gre- 
cian emperor alfo gained intelligence of the 
arrival of this reinforcement, and took pro- 


per meafures to render it ufelefs. Leo the 


Tfaurian ftill poffeffed the throne. That 
prince, who from a common foldier had 
raifed himfelf to the empire by means of 
his courage and intrepidity, gave frefh proofs 
of his bravery and experience; and after 
having deftroyed the whole force of the Sa- 


raccens 
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racens the precce.’ing year, he was equally 
1uccei{sful on the pretent occafion. 

Leo caufed the mivffulman fleet to be at- 
tacked in the mid{t of the hurry and con- 
fulion of the difembarkation. MNlany of the 
fyrian fhips, which was then left without a 
proper force to defend them, wcre taken by 
the Greeks; and the fire-fhips having been 
{ent out amongit the reft of the faracen fleet, 
ereat part of them were burned, and very 
few. fhips efcaped falling into the hands of 
the enemy. 

-This event fpread a terror among{t the 
troops employed in the fege. But Merwan 
difpelled their fears, and even prevailed upon 
them to carry on the works with the fame 
zeal and courage as they had fhewn in the 
beginning ; telling them, he was perfuaded 
the Greeks could not long hold out, and that 
the intrepidity they affected to make appear, 
was, as it were, no more than the laft pufps 
of their expiring valour. 

But by a tucceffion of frefh misfortunes 
the Syrians loft all courage. Merwan, find- 
ing that all the provifions he was able to 
recover from Dehac’s fleet would laft but a 
fhort time, fent out a large detachment to- 
wards the city of Nice, in Bithynia, hoping 
there to procure a full fupply. But this ftep 
proved very fatal. Whilit the detachment 
was upon the march, it was difcovered by 
{fome grecian lords, who had abandoned 


their caftles to fecure them{felves in the moun- 
tains. 
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Omar II tains. "Thefe lords being of opinion, that if 
Hegyra 100. their vaffals would join them they fhould be 
£h. ær. 719. Arong enough to attack the Saracens, dif- 

patched exprefs meffengers to the feveral 
villages, defiring the inhabitants to take up 
arms. ‘Fhe villagers complied, and joining 
in a body, marched* under the command of 
the nobles, who formed an ambufcade ina 
place through which the faracen detachment 
was forced to march, and the Syrians were 
attacked unawares, and cut in pieces. 


On the other hand, the Grecian fhips tha* 
guarded the ftreights which form the com- 
munication between the fea of Marmora and 


the Black Sea, gave a free paffage to the 
vefiels that carried provifions to the befieged ; 
but they at the fame time kept the fyrian 
fhips in awe, who were afraid of coming 
near them fince they had felt the fatal effects 
of the gieck fire. All provifions being there- 
fore cut off, a terrible dearth enfued, but 
they ftill continued the fiege, They ftrug- 
gled a long time with famine, and endea- 
voured to appeafe it by eating their horfes, 
camels, and other beafts of burthen. petti- 
lence, the ufual concomitant of famine, arofe 
in their camp, and the infection was even 
communicated to the befieged. ‘The Caliph 
having received advice of the difmal con- 
dition to which his troops were reduced, 
ordered Merwan to raife the fiege, which had 


proved *fo deftructive, and to return with 
the army into Syria. 
But 
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But the fame fatality attended them in Owar IE 
their return, as had accompanied them in their Hevia roo 
former operations. “They had the elements Lii di 
td ftruggle with: lightening fell on them, 
and they were affailed by furious itorms ot 
wind during their whole paflage. Great pait 
of their {hips were wretked, and only about 
fifteen of the fleet were able to reach their 
port, and thofe in a very fhattered condition. 

The Caliph, enraged at fo great a lofs, at~ Omar perfe- 

tributed the misfortune to his eafinefs in Cute the 
: : F eT Chiittians 
panne many privileges to the Chriftians. 
He refolved therefore for the future to treat 
them with the utmoft feverity, and fubject them 
to the obfervation of many cuftoms ufed by 
the Muffulmen. He accordingly prohibited 
them from drinking wine, and eating certain 
meats forbidden by the mahometan law ; 
he increafed their taxes one half, and ordered 
that their teftimony fhould no longer be ad- 
mitted in the difputes they might have with 
Mahometans. i 

But the great difappointments the Caliph Hegyra ror. 
had met with in this enterprize, had not the nd mee 
leaft influence on his conduct towards the 
Muffulmen; he ftill governed them with the 
fame tendernefs and moderation as he had 
fhewn at his acceffion to the crown: and 
when any difturbances arofe, or even any 1n- 
furrection happened, far from acting with 
fo great rigour as the moft part of his pre- 
deceffors had done on fuch occafions, he 
ufed his utmoft endeavours to appeafe the 

authors 
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Omar II. authors and promoters of them, and to bring 


Hegyra 101. them to a due fenfe of their duty by peace- 
Ch. ær. 720. able means. 


Shuzib's re- A Muffulman of great note, called Shuzib, 


volt, on ac- i a 
count of the having revolted on account of fome opinions 


fupprefion of touching the law of Mahomet, the Caliph’s 

e e] counfellors advifed Mim to fend out a body 

Au. of troops, and punifh the rebel; but Omar, 
unwilling that any blood fhould be fhed 
about a difference in opinion, declared there 
was no occafion to carry matters to fuch ex- 
tremities, and that he was in hopes of extin- 
guiíhing the rebellion by ufing other methods. 

Tie wrote a letter to Shuzib, and defired 
him to come to court, and difpaffionately 
argue the matter with him: ‘* If you want 
nothing more,” {faid the Caliph to him in 
his letter, ‘* than a reformation of religion 
and the ftate, come to me, and relate your 
grievances, and I will ufe my utmoft endea- 
vours to remove them, without noife or 
further trouble.” - 

Shuzib had already gone fo far, that he 
dared not appear before the Caliph, fearing 
that he fhould at lea{t be feverely reprimanded, 
or might be perhaps even punifhed for his 
revolt: he therefore fent in his ftead two 
men of his party, whom he could rely on, with 
orders to treat with the @aliph on his behalf. 

‘The deputies appeared before Omar, and 
could alledge no other grievances on the part 


of their principal, than the Caliph’s late con- 


du¢t in refpect to the Alians: for as to what 
related 
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related perfonally to him, they owned there Omar H. 
was not the leaft caufe of complaint, and A? i’ 
that the whole world acknowledged hun to 
be a moft equitable .prince. But they 1e- 
prefented to him, that as he was of the 
houfe of Ommiyah, many perfous had taken 
great offence at his fuppreifing the form o1 
malediction, which his predeceffors had com- 
manded to be ufed in the mofques, at the 
time of publick prayer, againft the enemies 
of his family. They added, that this ítep 
had induced mankind to believe he openly 
condemned the Ommiyans, and therefore it 
was not doubted but he would command 
that the fame anathema fhould for the future 
be ufed againft them, as had been fo long 
fulminated againit the Alians. 

Omar, amazed to find that a bare differ- 
ence in opinion could fet men at variance, 
and drive them to take fuch defperate mea- 
fures, anfwered with great mildnefs: ‘* As 
what you require of me relates not to this 
world, but to the world to come, I think I 
fhould commit a great fin in granting your 
requeft. It does not appear that God com- 
manded his prophet to curfe any perfon what- 
foever: nor does it appear, that we ought 
either publickly or privately to curfe any 
fan, even though to our knowledge he 
fhould tead a moft profligate life. Pharaoh, 
who was fo prefumptuous as to arrogate to 
himfelf divine honours, was not publickly 
curfed. As therefore you acknowledge me 
tQ 
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to be juft and equitable, how can you fup~ 
- pofe I will curfe the Ommiyans, who are 
` my relations ; who are of the fame religion with 


me, and who obferve all the fafts, and obey alk 


the precepts, prefcribed to Muffulmen °’’ 
Shuzib de- The deputies were fNenced by this anfwer. 
mands that | They then came te another point, which 
be oxcluiegd. Was one of the main pretexts for their 
from the rebellion: it was concerning the fucceffion 
Oa: to the empire. When the laft Caliph ap- 

pointed Omar to reign after him, he at the 

fame time named Yezid to be Omar’s fuc- 

ceffor. Now, that young prince being a man 

of the vileft character, Shuzib and his ad- 

herents were refolved to exclude him from 
the throne. ‘“ My lord,” faid the deputies 
to Omar, ‘‘ furely a prince {fo equitable as 
you are, will not at your death leave us for 
your fucceffor fo impious and irreligious a2 
man, as he that is appointed to come after 
you, only that you may perform 2 promife 
which was as it were forced from you at the 
time you wefe raifed to the throne ?” 

The Caliph, who well knew Yezid’s dif- 
— was moved at their remonttrances : 
owever, he {trove to pacify the deputies, b 
reprefenting to them, i 























































that the event m 
que{tion was yet at a great diftance; and as 
to what might afterwards happen, they ought 
to truft providence. ‘* My lord,’’ replied 
the deputies with great warmth, “ we alf 
know Yezid, and tremble to think what wit 


become of the empire in the hands of fuch 
@ prince.”’ 
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Omar was fo ftruck at this difcourfe, that 
he was unable to make any reply. fle 
dropped fome tears, and refuming the con- 
verfation, he told the deputies, that he nuit 
take a few days time to confider what tir y 
had offered to him, and that he would foon 
return them his anfwer; atter which he 


dif{miffed them. 


A Q Z AS 
SIO 
Omar Íl. 
Fiegyra 101. 
Ch 
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The publick was foon made acquainted Hegyra 102- 


with all that paffed at this conference. ‘The 
Ommiyans were alarmed, fearing that the 
Caliph, who was diffatisfied with them on ac- 
count of the difturbances they raifed at the time 
the anathema againft Ali was fuppreficd, might 
take advantage of Yezid’s ill conduct, to ex- 
clude him from the throne, and perhaps might 
tranimit the crown to another family. 1 hey 
therefore held a council on the prefent pofture 
of their affairs ; and the refult was that the Ca- 
liph fhould be taken off without delay, that he 
might not have time to put in execution 
the meafures they were fo apprehenfive of. 

They executed their bafe defign by the 
help of one of the Caliph’s flaves whom 
they corrupted. The wretch undertook to 
give his mafter the poifon they put into hts 
hands ; and he adminiftered it in iome liquor, 
the fatal effects of which were foon made 
manifeít. 

An arabian author fays, that the Caliph 
refufed to take any remedy to expel the 
poifon ; and that one of his friends-having 
earneftly prefed him to ufe proper means za 

Ta 
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Conípiracy 
againít the 


Caliph. 
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Omar II. his cure, that prince anfwered him: ‘* I am 
araro fo refigned to the will of the Almighty Being, 
nEn 7*** and fo thorougly perfuaded that his decree, as 
to the term prefcribed for the life of each 
man, is infallible and inevitable, that I would 
not raife my finger to rub my ear, though I 
fhould be affured it veould effect my cure.”’ 
This uncommon refignation brought hinr 
to the grave. He died, after having reigned 
about two years and a half, and being in the 
39th year of his age. He was buried near 
the little town of Maharat, in a place for- 
merly called the monaftery of St. Simeon. 
Arabian writers concur in acknowledging 
his great virtues: above all, they praife him 
for his mercy, modef{ty, and difinterefted- 
nefs. He always wore very plain garments, 
even on days of the higheft ceremony. 
Mojufhon, an author famous on account 
of his vifions, afferts, that he faw Omar in 
paradife, lying in Mahomet’s bofom, having 
Abubecre on his right hand, and Omar the 
firft on his left; that being aftonifhed at 
the preference given to Omar-ebn-Abdolaziz 
over the two firft Caliphs, he afked an 
angel the caufe of it, and the angel an- 
{wered, that Abubecre and Omar the firft, 
had exercifed juftice, and fulfilled the law in 
the primitive times, and in the days of zeal 
for Mufiulmanifm; but that Omar-ebn-Ab- 
dalaziz excelled them all in merit, having 


exercifed the fame virtues amidft a corrupt 
and unjuít age. 
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The FOURTEENTH CALIPH. 
EZID, the fon of Abdolmelik af- Y:7ıb II 


cended the throne immediately after the Hegyra 102. 
death of Omar; but he did not imitate him © ** 7?*- 
either in point of modefty or prudence. He 
feemed in all his actions to take a pride in run- 
ning counter to the conduct of his predecefior, 

whom he never mentioned but with obliquy; 
and with a view to blacken his memory, He 
difmified from the court, allfuch as had enjoyed 
the leaft {hare of Omar’s favour ; and deprived 
of their government all fuch ashe had appointed 


to prefide over the provinees. 


In the firft year of his reign great broils hap- Yezid-ebn- 
pened in Arabia, which were occafioned by a Mahaleb ex- 


cites a revolt 
famous captain alfo named Yezid, the fon ofan ir Arabia: 


eminen Muffulman named Mahaleb, who de- 
rived his pedigree from the princes of Lariftan, 
a little province in Perfia. ‘Thole princes, and 
Mahateb after their example, had fignalized 
themíelves by their bravery and intrepidity : 
Yezid, who poffeffed the valour of his anceftors, 
declared war again{t the Caliph, and at the head 


of his army entered arabian Irak, where he was 


joined by a numerous party. 
Though the Caliph had not the leaft talent 


for war, yet he extricated himfelf on this occa- 
fion in a more advantageous manner than 


VoL. Il. Y could 









































322 The HISTORY of 


Yezip II. could have been expected. He did not 
oe ra re* indeed attempt to command his troops in 
« Fs F2t , 

perfon, but appointed to that office one of 
his brothers, named Mufleimah, who behaved 
on that expedition with equal courage and 
conduct. He beat the enemy, and totally 
routed them. But feveral bloody actions 
firft paffed in which he was always victo- 
rious; though the advantages he gained were 
not always equally great. In the firft battle 
Yezid-ebn-Mahaleb was killed on the fpot, 
after having long ftrove for the victory. His 
brother, named Moawiyah, immediately took 
the command of the army, and made head 
againft the Arabians as long as he poffibly 
could; when he found the fire of his foldiers 
began to flag, and that they were greatly 
difheartened by the lofs of their chief-of- 
ficers, he attempted to make a retreat, and 
took the road to Ormus, in hopes of faving 
the remaimder of his troops. But the go- 
vernor of that place having heard of the blow 
they had received, would not open his gates 
to them; thus Moawiyah was forced to 
fçek another afylum. Mufleimah, who clofely 
purfued him, and who had killed him a great 
many men in divers encounters which hap- 
pened during the retreat, eéntinually haraf- 
fed him as far as the river Indus, where thore 


happened a conclufive action; and Moawi- 
wah having been killed at the firft onfet, the 
remainder of his troops were eafily cut ih 
pieces by the Arabians. 

The 
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The Caliph’s arms were alfo very fuc- Yez7rip 1 
cefsful againít the Turks, who had over run Ho oaar = 
Afia, and penetrated as far as Ade bijan : 
which is the ancient Media. The fame Muf- nel hae iia 
leimah gained a compleat victory over .hem, . eunft the 
and drove them out of the Caliph’s do- Turks 
minions. 

The Saracens were greatly elated by thefe Hegyraır 3 

repeated advantages, and induced to carry ©? ær. 722 
their arms into the fouthern provinces of Th ym ke 
France, which they entered, after having 2n Tp Phon 
made themfelves mafters of great pirt of 
Spain. They took the city of Narbonne 
by furprize, and made it their head quarters. 
They then advanced to Thoulofe, and laid 
fiege to it; but Eudes, earl of Aquitain, 
marching up to them with a numerous army, 
forced them to raife the fiege: and conti- 
fually purfuing and harafling them, he de- 
feated their army near Narbonne, retook that 
city from them, and finally drove them out 
of the dominions of France. 

Whilft the Caliph’s generals were ear- 
neftly labouring to maintain the glory of the 
nation at the head of numerous armies, that 
prince who was naturally indolent and fen- 
fual, paled his time with his women, and 
left to his courtiers the care of the ftate. 

Amongit the women, his ufual compa- Cauafe of the 
nions were two for whom he entertained a death of the 
violent paffion : the one was named Sélamah, ©#!'P® 
the other Hababah. One day, when that 
prince was walking with them in a pleafant 

x g garden 
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fair favourite’s throat, and choaked her, 
fo that fhe died in the Caliph’s arms. 

Yezid was afHiéted beyond expreffion at 
this melancholy accident. Nothing was ca- 
pable of diverting the excefs of his grief; 


on the contrary, he indulged it more and 
more. Vain were the preparations they made 
to pay the laft duty to the remains of that 
unfortunate woman, in order to take from 
out of his fight the object of his grief; he 
would not permit them. He ordered her 
body to be carried to his chamber, where he 
fhut himfelf up for eight whole days, to 
feaftt his eyes with that horrid fpedctacle. 
The ftench of the carcafe, which filled the 
whole apartment, being infupportable to all 
that were obliged to attend there, the Caliph 
was forced to confent to its being removed, 
on the reprefentation of his officers, who de- 
clared they could not poffibly ferve him if 
he kept the body longer. 

It was hoped that time and the abfence 
of the object, would put an end to his for- 
rows, but they became more exceflive ; and 


he was fo unreafonable as to order the body 
of 
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of that woman to be taken out of the ground, HE nam 

and brought back to him. But no perfon at ag i 
would obey the order, and he dared not a ange 
infift upon it. The violence of his afflic- 

tion threw him into a confumptive illnefs, 

of which, having languifhed a fhort time, 

he died, and according to his own com- 

mand, was buried in the fame grave with 


his beloved Hababah. 
Shortly before his death he appointed 


Hefham, one of his brothers, to be his fuc- 





ESHA M-ebn-Abdolmelik was not ĦHesHam. 


d Hegyra 104. 
Ch. ær. 723. 








and ring. And this was the firft news he 

received of his brother the Caliph’s death, 

and of his own acceffion to the crown. 

In a few days he departed from*Rafpha, 

a city in Syria, the place of his ufual ref- 
x 4 dence, 
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Hesam. dence, and arrived at Damafcus, where he 
Hegyra 106. took pofleflion of his new dignity, and re- 


Ch. ær. 72 i w e 

“*>* ceived the homage of his fubjects. 
Zeid par In the beginning of his reign a dangerous 
cutes his = s - 5 
claimtothe tival appeared, who raifed great difturban- 


Caliphate. ces, and caufed him much uneafinefs. It 
was Zeid, MHofein’s” erandfon, and who 
was confequently great grandfon to Ali, the 
pro,-het’s fon-in-law. So foon as he receiv- 
ed advice of Yezid’s death, and Hefham’s 
proclamation, he went with all fpeed to Cu- 
fah, where he had then a ftrong party of 
friends. He held long conferences with 
them, and after great debates on the prefent 
fituation of affairs, they judged they had now 

a favourable opportunity of driving the Om- 

miyans from the throne, which they held 

only by ufurpation ; and they refolved to 

proceed in their defign without delay, that 
the new Caliph might not have time to fix 
himfelf on the throne. 

He is pro- They forthwith raifed Zeid to he Cali- 

claimed Ca- phate, and took the oath of allegiance to 

PRA. Tse “The Cufians, who were ftill fond of 


broils and revolutions, with a kind f en- 

















fovereign could expect from the moft loyal 
fubjects. 


As the ancettors of Zeid had fallen a fa- 


crifice to the treacherous behaviour of the 
Cuhans, 
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Cufians, he ought to have been on his guara, 


and not have founded his hopes on appear- Ch ær. 725 
ances ; but in all probability he flattered 


himfelf that he fhould be able to preferve 
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HESHAM. 


Hegyra 106. 
Ch. ær. 925. 


Jofeph pre- 
vails cn the 
Cufians to a- 
bandon Zeid. 
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tions of the rebels, till he at the fame time 
received advice that their party was broken 
and utterly difperfed. 

Jofeph-ben-Amrou, governor of Baforah, 
having been informed of the tranfactions at 
Cufah, caufed fome ftrong detachments to 
march thither, commafided by able officers, 
whom he furnifhed with proper inftructi- 
ons. His defign was that Zeid's perfon 
fliould be fecured before he was in a con- 
dition of defending himfelf ; and in order 
to fucceed in that enterprize without nove 
or much bloodfhed, he ordered them to 
take all opportunities of infinuating them- 
felves to the confidence of fome of the lead- 
ing men of Cufah, and to endeavour by 
dint of argument or promifes to bring them 
over from the party of Zeid. 

This expedient was as fuccefsful as Jofeph 
could wifh: his offers met with a favoura- 
ble reception : the firit that came over pre- 
vailed on others to follow his example. 
They then began to reflect on the rifque 
they fhould run in carrying on a rebellron 
which would, fooner or later, prove the 
deftruction of the Cufians. In fhort, after 
mature deliberation, the greateft part of 
thofe who had been fo forward in taking 
up aris, immediately laid them down, and 
promifed they would in no wife affift Zeid ; 
thus the party of that unfortunate Mufful- 
man, who had been fo lavifh of their offers 
and promifes to procure him the crown, re~ 


fufed 
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fufed him the leaft afiiftance to prevent his 
falling into the hands of thofe that came to 
feize him. In a word, inftead of fourteen 
thoufand men who had agreed to {facrifice 
their lives and fortunes in his caufe, he had 
no more left than about twelve friends, who 
refolved to die in his defence. 

Though Zeid was thus abandoned, yet he 
refolved to refift his enemies: not that he 
could hope to efcape from thofe who were 
come to arre{ft him; but he chofe rather to 
defend himfelf to the laft gafp, than to be 


made prifoner, in which latter cafe he forc- 


faw he fhould be put to a fhameful death. 








A 


So foon as Jofeph’s men appearcd he re- Death of 


tired, with his few friends, to a place where 
he might fell his life as dearly as poffible ; 
and he was fo perfuaded he fhould foon die, 


that he cryed out as he was going thither ; 
« Iam now in the very fame fituation Hofein 


was: and indeed he fhared the fame fate 
with that illuftrious Muffulman his grand- 
father. For having defended his life a long 
times with a flaughter of a great number of 
his enemies, he received a defperate wound 
on the head which difabled him from mak- 
ing any further refiftance. Of this wound 
he died in a fhort time, and was buried the 
fame day at Cufah. 

Jofeph was well pieafed with the fuccefs 
of his enterprize, but he was forry his men 
had fuffered Zeid to be honourably interred. 


He forthwith fent an order to dig up the 
body, 














Wea. 
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Hesam. body, and hang it on the common gallows, 
Hegyra 100. ag an example to all fuch as were rebelli- 
ima oufly inclined. And he then {ent an exprefs 
to Damafcus, with a particular account of 
the whole tranfaction. ‘The Caliph return- 
ed him thanks, fuch as fo important a fer- 
vice merited ; and cOmmanded him to burn 
the body of Zeid, that not the leaft traces of 
his rebellion might remain. Ahias, the fon 
of that rebel, made his efcape from Cufah, 
to avoid the purfuit of the Caliph’s friends, 
and took refuge in the town of Balk, fituated 
in the country of Turkeftan. 

But whilft they were employed in exter- 
minating the party of the Ahans, theré arofe 
another more formidable, or, at leaft, more 
fuccefsful party, which after feveral attempts, 
at firft attended with no great fuccefs, at 
laft raifed itfelf to the Caliphate on the ruins 
of the houfe of Ommiuiyah. 

Hegyra 109. ‘The party I mean, was that of the Abaf- 


Ch ær. 728. Gans, fo called from Abbas the fop of Ab- 


Rife of th 
Rat wires dolmotaleb, Mahomet’s uncle. Abbas, who 


ty. {ftrongly oppofed his nephew in the begin- 
ning of his miffion, became afterwafds one 
of his moft zealous followers; and was held 
in fo great efteem by his countrymen, that 
in general they paid him almoft as much, 
refpect as they fhewed to the prophet himfelf. 
It is even related that the Caliphs Omar and 
Othman the fir{t, never met him without 


giving proofs of the utmoft veneration for 
him > 
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him ; and that when they were on horfe- Hesnam. 
back, they inftantly alighted to falute him. i a a 

The defcendants of Abbas had always re- ` —— 
fufed to acknowledge the Ommiuyans as lawful 
Caliphs, and confidered them only as ufur- 
pers and tyrants, again{t whom they plotted 
without ceafing. Tht Princes of that fa- 
mily had already raifed many feditions, in 
which feveral of them loft their lives, as 
well in the reign of Omar the fecond,as in that 
of his fucceffors, and particularly of Hefham, 
whofe generals were very active in falling 
on the rebels. But all their diligence and 
force were not fufficient to deftroy them ; 
they “were checked for a while, and then 
made their appearance again with frefh 
vigour. 

It does not appear that Hefham much 
ftirred himfelf during thefe commotions. 
Indeed, if fome alterations he made in the 
government of the provinces are excepted, 
hiftoriars have not mentioned a fingle fact 
relating to the fhare he had in the manage- 
ment of affairs, that is worthy obfervation. 

They fay, in general, that this prince was Hefham’s 
a man of great parts, and an able ftatef{man ; ee 
that he was active, vigilant and laborious ; 

but they at the fame time defcribe him to 

be an avaricious mary, and one who unjutt- 

ly deprived others of their goods, to employ 

them oftentimes in ridiculous expences. 

El Makin, an Arabian author, relates, 


that never Caliph was pofieffed of fo much 
tapeítry, 
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HesuaM. tapeftry, or of fo many robes and garments 
Hegyra t09. of all kinds as Hefham. ‘* We are told in 


Ch. ær. à ; 
ee ao hiftory,” fays he, ‘* that fix hundred ca- 
mels were employed to carry his wardrobe, 


and that he left a thoufand girdles, and ten 


thoufand fhirts.”’ 


Notwithftanding the avarice for which 
Hefham is fo highly blamed, he had fome- 


times humours which put him to an im- 
menfe expence. He was in particular re- 
markably fond of horfes ; and bought all that 
were offered to him, provided they were 
good and beautiful. He kept four thoufand 
of them in a grand {table he built for that 
purpofe. In the upper floor of the buflding 


were lodgings for the fervants and grooms, 
appointed to look after his horfes. 


His ftables and his wardrobe were there- 
fore the two chief articles of his expence. 
As to the reft af his money, he locked it up 
in his treafury, of which he alone kept the 
key. He muft have had immenfe fums in 
bank; for El Makin, the author already 
cited, alledges, that this prince had ftven 
hundred farms, two of which in particular, 
were let at the yearly rent of twenty thoufand 
drachms. 

The expence of his table was extremely 
moderate, and yet it was very plentifully 
ferved, not at his own expence, but by 
means of prefents he received. ‘Thote that 
had once given, were under a kind of ob- 


ligation to continue the practice, and if they 
failed 
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failed of their ufual generofity, he found He-nam. 
means to refrefh their memories; in doing i el pence 
which he condefcended to actions infinitely BES said 
beneath a fovereign. For example, a go- 
vernor of a place having {fent hima large 
baiket full of peaches, the faireft and fineft 
in the province, the Caliph wrote him a 
letter of thanks for the prefent, and at the 
fame time defired he would repeat it. “ J 
received,” faid he, “ the peaches you fent 
me: they were very fine, and admirably 
well flavoured: I defire you will forthwith 
fend me fome more; and pray be careful to 
faften well the bafket, that none of them 
may be ftolen from me.” 

Another officer having made him a pre- 
fent of a large quantity of truffles, fome of 
which were {poiled, Hefham wrote to him in 
the fame {train with the former letter. ‘* Do 
not fail.” {faid he, ** to fend me fome more 
without delay ; but put them in fand, that 
they may not touch one another, for by 
rubbing many of them are fpoiled in the 
carriage. 

It 1s related to the honour of this prince, 
that he was a {trict obferver of his word, 
and that he was very careful that every ar- 
ticle he entered into, either in his treaties 
with the enemies of the ftate, or his engage- 
ments with his own fubjects, fhould be 
punctually performed. 

He was equally exact in the performance 
of all religious duties, and was the firft that 

appeared 
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M o aa appeared at the place of publick worfhip. 
egyra 109. Tt is reported on this head, that his fon ha- 


Ch. zr. 728. 
i ving one day milled coming to publick 
prayers, he tartly reprimanded him for it; 


and the young prince having alledged in his 
excufe that his fervants had not brought his 





The young prince did not murmur at the 


order, but fubmitted to it with a docility 


= fuitable to his mild difpofition. 
— URE But Waled, Hefham’s nephew, and pre- 
s of Wa- , . 
laa. fumptive heir to the crown, was far from 
being fo tractable. He had given himfelf 
up entirely to debauchery, and fhewed an 
utter contempt for all religious matters. 


His uncle had often ferioufly remonftrated 
to him on that account, but it produced no 
other effe&t than to give him a difguft for 


the court, which he foon quitted to go and 
confine himfelf to a houfe he had in .the 













Two mefiengers ‘were 


forthwith 
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forthwith fent to Waled, to acquaint him  HesHam. 


with the news, and to pay him homage. 
That prince could not at firft be prevailed 
on to believe them. As he knew the Ca- 
liph did not love him, he fufpected it was 
a ínare laid for him by Hetham, by means 
of which he propofed to deftroy him for 
having feized on the Caliphate in his life 
time. But the deputies having confirmed the 
truth of the fact on oath, he was convinced ; 
and thinking himfelf already on the throne, 


he forthwith fent fome of his friends to Da- 
mafcus, with orders to take pofieflion of the 


royal treafure in his name. 








Hegyra 109. 


Ch., ær. 726: 


This order was {peedily put in execution. Hefham’s 
And when they found the Caliph was not death. 


dead, as had been fuppofed, they were filled 
with fear. However he fell into fuch repeated 
fainting fits, that during the few days he lived, 
he was in continual agony. Being a little 
recovered from one of the fits, he ordered 
one of his officers to go to Damafcus, and 
take out of the treafury a certain flum of mo- 
ney, which he intended to difpofe of before 
he dyed; but the perfons that were in pof- 
feffion of it by order of Waled, would not 
fuffer them to take it; and they refufed 
with the more boldnefs, asthey had nothing 
to fear from the dying Caliph.. Hefham, 
who was naturally covetous, was greatly 
grieved to find he had nothing left in this 
world. ** O God,” cryed he, ‘* have I been 

then 





of 
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Hegyra 12c. : 
Ch. ær- 742. tary, took the keys of the treafury, and car- 
ried them to Waled. ‘The reft of the off- 
cers without delay prc ceeded to plunder the 
houfe. Which they fo effectually performed, 
that when, according to the cuftom of the 
Orientals, they prepared to wafh the body 
of Hefham previoufly to his funeral, they 
could find none of the utenfils neceflary for 
paying him that laft duty: infomuch that 
had it not been for one of his freed-men, 
named Kaleb, who provided a winding 
fheet, that prince, who was fo rich, and fo 
uncommonly fond of havingallthings in abun- 
dance, would have left this world in as great 
want as the moft wretched of his fubjects. 


Hefham died at Rafpha, in the 125th 
year of the Hegyra, and in the 742d year 
of the chriftian æra, having reigned about 
twenty years. He left two princes, one 
named Soliman, the other Moawiyah, of 
whom mention will be made in the fequel 
of this hiftory. 
Frefh irrupti- During his reign the Saracens made a 
ons of the Sa- frefh irruption into France, under the con- 
France.  du& of a famous captain, named Abdal- 
rahman, by Arabian writers, and by French 
hiftorians called Abderame. Eudes, duke 
of Aquitain, who by the affiftanee of 


France had repulfed them in the inroads 
they 
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they had already made on his territories, Pesta. 

was difturbed by the French themfelves, ag i a. 

who difputed his title to his dominions. ae 
Eudes, being thus expofed to an attack 

from the French, and being apprehentfive 

of a frefh irruption of the Saracens, entered 

into an alliance with one of their celebrated 

leaders, called Munuza, who was then gover- 

nor for the Caliph in Puicerda, a country 

bordering on the Pyrenean mountains: 


and Eudes fo artfully managed his nego- 
ciation with the governor, that he won him 


entirely to his intereft, and prevailed on him 
to declare againft the Caliph and his ge- 


nerabks. 
The more to ftrengthen the alliance, the 


duke of Aquitain gave his daughter in 
märriage to the Saracen governor, who pro- 
mifed to guard her againft all infults from the 
€aliph’s troops. Eudes, having nothing to 
fear from that quarter, undertook fome ex- 
peditions againft the French, and was beaten 
more than once by Charles Martel, who 


was then mayor of the palace, and prince 
ef the French. 

Abdalrahman, taking advantage of that 
juncture to make a frefh irruption, was 
{topped in his progrefs by Munuza, but 
that obftacle was foon removed. Abdal- 
rahman defeated the governor, and purfued 
him even to Puicerda, whence he was 
obliged to fly. He endeavoured to take 
refuge with Eudes, his father-in-law, but 

Vou. Li. L Abdalrahman, 
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Hresnam. Abdalrahman purfued him fo brifkly, and 
Hegyra 125 and haraffed him fo greatly, that he could 
Ch. ær. "420 not effect it: infomuch that Miunuza, find- 

ing himfelf on the point of falling into the 
victor’s hands, chofe rather to put an end to 
his own life. His wife, who was a woman 
of great beauty, was taken prifoner by Ab- 
dalrahman, who immediately fent her to 
the Caliph. 
That general having afterwards entered 
Gafcony, made himfelf mafter of Bour- 
deaux; and pafiing the river Dordogne, he 
offered battle to the duke of Aquitain. 
That prince having made a peace with 
Charles Martel, might have avoided- the 
misfortune that befel him, if he would have 
waited for the fuccours which the French 
were fending him. But, thinking himfelf 
{trong enough to face the Saracens, he join- 
ed battle with them, and his troops were 
put toa total rout. He fled to Charles Mar- 
tel, who had marched with his army to his 
affifttance, and was advanced as far as the 
river Loire. 

Abdalrahman, flufhed with thefe repeat- 
ed advantages, puríued the duke of Aqui- 
tain, and committed terrible ravages in 
Perigord, Saintonge, and Poitou. He was 
preparing to put all to fire and fword in the 
city of Tours, when Charles Martel, having 
come up to him in a plain near that city, 
prevented him from advancing any farther. 


The two armies remained feven days in fight 
of 

































of each other; the firft fix days paffed in Hesuam. 
{kirmifhes, the one hotter than the other . Hegyra 125- 


> Ch. Ær. 2. 
but on the feventh there was a general 


action, in which the Saracen army was al- The Saracen 
moft cut in pieces, Abdalrahman him- La aie 
felf falling in the field of battle. This fig- 

nal victory raifed the courage of the Eu- 

ropeans, who wer now made fenfible that 

the Saracens were not invincible. Hifto- 

rians commonly place this defeat in the 

114th year of the Hegyra, and in the year 

of our Lord 732. 

Some years afterwards, that is to fay, 
about the 736th year of the Chriftian æra ; 
the Saracens re-entered France, and invaded 
the country of Avignon, and many confi- 
derable places in Languedoc. Charles Mar- 
tel again defeated them, and re-took all the 
places that had fallen into their hands. 

This warlike people, far from being dif- 
couraged at fo great loffes, made a frefh 
irruption into France two years afterwards, 
and ravaged the territory of Avignon, and 
great part of Provence. But they were a 
third tıme routed by Charles Martel, who 
drove them out of all their conquefts. 
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W A L E D II. 


The SIXTEENTH CALIPH. 


A T If. H E reign of his Caliph contains 
Hegyra 125. nothing memora le, either in reípećt 
Ch. ær. 742. to the Arabians in genera , or to that prince 


in particular, who feems to have afcended 
the throne only to difgrace it, by his irreli- 
gious and fcandalous life. 


In his early youth he gave great hopes ; 


P 


and it is related, that in the firít part of the 
reign of his uncle Hefham, he acted-with 


great prudence and wifdom. He fhowed 
neither pride nor ambition, nor even any 


great love for pleafure. As he was modeft, 
{weet-tempered, affable, ftudious, and a 
lover of retirement, he was looked on as a 


pattern of virtue, and his future fubjects 
flattered themfelves he would one day prove 


an honour to his crown, and the darling of 
the nation. | 
But all thefe good qualities infenfibly dif- 
appeared. Hefham, who loved that young 
prince as if he had been his own child, had 
always an eye upon him, and was highly 
grieved to find him thys fwerving from his 
duty. He gave him fome wholefome advice, 
which he made a fhew of complying with; 
but it did not produce any good effect: 
Waled continued his irregularities. Depra- 
vity 











Waled’s ime 
piety. 
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vity of manners foon led him to irreligion Watt 1I. 
and impiety; he {poke of the Koran with one! sr 
contempt; and it is afferted, that he one day > li 
even trod it under his feet, in the prefence 
of a company of young gentlemen, who 
were the officers of his houfhold. 

‘The Caliph, wha had till that time treat- 
ed him with gre ¢ indulgence, could not 
help feverely repr manding him for fo pro- 
fane a deed. ‘The prince anfwered the Ca- 
liph with all the infolence of a man harden- 
ed in wickednefs ; and that he might no 


more be troubled with fuch leétures, he 
quitted the court, and retired to a country 


called Arzak, where he refided till the death 


of Hefham. 
There he gave a free courfe to his incli- His debauch- 


nations, and wallowed in luft and debauch- FY: 
ery; and this he did the more openly, as 
he was accompanied only by young nobles, 
who, either through libertinifm, or in hopes 
of making their court to the prefumptive 
heir to the crown, did all in their power to 
indulge his paffions, and promote his irre- 
gularities. 
Though the Caliph was minutely inform- 
ed of all that paffed at Arzak, he was un- 
willing to ufe Waled with feverity ; he only 
{fent for fome of hiselewd companions, and 
threatened he would punith them moft fevere- 
ly, if they were any longer acceflary to his 
leading fo fhamefula life. But thisferved only 
to render Hefham more odious than ever to 


fs 3 Waled, 
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Warep IL. Waled and his companions, whofe chief 


Hegyra 125. 
hy fy Fas, 


¥ie renders 
himfelf con- 
temptible in 
the eyes of 
his fubiedcts. 


converfation was when the happy mo- 
ment would come, that would free them 
from an impettinent cenfor, and raife to the 
throne a prince, from whom they might 
expect the greate{t rewards, and higheft 
honours. 

As foon as that tim came, Waled de- 
parted from Arzak, and ame to Damatcus, 
to take pofieflion of the throne. He was 
proclaimed with great pomp, and as by his 
long abfence from the court, his vices were 
concealed, at leaft from the knowledge of 
the multitude, he was raifed to the throne 
with the confent of the people, and the ap- 
probation of the major part of the nobility, 
who expected to find that prince the fame 
virtuous man he appeared to be at the time 
he refided at Damaf{cus, before he retired 
to Arzak. 

But the new Caliph foon fhewed what he 
really was. ‘The prince being then fure of 
impunity, (which is a kind of appurtenance 
to royal dignity) threw off all referve and 
decency. His debaucheries were fo frequent, 
fo {candalous, and fo public, that they ren- 
dered him contemptible in the eyes of his 
fubjeéts. Even his own relations could not 
help condemning his conduct, which gave 
fo great offence through the whole empire, 
They were no ftrangers to the depravity of 
his heart, but they hoped he would at leaft 
have preferved appearances; and that out 


of 
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of regard to the dignity of his rank, he Water HM. 
would have deferred the gratification of his ii bog Tr 
bafe inclinations, till he had no other wit- ~~ 747 
neffes of his conduét than thofe who were 
his ufual companions in iniquity. 

But Waled was above acting with fuch 

caution; his comm n difcourfe was excef- 
fively licentious; lee paid not the leaft regard 
to modefty, andi as to the duties enjoined 
by his religion, he totally neglected and de- 
{pifed them; not that he had taken a lik- 
ing to any other faith, for he held all reli- 
gions equally in contempt, and followed no 
one in particular. 

However, he performed the pilgrimage to He offends 
Mecca; and he expofed his character in a p prope oF 
country where before he was only known — 
by name. ‘Though he could not be igno- 
rant that wine and dogs were equally pro- 
hibited by the mahometan law, he carried 
a great number of hounds with him, and 
made {plendid entertainments, in which he 
doubly offended his fubjects, both by drink- 
ing wine, and by drinking it to great excefs. 

It-is an invariable rule amongift the Mu- 
fulmen, that women fhould never enter 
their mofques, but perform their prayers 
in the porches. Waled infringed that law, 
to pleafe one of his concubines: he caufed 
her to be difguifed, and not only brought 


her into the mofque, but fuffered her to 
read the prayers in his ftead. 


Z 4. This 
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Waren II. This fhameful action was not immedi- 
Hegyra 125. ately difcovered ; and perhaps it had never 


Ch: BF. 742+ teen known, if the Caliph had prudently 

kept his council: but he had no relifh for 

wickednefs, unlefs he could make his boafts 

of it, and he ridiculoufly gave the Mufful- 

men to underftand jin hat manner he had 

impofed on them; by which means he 
himfelf contributed to increafe the averfion 
they had already entertained for him. 

It may eafily be fuppofed, that under 
fuch a prince, the bufinefs of the {tate muft 
be extremely ill managed: he would have 
have thought every moment loft, that he 
muft have fpared from his pleafures te at- 
tend on the affairs of government. He there- 
fore intirely trufted to his minifters, who, 
in concert with his abandoned favourites; 
managed all things at their pleafure, wjthout 
the leaft regard to law, or the wholefome 
cuftoms of the nation. 

The people Thefe united grievances raifed violent 


loudly com- . ‘ 
Sia auai produced bitter com- 


im. 
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his coufin, who took advantage of thefe 
difturbances to form a {trong party. 

The Caliph was openly condemned for 
his debaucheries, and publickly treated as a 
perfon who was equally a fcandal to the 
throne, and to religion. It was faid, with- 
out the leaft fcruple or referve, that his 
fharmeful actions made all good Muffulmen 


gr oarn 
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groan in fpirit; and that the courtiers, eal 
his bafe companions, had poifoned the mo- ae. " 43. 
rals of the people by their loofe conyerfation, 
and the horrid maxims they propagated. 

Thefe complaints, which were fo treely 
uttered by all perfons, infpired Yezid with 
the moft fanguine hop of fucceeding in the 
defign he had formed to feize the throne. 
He at firft propofed only to depofe Waled ; 
but reflecting that a depofed monarch would 
always be able to make the ufurper uneafy 
in his new dignity, he refolved to get rid of 
him, being perfuaded that no perfon would 
attempt to revenge the death of fo con- 


temptible and detefted a prince. l 
Yezid, having therefore maturely weigh- bae bog 

ed the defign, refolved to put it in execution on. 
without delay. He armed the confpirators, 

and putting himfelf at their head, he march- 

ed to the palace, and forced the outer 

gates, after a fharp difpute with the guards. 

This attack raifed a great tumult, which 

foon reached the Caliph’s ears. Waled, 
finding his perfon was in danger, armed 
himfelf, and ftood on his defence, with part 

of his courtiers. ‘The confpirators having 
forced their way into the fartheft apart- 
ments, fell with great fury on the Caliph, 

who made a ftout refiftance, and fhewed 

much more bravery than was expected from 

him: but having long ftood his ground, 

he was at laft borne down by numbers, and 


flain. 







































Thus 





346 The of 


Waren Il. Thus fell the unhappy Waled, who is 
i 126. reprefented by hiftorians as a prince addicted 
Ch. ær. 743- to all kinds of vice, without the leaft tincture 


of virtue. 
His charaé¢ter. El Makin hath left us this particular de- 


{cription of Waled: ** He was,” fays he, 
« of a middle fize, fair, and of a handfome 


countenance; his hair oegan to grow grey. 
As to his difpofition, he was impious, de- 
bauched, prepofefled with falfe opinions, 
and given upto all forts of vices: but he 
was a great poet, and an able orator. In fhort, 
his whole ftudy was how to refine upon 
pleafures, and pafs his time agreeably.” 
This Caliph died in the 126th yedr of the 
Heegvraand the 74 3d year of the Chriftian æra, 
having reigned about fifteen months, and 
being then about forty-two years old. 
weet we In the beginning of Waled’s reign, Ahias, 
Ahias. the fon the fon of Zeid, was put to death. He re- 
BE ARI volted againft Hefham, (as has been already 
mentioned in the hiftory of that Caliph) 
and having taken refuge in the city of Balk, 
immediately after his father’s death, he con- 
cealed himfelf there almoft fixteen years: 
but he was at laft difcovered ; and as it was 
the intere{t of the Ommiyans to deftroy all 
fuch as might raife any difturbances in fas 
vour of the houfe of Ali, they condemned 
him to die. He was hanged on a crofs ; his 
body was burned, and the afhes thrown into 


the Euphrates. 
YEZID 








X EB A I D III. 


The SEVENTEENTH CALIPH. 


EZID was fon-of Waled, the firft of Yezrp III. 
that name, gtandfon of Abdolmelik, Hegyra 126. 
and coufin-germar’ to Waled the fecond, Ch. ær. 743- 


(the laft Caliph) whofe crown he ufurped, 
and whom he put to death. 

The new Caliph was proclaimed without 
the leaft oppofition. His predeceffor had fo 
imbittered the minds of all his fubjects, that 
they were pleafed to find themfelves freed 
from fo odious a monfter; and tho’ he at- 
tained the crown by affaffinating his relation, 
it was fo far from being imputed to him as 
acrime, that he thereby gained the votes of 
the leading men in Syria, who voluntarily 
came to acknowledge him for their fove- 


reign, and took the oath of allegiance to 
him. 
But things were not carried fo f{moothly The people 
in the other provinces of the empire, where sem 
they feemed to threaten an approaching iit al 
{torm. Yezid was foon informed of the 
pofture of affairs, and took wife meafures, 
by which he allayed the great fermentations 
arifing in the minds of fome of his fubjects ; 
which were by fo much the more dangerous, 
as they were grounded on the {fpecious pre- 


text of reyenging the death of a monarch, 
bafely 
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Yezid Ill. bafely affaffinated by a faction, whofe chief 
cpsyra 126. had by their affiftance ufurped the throne. 

— a The principal reafon he had to fear that 

the pretended avengers of the death of Wa- 

led would have recourfe to arms, was, that 

they were headed by a captain named Mer- 

wan, who was formidable, not only on ac- 
count of his bravery and experience, but 
thro’ the pretenfions he might form, as he 
was defcended from the houfe of Ommiyah. 
It is true, he was only a collateral branch of 
the reigning family; but that was fufficient 
to entitle him to difpute the crown, and 
even to attain it, If fortune fhould fecond 
the attempts he was in a condition to 
make. 

Yezid extricated himfelf from this diff- 
culty like an able politician; he did not at- 
tempt to argue with the mutinous people, 
who are feldom capable of hearing reafon : 

his fole view was turned towards the chief; 
and he wifely judged, that by gaining him 
over, the reft of the faction would foon 

difperfe. 
The Caliph In confequence of that refolution, he en- 
i tered into a treaty with Merwan ; and after 
gaining over fome conferences, he prevailed on him to 
their chief. quit the party, in confideration of the go- 
vernment of Mefopotamia, one of the beft 
governments in the empire, which he be- 
{towed on him. The rebels, being deprived 
of their head, and being at a great lofs for 
a proper perfon to fupply his place, eS 
y 
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bly diffipated, and the impending danger ¥#71p IU. 
g 26. 


was averted. 
Yezid had not the fame fuccefs in his un- 


dertaking againft the Emeffians, who had 





The Finet- 
fians pedit 


thought fit to puton the deepeft mourning in their re- 
after Waled’sdeath. The Caliph gave them vol. 





to underftand that he was difpleafed with 


their conduct, and that it would be pru- 
dent in them to lzy it afide. The Emef- 


fians paid no regard to the intimation. Yezid 
enraged at their obftinacy, fent a body of 


troops to compel them; but the attempt 
did not fucceed. On the contrary, the Emef- 
fians marched out of the city in order of 








with any bad confequences; and, indeed, the 
Caliph had not time to undertake any con- 
fiderable enterprize: he only, as it were, 
made his appearance on the throne, and 
died, after having reigned five months and 


fome fèw days. 
El Makin who gives a defcription of 


this Caliph, fays, that as to his perfon he 
was lean, and middle fized, and that his 
complexion was tawny, and his beard thin. 
As to his mental qualities, the fame author 
adds, he was a man of good underftanding, 
and that he expreffed himfelf with equal 


grace and energy. He was likewife a {cru- 
pulous 
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IBRAHIMe pulous obferver of his word, and did {trict 

reg il 120. juftice to all that appeared before him. They 

«43° wave him the furname of Al-Nakés, which 

fignifies, ‘* Bad paymatter ;’’ by reafon, that 

having been in great want of money, he 

lowered the pay of the foldiery, which his 
predeceffor had confiderably augmented. 


I B R A H I 





M. 





The EIGHTEEENTH CALIPH, 


IBRAHIM. 


¥legyra 127. 
Ch. er. 744: 





He was fcarce feated on the 
throne, when Merwan rofe up in arms, and 
endeavoured to drive him from it. It has 
been fhewed that Merwan had already re- 
volted from Yezid, and was pacified by being 
appointed governor of Mefopotamia. Being 
pofiefied of a government of fo great im- 


portance, he was enabled to refume his for- 
mer defign. 











extraordinary 
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extraordinary preparations, than to repel the lIsranım- 
enemies of the ftate, and in paiticular the tHegyra 127- 
Alians, whofe party, though often cruíhed, ee 
rofe again out of its own ruins, and was 
continually hatching frefh defigns again{ft the 
reigning monarch. 

Though Merwan feigned to have the good 
of the Qmmiyans fo much at heart, yet he 
did not fcruple to attack Yezid; and he took 
up arms againft the fucceffor of that prince, 
who was of the houfe of Ommiuyah, as well 
as Merwan himfelf. 

That ambiticus prince, who was now de- Merwan foli- 
firous of bringing his grand project to a con- <s eel rare 
clufion,- and of placing the crown upon his Stee tah 
own head, took advantage of the weaknetfs Caliph. 
of the newly-elected fovereign, to reprefent 
to the people, that the Caliph, being deftitute 
of the talents neceflary to fupport the dignity 
of his ftation, the enemies of the Ommiuiyans 
would certainly attempt to deftroy that houte, 
and would caufe the crown to go into 
another fafnily: that it was therefore incum- 
bent @n them to depofe the Caliph, without 
delay, and to fet up in his ftead fome one ot 
the Ommiyans who had underftanding, cou- 
rage, and ftrength enough to raife the glory 
of that name, which had been greatly funk 
By the want of merit and talents in moft of 
the laft Caliphs. 

Thefe remonftrances were effectual. His 
propofal met with great applaufe, and, warm 
with concern for the glory of the Ommauyans, 

they 
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IseraniM. they told Merwan, they knew not any man 
Hesyra 1:27. of the family fo fit to appear with dignity 
' on the throne, as he; and there was no 

need of further deliberation. That as he had 

under his command an army fo devoted to 
his fervice, he ought inftantly to take the 
field, and bring abeut, without delay, fo 
defireable an event. Merwan, who was de- 
lighted to find the train had fo well taken, 
immediately began his march towards Da- 








mafcus. 
instance m As he paffled by Hems, he was proclaimed 
hie.” Caliph by the inhabitants of that city, who 


alfo gave him a reinforcement of troops to 
affift him in his enterprize: after which he 
continued his march to Damatfcus. 


a Ibrahim was no fooner informed of this 


him’s army. terrible infurrection, than he raifed forces 
with all poffible fpeed, in order to march 
up to his enemy, and give him battle. He 
was foon at the head of fourfcore thoufand 
men, with which he went forth againft the 
rebels. But the army confifting of troops 
raifed in hafte, undifciplined, and unpro- 
vided of a good leader, was of little ufe to 
the unhappy Ibrahim. However, he boldly 
{tood his ground, and fhewed more valour 
thancould be expected : butthe brave Merwan 
eafily routed this raw diforderly multitude. 
Ibrahim, finding all was loft, refolved to 


retreat, and went and fhut himfelf up in 
Damafcus. 














Merwan, 
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Merwan having puifued him, foon ap Merwan IL. 
peared before the city. He was preparing (e8yr4 127- 
to form the fiege, when the inhabitants ~~~ 744 
opened their gates to avoid the horrors of 
being plundered, and furrendered at difcre- 
tion. Merwan immediately took poffeffion 
of the place; and the farft ftep he took was 
folemnly to depofe the Caliph. That affair Ibrat m s 
paffed without the leaft tumult, and Ib-ahim “P°'** 
was reduced to the neceffity of leading a 
private life. In confequence of which they 
gave him the furname of al-Maklu, that is 
to fay “ The depofed.”’ ‘Thus ended the 
Caliphate of that prince, after a duration of 
two months, and fifteen days. 


Authors are divided as to the time Ibrahim 
lived after his degradation. Some fay he 
was killed at the end of three months: 
on the contrary, others affert that he did not 
die till five years afterwards, in the 132d 


year of the Hegyra. 














M E R W A N II. 


The NINETEENTH CALIPH. 





ERW AN, the fecond of that name, 


was the fon of Mahomet, and great 
grandfon of Merwan the firt. And con- 
fequently belonged to the illuftrious houfe 


of Ommiryah. 
VoL. 1l. Aa That 
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Merwan II. ‘That prince, who was one of the greateft 
n 127- captains of the age, was capable of raifing 

a 14% the glory of his family by his bravery and 
wernans intrepidity, of which he had given proofs 


on ileal from his moft early youth; but principally 


fince he got footing in Mefopotamia. They 
gave him the furname of al-Hemar, that is 
to fay “ The afs,” a name, which did not 
fignify a ftupid heavy nature, like that animal, 
but on the contrary denoted the vigour, 
ftsength, and courage of the general, whom 
they called fo. It was an allufion to the 
afles of Mefopotamia, where thofe animals 
are large, robuft, indefatigable, and fit to 
be made ufe of amidft the din of war, at 
which they are not terrified; for which 
reafon they gave Merwan the name of al- 
Hemar, and commonly ufed to fay of that 
prince, ‘* The afs of Mefopotamia will never 
turn his back on the battle.” 

That illuftrious captain, who had received 
from the hands of nature a noble, generous, 
magnanimous heart, was filled with indig- 
nation when he reflected on the mean pufil- 
lanimous and abandoned lives of fome of the 
lat Ommiyans who had poffeffed the throne. 
Animated with a defire of reftoring to hiş 
family the luftre with which they had been 
formerly adorned, he refolved forcibly to 
take the crown from princes who did not 
deferve to wear it; and in placing the dradem 
on his own head he propofed to convince the 
hole muffulman empire that they had at 


laít 
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laft a fovereign worthy to command them, Merwan IL 
But by a ftrange contraft, the caufe of igh ss 127. 
which is only to be found amidit the mytf- near ae 
terious decrees of that Being who difpenfes 
crowns, principalities and dominions at his 
will and pleafure, the Ommiyans who had 
always flourifhed under weak, and wicked 
princes, met with their ruin under the go- 








that ever filled the throne. In a word, he 


was the laft of th dynafty of the Ommiuyans. 
The crown was taken from them for ever, 
and was placed on the head of the rivals to 


that family. 
After Ibrahim’s defeat, Merwan entered Merwan is 
prociaimed 


Damafcus in triumph; depofed that prince, Palioh in ail 


(as has been already faid,) and was immedi- the provinces. 
ately proclaimed Caliph in his ftead ; Egypt, 
Syria, Mefopotamia, and the reft of the 
provinces, followed the example of Damat- 
cus: they acknowledged Merwan to be their 
fovereign, and feemed difpofed to afford him 


affiftance to fecure him in the poffeflion of 
his new dignity. 

And that prince had great need of it; for 
he was difturbed during his whole reign by 
a fucceffion of wars, factions and commotions, 
which continued till his death. He had 
enemies, not only amoneft the Alians, but 
even amongtft the Ommiyans, fome of whom 
took up arms to punifh him for his ufurpa- 


tion, and avenge the death of Ibrahim. 
A a2 Hakem 
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Mrrewan I. Hakem and Othman, both of them fons 
Hegyra 127. Gf Waled, raifed forces and attacked Merwan. 
eek A They were foon punifhed for their pre- 
He dettroys fumption; the Caliph defeated them and 
thofe that re- : . 
fufe toac- took them piifoners; and that he might have 
knowledge nothing to fear from thofe princes, who 
aiii feemed ftrongly inclined to oppofe him, he 
put them both to death. 
Hegyra 128. He was equally fuccefsful againft Soliman, 
Ch. ær. 745- fon of the Caliph Hefham who had given 
He beats So- him battle at the head of a numerous army. 
ee, Tn Merwan obtained a compleat victory over 
prifoner. his troops, cut more than fix thoufand of 
them in pieces, and took Soliman prifoner. 
This latter had a proof of the Calrph’s 
generofity, who granted him his life, fo 
foon as he had acknowledged him to be 
Caliph. However he kept him prifoner ; 
and when he departed from Damafcus to go 
to Harran, a city of Mefopotamia, where 
he ufually refided, he carried with him So- 
liman and Ibrahim, whom he had alfo im- 
prifoned after his depofition from the Caliph- 
ate. Hiftory makes no more mention of 
the latter, who pafied the reft of his days 
in {fuch obfcurity, that it is uncertain, (as I 
have already obferved) whether he died three 
months after his confinement, or whether 
he lived till the 132d year of the Hegyra. 
El Makin follows fome other authors, and fays, 
Merwan made him fuffer the death of the 


cro{s. 














As 
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As to Soliman, though Merwan was far Merwan Il. 
from confining him ftrictly, and gave him — Les 
the faireft promifes that he would not put. | ii 
him to death, that prifoner could not truít yg 
the Caliph. Inraged to fee Merwan on a joins Ibra- 
throne to which he thought he had a much Pimm's party 
better title, as difcending lineally from a 
prince who poffeffed it before the Caliph, he 
could no longer bear to continue at his court. 
He fecretly fled with a few faithful friends, 
and went to a famous Alian, called Ibrahim 
ebn Mohammed, who had been acknow- 
ledged by the feét of Ali, and that of the 
family of Abbas, otherwife called Abaffians, 
to be Imam or chief pontiff, a dignity in 
which he fucceeded Mahomet his father. 

Soliman and his train greeted Ibrahim 
in that quality, and further they acknowledged 
him to be Caliph, and took the oath of 
alleigance to him. Soliman then introduced 
to that prince the officers who had followed 
his fartune, and caufed him to take par- 
ticular notice of a famous Muffulman named 
Abu Muflim, and faid of him to the new 


Calfph, “ That I may give you an un- 
queftionable proof of the uprightnefs of my 
intentions, I prefent to you this officer, whom 
I have prevailed on to quit Merwan’s fervice, 
in order to follow my example.” 

This Abu Muflim was a prince of the He prevails 
race of Ommiyah, who had gained a high 97 Abu Mul- 
reputation at Merwan’s court, ‘Though he doe Caliph. 
was ftill young, the Caliph had raifed him by 
A a 3 fudden 
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Merwan Il. fudden degrees to the moft eminent poft in 
—— 128. the army, and had beftowed on him the 
ete Fee. : 
government of Mefopotamia, one of the 
beft in the whole muffulman empire. It 
is not faid what inducements he had to quit 
the court of Syria, without regard to the 
intereft of his family, and in breach of that 
gratitude he owed to his relation and bene- 
factor, to whom he wasaindebted for his 
great preferment. ‘The in{'nuations of Soli- 
man, it feems, got the better of his fenfe of 


honour: Abu Muflim fuffered himfelf to 


be led aitray, and entered into the fervice of 
the Abaffians. Ibrahim received him with 
the greateft marks of diftinction, and ap- 
pointed him governor of Chorafan. 

Hegyra 1209. So foon as it was known in Arabia that 


h. zr. a 
Ch. zr jii Soliman and Abu Muflim had quitted the 
Great readi- party of the Ommiyans, and joined the 
neís of the 


rebels to fup- Alians and Abaffians, who were faft friends 
port Ibrahim. to Ibrahim; a great number of Muffulmén 
came to Hunain, where he ufually rtfided, 
to offer their fervices: and as he was notin 
a condition of appearing in a manner fuitable 
to his dignity, each of them contributed a 
confiderable fum of money to enable him to 
make a proper figure. As there was no 
mofque at Hunain, they even built one there. 
In fhoit, Ibrahim was {foon furrounded by a 
numerous and {plendid court, and wanted 
nothing but a good army to oppofe fo for- 
midable a rival as the Caliph of Syria. 
Ibrahim, 
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Ibrahim, inftead of bending all his views Merwan 1I. 
on fo important a point, imprudently flhewed aore 4 
a greater defire of appearing with pomp and = 
ceremony amongit the people of Arabia. poA ekg 
He refolved on going a pilgrimage to Mecca, Mecca. 
and gaye early notice of his defign, that all 
his followers might have time to make fuit- 
able preparations on the occafion. He entered 
that city with a numerous train, a great 
number of carrmges, camels, and beafts of 
burthen, which“ were loaded with all forts 
of provifions. Ina word, nothing was want- 
ing that could ferve either for fhew or con- 
venience ; but they unfortunately had omitted 
to provide a ftrong body of troops to efcort 
the caravan on its march. 

Merwan, who had his {pies in all parts, Hegyra 130. 
was informed of the journey at the very time Ch. ar. 747- 
it was fir{ft propofed, and before it was re- 
folved on. He forthwith fent an exprefs 
from Harran, where he then refided, to 
Damatfcus, with orders for the governor to 
fend out a flying camp of chofen troops, and 
caufe them to form an ambufcade on the 
road from Mecca to Hunain. This order 
was executed with the utmoft expedition ; 
however the fyrian troops did not arrive at 
the place appointed, till Ibrahim and his 
retinue had reached Mecca. 

‘The commander of the fyrian detachment The caravan 
had therefore full time to prepare the am- ts 4ifperfed, 
bufh, in order to attack the caravan on its hee oe 
return; and he acted with fo much prudence foner. 

Aag and 
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Merwan Il.and caution, that his defign remained a pro- 
Fesyra 130 found fecret. Ibrahim and his train having 
Ch. æt- 747- Jefe Mecca to return to Hiunain, the Syrians 
who waited for them at the pafs, fallied out, 
and furioufly falling on the company, who 
were almoft defencelefs, they put to the 
fword all fuch as made any refiftance, and 
totally difperfed the remainder. 

Ibrahim was taken prifoner on this occa- 
fion: Merwan was very defiious of getting 
him into his power; and therefore he had 
given {trict orders, that in cafe of refiftance, 
they fhould fpare Ibrahim’s perfon, and ufe 
their utmoft endeavours to take him alive. 
‘Fhe attendants of that Imam were therefore 
the only perfons who fuffered in this attack. 
For after the flaughter of fome of the chief 
officers of his court, they feized him, and did 
not trouble them{felves to purfue the fugi- 
tives. 

This illuftrious prifoner was forthwith 
conducted to Harran, and brought before 
the Caliph, who ordered him to be imme- 
diately put in chains, and carried to prifon. 
Ibrahim forefaw his deftruétion was ine- 



































vitable, however he was lefs affeéted at the 
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fifting, who were able to difpute for, and 
even to deprive them of the throne. 
Full of thefe ideas, Ibrahim, though loaded 





aon! 


Mrrwan Il. 
Licgjia 130. 
ih 2. 4. 


Ibridiiin . 4 


with chains, refolved to appoint a perlon to ,emt bul 
fucceed him. The fteps he took for that Abbas to be 


purpofe are not certainly known, but fome 
authors relate that he found means to write 
to his brother, and acquainted him with his 
condition; and they further add, that he 
entreated him to ‘srofecute his claim to the 
Caliphate which was his birth right, and in 
the fame letter nominated him to be his 
f{ucceffor. 


his fucecflor, 
and he 1s ac- 


Lnowledged. 


his letter was faithfully given to Abul Hegyra 131 
r 1 pn 
Abbas; who communicated the contents of &® *" 74: 


it to his brother’s followers, and to all the 
friends of his family in general. They de- 
plored Ibrahim’s unhappy fate, in falling into 
the hands of fuch an enemy as Merwan; 
but unwilling to loofe time in ufelefs lamen- 
tations, which would be particularly fo in 
the prefent juncture, they immediately pro- 
ceeded to the inauguration of Abul Abbas: 
and the Abafiians fideing with them, like- 
wife proclaimed him Caliph, at Cufah, with 
the greateft folemnity; and that the new 
Imam might not be fubject to the fame mif- 
fortune as had attended his brother, they 
raifed a confiderable body of troops for the 
fecurity of his perfon. 

During thefe commotions in Arabia, Mer- 
wan was confidering in what manner he 


fhould deal with Ibrahim. Some of the 
Caliph’s 
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Merwan U.Caliph’s friends advifed him only to con- 
one. si ay demn him to perpetual imprifonment, be- 
„Ar: FAS. : 5 ‘ 
caufe that by putting his competitor to death, 
as he feemed inclined to do, he would run 
the rifque of an infurrection of the whole 
party. Buc Merwan remonttrated to them, 
that if he fhould detain that Imam in prifon, 
all Arabia would rife up in arms to procure 
his liberty ; whereas his death might put an 
end to the difpute, and confequently to 
the rebellion. | 














Merwan puts 
Ibrahim to 
death. 








blood of the Imam of their churcH, was 
held to be facred in the eyes of the people, 
Merwan, to avoid being charged by them 
with having ípilt it, patched upon a particular 
kind of punifhment. Some fay he ordered 
ibrahim to be drowned; others, that he 
caufed his head to be thruft into a fack of 


quick lime, which foon ftifled him 
Ibrahim, at his laft moments, made no 


fecret of the means he had ufed to ftir up a 
rival againft Merwan, capable of finding him 
full employment, and of taking open ven- 
geance for his cruelty. He therefore de- 
clared that he had appointed his brother 
Abul Abbas to be his fucceffor, and doubted 
not but he was in the actual pofieffion of 
that dignity. 

This menacing declaration had no effect 


on Merwan. He confidered it only as the 
enet 
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effect of defpair, and entertained not the 
leaft apprehenfion that any wl contequence 

could enfue ; but things took another turn. 
The party of the Abatiians, far from being 
terrified at the cruel treatment which the 
Caliph had beftowed on their Imam, were 
furioufly enraged againit Merwan, and loud- 
ly cried out, that the death of Ibrahim 
muft be avenged: that in puniling him 
the Caliph had in*ringed the laws, and that 
it was high time to reftore to the lawful heir 
a crown which the Ommuyans had pofieđed 
only by ufurpation. 

The party of Abul Abbas was creatly in- 
creafed by means of thefe clamours, and in 
a fhort time he was joined by a great num- 
ber of malecontents; who exprefied the 
utmoft readinefs and defire to march under 
his ftandard, and hazard their lives and for- 
tunes in his Teewick, 

W hilft thefe formidable enemies p”. the 
Ommiyans were making preparations at 
Cufah, another foe appeared in Perfia, who 
affumed the title of Caliph. According to 
fome he was called Zulcimin, others give 
him the name of Soliman: But however 
that was, though the new Caliph wasa man 
of an indifferent character, and had not 
much courage or military fkill, he artfully 
raifed a confiderable party, feducing the 
people by propagating amongít them a fpe- 
cious doćtrine, and exellently well calcu- 
lated to ete 
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Merwan Il. 


Hegyra 132. 
Ch. 2r- 749- 


His new doc- 
trine gains 
him many 
followers. 


Zulcimin ap- 
points Cathi- 
bad to be 
general of his 
forces. 
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He maintained that man was free-born> 
that liberty was a natural and primitive law, 
and therefore flaves, and other fervants had 
a right, or rather were under an obligation 
of fhaking off the yoke, and even of de- 
ftroying their mafters, if they refufed to 
embrace the doétrine he preached. 

Maxims fo favourable to the multitude, 


- foon raifed great commotions ; there was al- 


moft a general infurre¢tion of the flaves 
in Perfia ; and each man {trove to put him- 
felf under the protection of a fovereign who 
fet himfelf up as the reftorer of the rights 
and priviledges of humanity. r 

Zulcimin finding himfelf at the head of 
a prodigious number of troops, which had 
been raifed upon the credit of his do¢trine, 
began to think of making ufe of them; and 
as he knew, and confefled he was unfit to 
command in perfon, he had at leaft pru- 
dence and difcernment enough to nominate 
a general of confummate valour and experi- 
ence. He had then with him the famous 
Cathibad, a captain who did fuch fignal fer- 
vices to the Ommiyans, during the Caliph- 
ate of Waled the firft. For what reafon he 
quitted their party, and joined Zulcimin, 
does not appear; but it is certain he ferved 
him with the fame zeal and fidelity, as he 
fhewed when he bore arms for the Ommi- 

ans. 
7 Merwan was foon informed of the difí- 


turbances that prevailed ir his Empire, as 
well 
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well in Perfia, as in Arabia Fle remained MerwanIl 


undaunted at the news, being hrmly per- Hegyra 132. 
Ch ær. 749- 





my of one hundred thoufand men; this ar- 
my was commanded by a famous general 
named Iblin, an officer, in the opinion of 
Merwan, the moft capable of oppofing Ca- 
thibad. 

The two generals equally pleafed to find FheCaliphs’s 
an opportunity of fignalizing themfelves, army is de- 
foon came in fight of each other. Merwan’s S 
army was {tronger, that is to fay, more nu- 
merous than the troops of Zulcimin; but 
the fuperiority did not prevent Cathibad 
from being the firf{t to attack : the firft onfet 
was fo furious, that it abfolutely decided the 
battle ; Iblin was defeated, and his troops 
fo totally routed that he could not pofifibly 
rally them. 

This advantage was followed by another, 
almoft equally confiderable ; Iblin having 
affembled the broken remains of his army, 
and received a ftrong re-inforcement from 
Merwan, was refolved to ftand another 
brunt with Cathibad, in hones of wiping 

out 
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Merwan If 
Hegyra 132. 


Ch. xr. 749. 


Death of Ca- 
tHhibad. 


Abdallah ra- 
vages Me- 
{opotamia. 


The HISTORY of 


out the difgrace of his former defeat. But 
he was routed in this action alfo; the fuccefs 
of which coft the enemy fomewhat dear, 
as they loft their general. Cathibad was 
mounted on a fiery horfe, that ran away with 
him, during the heat of the battle, towards 
the Euphrates, and the river having over- 
flowed, he fell into a deep ditch, where he 
could receive no affiftance, and was drowned. 

Whilft Merwan was employed in facing 
the troops of Zulcimin, he was at the fame 
time obliged to defend himfelf againft the 
attacks of a formidable enemy, who had 


taken up arms in fupport of the right and 
title of Abul Abbas, Caliph of Cufah. It 


was the famous Abdallah, the fon of Abbas, 
uncle to the Imam Ibrahim, and alfo to 
Abul Abbas, and Abu Giaffar. The rea- 
fon for his appearing in arms was, that he 
might avenge the death of the Imam, his 
nephew, and fecure the Caliphate to the 
two others, by raifing them on the ruins of 
the houfe of Ommtyah, whofe deftruc- 
tion he had fworn. He therefore appeared 
on a fudden in Mefopotamia, and ravaged 
part of the province. 

Though Merwan had already full em- 
ployment in taking care of affairs in Arabia, 
and managing the war actually carried on 
againft Zulcimin, he neverthelefs took the 
field with a numerous army, to fight, or at 


leaft to check Abdallah, and prevent the 
utter 
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utter ruin of the province, into which he Merwan II. 

had juft made an irruption. Hegyra 132. 

: ~ . Ch. zr. 749: 
The Caliph advanced to Mofiul, a city of 


note in that country, and pitched his camp T>e Caliph 


marches in 


in the plain of Tubat, at a fmall diftance perfon to op- 
from the place where Abdallah’s army then pote him. 
lay. Merwan having fet out a party to re- 
connoitre the enemy, he came to a refolution 
of remaining quiet, till he received news of 
the army commanced by Iblin, which was 
then in fight of the enemy. The Caliph 
therefore {trongly intrenched himfelf, to pre- 
vent a furprize, and propofed to regulate 
his motions by the good or bad fuccefs of his 
forces in Perfia. 
He foon heard of the unhappy fate af 
his troops. Intelligence was brought to 
him that they were totally routed ; that Iblin, 
his trufty general, was killed in the action, 
and that Yezid, who affumed the chief 
command after his death, had perifhed almoft 
at the fame time. ‘This fatal news filled 
him with grief, however refuming all at once He goes to 
his wonted courage, he refolved to march ™* <ul- 
out, and meet the victorious enemy. This 
{tep was become in fome meafure neceffary, 
for he received advice that Zulcimin, in 
order to take advantage of the ardour of his 
troops, had put himfelf at their head after 
the death of Cathibad, and was advancing 
by fpeedy marches, propofing, by his de- 
feat, to crown the victory he had already 
ohtained. Fearing therefore that he fhould 


be 
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Merwawn II. be attacked on the one hand by Zulcimin, 
rad ra 132. and harafled on the other by Abdallah, who 
Ti 749° was not far off, he determined to go and 
meet that enemy, who was coming to feek 
him: and he was the more firmly perfuaded 
he fhould gain an eafy conqueft over him, 
both from a confideration of the diforders 
and irregularities which commonly arife 
amoneft troops after a fignal victory, and 
alfo from the mean opinion he entertained 
| of Zulcimin’s bravery. 

So ae But he was greatly difappointed in his 
l hopes: the two armies having met, Zul- 
cimin forthwith made a brifk attack on him, 
and pufhed it with fo much vigour, that 
Merwan’s troops were broken feveral times. 
Spight of all the Caliph’s endeavours, his 
men gave ground in all parts; and had it not 
been for the wife precautions he took, his 
whole army would have been cut in pieces. 
For when he found the enemy refolved to 
give him battle, he inftantly threw a bridge 
over the river Zaban, which was in his rear, 
and by that means fecured a retreat, which 
faved his life, as well as the lives of’ a great 

part of his forces. 

It is certain that the extream wearinefs of 
the enemy contributed greatly to Merwan’s 
fafety ; for if they had not been weak and 
faint with fatigue and flaughter, and if they 
could have purfued the Syrians to the river, 
they would have put all that remained to 


the fword, or fo harafied them in paifing 
the 
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the bridge that in the hurry and confufion of Merwan II. 
the rout, they would for the moft part have Hegyra 132. 
thrown themfelves into the river, and perifhed Se ii 
in the waters. But fortune, who had fill 
{ome further calamities in {tore for Merwan, 
feemed to favour him in this melancholy ex- 
tremity, he therefore got together the re- 
mains of his defeated army; and immediately 
caufed the bridge to be deftroyed, to prevent 
the enemy from following him. Zulcimin 
on his part was contented with his prefent 
advantage, he gave his troops fome time to 
re{t themfelves on the field of battle, and 
fhortly afterwards marched back into Perfia, 
firmly believing that after fuch a blow, Mer- 
wan would not dare to give him any further 
difturbance. 

But the Caliph foon found means to res He returns to 

cruit his army. Confiderable reinforcements oo ale 
arrived from Syria, and the adjacent parts ; troops. 
and he was ina condition of attempting to 
make amends for the difgrace which the 
fortune of war had caufed him to {fuffer. 
However, as Zulcimin was retired, Merwan 
did not think it advifable to purfue him ; he 
chofe rather to march againft Abdallah, who 
was {till ravaging Mefopotamia. ‘The forces 
of the latter were divided into two bodies, 
one of which was commanded by Abdallah 
in perfon, and the other was headed by 
Abu Muflim. 

Merwan refolved immediately to march Hegyra 133. 
againft the body commanded by the lieu- Ch. ær. 750, 
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family, had bafely quitted their party, and 


joined the Abafiians. 
This ftep was not attended with a more 


favourable iffue than the former: but it was 
owing toa very fingular event, which plainly 
fhewed that fortune was the wretched Mer- 
wan’s inveterate enemy. The two armies 
being in fight of each other, the Caliph 
went afide a moment, and mounted an emi- 
nence to view the order, appearance, and 
number of the enemy, as well as the fituation 


of the ground. 
All things feemed favourable to his de- 


fign; in confequence of his difcoveries he 
propofed to make a certain motion with 
part of his troops, by means of which he 
promifed himfelf a fure victory. But before 
he rejoined his army, having occafion to 


alight for a moment, as he was getting off 
his horfe, his cimetar fell from the fcab- 


bard, and his fteed being afftrighted at the 
noife it made in falling, galloped away full 

{peed without his rider to the fyrian army. 
His troops The Caliph inftantly forefaw the fatal im- 
a them- preffion this accident would make on his 
troops: and indeed they no fooner faw the 
horfe arrive without his mafter, than they 
concluded the Caliph was either killed or 


made prifoner. On a fudden the fyrian 
troops 
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troops were feized with a pannic; in vain Merwan I 
did the officers attempt to remove their ad aga 
- wer. 760s 
fears; terror and affright had fo got the 
mattery of this great army, that they broke 
into feveral bodies, which difperfed on all 
fides as intereft or inclination led them. 
The Caliph was a witnefs to this f{trange 
confufion, without being able to remedy it: 











however he did all that lay in his power to 
prevent the fatal confequences of {uch a dif- 
order. He ran up to his troops and ftrove 
to rally them; but neither prayers, remon- 
{trances or menaces had any effect on their 





flying enemy in pieces; he only fent outa 
detachment of light horfe to augment their 
terror and confufion. ‘There was in fact 
no need of a greater number of troops to 
compleat the deftruction of the fyrian army, 
and Merwan had no other remedy left but 
to go and fhut himfelf up in Damaftcus, 
which being the capital of his dominions, 
might have afforded him a fure afylum 
again{t the attempts of his enemies. 
But to add to his misfortunes, his own Damafens re- 


fubjects refufed to let him take fhelter in Mes an afy- 
lum to the 


his capital. Being terrified at the accounts Caliph? 


they received that Abdallah’s army was making 
Bb 2 forced 
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Merwan Il. forced marches towards Damafcus, and that 
 £'2 133. the place would foon be invefted, they re- 
h. ær. FEO. 3 . 
prefented to him, whom however they ftill 
acknowledged to be their fovereign, that as 
they were not in a condition to oppofe the 
enemy, they would not ridiculoufly and un- 
feafonably hazard their lives and fortunes; 
that they were refolved to open their gates 
to the conqueror, and that he muft depart 
without delay, unlefs he hada mind to fall 

into their hands. 

‘This was a fatal blow tndeed. However, 
though Merwan feverely felt it, he did not 
fink under the burthen of his misfortunes. 
‘That great captairi took the only ftep that 
remained in fo fatal an extremity; he de- 
parted from the city in the night time with 
his tredfure and all his moft valuable effects - 

he was accompanied by fome of his relations, 

and a few friends and courtiers who had 

courage and honefty enough to fhare his 
fortune. 

Hegyra 134 He retired into Egypt with all his follow- 

Ch. ær. 751 ers; he flattered himfelf that being fovereign 

He Seppe. Of the country, he fhould find there a fuffi- 
cient number of friends to enable him to re- 
eftablith his affairs, or at leaft to ftand his 
ground in that province. And indeed he 
had reafon to be fatisfred with the conduét 
of the Egyptians; they received him with 
the greateit readinefs, and feemed heartily 
inclined to afford him all thé affiftance if 


their power. He now began to enjoy a 
little 
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little repofe,and he muit have been thorough- Merwan I. 


ly fenfible of the value of it after the great © 
adverfe fortune he had experienced. 

But the fated moment was come: vain 
would have been his hopes of future hap- 
pinefs ; wretchednefs was to be his compa- 
nion even tothe grave. Saleh, Abdallah’s 
brother, who had been commanded to pur- 
fue him to Damafcus, had given his troops 
fome time for reft and refrefhment in the 
neighbourhood of that city. From thence 
he fent advice to his brother, of Merwan’s 
retreat into Egypt, and informed him that 
if he would fpeedily fend a reinforcement of 
troops, he doubted not but he fhould arrive 
there foon enough to attack the Caliph be- 
fore he had time to eftablifh himfelf. 











entire defeat of Merwan, and the total ex- 
terpation of the Ommiuiyans, to omit any 
means of bringing about fo defirable an 
event. He therefore fent to Saleh the fuc- 
cours he required, and that general imme-~ 
diarely began his march towards Egypt. 


Hegyra 134. 


Abdallah was too much interefted in the Saleh goes te 


Merwan came boldly out to meet him Hegyra 134: 
at the head of a body of troops, whofe ardour ©}. ær. 752. 
and zeal feemed to promife him fuccefs in Merwan is 
the enterprize. And as it was the firft time Beinn. 


that Saleh had commanded a numerous army 
in chief, the Caliph was in hopes he would 
commit fome fault, of which he might eatily 
take advantage; but Merwan’s great expe- 
rience {tood him in no ftead on this occafion. 

Bb 4 Saleh 


a7 4 
Morn 31 If 
Heeyra 134 
Ch. 52 


Merwan’'s 
death. 


The TLiils FTO ky at 


Sicn mde a moft furious attack on the 


Frotte- y the trefiftance Terved only to 
cwl che flaughter of a greater number of 


them; and at lalt, after 1 very long and 


very bloody aétion, fortune declined n fa- 
vour of the young general, who obt. ined a 
compleat victory ove: 1 prince that was con 
tefledly the greateft warrior o° the age. 

The unhappy Merwan, after having per- 


formed amazing feats of valour, perifhed, 
together with many of his chief officers: 
the body of the Caliph having been found 
amid{ft a heap of flain on the field of battle, 
they cut off the head and fent it to Abdal- 
lah. ‘Thus fell Merwan, whofe generofity 
and greatnefs of foul equally appeared in 
profperity and adverlity. He died in the 
134th year of the Hegyra, and inthe 752d 
year of Chrift. He was the laft of the dy- 
nafty of the Ommiyans, which had fub- 
fitted ever fince the 41{t year of the Hegyra, 
that is to fay about the fpace of 93 yzars. 

That Caliph left two children; as to their 
fate authors greatly difagree: it is afferted 
by fome, that one of his fons retired into 
Spain, and founded there the monarchy of 


the Ommiyans: and that the other efta- 
blifhed himfelf in Arabia Felix. On the 


contrary, El Makin fays, that Merwan’s 
eldeft fon was killed in Æthiopia, to which 
country he had retired; and that the other, 
after having fuffered a long imprifonment, 


at 
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at laft gained his liberty, and in a fhort tum MILB IAN LA: 
died at Bagdat, where he was buried. TA ar 
Tke dynafty of the Ommiyans was fol- _ i 

lowed by another, called in hiftory the dy- 

nafty of the Abatfians, which owed its rife 

and eftablifhment to Abdallah the vanquifher 

of Merwan. He placed on the throne the 

princes of that name, and fecured to them 

the poffeffion of the crown, by the inhu- 

man methods he ufed, (as will herein after 

be made appear) totally to exterminate thie 

houfe of Ommiyah. 


INDEX 
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I N D E X 


TO THE 


SECOND VOLUME. 





A. 


BEBAS, Mahomet’s uncle; veneration the firft Caliph 
had for him, page 330. 
ABBAS EBN-SAHEL, is fent out by Abdallah againft 
the troops of Almoktar, 236. He holds a conference with 
Serjabil, ibid. He furprizes and defeats him, 237. 

ABASSIANS, their rife, 330- Their hatred tothe Ommiyans, 
331. Commotions they excite, ibid- 

ABDATLLAH, governor of Baforah ; his feverity raifes him ene- 
mies, who ftrive to fet the Caliph againit him, 119. He 
is recalled, 120. 

ABDALLAH-EBN-ABBAS fhews Ali the fnare laid for him by 
Almogeirah, 10. Advice he gives him, ibid. He is 
made governor of Baforah, 41. The Caliph recalls him to 
court, 66. Sends him back to his government, 67. He 
difluades Hoffein from going to Cufah, 160. 

ABDALLAH, the fon of Abbas, takes up arms in behalf of 

Abbul Abbas, 366. Sends reinforcements to Saleh, 373- 

ABDALIAH-EBN-AMER is deprived of the government of Ba- 

forah, 100. Fle refufes to acknowledge Yezid, as Moawi- 
Yah’s fucceffor, 121. His charatter, 123- 

ABDALLAH-EBN-AMRU, confulted by the governor of Mecca ; 
aniwér he gave him, 187, 138. 

ABDALLAH, the fon of HanTELA, is appointed to command 
the Medinians, 195. Goes on a deputation to the Caliph, 
ibid. 

AADALLAH-EBN-Morur is put at the head of the Coreií- 
chites, 195- 

ABDALIAH-EBN-\WaAHEB,@ head of the Karejites, sg. Is killed 
in an aétion. ÓI. 

ABDALLAH-EBN-YEZID, governor of Cufah, is obliged to put 
Al-Moktar in prifon, 225. Advice he gives Soliman, 228. 

AppalLLanw, the fon of Zobeir, oppotes the recognizing Yezid 
zs Moawiyah’s iucceffor, 121. Character Moawiyah gives 

of 
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of him, 124. He refufes to fwear allegiance to Yezid, and 
retires to Mecca, 139. Difficulties which he meets by the 
way, and furmounts, 140. He is proclaimed Caliph at 
Mecca and Medina, 186. He ftirs up the Meccans ard 
Medinians to revenge Ficflein’s death, ois What he wrote 
to Yezid, to induce him to recall Wale, 1,1. He is be- 
fieged in Mecca, 200- Refufles the homa: e cf the Syrian 
army, 201, 202. Many Syrian lords are inclined to his 
intereft, zt2. He is proclaimed Caliph by the Baforians, 
ibid. What prevented his being univerfally acknowledged, 
212, 213. Many provinces fubmit to him, wherefore 
some authors rank him amongtt the Caliphs, 213. He rejeéts 
Almoktar’s offers, 235. Sends out troops againit hirn, 236, 
Seizes Mahomet and his family, 239. Would oblige them 
to acknowledge him as Caliph,ibid. His threats to Atjodalt, 
241. He is taken prifoner, and to regain his liberty is 
forced to releafe the Alians, 241, 242. Advantages he 
gained by Almoktar’s defeat, 245. He harangues the Mec- 
cans on the defeat of Mufab, 258. Sends out feveral parties 
againit Hejage, who are beat, 263, 264. He is abandon- 
ed by his two fons, Hamzah and Hobeid, 265. Plis mo- 
ther encourages him to perfevere in his defign, 265, 266, 
267, 268. He defends himfelf with amazing courage, 268. 
He is killed, ibid. Proverb, to which his avarice gave rife, 
2609. 

ABDOLAZ1iz, the Caliph’s brother, is appointed to kill Amru, 
249. Is moved by his entreaties, ibid. Doesnot flay him, 
ibid. Diffuades the Caliph from putting John to death, 251. 

ABDOLAZIZ, appointed by Khaled, his brother, to march 
againit the Azarakites, is defeated, and his wife is killed 
there, 260. Being governor of Mecca, what orders he re- 
ceives from Waled, 286. 

ABDOLMELIK is proclaimed Caliph, after the death of Mer- 
wan the firit, 232. Prohibits the pilgrimage to Mecca, 
and inititutes another to Jerufalem, 232, 233. Méafures 
he takes againft Abdallah, 233, 234. ‘Takes the field to 
attack him, 246. Is recalled to Damafcus, on account of 
a revolt, ibid. Method he takes to get rid of Amru, head 
of the rebels, 247. He kills him with his own hand, 
249. He puts an end to the fedition railed by John, 251. 
He banifhes John, ibid. Mak?s peace with the Grecian 
emperor, 252. Is diffuaded by his council from taking the 
command of his troops in Arabia, but will not liften to their 
advice, 253, 254. He writes to Ibrahim, to perfuade him 
to quit Ali’s party, 254. He defeats Abdallah’s troops, 
commanded by Mufab, 254, 255, 256. He pardons John, 
Ainru’s brether, 256. He gives an entertainment in (os 
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caftle of Cufah, where he is terrified at the reflection made 
by an officer on fight of Mufab’s head, 257, 258. How 
he difpofes of the teveral governinents, 260. He returns 
to Syria, ibid. He reproaches Khaled on account of the 
defeat of his troops, 260, 261. He gives to Hejag: the 
command of the forces fent out againft Abdallah, 262, 
263. He goes to Mecca, 269, 270.  Beftows feveral 
governments on Hejage, 270. He fends troops to He- 
jage, 277. Death of that Caliph, 279. His children, 
and how he knew they fhould reign after him, 280. fic 
was the firft that coined money in Arabia, 281. 

ABDALRAHMAN-EBN-MELGEM undertakes to kill Ah, 70. 
He gets acquainted with a woman, and promiles to mar- 
ry her, if fhe would affift him in his defign, 72, 73. He 
kills the Caliph, 73. He is feized and condemned to die, 
74- 

ABDARRAHMAN, the fon of the Caliph Abubecre, rcfufes 
to acknowledge Yezid as Moawiyah’s tucceffor, 121. His 
character, 123. His death, 125. 

ABDARRAHMAN, the fonof Khaled, poifoned by order of 
Moaveiyah, 104. 

ABDARRAHMAN difcovers Hejage’s bafe defign in fending 
him againft the Turks, 275. He is made governor 
of Irak ; makes atreaty with the Turks, and beats He- 
jage, ibid. His followers proclaim him Caliph, and he 
caufes Baforah and Cufah to revolt, 276. He lofes a 
battle, and is made prifoner, 277, 278. He is refcucd 
by Zentil, ibid. He puts an end to his own life, ibid. 

ABDALRAHMAN, Called by the French, Abderame, makes an 
irruption into France, 336, 337- He beats Munuza, and 
takes his wife prifoner, 337, 338. He defeats the duke 
of Aquitain, 338. Having ravaged feveral provinces, 
h€ is defeated by Charles Martel, and falls in the battle, 
333, 339- - 

ARDALEAH is appointed governor of Yemen, 11. He 
fights Moawiyah’s troops, and is defeated, 68. 

ABSIMARUS dethrones the emperor Leontius, 289. 

Aspu-HuREIRAH, his death, 129. 

ABUJIUB, his death, 110. Great veneration paid by Muli- 
fulmen to his tomb, ibid. note. 

Apu-KotrapabD, What he faid in the affembly of the Me- 
dinians, 2Q. 

ABULEILAH, name given to Moawiyah II. what it means, 
zo8. 

ABUL ABBAS is nominated to fucceed Ibrahim, 361. Is 
proclaimed Caliph at Cufah, ibid. His party becomes 
very numerous. 563. 


ABU- 
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Aspu-Musa AL-ASHARI, named one of the arbitrator be 


tween Ali and Moawiyah, 3 How he bchavesinth t 
affair, 57- 


Asu-Nusiim crliace the party of Ibrihun, 358 Con- 


mands a body of troo, , 309 Fotaliy routs Merwan’s 
lotes, 371 


Aras, fon ci 7 ‘id, t hes refuge at Ball , after hi fathei’s 


death, 330 I uh of Ahias, 3406. 


Anuwipn, Yezui's uncle, what he faid of his nephew to 


Moawiyah, 1-0. 

Arrcsua, cuke of her hatred againit Ali, 3 She caufe, 
the people toievoltagainit him, 13. Puts herfelf at the 
head of the rebels, 16, 19. Is frighted at Jowab, and 
why, 19 Deputation fent to her by the inhabitants of 
Baforah, 23. Fuiee language they ule to her, 24. Her 
treatment ot the governorof Baforah, 27. She makes her 
entry into that place, ibid. She pievails on Zobeir to join 
her party again, 36, 37. Sheputs herfelf at the head of 
the troops to fight Ali, 37. She is taken prifoner, 40. 
She retures to Medina, 41. She will not fuffer Haffan to 
to be buried near Mahomet, 89. Conference4he holds 
with Moawiyah, 122. Her death, 125. 


Axsuiv, fovereign of Tabereftan, gains a battle over Ye- 


zid, 302. Grants him a peace, ibid. 

Av-Hampant (HareETH) defeats the rebels, 271. Invefts 
the caftle to which they retired, and fets fire toit, 272. 
His too great confidence gives them an opportunity of 
fallying out, and they cut his troops in pieces, 272, 273. 


Aut is unanimoufly eleéted Caliph, 2. Difficulties he makes 


to accept the Caliphate, ibid. Is acknowledged as Caliph 
in the affembly, 4. Caufes the oath of allegiance to be 
taken in a folemn manner, 5, 6. His anfwer to the en- 
{naring queftion of Tellah and Zobeir, 7, 8. Herefolves 
to deprive the old governors of provinces of their pofts, 9. 
He refufes to give to Tellah and Zobeir the governments 
they apply for, 12, 13. Heexhorts Moawiyah to ac- 
knowledge him as Caliph, 14. He folicits the Medini- 
ans to join him, 27. He demands fuccours of the Cufians, 
30. He receives fuccours froin feveral parts, 31. He 
fends his fon to Cufah, 32. He obtains troops, 34. The 
fpeech he made to them, 34, 35. He {ets down before 
Baforah, 35. He holds a conference with Tellah and Zo- 
beir, 35, 36. Gains a battle over the rebels, 27, 38. 
What he faid on hearing of Tellah’s death, 33. His 
thoughts on the death of Zobeir, 40. He fends Atefha 
back to Medina, 41. Ufe she makes of the booty, ars 

c 





I N D E. No 
He fixes his refidence at Cufah, 4> He write to Moa 
wiyah, to prevail on him to recognize him, Ibid. He 
marches out againft him at the head of hi forces, 48 
He difcovers a well in an extfaordinary manner, 48, 49. 
He offers to Moawiyah fingle combat, 51. He retufes to 
refer the differences to arbitrators, 53. He confents that 
the titles which difpleafed Moawiyah fhould be erafed 
from a treaty, 54, 55- He is depoted by the arbitrators, 
57. He juitifies his conduct, being upbraided by the Ka- 
rejites, 58. Hedifperfes their party, 60. He changes 
the governors of Egypt, which caufes him to loie that 
province, 63, 64. Imprecatiois he pronounces again{t 
Arthah. which have their effect, GS. He foretels his 
own death, 73. He is affaffimrtcd by a Karete., 73,74 
‘A defcription of Ali, 75. Honourable titles beftowed on 
him, ibid. How long curfes were denounced againit him, 
76. Place of his burial, ibid. Works of which he was 
author, 77. His maxims, 78, ~9. His children, 8o. 
He refufes to name a fucceffor, 81. The curfes againit 
him are fuppreffled, 311. 

Atti, the foh of Hoffein, is faved on the entreaties of Zeinab, 
176. His haughtinefs caufes fome of the courtiers to ad- 
vife the Caliph to put him to death, 179, 180. How he 
is received by the Caliph, 180. His departure for Medi- 
na, 183. Orders given by the Caliph, in refpect to him 
and his family, 198. Medina is facked, 200. 

Avrjovauti (ABU) is fent by Almoktar to refcue the Alians, 
240,241. He attacks the Zemzem, 241. He fummons 
Abdallah to releafe the prifoners, ibid. He defeats him, 
takes him prifoner, and on a treaty fets him at liberty, 
241, 24%. 

ALMUNDIR goes to Baforah, where he breaks out into in- 
vektives againft the Caliph, 193. How he avoids being 
feized, 193, 194. He goes to Medina, where he again 
rails aganit him, 194. 

AMER, appointed to march againft Abdallah, i> defeated, 
and made prifoner, 140. 

AMER-LBN-SAID 1s fent with forces againft Hoffein, 168 
He is ordered to oblige Hoffein to acknowledge Ye 
71d, 169. Conference he holds on that account wuatls 
Hoffein, 170. He attacks, and defeats Hoflein, 173. He 
is killed, together with his two fons, 234. 

Amm, his conduét during the captivity of the governor of 
Batorah, 22s 23- 

AMMAaAR-EBN-Ya SER is fent with Hoffein to fol.cit fucceurs 
at Cufah, 72 Charaéterwhich Mahomet gi-e of his up- 
rightneb g His dvath, so. 
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Ausi Ran- FBSA-SAnaL 1s made governor of Cufah, 71 


i nev retufe to receive him as governor, 12. 

AmM>uU-EBN-AL4S joins in Moawiyah’s revolt, and why, 42. 
He eves to Damaticus with his forces, and proclaims Moa 
wiyah Caliph, 46, 47- Advifes Morwiyah to accept 
Alr» challenge, 51. He is one of the arbitrators between 
Alı and Moawiyah, 54. He depotes Alı, and names 
Nioawiyah in his ftead, 57. Me feizes on Agypt, in 
Nioawiyah’s name, 65. He efcapes being aflaflinated by 
a1 Karejite, 71, 72- His death, and his eulogy, 95. 

AmRU-EBN-BEKER undertakes to affaffinate Amru-ebn. al-As, 

“1. He kills the perfon that w ent tothe mofque in Amru’s 
teid, 72: What he faid when he found his miftake, 
ibid. 

Amru-ren-GrarMouz kills Zobeir, 39. How Ali treated 
him, when he brought Zobeir’s head, 40. He kills him- 
felf, ibid. 

Avure.u, the fon of Hoffein, is beloved by the Caliph Yezid, 
132. He accepts the propofal made him by that Caliph, 
ibid. 

AxrROU-EBN-SaripD is made governor of Medina, 141. Being 
governor of Mecca, how he is embarrafled wy Avdatlah’s 
revolt, 137. Heconfults Abdallah on that account, ibid. 
He is deprived of his government, 188. He juftifies him- 
felf to the Caliph, 139, 190. Yezid reftores him to fa- 
vour, 190. He declines the command of the army ient 
againit the Medinians, 197. Hecaufes Egypt to fubmit 
to Merwan, 218. He caufes a revolt, and makes himfelf 
maiter of Damafcus, 246. He is reconciled to the Ca- 
liph, 246, 247. . He is killed, 249; 250. 

ARTHAH ravages Yemen, 68. Cruelties he commits there, 
ibid. His death, ibid. | 

Ayan, Hefham’s fecretary, carries the keys of the troafury 
to Waled, 336. l 

ÄZARAKITES, a branch of the Motazelites, revolt, 259. 
They obtain an advantage over the Caliph's troops, 260. 
‘They are totally routed, 262 


B. 


BaRAK-EBN-ABDALLAH undertakes to kill Moawiyah, 70. 
He wounds him with a fword, ibid. Is feized and pu- 
nifhed, gr. ‘il 

BaRMACID., their original, 305, 306. 

BasHarR is made governor of Cutah, 260 
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i. 


CaTiBAH, Or CATHIBAD-EBN-MuSLIM, conquers Koua- 
re{m, 282. Marches into T'rranfoxana, and befieges Sa- 
marcand, capital of that province, 283. The city fur- 
renders on terms, and he eftablithes Mahometi{m there, 
284. He is appointed by Zulcimin to command his 
troops, 364 He beats the forces of Merwan II. 365 
His death, 366. 

CHARLES MARTEL, prince of the French, advantages he 
gains over the Sacacens, 337, 338, 339. 

CONSTANTINOPLE befieged by the Muifulmen, 1rog, 111, 

Ž00; ZOly 312. 

SUFIANS refufe to comply with the requet of Ali, 

who implores their affitance, 30. ‘They grant him 

troops, 34. The Caliph goes and refides in that city, 

42. They join with the [rakians againit the Karegites, 94. 

They defeat them, 95. ‘They fend a deputation to Hof- 

fein, 142. ‘They do their governor an ill office with the 

Calip £45. ‘They rife in arms, and join Muflim, 152. 

Thev an? adon him, ibid. ‘They revolt, to revenge the 

death of Hoffein, 219, 220. ‘They proclaim Zeid to be 

Caliph, 326. 














D. 


Darwan wounds Ali with a fword, 73. He is killed him. 
E, 74: 

Denac, the fon of Kais, pronounces Moawiyah’s funeral 
Oorationg and performs the other ceremonies ufed by the 
Muffulmen, 129. He is appointed regent of the ftate, after 
the abdication of Moawiyah II. 207. He fides with Ab- 
dallah, 212. He forms a party againft Merwan, 215 
He is killed in a battle, where his troops are defeated, 
ibid. 

Denac is fent to the affiftance of Merwan, 312. 


E. 


Eupes, Earl of Aquitain, drives out the Saracens, 323. 

EupeEs, duke of Aquitain, makes an alhance with Munu- 
za, 337. He is beat by the Saracens, commanded by 
Abdairahman, 3338 


F, 


í N D | aA A. 


i. 


Fatima ot Phatemah) fifter to Hoffein and Zeinab, 1s de- 
manded in marriage by a Syrian lord, 180, 182, 183. She 
advifes her fifter to make a prefent to Noman, 184. 

Fipac, land given as a portion with Fatima, when fhe 
efpoufed Ali, 309. 


G. 
( IABALAH-EBN-ÂIHAN, his death, 115, 
H 


HiaspaBan, One of Yezid IId’s favourite women, accident 
that happened to her, and caufed her death, 323, 324. 

Haprami feizes Baforah, 66. Is driven thence, 67. 

Hak EM-EBN-AMER feizes a place, 102. Refufes to execute 
#Aiyad's order, 103. His death, 103, 104. 

Eiaxkem, Merwan’s father, his difgrace, 231. 

HanaF-EBN-Katis, caufes Zobeir to be po o death by 
one of his fervants, 39. Conference he holds with Alı, 


eis cs, a follower of Hoflein, reproaches Muflim, 149. He 
is feized, 150 Aníwer he gives to Obeidollah, 151. His 
head is cut off, 159. 

HARRAN, a city of Mefopotamia, the ufual refidence of 
Merwan II. 356. 

Haretu, governor of Baforah, 100. 

Harro, the fon of Yezid, is {ent out with trapps againft 
Hoffein, 164. Kindnefs he fhews to Hoflein’s troops, 
ibid. His anfwer to Hoffein, 165. Advice he gives him, 
166. 

Hassan 1s fent by Alito Cufah, 32. Reception he meets 
with there, ibid. His difcourfe with the Cufians, 33. 
He obtains fuccours for Ali, 34. He is proclaimed Ca- 
liph after Airs death, 81. His charaéter, 81, 82. He 
marches out againft Moawiyah, 82. His troops mutiny, 
ibid. He flies to Madaien, where he runs the riíque of 
being killed, 83. He refolves to abdicate the Caliphate, 
ibid. Conditions he requires of Moawiyah on furrender- 
ing that dignity, 84, 85 He abdicates the Caliphate, 
85. He retires to Medina, 87. He refufes to engage 
perfonally in behalf of Moawiyah againit the Karegites, 
ibid Hus death, ibid. He refufes to declare the author 


of it, 88 
Hassan 
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Hassan EBN Mar:s forms a ftrong party ın Egypt, ın 
favour of Abdallah, 217, 21:18. He ıs driven thence, 214 
FIauLra 1s appo nted to carry Hoffein’s head to Obeidollah, 
173. He acquaimnts his wife with the news, how fhe 
treats him on hearing of it, 174 He prefents the head 
to Obeidollah, ibid. Haulah’s death, 234. 
HitjaGce commands on the expedition againft Abdallah, 
263. His dream, 262, 263. Letter he wrote to the 
Mieccans, 263. He gains feveral advantages over Ab 
daHah’s troops, 263. He befieges Mecca, 264. He ani- 
mates his troops difheartned by fatigue, 265. What he 
did on hearing of Abdallah’s death, 269. He brings 
the greateft pait of Arabia under the Caliph’s obedience, 
ibid. He revives the pilgrimage to Mecca, ibid. ‘Totally 
fubdues the rebels, 270. Is blamed for his cruelties, 
ibid. Sends out forces againít Saleh and Shebid, 271. Is 
worited in feveral actions, 272,273. He defeats them in 
a battle, aud purfues them, 274. His hatred againft Ab- 
darrahman caufes a revolt, 275. He is defeated by Ab- 
darrahman’s troops, ibid. He affembles frefh troops, and 








gains ory over him, 276,277. He requires the king 
of the urks to deliver up Abdarrahman, who had taken 
reruge im nis territory, 278. He founds the city of Wa- 


fet, 279. Several oddities which compofe his charaéter, 
202, 2935 204, 295, 296, 297. His death, 298. 

Heyer infutts Ziyad, 105. Is feized and carried before 
the Caliph, 107. Is beheaded, 108. 

HIESHAM-EBN-ABDOLMELIK is proclaimed Caliph, 325 
He approves Jafeph’s behaviour to Zeid, 330. Wis cha 
raGter, 331. His death, 335. His behaviour te Waled LI. 

i: 

dic. ou. the fon of Ali, diffuades Haffan from abdicating 
the Cahphate, 84. He retires to Medina with Haffan, 87. 
He refufes to acknowledge Yezid as Moawiyah’s fuccef- 
for, 121. Wis charatter, 123. How he avoided taking 
the oath of allegiance to Yezid, 138. Advice he gave 
his brother when he left Mecca, 139. Love the Meccans 
bore him, 140. How he behaved to the deputies from 
Cufah, 142, 143. He fends Muflim to found their incli- 
mations, 143. He fends Kais thither to give notice of his 
approach, 158. He fliẹhts Abdallah’s remonftrances, 
who diffwades him from going to Cufah, 160, 161, 162, 
163. He fet» out for Cufah, and endeavours to bring 
over tø his party the tooops that are fent ont againft him, 
164, 165. He is informed that his party at Cufah was 
difperfe 1, 167. He continues his tourney to Cufah, 168 
JJe fters to return to Mecca, 169 Propofal he makes to 

on tL C c avoid 
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avoid recogmzing Yezid, 170. He reje&ts Obeidollah’s 
Offers, r71. He makes preparations to dcfend himfelt 
deamii the enemy, 172. He iskilled, 173. His body is 
euried in the plain of Kerbela, 177. Different opinions 
touching the place wheres his head was buried, 184, 
rec. 
liossseEin takes the comman: of the troops after Muflim’s 
death, and befieges Mecca, zo0. He offers Abdallah to 
caufe him to be proclaimed by his army, zor. He returns 
into Syria, 202. His conference with the Ommiyanss 
touching a fucceffor to Moawiyah II. 211. 


J. 


Jaarer Sadec, an Arabian author, who has explained 
the jot, 77. 

Jarrar (or Giaffar) a Perfian lord, flies for refuge to So- 
liman’s court, 305. He improves the Arabian coin, 367. 
Why they gave him the furname of Barmeki, ibid. 

Jaran is fent into Yemen with a body of troops, 6g 

IpLIN, general of the Caliph’s troops, is defeated in two en- 
counters, 365, 366. He is killed, 3609. 

IBRAHIM-BEN-ALASHTAR fent by Almokta 
Syrians, defeats them, 242. He rejects the offers made 
by the Caliph to bring him over, 254. He is defeated 
and killed, 255. His death occafions the defeat of Mu- 
fab’s army, ibid. 

Israuim, brother of Yezid III. afcends the throne, 350. 

' Confpiracy formed againft him, 350, 351. He lofes a 
battle, 352. He is depofed, 353. When he died, 
6. 

TN AAE, T is acknowledged Caliph by 
Soliman and his party, 357. He goes on a pilgri- 
mage to Mecca, 359. The caravan is attacked, and he 
is taken prifoner, 359, 300. He appoints a {fueceffor, 
265. His déath, 362. 

Imam, what it is, and why the Caliphs are called fo, 209, 
note. 

Joun, Amru’s brother, raifes a revolt in favour of Amru, 
250. He is taken prifoner, 251. He is banifhed, and 
goes to join Mutab, 251, 25@. He is reconciled to the 
Caliph, 257. 

JosEPH-BEN-AMRU, governor of Baforah, means he ufes 
to diffipate the revolt of the Cufians, raifed in f vour of 
Zeid, 328. He caules Zeid’s bedy to be dug up, 329. 


IssA, 
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Tssa, the fon of Mufab iius couraze, 25¢, Eig a1Vvile 
father to retre it 2560. Fler Ralled, abil 

Juscinran IE dethion d by Leontuus, i afttrwards Ie 
itored tc the thrune, 239g 


4iiy 


K- 


KADARIANS, a fe& in the Muffulman church, 205 Ther 

origin and tenets, ibid. 

KaiRwan, foundation of that city, 112 

Kars commands Haffan’s troops, 82. 

Kats is fent to the Cufians, to give notice of Hoffein’- ap- 
proach, 159. His death, 167. 

Kares provides a winding-theet to bury Hefham, 336. 

-KHALED, (or Caled) grandfon of the famous Khaled, re- 
venges his father’s death, 105. He is torced to pay a 
fum of money to obtain his liberty, ibid. 

Kuavrep, fon of the Caliph Yezid I. meafures which his 
friends take to fecure to him the Caliphate, 216. Re- 
proaches Merwan for his defign to exclude him from it, 
231 iis mother ftifles the Caliph, ibid. 

KHALED &3Nn-Asip is fent out to make fome attzmpts on 
the rebels at Baforah, 254. He is made govctnor of that 
city, 260. He fends out his brother to fight the Azara- 
kites, ibid. Is reproached by the Caliph on that account, 
260, 261. He joins Mohalleb, and defeats the Azara- 
Kites, 261, 262. 

KaREJI1 ES, who they are, 58. ‘They reproach Ali, and 
why, ibid. They revolt, 59. ‘They are defeated, 6o, 61 
‘Three of their feét undertake to kill Ali, Moawiyah, and 
Amru 70. ‘They revolt under Moawiyah, 93. They 
vainly attempt to prevail on the Cufians and Irakians to 
femain neuter, 94. They are almoft totally extermina- 
ted, 94, 95. 

Korasan (or Chorafan) conquered by the Muffulmen, 204 
That province refufes to acknowledge any of the Caliphs, 
216. 

KpuaRESM conquered by the Muffulmen, 282. 


L. 


ro, the Ifaurian emperor of Conftantinople, twice deltroy's 
the Arabian ficet, 300, 301. He again deftroys the Aru- 
bia naval armament, 312. 
Leon tus dethrones Juftinian I and is dethroned by Ab- 
fim us, 289 
ez NI. 
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M. 


Manap (or Mohdi) what became of him, and what he i» 
to do ın the opinion of the Pcerfians, “7, 78. 

Manomer, the ion of Giaffar, bad fuccefs of his negocia- 
tion with the Cufians, 30. 

Manomet, the fon of Abubecre, is {fent to Cutah by Ali, 
20. ‘Ihe tuccefs of his journey thither, 30, 31. He be- 
haves fo ill in Egypt, that Ali i: forced to deprive him of 
the government, 64. He ıs killed, 65. 

MaHoMET-EBN-Harowun, a commander of the Caliph’s 
army, engages Ibrahim’s troops, and defvats them, 255. 

ManomeT-HaniFiatn, the ton of Ali, advice he re- 
ceived from Hoffein, 139. Why he was called Hanı- 
fiah, 223, note. Herejéts Almoktar’s propofal to reftore 
the Alians to the throne, 238. He is feized, with his fa 
mily, by order of Abdallah, 239. He refufes to res 
cognize him as Cahlph, 240. He is fet at liberty, 
24.2. 

Mayurexk, prince of Tranfoxana, 283. 

Marex, governor of Medina, endeavours in vai 
Yezid to be acknowledged as Moawiyah’s fucceffor, 
12i. 

Macrex SuurTuRrR fent to be governor of Fegypt, is poifoned 
on the road 64. 

MARZABAN, chief of the rebels in Gcorgta, is taken and 
hanged, 303. 

Master of the two teftimonies, a title given to the Caliphs, 
26, Note. 

MerERWAN-EBN-HAKEM is reftored to the government of 
Medina, 116. How he aé€ts in refpect to Saed, 117. He 
is confulted by Waled, 136. Advice he gives him, 137, 
138. He fhelters the Ommiyans inthe caftleof Medi a, 
196. He goes to Syria, 202. Is difuaded by Obeidr l- 
lah from giving his vote to Abdallah, 212. He ig pro- 
claimed Caliph, 215. He defeats that party Dehac bad 
had raifed againft him, ibid. Is obliged to marry Khaled s 
mother, to fecurc the crown to that young prince, 216 
He diffipates Noman’s party, 217. He fends Amru to 
fubdue Egypt, 213. He gives to Obeidollah the com 
mand of his troops againft the Cufians, 229. He ecures 
the crown for his fon, 230. His death, and th wick 
name his enemies gave him, 23I. 

Merwan, governor of Mefopotamia, flights Shebid’: revolt, 
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MERWAN 1s appointed to befiege C niarta ople, 312. Fie 
encourages hi troops, 313. 

Merwan Il. heads the rebels againft Yezid III. and is 
brought over by that Caliph, 348. He takes up rms 
againft the Caliph Ibrahim, 350. Arguments he ufes 
to caule an infurrec€tion of the people, 351. He 1s pro- 
claimed Caliph by the Emeffians, 352. He obtains a 
viétory over Ibrahim, ibid. He depofes him, 353. Ori- 
gin of Merwan, and of the furnime they gave him, 353, 
354. His charaéter, 354. Heis proclaimed Caliph in 
all the provinces, 355. He puts to death Hakem and 
Othman, fons of Waled, who had revolted, 356. He 
beats Soliman, and takes him prifoner, abid. Precau 
tions he takes to furprize Ibrahim, 359. He puts Ibra- 
him to death, 362. He fends troops to opole Zulci- 
min 365. He marches to ftop Abdallah’s piogrefs, 367 
Hearing of the defeat of his army in Perfia, he marches 
out to meet Zulcimin, ibid. He is defeated, 368. He ai- 
fembles a frefh army, and goes to attack Abu-Mufilim, 
369, 339. His troops are {..zed with a panick, and dif 
perfe; 370, 371. He retiies to Damafcus, and is forced 

abitants to quit tnat city, 371 Fle goes into 
Egypt, 372. There loofes a battle, in which he is killed, 
373,374. The year he died, 374. An account of his 
children, 374, 375> 

MestemM, the fon of Okbad, made general of the forces 
fent to attack Medina, 197. His opinion of the Omnu 
yans, who had taken fhelter in the caftle there, 14S. 
He lays fiege to Medina, and forces it to furrender at 
difcretion, 199. His kindnefs to Hofie n’s family, 199, 
200. ` He gives up the city to be plundercd by his fol 
diers, zoo. His death, ibid. 

M. narets, what they are, 287. 

O WIYAH forms pretenfions to the Caliph te, 4. In 
ing anfwer he fent to Ali, on his exhorting him tn c 
k ewledge Ali as Caliph, 15. He prevails on Amru to 
oin him, 42. He brings over the Syrians to his paity, 
4. He goes to meet Amru, who falutes him as Caliph, 
46, 47. He infoims Ali of his promotion to the Caliph 
ate, 47. He refufes to accept Ali's challenge to a fingle 
combat, 51. Stratagem by which he prevented Ah’» 
tro ps from fighting, 5z. He is proclaimed Caliph in 
Ali ftead, 57. Means by which he caufed Ægypt to 
rev t from Ali, 62, 63. His forces {eize Hejaz. 67 
He is proclaimed at Medina and Mecca, 68. Te is 
wou ded by confpirators, and cured of his wound, 70, 
#1, Conditions he grants to Hafan, who refigns the Ca 
C e3 liphate 
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liphate to him, 34, 85. How he reproaches him, 86. 
He indemnifes him for the lofs of the publick treafure, which 
the Cufians refuied to deliver to him, ibid. He caufes him 
to be poifoned, 87, 88. He takes fuil poflefiion of the Ca- 
liphate, go1. Rie and family of Moawiyah, who was Ma- 
homet’s feerctary, 91, 92. fle fends out forces againft the 
Karegites, who are defeated, 93. He prevail. on the Cu- 
fians and Irakians to take up arms againft them, 93, 94. 
He gains over Ziyad, and publici:ly acknowiedges him to 
be his brother, 98. He gives to Ziyad the government of 
Baforah, 99. He fends him to reflore peace and order in 
feveral provinces, 102. Fle caules Abdarrahinan, the fon 
of Khaled, to be put to death, 104, 105. He caufes Hejer 
and his accomplices to be beheaded, 108. Fits outa fleet, 
which he fends to befiege Conftantinople, rco. He places 
the feat of his empire at Damafcus, 1:5. On what account 
he lays afide his defign of bringing Mahomet’s pulpit to the 
capital, 116. He gives the government of Medina to Mer- 
wan-ebn-Hakem, ibid. He appoints Obeidollah to be go- 
vernor of Chorafan, 118. He procures his fo to be ap- 
pointed his fucceffor, 121. His conference w n Atefha, 
322. Advice he gives his fon, 123, 124. H 3 
nefs for him, 126. His health greatly declines, 127. His 
laft council to Yezid, 128. His death, izg. „His charac- 
ter, ibid. His great efteem for poetry, 131, 132. 

Moawryan II. is proclaimed Caliph after the death of 
Yezid his father, zoş. His charaéter and piety, ibid. He 
confults whether he ought to accept the Caliphate, z205, 206. 
He abdicates it, 206, 207. His death, 208. Surname 
given to him, ibid. 

MoawtyAH aflumes the command of the army, after his 
father’s death, 322. He is defeated, and killed, ibid. 

MoGEIRAH-EBN SAID, advice he gave Ali, 9. He cha 
his opinion, 1bid. ‘The Caliph, by his means, ftrives 
Ziyad, 97- His death, 112, note. 

Monaries joins Mufab to oppofe Moktar, 244. His ence, 
and that of Omar from Mufab’s army, gives the Caliph 
hopes of vidtory, 254. He fubmits to Abdolmelik, 59- 
‘Che war ke carries on againft the Azarakites, ibid. He is 
appointed lieutenant of the province of Ehwaz, 260. He 
joins Khaled, and Gefeats the Azarakites, 261, 262. 

Moktar, (or Almoktar), the fon of Obeidah, his ad entures, 
221, 222. He offers his fervice to the Cufians, 22 His 
contempt of Soliman raifes him up enemies, 224 He 1s 
accufed of a defign of making himfelf matter of C ah, and 
js imprifoned, 224, 225. “Whey fufpect him of © a 

aw 
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away Soliman’s troops, 226. He is fet at liberty, and p ts 

to death thofe he fufpeéted of being concerned in Hoffei 

death, 234. He offers his fervice to Abdallah, 235. le 
fends out troops againft him, 235, 236. He ftrives to pr 
vail on Mahomet to head the Cufians, and profecute his 

claim to the Caliphate, but does not fucceed, 237, 238. 

What he does on that account, 238, 239. He fends troops 

to ref{cue the Alians, who were imprifoned by Abdallah, 

240. Mbeafures he took againit Abdolmelik’s forces, wno 

came and attacked Cufah, 242. His cruelties occafion the 

Cufians to abandon him, 243. He marches out of Cafah 

to attack the rebels, 244. He is defeated, and forced to 

retreat to the caftle, and he is killed there, 244, 245. Num- 

= ber of the perfons he put to death, 245. 

Money, original of the firt money in Arabia, 281. It is 
brought to great perfeétion by Giaffar, 307. 

MoTrazELitTeEs, what they are, 13. Their doctrine, 205- 

Muwnuza, governor for the Caliph in Puicerda, enters into 
an alliance with the duke of Aquitain, 337. He kills him- 
felf, 333. 

Musat BN ZoBEIR, Abdallah’s brother, is appointed by 
| %5 to march out againit Almoktar, 243. He defeats 
and befieges him in the caitle of Cufah, 244- He marches 
up to the Caliph to give him battle, 254. His grief at 
Ibrahim’s death, 255. He refufes to make his efcape, 256. 
He is killed, ibid. 

MusLeimMau, brother of Yezid If. puts an end to the revolt 
of Yezid-ebn-Mahalleb, 322. He obtains a compleat vic- 
tory over the Turks. 323. 

Mvusziim is fent by Hoffein to manage his party in Irak? 
143. He perfuades Hoffein to come to Cufah, 140- 
He undertakes to kill Obeidollah, 148. He has not re- 
folution enough to ftrike the blow, 149. Reafons he al- 
ledges in excufe of himfelf, 150. He takes up arms, 1562. 
Hie is deferted by his troops, 152, 153. He flies to Cufah, 

He is taken prifoner, 156. His grief at Hoffcin’s 
misfortunes, ibid. His courage in the prefence of the judges, 
157- He is beheaded, 159- j 





N. 


Noman, governor of Cufah, harangues the Cufians, 144. 
O idollah appointed in his itead, 145. 

Nom n-EsN-Basuire is appointed to efcort Hoffein’s famiiy 
to lIedina, 183, 134. He refufes the prefents offered him 
by Fatima and Zeinab, 184. Is deputed to the Medinians, 
sos After the defeat of Dehac, (with whom he had joined) 
he esto Hems, 217. Is killed by the Emcfhans, ibid. 

OaTruHs 





Gatit- how the Arabians difrenfed vith them, 36, 37. 

OBEIDÐDOLLAN, fon of Ziyad, ıs made governor of Chorafan, 
118. He enters Tranfoxana, and defeats the Turks, 118, 
t19g. He is fent to Baforah in Abdullah’s ftead, 119 He 
is made governor of Cufah, 145. Methods he ufed to find 
out fuch as were of Hoflein’s party, 146. He vifits Sharik, 
at whofe houfe he narrowly efcaped being affaflinated, 149- 
Meafures he takes to difpel the confpiracy formed in favour 
of Hoffein, 150, 152. He fends troops to oppofe Hoflein, 
164. Orders he gives in relation to Hoffein, and frefh troops 
he fends out, 168. He requires Hoffein to acknowledge 
Yezid as Caliph, 169. He confults Shamer on Hoflein’s 
propofals, 170. Orders he gives in confequence of the con- 
fultation, 171. How he treats Hoffein’s head, 175. How 
he takes the reproaches made lim on that account, ibid. 
His conference with Zeinab, 175, 176. His cruelties to 
the Alians caufe an infurreétion at Cufah, 177. He fends 
Hoffein’s head, and alfo his whole family, to the Caliph, 178. 
Is curfed by the Caliph for his conduct, 175- Haw he 
eludes the Caliph’s order to feize Almundir, 193, 194. He 
is appointed regent at Baforah, during the vacancy of the 
throne, zog. His propofals are rejected at Cufah, 210. 
The revolt of the Baforians obliges him to fly from that 
city, ibid. He diffuades Merwan from giving his vote to 
Abdallah, 212. He furprifes Soliman’s army, and cuts it 
in pieces, 230. He advances to Cufah at the head of the 
Caliph’s troops, 242. Is defeated, and made prifoner, 242, 
243. He is killed, ibid. 

Oxainz, Ali’s brother, goes over to Moawiyah, 60. 

Oxpap, means he ufes to eftablifh the power and doétrine of 
the Muffulmen in Africa, 111, 112. He founds the cit 
of Kairwan, 112. 

Omar-axt-MEksovus confulted by Moawiyah II. wheth ör 
not he fhould accept the Caliphate, and what anfwer he: 
turns, 206. ‘The Ommiyans put him to death, 207. 

Om ar-BEN-ABDALAZIZ is appointed by Soliman to fucceed 
him, 304. He is proclaimed Caliph, 308. His fimplicity, 
308, 309. He reftores to the Alia®s the lands called Fidac, 
309. Method he ufes to fupprefs the denunciation af the 
curfes againft Ali, 310, 311. He fends an army tob ege 
Conftantinople, 312. Succefs of that expedition, 312, 1 T 
Fie períccutes the Chriftians, 31 5. How he beha s to 
Shuzib, 316. Anfwer he returns to his deputy, 317 318. 

He 
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He is poifoned, 319 He refufcs to tahe any medicine, ibi 
Fiis eulogy, 320. 

OmMiyvaNns, commencement of their dynafty, gt. The 
are banifhed from Medina, and befieged in the cakle, 
196. They fufpeét Omar of having prevailed on Moawityah 
ll. to abdicate the Caliphate, 207. How they treat Omat, 
ibid. They caufe Omar If. to be poifoned, 319. End of 
that dynatty, 374. Ey whom they were fucceeded, 375. 

OTrHMAN-EBN-HaniF is made governor of Baforah, ir. 
They refufe to accept him, 12, 21. He fixes himfelf in 
that poft, 2z. He is defeated by an army of rebels, and 
made prifoner, ibid. He is infulted, after which they fet 
him at liberty, ibid. He avoids the {nare laid to feize him, 
2p, 26. He is furprifed in Baforah, and forced to {urrender, 
26. Manner in which he is treated, 27. He comes to 
All, 31. 

Caen is made governor of Mecca, 191. He perfuades 
Yezid that the Medinians are unanimouily ın his intereft, 
191, 192- He is driven out from Medina, 196. 


P. 





Persians, their great affection to Ali, 75, 76. ‘Their vene- 
ration for Hoflein, 185. 


R. 


Ruaja, Soliman’s vizir, is intrufted with the writing by 
which Omar is appointed Soliman’s fucceflor, 304. After 
Solim n’s death, he affembles a grand council, and lays the 

riting Before them, 308%. 


S. 


Saa -:BN-Kais is appointed by Ali governor of Ægyt, 1r. 
Th _ gyptians refufe to accept him, 12. He finds means 
to ake poffeffion of the government, 62. Moawiyah makes 
him fufpeéted by Ali, 62, 63. He is recalled, 63, 

SAED;$ is deprived of the government of Medina, 116. How 
he avoids executing a rigorous order of the Caliph, 117. 
SAED, Othman’s grandfon, nfade governor of Chorafan, 120. 
SAHEL-&BN-HaniF, is fent as governor to Syria, 11. ‘They 

will n t accept him, ibid. 

Sarp-EB -Opeip joins Ali with the forces of the tribe of 
Thai, I. 





SALEH, 
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ALEH joins with Shebid in a confpiracy to kill Abdolmeliık, 
270; He is flain, 272- 

TaLFH purfues Merwan into Egypt, 373. He gains a fignal 

victory over him, 373, 374 

ALEM, the fon of Ziyad, lay» the ftates of the prince of Sa- 
marcand under contribution, 204. Hei appointed regent 
of Chorafan, 218. His mild government gains the affec- 
tions of the people of that province, 219. 

SAMSAM-ALDOULAT, a Buian prince, difcovers the burial- 
place of Ali, and ereéts a fumptuous monument over 

it, 26; 

cane, chief of Othman’s party in Egypt, joins Amru, 
6c. 

a is fent by Almoktar to furprife Abdallah, 235. Con- 
ference he holds with Abbas, 236. His troops are defeated, 
and he is killed in the action, 237. 

SHAMER cConfulted by Obeidollah, the advice he gives him, 
170. He is appointed to put it in execution, 171. His 
death, 234. 

SHARIK, one of the emirs of Cufah, an adherent of Hoffein, 
is vifited by Obeidollah, 148. His death, 15o. 

SHEBID agrees with Saleh to kill the Calipn, 270 ‘The 
conipiracy being difcovered, they fly, and afflemble a body 
of troops, 270, 271. 'They defeat the forces fent out againit 
them, 271. They lofe a battle, in which Saleh is killed, 
271, 272. Shebid retires to a cafile, where he is invefted, 

72. He makes his way out, and cuts the Caliph’s troops 
an peices, 272, 273. He gains feveral advantages over 
Hejage, 273. He takes Cufah, ibid. He offer. pattle, 
and is defeated, 274. He is drowned in pafiing th ‘Tygris, 
ibid. 


Suites, to whom that name is partigularly giv EO 
What name they give Ali, 75. i 

SHUzIB, his revolt, 316. He fends deputies to the ph, 
ibid. What he demands in refpeét to the fuppreffio the 
curfes againit Ali, 317. He requires that Yezid : d be 


excluded from the Caliphate, 318. 

SoFIAN, (Abu) heads the Coreifh, and defeats Mahomet’s 
troops, 91. Ee embraces Muffulmanifm, ibid. Whatre 
queits he makes, o2. | 

SOLIMAN-EBN SORAD heads the revolted Cufians, 221. Cha- 
racter given of him by Almoktar, 224. Means Fe u'es to 
encourage the Cufians, 226. He flights the adv e g en 
him by Abdallah, 2283. He depofes both the Cali: hs, 229. 
His aimy is defeated, and he is killed in the aétior 230 


SOLIMAN 
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SoLIMAN fucceeds Waled, 298. His good qualities proc 
him the name of Meftah-al-Kair, ibid. He calls the gov 
nors of provinces to account for their conduct, 299. EF 
fuccefs in the war with the Greeks, 299, 300, 301. 
falls fick of grief, 301. ‘The death of his fon augments is 
melancholy, 303. He appoints a fucceffor, 304. His 
death, ibid. His extreme voracioufnefs, 305. His cha- 
raéter, ibid. 

SoLIMAN, the fon of Hefham, lofes a battle, and is taken 
prifoner, 356. He efcapes, and joins Ibrahim, whom he 


recognizes as Caliph, 357. He brings over Abu-Muflim 
to his fide, ibid. 


SoMMIAH, Ziyad’s mother, 172, note. 
Spain, partly conquered by the Arabians, 282, note. 
S¥RIANS, their zeal to avenge Othman’s death, 14. 


ae 


TeLLAag afpires to the Caliphate, 3. Confents to Ali’s 
election, 4. ‘Takes the oath of allegiancc + rim, 65. 
Smart faying on that account, 6. Snare he lays to ruin 
Ali, 7. He openly revolts from the Caliph, 13. [Ele in- 
duces the rebels to attack Baforah, 18. What pafied at the 
conference he held with Ali, 35. He is killed, 38. His 
fentiments at his death, ibid. 

TurrMaAu informs Hoffein of the difperfion of his party in 

fah, 167. Advice he gives him, ibid. 

TrA *“OXANA, a province conquered by the Arabians, 282. 

Turg: (the) are defeated by Obeidollah, 118. Enter into 
an alliance with Abdarrahman, 275. ‘They make an ir- 
rup ion into Adverbijan, where they are defeated, 323. 

TurkeEsTran, conquered by the Arabians, 282. 


U. 
UsyrurR-MaLEK. Vide Malek-Shutur. 


© 


Wee 


Wav tp, the fon of Otbah, orders he receives from Yezid, 
13€ He confults Merwan on that account, ibid. He 
wov | compel Abdallah and Hoffein to fwear allegiance to 
Yez l|, 137, 138. He is deprived of the government of 
Med 1a, 141. Is made governor of Mecca, 188. His 


conduét 
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ndut there, ibid. Hus bad management obliges the Ca 
ph to recal him, 191. 
LED, the fon of Abdolmelik, afcends the throne, 251 
s; Conquefts by the Arabians durito hr reign, 281, 232 
He ereéts mofques in feveral cities, 235 28 Deícriıption 
the mofques, 287. His averfion to the Chr itinns, and 
efpecially the Cireeks, 288. He make war on the Greeks, 
ibid. Why he is furnamed the victorious, 290 Difagree 
ment of authors touching his character, 291. Hus death, 
ibid. 
Wa.ep II. hisevil difpofition, 334- In what manner he receives 
the news of Hefham’s death, ibid. [Ilis profanenels, 340, 
41. He ıs reprimanded forit by Hefham, 341. He retires 
to Arzak, ibid. His debaucheries, ibid. He ts proclaimed Ca- 
liph, 342. He performs the pilgrimage to Mecca, where 
he gives great offence to the people, 343. A confpiracy ts 
formed againft him, 345. He is killed, ibid. Hus cha 
raéter, 346. Thetime of his death, ibid 
Waser, acity on the Tygris, founded by Hejage, 279- 


K 








Yaut, quits the government of Yemen, and takes fhelter with 
the malecontents, 12. 

Yezip, the fon of Moawiyah I. hi» expedition againft the 
Greeks, 110, 111. He is acknowledged to be Mloawiyah’s 
fucceflor, 121. Ceremony of his inttallation, 1 z6 Is pro- 
claimed Caliph after Moawiyah’s death, 135. His iru- 
dence at the beginning of his reign, 136. He tak the 
government of Medina from Waled, and gives it ta Amru, 
141. Ile appoints Obeidollah to be governor uf Cuf 
145. He blames Obeidollah’s feverity <indly re ives 
Tofltin’s fanuly, 179, 180. Ditpute between nim and Zeinab, 
touching Fatima, 180, I8!I. He refufes to give h, 
marnige toa Syran lord, 182. His aff_étion for Ho 
two fons, ibid. Ele confents to the departure of H m’s 
tamily to Mce liaa, 183. What he faid to Ali at partmg, 
bhid. Wha: ecrcers he gives to Amru on hearing of Abdal- 
lih`s revolt, 157. He difmiics Amru, and puts Waled in 
h: plaice. 158. He admits «f .Am.u’s jultsfication, 89, 
roe. Hte roca" Walcd, ara gives his government to Crh- 
man, i9gt Ele receives a deputation from the Medeni! ns, 
192 Oracre he ifiues tor arreiling Almundir, one 
deputies, and wherefore, 193. He fends Noman to redina, 
to quiet the p'e, 195. He is depofed by the Ma inians, 
196. Hie coniults Amru how to runifh them, 19 Ap- 


points 
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points Muflim to command the troops he fends out aga iit 
them, 197. His death, 201. Why he was defpifed by 
people, 192, 195, 202, 203. His character, 203. G 
nion of Arabian authors concerning him, 203, 204. 

Yezip II. is excluded the throne on account of his yout 
303. Shuzib demands that he fhould be excluded the a- 
liphate, 318. He attains the throne, 321. He tends 
Mufleimah to put an end to Yezid’s revolt, 322. His great 
love for Hababah, and her lofs, caufes his death, 323, 324, 
225. 

Tam III. forms a defign to dethrone Waled If. 345. He 
attacks him in his palace, and Waled is killed, ibid. His 
Origin, 347. He is proclaimed Caliph, ibid. How he 
puts an end to the confpitacy which Merwan had formed 
againft him, 348. He cannot fubdue the Emeffians, 349. 
His death, ibid. Surname that was given him, 350. 

YEZID-EBN-MAHALEB fubdues Georgia, 302. He marches 
to "Tabareftan, where is defeated, ibid. He makes peace 
with Akfhid, and returns to fubdue Georgia, which had re- 
volted, 302, 303. His origin, 321. He occafions a re- 
volt m Arabia, ibid. He is killed ina battle, 322. 





ie 


CEID-EBN-SAUCHAN  prefents two letters from Aicfha, to 
the afiembly of the Cufians, 32. 

ZED, Hoflein’s grandfon, profecutes his pretenfions to the Ca- 
bohate, 326. He is proclaimed Caliph at Cufah, ibid. 
H is deferted by the Cufians 328, 329. He is killed, 329. 

ZEIN 8, Hoffein’s fitter, is brought before Obeidollah ; con- 
verfatt p that paffed between them, 176. She obtains a 
Ratdon for Hoffein’s fon, 178. Difpute between her and 
tic jee è  acnmg her fifter, 180, 181. Her depzrture 

or Medina, 183. Her generofity to Noman, 184. 
Zz EM, what it is, 239, note. Veneration of the Mufful- 
for that place, 241. 

WEw..1L, king of the ‘Vurks, comes to the relief of Abdar- 
rahman, and refcues him, 278. 

Ziv AD-EBN-HanTELAH, what he faid to Ali, 28. 

Ziyvap-BEN-ABIHI, retakes Baforah, and defeats Hadrami, 

6 . His origin, 96. Mloawiyah brings him over to his 

party, 98. He is publickly owned by Moawiyah to be his 

Bret er, 98, 99. How Ziyad aéts at Baforah, of which he 

de governor, 100, 101. He reftores order in divers 
prov nces, 101, 102. His courage. 103. How he is 
malo ated at Cufah, 105. He apprehends the offenders, 
and 











killed, 39. 


Zuucimin preaches a new doctrine, which caufes a revolt it 


Perfia in his favour, 363, 364. He gives the command o 
his troops to Cathibad, 364. Advantages gamed by bi 


troops, 365, 367, 308, He returns to Perfia, 369. 


The End of the §EconD VoLUME, 


